Eve rything "
D|fferentlif*;_£_- '

Sunday, January4 202:6~ 10:00AM =~ =
s __ROYAL OAKFIRST AUNITED METHODIST CHURCH el

. -...a.‘\, o 00




ORDER OF WORSHIP

Prelude “‘Home Another Way”
(James Taylor)

Call to Worship Sue Buxton
Opening Hymn #249** “There’s a Song in the Air”
Affirmation of Faith

Song of Praise #220**  “Angels from the Realms of Glory”

(verse 3)
Welcome & Invitation to Mission Jeff Nelson & Nicole Wilson
Time of Prayer Nicole Wilson
Invitation to Offering
Musical Offering “Born ‘Neath a Star” Sanctus Choir
(Cynthia Gray)
Doxology “Advent & Christmas Doxology (What Child Is This?)”
Gospel Reading* Matthew 2:1-12
Message “Do You See What | See?” Jeff Nelson

Sacrament of Holy Communion

Communion Hymn #221** “In the Bleak Mid-Winter”

Closing Hymn #254* “‘We Three Kings”
Benediction
Postlude “We Three Kings”

(arr. Noel Raswthorne)

*Common English Bible
**United Methodist Hymnal
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"BECOMING
'FEUPLE OF PEACE"

Jan 10-Feb 7

9:30-11:30 am E‘;’"‘;:\: W

PAINTING PROJECT AT THE YOUTH CLUB
In the spirit of honoring Dr. Martin Luther King,

L . [ ]
Jr., join as we serve our community on January
17 & 24. We will be painting after-school activity O "
rooms at the Salter Center/Metro Detroit Youth o

Club (MDYC). MDYC provides a safe and
supportive space, without financial constraints, for any
youth in our area who can use a supervised place to be
after school. They fill an important role for our community
and we are happy to help make their space a little more
welcoming.

--Saturday, January 17 at 10:00 a.m., we will wash walls
and prep the rooms.

--Saturday, January 24 at 9:30 a.m. or 12:30 p.m., we will
paint the walls.

Scan the QR code for more information and to sign up.

5-WEEK GROWTH LAB SERIES

What if choosing peace was a practical skill you

could develop? Jesus calls us to be Eﬁg
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peacemakers, but in a divided world, how do we
actually live that out? Join us for five sessions
(Saturday mornings, January 10-February 7,
9:30-11:30 a.m., led by Nicole Wilson) exploring concrete
tools to respond with curiosity instead of judgment. We'll
practice asking better questions in difficult conversations,
understand how our positions developed, and strengthen
connections even when we disagree. Whether navigating
family tensions, workplace conflicts, or simply wanting to
grow in Christ-like love, this 5-week workshop offers a
space to practice new patterns together. Scan the QR code
to sign up.
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Monday Jonuery 24 ‘

v 0-8:00pm:

The Church Office
will be closed on
Monday, January 19, 2026

in honor of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day

SPAGHETTI PINNER
VARIETY SHOW

PRIDE & ALLY GROUP

“VISION BOARD PARTY”

Join us on Monday, January 12 from 6:30-8:00PM for our
next Pride & Ally Group gathering as we pause, reflect, and
imagine what’s ahead. We'll be creating vision boards—a
creative way to name our hopes, dreams, and intentions for
ourselves and our community. Whether your vision is bold,
quiet, joyful, or still taking shape, there’s space for it here.
All are welcome. Come as you are. Supplies will be
available, and you’re welcome to bring anything meaningful
you’d like to include.

OFFICE CLOSED ON JANUARY 19TH
The Church Office will be closed on Monday, January 19,
2026 in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.

SIGN YOUR ACT UP TODAY!

SPAGHETTI DINNER VARIETY SHOW

Our Third Annual Spaghetti Dinner/Variety
Show sponsored by the Music Guild is coming
up on February 1st. Dinner begins at 5pm, with
the show to follow. This event helps to support
our summer choir camp, and all proceeds go
to sending kids to camp. Anyone is welcome

to sign up and perform in the show! We will be limiting the
number of acts in the interest of time, so make sure you
sign up early! Click the button below to sign your act up
today!
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MEN’S WINTER GEAR
COLLECTION

Family Shelter Meals

Beginning November 30

Prep Food / Heat Up Food / Transport Food / Serve the Meal

Save the Dates for Our
Famous Fish Dinners!
"

from 4:30-7:00 p.m.

WINTER GEAR COLLECTION RESUMES

CHECK OUT OUR AMAZON WISH LIST!
The need for warm winter gear for the E!Eﬁ,,@

Outreach on 7th lunch guests continues
throughout the winter months. Please keep an —
eye out for good deals as you are shopping. =
Our Amazon Wish List has been updated to
reflect the urgent current need for men’s
gloves and backpacks. Thank you for supporting this
important mission! You may drop off items in the round
white bin located by the Welcome Desk, or you can shop
from our Amazon Wish List by scanning the QR code.

FAMILY SHELTER MEALS (DINNER HELP)
January 11-16, 2026

The Royal Oak First Missions Team is
partnering with “Kids Empowered: On the
Move” to provide meals at a new family shelter
this winter in Pontiac. Our church is sponsoring
meals one week each month throughout the
winter. We need help prepping the food on
Sundays, heating the food at church each evening,
transporting it to the shelter, and serving the meal. Please
sign up by scanning the QR code.

SAVE THE DATES FOR FISH DINNERS!
Fridays—February 13 & 27 and March 13 & 27 from
4:30-7:00 p.m.

Our famous fish dinners are coming soon, so bring your
family and friends and join us for four wonderful nights of
food and fellowship. Our fish dinners benefit our children
and youth where proceeds are used to send them to choir
camp.
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i 3RD ANNUAL WOMEN’S RETREAT

Save the date! March 20-22, 2026! Join women from Royal

Oak First for a weekend of fun, fellowship and faith! Stay

tuned for all the exciting details! Plan to take some time to

get away, enjoy a beautiful place and meet some new

friends from church.

- —

2026 OFFERING ENVELOPES ARE HERE!

2026 Royal Oak First offering envelopes are now available
for you to pick up at the Welcome Desk! If you are unable
to pick up your envelopes, we will begin mailing them out
after January 12, 2026. Contact Karen Calhoun at
kcalhoun@rofum.org or 248.541.4100 if you have any
questions.




PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS

Prayers for Our Church Family:
Gloria Knappenberger e Charlene Orletski ¢ Dave Minch e Paul Thompson e
Bill Bond e Bill Courtney e Craig Sleeman e Karen Porter e Stafford Krieger o
Birdie Updyke e Arthur Jemison e Laci Basel « Tom Soboleski e Carrie Morse e
DJ Hinman e Phil Button e Bernice Sayers ¢ Joyce Negrich e Keith Messing
Mark Thatcher e Janice Marsh e Dennis Allen ¢ Ann Anderson e
Phyllis Hassberger e Kathy MacFarlane e

Prayers for Our Extended Family:
Margaret Shagena e Huntley Thatcher Reed e Martha Hendrickson e
Margie Reese o Susie Inch ¢ Mark Hall ¢ Sarah Hughes e Carol e Joan e
Carolyn Aucchio e Gina Novak e Holly Hempstead e Susie Wilkinson e
Reefe Renforth ¢ Raedea Wagner ¢ Joe Bridge e Bernice Graham e
Elma Holloway ¢ Amanda Lewandowski e Karen Cunningham e

Sympathies to:
The Peterson family on the death of Patricia Peterson on December 29, 2025
The McNutt family on the death of Mike's father, Bob McNutt on December 29, 2025

Matteo for the loss of his grandmother, great-aunt and two friends over the past
month

Congratulations to:

The Boyer family on the birth of their great-grandson, Huntley Thatcher Reed on
December 25, 2025

If you would like to add someone to the Prayer List,
please contact Danielle Moody at prayers@rofum.org.

TIME OF PRAYER

All are welcome to the Time of Prayer on Tuesdays at 11:00
a.m. at church. We review the church prayer list, spend time in
silence and pray together in the Sanctuary. This is wonderful
opportunity to uplift your personal prayer requests.

] Time gfc.pmer )




LETTER FROM OUR PASTOR

Dear Beloved Community,

Happy New Year! | hope the Christmas season offered you moments of joy and peace—the
kind that arise from our shared life together. Thank you for your presence and generosity
during these past weeks. What we experienced within our walls, and beyond them, was truly
a gift. Together, we made Christ’s love real.

As we enter January, many of you have asked if we’ll be going to the movies together again
this year. For the past several Januaries, we’ve gathered as a community around a film and
then used it as a starting point for theological and spiritual reflection the following Sunday.

This year, we've decided to set that series down.

A lot has changed in the way movies are experienced. When we began this practice nearly
ten years ago, the most compelling and award-worthy films were showing in theaters. That
landscape has shifted. Many of the films generating conversation now arrive earlier—or
directly online. (For the record, “Frankenstein” on Netflix is my personal pick for Movie of the
Year!)

If you see a film and want to talk about it, I'm still your guy. I've recently seen “Hamnet”—
some of the best acting I've witnessed in a long time—and “Song Sung Blue,” which has had
me singing Neil Diamond all week.

Setting aside Faith & Film has opened space for us to more fully explore the season of
Epiphany (yes, | hear you saying, “More Epiphany, please!”). As | prepared for this season, |
was reminded of its quiet power and deep importance. Epiphany is about encountering God
among us—and how that encounter gently, but decisively, changes the way we see ourselves,
one another, and the world we share.

In the weeks ahead, we’ll be looking and listening for those moments of holy recognition—
when light breaks in, when something familiar looks new, and when we realize that God has
been closer than we imagined all along. My hope is that this season helps us notice the light
that has already found us—and the ways it is still finding us together.

Grace and peace,
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Pastor Jeff Nelson



	3rd Annual Women’s Retreat

