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ORDER OF WORSHIP
Prelude
Hymn #234

I Saw Three Ships

Diane Bish

O Come, All Ye Faithful
Stanzas 1, 3, 4 and 6

*UMH

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

UMH

Call to Worship
Hymn #240
Invitation to Mission
Lighting of the Advent Candles

Laynie, Josh and Jayden Bryant

Service of Lessons and Carols
Hymn #211
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Stanza 1
Lesson
John 1:1-5, 14a
Hymn #245
The First Noel
Stanzas 1 & 2
Lesson
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
Offering Our Gifts and Tithes
Musical Offering
I Wonder as I Wander
Caleb Williams
Lesson
Luke 2:1-18
Hymn #217
Away in a Manger
Lesson
Matthew 1:18-23
Message

It Must Have Been Something

UMH
**CEB
UMH
CEB
John Jacob Niles
CEB
UMH
CEB
Myra Moreland

Hymn #239

Silent Night, Holy Night

UMH

Hymn #246

Joy to the World
Stanzas 1, 2 and 4

UMH

Postlude

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

John Leavitt
* United Methodist Hymnal
** Common English Bible

FAITH & FILM
Royal Oak First is going back to the movies! Our third annual Faith and Film series
comes home to Royal Oak. Monday nights in January, we will head over to the
Emagine Theatre at 11 Mile and Main at 7:00 pm to see a current movie together.
Tickets are only $7 (a $5 discount at this premiere theatre.) Contact the church
office at 248-541-4100 or office@rofum.org.
January 7 – Welcome to Marwen
When a devastating attack shatters Mark
Hogancamp and wipes away all memories, no one
expected recovery. Putting together pieces from
his old and new life, Mark meticulously creates a
wondrous town where he can heal and be heroic.
January 14 – Mary Poppins Returns (all kids 12
and under are free!)
The mysterious Mary Poppins returns to
Depression-era London to visit Jane and her
brother Michael, now a father of three, and helps
them rediscover the joy they knew as children.
January 21 – Aquaman
When Arthur Curry learns that he is the heir to the
underwater kingdom of Atlantis, he must step
forward to lead his people against his half-brother,
Orm, who seeks to unite the seven underwater
kingdoms against the surface world.
January 28 – The Upside
Inspired by a true story, The Upside is a heartfelt
comedy about a recently paroled ex-convict who
strikes up an unusual and unlikely friendship with
a paralyzed billionaire.

PASTY SALE
“If I Knew How Good They Were…”
This quote was heard more than once from those who
bought pasties at the last Pasty Sale. Don’t be left out.
The next Pasty Sale is Saturday, January 5. You can
pick them up on Saturday, January 5, between 2:00 pm
and 4:00 pm in Fellowship Hall or after both services on
Sunday, January 6. The cost is $5 each. You can order
one of two mouth-watering kinds: meat or vegetarian.
Just fill out the order form below and turn it in at the
Welcome Table after Sunday services or leave it in the office. Another option is to call or
text Shirley with your order at 248-765-5617 or by email at sharris@rofum.org.
The proceeds will be split between youth missions and choir camp. Don’t be one of those
who said with great regret, “If I knew how good they were…”
________________________________________________________________________________________________

Pasty Order Form
Name _________________________________________________________________
Phone # and/or email address ______________________________________________
Meat

_______

Vegetarian

_______

Total #

________ x $5 = ________

Pick-Up time:

2:00 pm – 4:00 pm Saturday, January 5

__________

Sunday, January 6, following 9:00 service

__________

Sunday, January 6, following 11:00 service

__________

Questions or allergy considerations? Contact Shirley Harris at 248-765-5617 or
sharris@rofum.org.

LETTER FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Friends,
All day long, we will tell the story of a young, pregnant Mary and her
fiancé Joseph going door-to-door in the little Palestinian village of
Bethlehem, looking for a place to give birth to this miracle they are
carrying. Will anyone make room for them? Will anyone find a room for
God to enter the story?
Making room—it is what Christmas is all about.
Welcome to Royal Oak First’s Christmas Eve Celebration—there is
room for you here! If this is your first Christmas Eve worshipping with
us, know that we are glad you are here. Please know there is room
here today for you to experience the joy and the wonder of God in our
midst. If Royal Oak First is your church home then you already know
that there is room for you to experience the spirit and the traditions that
make this place, and this day, so special. No matter where you have
been or what you have been through, there is room for you here!
Making room for God to enter our world is what we are all about here
at Royal Oak First. This Christmas we made room for over 100 kids
from our community who have a parent in jail or prison. The gifts that
we provided were a reminder that they were not forgotten. Tomorrow
morning we will make room to share Christmas with nearly 50 folks
from our community who have no place to go, many of them homeless.
The meal we share together will be a reminder that God is with us.
Christmas is always possible when we find room for God to enter our
lives and our world.
Thank you for making room to be with us today.
Merry Christmas!

