
All the Time 
The gods must be 
crazy.  So goes the 
playful name of our 
late-summer 
worship theme and 
series of sermons.  
So also goes the 
title of a movie 
produced several 

years ago.  The movie was all about a 
Koi Sans tribe living in the Kalahari 
Desert exposed for the first time to the 
ways and technologies of the 
mainstream world.  The gods must be 
crazy was their conclusion to all that 
just didn’t make sense.  If you or I 
were to step back and look at the 
realities around us we usually take for 
granted, perhaps we would arrive at 
the same conclusion. 

Especially today. 

We’ve been at war, now, since 
the Towers fell 8 years ago.  The 
exodus of manufacturing jobs from the 
Upper Midwest to the South began in 
the 1980’s.  In the 1990’s and so far 
this decade the continued depletion of 
our manufacturing base has not 
stopped; it’s only shifted from the 
South to developing countries further 
south and in Asia: the upshot is that 
we’ve lost our economy, it’s gone 
global and we’ve largely lost our 

place.  Our part of the country didn’t 
really recover from the recession of 
2002, and now the current global 
recession has hit us very hard.  
Unemployment in Southeast Michigan 
is currently reported to be at 17.2%. 

It seems like everything’s 
changed.  Families are different.  
Health care insurance is no longer a 
certainty.  Religious life in America 
looks so different from the “stable” 
picture it posed a half-century ago.  
It’s not only our technologies that have 
changed: everything seems different.  
It’s like moving away from your 
hometown and then after 30 years you 
go back for a visit and discover that 
even your old house has been torn 
down.  In its place is a Wal-Mart.  
Right? 

The gods must be crazy. 

About the time you read this our 
Church Council will be meeting.  Now 
we have to figure out how to deal with 
the way all these changes have 
impacted our church.  We were 
already financially challenged when 
the current economic crisis hit.  Since 
then, quite a few members of our 
church have had to tighten fiscal belts 
and adjust the amount they could 

(Continued on page 3) 

FIRST 
THOUGHTS  

Birthdays ......................................16 
Block Party...................................18 
Calendar .......................................15 
Christian Education News..............5 
Fall Worship Schedule .................18 
Homebound/Prayer..................13/14 
Kids’ Page ....................................17 
Liturgist/Communion Steward .....11 

Mission Spotlight ........................... 4 
Music News ................................... 8 
People in the Church................... 2/3 
SAM’s Corner.............................. 12 
Sponsors....................................... 10 
Stewardship.................................... 9 
UMW News ................................. 10 
Youth News ................................ 6/7 

Church Life 
is published monthly  

First United Methodist 
Church of Royal Oak 

320 West Seventh Street 
Royal Oak, Michigan  48067 

Phone (248)541-4100 
Fax (248)541-0192 

E-mail: office@ROFUM.org 

www.ROFUM.org 

 

Editor, Webmaster: 
Lori Vickers 

lvickers@rofum.org 

Printer:  Marie Dunstan 

Proofers: Virginia Borts, 
Kay LaCombe 

Staff Administrator:   
Elaine Tank 

News Reports:  
The Congregation 

 
 
 
 
 

   October issue:  
      Sunday, September 13 

���������	
 �

September 2009 Issue 9 



PAGE 2 CHURCH LIFE SEPTEMBER 2009 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you for your prayers and cards.  I 
finally got this procedure over with at 11 
a.m. Wednesday morning (July 22).  Had 

to stay in the hospital over night.  When the doctor 
released me Thursday morning my voice was pretty 
good, but he put me on complete voice rest for 7 days, so 
I have been holed up in my apartment so that I wouldn’t 
mess up.  Five days down, two more to go! 

I’m looking forward to seeing you all at church next 
Sunday and, hopefully, I can talk. 

Love, 
��������	
 �

��������  

I just want to thank everyone for their prayers, 
cards, visits and phone calls after my recent knee 
replacement surgery.  The surgery went well but my 
recovery seems to have slowed down the last couple of 
weeks.  Maybe I’m just tired of being stuck in the house!  
Hopefully I’ll get good news from the doctor tomorrow.  
Thank you again for your care and concern.  I’m truly 
blessed to be a member of the ROFUM family.  Hope to 
see you soon. 

������
��������
�
��������  

Thank all of you nice people for my card.  I’ve been 
pretty down.  That gave me a lift to think someone cares.  
I know everyone has problems, just some more than 
others.  It’s taking a long while to get on track, but I’m 
working on it.   

Thank all of you for my card and caring. 

Love, 
������������  

��������  

Dear New Friends at ROFUM, 

Thank you for the best experience of my life.  I had 
a really fun time and I have never been that happy.  The 
dance was really fun and it was the first dance I’ve ever 
been to.  Once again, thanks and I’ll see you next year! 

Love, 
����������������  (first time choir camper) 

 

Thank you to my church family for the cards and 
prayers during my brother’s illness and death.  God is 
blessing me every day. 

����������������
��������  

The following email was sent by Paul Kondrat to 
our Choir Campers and staff as a result of a picture that 
was sent to him of the kids at the camp dance holding a 
sign that said “We love you Paul”: 

Greetings Choir Camp Friends! 

Hello from Camp Leatherneck, Helmond Province, 
Afghanistan.  I am writing to you today to thank you for 
your exceptional prayers and steadfast support during 
these difficult times.  News of your kind words and 
actions has spread quickly.  Although Marines like 
myself may be thousands of miles away, the internet and 
digital communication can reach out and touch all ends 
of the earth.  So I thank you.  My memories of Choir 
Camp and the friendships I share with many of you are 
the best I can think of.  Choir Camp is truly a place 
where you can connect, engage, and spread love to others 
who share in similar beliefs.  It is my hope that your 
week at Choir Camp was enjoyable and that you will 
return to your daily lives encouraged, motivated, and 
ready for action. 

Today as I write this letter, Marines are engaged in 
tough fighting all across this vast and unforgiving 
country.  These young men have encountered the enemy 
numerous times and have prevailed, but not without cost.  
It pains me to read daily reports about the young men 
injured in battle.  Some even paying the ultimate price to 
defend the freedoms that at times we take for granted.  I 
can say with great confidence the young men and women 
out here are doing their very best and will do whatever it 
takes to accomplish the mission.  Your support and 
prayers are greatly appreciated during this difficult task 
as Marines root out terrorism half way around the world.  
I ask that you will continue to pray for the marines, 
soldiers, sailors, and airmen that are serving so far away.  
Please pray for their strength and speedy return home. 

I hope this letter reaches everyone in good spirits 
and health.  I am truly humbled by your words and 
actions.  I hope to see you all again soon. 

Semper Fidelis. 

Your Friend, 
����������� t, First Lieutenant, USMC 

PEOPLE IN  
THE CHURCH 
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I want to extend a huge “Thank you” to all who 
donated children’s books for “Christmas in July.”  We 
were able to collect 130 books.  I dropped off the books at 
the Cass Community Center in Detroit on Friday, July 24.  
Needless to say, they were very appreciative and grateful 
that we care.  Again, thank you for your generosity and 
continuing support. 

����������� , Worship Chairperson 

��������  

Thank you to all who supported the youth, both 
spiritually and financially, on their mission trip to West 
Virginia.  With all of us being split up into different work 
teams completing multiple tasks such as roofing, painting, 
and building decks and wheel chair ramps, I am proud to 
say that our youth represented themselves and our church 
honorably and respectfully. 

���
��������
 

�
�
�
The faith community of Royal Oak First extends 
sympathy to the family and friends of: 

Iolene Miller , sister of Dorothy Cowley, 7/10 
Betty Flint , 7/17 
Bob Morrison, 7/20 
Cal Sleeman, 8/3����

���������	
���������	
���������	
���������	
� ���
Lawson Edward Cahill, son of Chris & 

Rebecca Cahill, 7/27/09.  Louella 
Wright is the proud grandmother. 

 

New Member Class Offered  
in September 

Are you interested in joining the church?  In September 
we will be offering a 5-session membership class.  Class 
will begin on Sunday, Sept. 13, from 3-4:00 p.m., then 
continue on three consecutive Sunday mornings, Sept. 20 
& 27 and Oct. 4, from 9:15-10:15 a.m., and wrap up with 
a final 2-hour session on Sunday, Oct. 11, from 3-5 p.m.  
Those wishing to join the church upon completion of the 
class will be received into membership on Sunday, 
October 18.  If you would like to be a part of this 
membership class, see Rev. John Hice or leave your name 
and phone number in the church office. 

contribute to the support of our work.  While we’ve been 
working hard to identify and implement new sources of 
revenue, we’ve also had to work hard to figure out how to 
reduce our spending.  These are the difficult decisions we 
face. 

Pray for them.  Please. 

Through all the change and challenge, something 
needs to be said about God and the part God plays in our 
life together.  I need to say it.  You and I both need to 
hear it.  Again and again, in fact. 

One of my favorite songs found in the big, official 
United Methodist Hymnal is #140.  “Great is thy 
faithfulness, O God my father.  There is no shadow of 
turning with thee….  All I have needed thy hand has 
provided.  Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me.”   

Each Sunday someplace in our worship we remind 
each other of the truth of that: “God is good, all the time.  
All the time, God is good.” 

Which brings me back to a resolute belief.  While 
the gods must be crazy and the world poses 
uncomfortable change all around us; while our church 
and most other churches around us may squirm with 
anxiety over unmet budgets; while we all wonder what 
the future holds: the words of Jesus return, “Don’t worry.  
Seek first the kingdom of God and God’s righteousness 
and all these things will be added unto you.”  God is good 
all the time. 

And whatever we must do to embrace good 
stewardship and adjust the extent of our expenditures for 
the short-term or for the long, God is faithful.  God is 
determined that the church be the church: equipped with 
every gift and resource necessary to accomplish the 
mission we are given for the day.   

In other words, we are going to make it.  We will 
lean on each other and together we will lean on Christ.  
We will discover that God’s work does not depend solely 
on money.  We will each recognize anew how important 
our involvement is to the life and strength of our 
congregation.  We will figure out how to be faithful in 
this new world and marvel at what God can make of us. 

We’re going to make it.  Because God is good. 

All the time. 

Grace and peace, 

 

 

 

Rev. John Hice 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Mission Spotlight 
Nothing But Nets  

and Advance Specials 
Malaria is a leading cause of death of children in 

Africa, killing nearly one million children each year.  
Every day 3,000 children die from the disease.  The 
United Methodist Church is a major partner with the UN 
supporting a six-year-old project to prevent malaria.  Just 
$10 includes the cost to purchase an insecticide-treated 
bed net, distribution, and educating families on its proper 
care.  It can last a family for about four years.   

The net is usually hung above the center of the 
sleeping space so it completely covers the sleeping 
person.  By repelling mosquitoes, the net can protect 
other people in the room outside the net and when enough 
nets are used in an area, the insecticide used in the net 
fabric makes entire communities safer, even for those 
individuals who don’t have nets. 

The distribution is integrated with the Measles 
Initiative to provide a package of critical child health 
intervention.  They’ve been distributed in 10 African 
countries and each year the program is expanded in other 
countries prior to the rainy season when mosquitoes tend 
to be more prevalent. 

Almost any of us can afford to give $10 or more to 
save more lives.  Where many people survive on less than 
$1 a day, the $10 cost makes them out of reach for most 
people.  Nothing But Nets is classified as an Advance 
Special. 

The Advance is an official United Methodist 
program for voluntary financial giving to support specific 
approved mission programs or personnel.  It’s sometimes 
called “second-mile giving” because the “first mile” is for 
local churches to fulfill their World Service and other 
apportioned funds.  There are numerous Advance 
Specials in the United States and around the world.  They 
are screened and administered by the General Board of 
Global Ministries.  One hundred percent of your gift goes 
to the ministry you choose because administrative and 
promotional costs are covered by other fund sources. 

You can check descriptions of any of these projects 
by name, continent, country or state on the Advance web 
site http://gbgm-umc.org/advance. 

 

 

 

 

Sack Lunch Program Resumes 
Tuesday, Sept. 8 

The Sack Lunch program will soon be underway.  
Last year we served 6980 lunches; about 800 more than 
we served in 2008.  Our volunteers are always here with 
smiles and a good lunch for anyone in need.   

As always we will be needing donations including 
fruit cups, pudding cups, juice boxes, potato chips, 
cookies, cheese slices, lunch meat and bread.  Canned 
soup and homemade soup is also greatly appreciated.  We 
also like to have on hand some nice t-shirts, men’s jeans 
and khaki pants, socks, underwear, and shoes.  If you 
have food or clothing items to donate, please place them 
in the kitchenette and label them “sack lunch.”  All cash 
donations should be taken to the office. 

Our paper products are donated by Monterray 
Cantina, for which we are greatly appreciative, especially 
since these items are necessary but cannot be consumed.  
Most of the items we purchase come from Costco and 
Aldi where we get the best prices.   

If you have any questions, please contact Delores 
Grier. 

 

Samaritan Counseling Center Lay Caregiver Series    

Understanding Emotional Eating �
Sunday, Sept. 20, 2:30-4:30 p.m. 

The question is not whether we emotionally eat, 
because we all do, but are your emotions eating you?  
During these taxing economic times, many people are 
experiencing heightened stress and are turning to food as 
a method to cope.  This workshop is designed to help lay 
caregivers personally as well as providing them with 
skills that can be passed on to their care receivers.  
Katherine C. Gothard, M.S., Psy.S., LLP, a doctoral 
intern at Samaritan Counseling whose dissertation  
addresses Christian women and their problematic 
relationship with food, will provide insights that will 
concentrate on understanding emotions and choices, as 
well as provide coping strategies. 

The workshop will be held at Nardin Park UMC  
29887 W. Eleven Mile Rd., Farmington Hills  
(south side of Eleven Mile just west of Middlebelt) 

The cost of the workshop is $10.  (Make checks payable 
to Samaritan Counseling Center.)  You may call the SCC 
office at 248-474-4701 for more information or to reserve 
a spot in the September workshop.  You must register by 
Sept. 17th if you plan to attend. 

Website: www.samaritancounselingmichigan.com 
Email:  info@samaritancounselingmichigan.com 
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Holy COW (Church On Wednesday)  
begins Wed., Sept. 16 @ 5:30 p.m. 

Calling All Parents, Teachers, and Meal 
Volunteers.  Your opinions are needed.  
Please attend a discussion/planning meeting 
on Wednesday, September 9, at 7 p.m.  A 
general discussion will lead to several 
specific topics, such as confirmation 
expectations, Holy COW meal planning, 
teaching team work, etc. 

Parents, Sunday and Wednesday study classes 
complement each other.  We invite you and your family 
to build both Sunday School and Holy COW into your 
regular routine.  Sunday emphasizes learning and 
identifying with scripture.  Wednesday emphasizes 
practical expressions and connections with our faith.  The 
two go hand in hand.  

As our Wednesday night program expands and 
grows, we need to add childcare for our youngest 
attendees.  Moms and dads often need assurance that we 
are prepared to minister to their whole family.  As a 
church, this should be a high priority.  Please consider 
volunteering for a 6-week segment of Holy COW.  
Maybe you have a passion to be on-call any time infants 
and young toddlers are present.  Let us know your 
willingness to embrace this new Wednesday night 
ministry. 

Holy COW, Look what’s coming up! 
Everyone’s Welcome at Holy COW.  There are 

classes for all ages; graded classes from preschool 
through adults include everyone.  
¨ Preschool and Kindergarten Students enjoy class 

with Judy Friedman and Peggy Gill and music with 
Amy Rhoades. 

¨ Students in grades 1-3 enjoy class with Willa 
Cummings and music with Jennifer Semivan. 

¨ Students in grades 4 and 5 enjoy class with Patty 
DeTavernier and music with Jennifer Semivan 

¨ Middle School students enjoy class with Kris 
Hanstrom and music with Jennifer Semivan. 

¨ Confirmation students enjoy class with Pastor Hice 
and Josh Wright and music with Jennifer Semivan 

¨ High School students enjoy Youth Group with Laurie 
O’Donnell and Trish Lambert, along with other 
sponsors and special guests. (NOTE: no choir 
rehearsal on Wednesdays; you’re done at 7:30!) 

¨ Adults enjoy discussion of the 
NOOMA series (thought provoking 
presentations of relevant topics).  
Watch for additional class 
schedules. 

¨ Yoga students Jessica Beaubien conducts Christian 
meditation with Yoga.  (Check website for fees and 
needed materials). 

NOTE: Please watch the bulletin for possible 
schedule changes to Holy COW.  Discussion at the 
Wednesday, September 9, meeting may alter the 
schedule.  You are invited to attend this meeting at 7 p.m. 
and share in the discussion. 

Interest Groups/Clubs at Holy COW, 
Hour 2 (7:30-8:30 p.m.) 

Interested in photography?  Webpage outreach?  Table 
tennis?  Guitar?  Youth sponsorship?  Walking around 
town?  Let us know your interests.  We are eager to help 
gather people and interest groups… 

 

 

 

Bible Friends 
We need volunteers to serve as Bible 
Friends for 3rd grade students who will 
receive Bibles from the church and you on 
Sunday, September 27, at the 11 a.m. 
service.  Bible Friends will help students 
learn to use their new Bibles.  On select 

Sundays, Bible Friends will be invited to share time with 
students, find Bible verses, and talk about favorite 
passages.  Bible Friends may also choose to contribute 
$20 for the purchase of Bibles.  You can let us know you 
are available to participate in this important ministry by 
filling out a “Best Week Ever” card, signing up in the 
office, or by contacting Brian Wright (248-541-4100 or 
BWright@rofum.org).   

���������	
��
�����	����	
���������	�
����
�������
�����������
��	������
��	� �	����	�����
��	��������
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Several events are planned for 
youth this fall.  Some are 
combined high school & middle 
school events.  We’ve done this 
deliberately, in hopes that we 

can build a sense of responsible leadership among high 
school students.  Someone is always watching us and 
trying to follow in our footsteps.  Let’s live as deliberate 
examples so that those who look up to us will be 
encouraged to follow a good path.  

Middle School Events 
Saturday, September 19, 7-9:00 p.m. 

Back to School Pizza Party at church. 
Friday, October 16 

Event to be announced 
Sunday, October 25 

Royal Oak Halloween “Spooktacular.”  We’ll be 
doing community outreach by putting on games for 
the children participating in the Spooktacular 
event.  We’ll set the games up outside the church at 
1 p.m.  Clean-up will be at 4 p.m. 

Saturday, November 14 
UMC Flint Youth Rally .  We’ll meet in the 
church parking lot at 5 p.m. and travel together to 
the event in Flint  

Sunday, December 13 
Christmas Party following “Feast of Carols” 

High School Events 
Saturday, September 19, 7-9:00 p.m. 

Back to School Pizza Party at church. 
Friday-Sunday, Oct 23-25 

Fall Retreat at Echo Grove Camp.  We’ll meet in 
the church parking lot on Friday at 6:30 p.m., and 
return to the church on Sunday in time for the 11 
a.m. worship service. 

Sunday, October 25 
Royal Oak Halloween “Spooktacular.”  We’ll be 
doing community outreach by putting on games for 
the children participating in the Spooktacular 
event.  We’ll set the games up outside the church at 
1 p.m.  Clean-up will be at 4 p.m. 

Saturday, November 14 
UMC Flint Youth Rally .  We’ll meet in the 
church parking lot at 5 p.m. and travel together to 
the event in Flint  

Sunday, December 13 
Christmas Party following “Feast of Carols” 

Friday-Sunday, Jan 15-17 
Ski Trip 

Mystery Guests Wanted 
for High School “Pit Stop” 

YOU are invited to be a “Mystery Guest” 
for our high school students beginning in 
September.  Once a month we will share 
clues with the kids (and congregation) 
about the upcoming Mystery Guest  Then 
on a scheduled Holy COW Wednesday 
night you will be invited to join our group 
and discuss your job, life experiences, and 

how you keep your faith.  During this discussion time, our 
kids would be able to ask you questions and get to know 
you better. 

We hope this will inspire the kids in many ways, 
including learning about different career choices and 
connecting with other adults within the church.  You 
never know what influence you may have on a young 
mind!  If you’re interested in being a Mystery Guest, 
contact Laurie O’Donnell or Trish Lambert or sign up in 
the church office.  

  

First Mystery Guest Arrives  
Wednesday, September 30 @ 6:30 pm 

Guess Who? 
Occupation:  Attorney 
Volunteer Activity or 2nd Occupation:  

Producer & Director 
High School Attended:  Royal Oak 

Kimball 
College:  Wayne State University (1983) 

Wayne State Law School (1990) 
What do you do for fun?  Ride bike, go up north 
Who was your favorite singer in high school?  Billy Joel 
Who is your favorite singer now?  Rob Thomas 
Did you go to Choir Camp/what do you remember most?  

Yes, my favorite memory is “Good Night Ladies” 
What brought you to ROFUM?  My parents 
Do you volunteer anywhere within the church?   

Some committees and special events 
What is your favorite food?  Hummus 
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Youth Sundays at ROFUM 
New this fall will be “Youth Sunday” on the first 

Sunday of every month.  Students in Angelus Choir will 
sing, and there will be opportunities for other youth to 
participate in vital roles as Liturgists, Sunday School 
hosts, communion stewards, sound technicians, ushers, 
etc.  Not everyone sings in the choir, but everyone can 
have a place in ministry.  We need YOU.  This is also a 
great way to build peer-relationships with adults who 
share the same ministry.  We will work together until you 
are comfortable.  Then we will truly work together.  We 
need YOU.  

Parents, please encourage your non-singing young 
person to find his/her place in our expanding ministry 
team, to help shape the ongoing ministries of ROFUM in 
amazing ways.  

 

 
 

“Younger” Young Adults…  
Your opinions are important to us.  We want to help 

gather you into an emerging youth group of your peers.  
How would this work?  When is good?  Would you enjoy 
your own ski trip?  Would you enjoy a holiday reunion 
party?  

Many of you are local all year.  Many of you would 
appreciate additional events beyond “Friends in Faith.”  
We invite you to a discussion/planning meeting on 
Sunday, September 20, at 12:30 (we will meet in the 
Parlor but go eat lunch at Jimi’s).  

Parents, make sure your young person knows about 
this meeting.  We hope to reconnect students with on-
going ministry at ROFUM.  

“Spooktacular” Needs Your Help 
An annual Royal Oak event called “Spooktacular” 

brings hundreds of children past our front lawn.  Last year 
we played 2 games with a couple hundred children, and 
the event was very well received.  We discovered a great 
potential for impacting our local community.  

This year, we would like to present several games on 
the church front lawn (Sunday, October 25, 2 to 4 p.m.).  
We need game leaders.  We need ideas.  We need people 
to interact with these festive neighbors.  Please volunteer 
to help plan and present this great event.  Please volunteer 
and attend the initial planning event on Wednesday, 
September 30, at 7:45 p.m. (after Holy COW). 

 

Care Packages for College Students 
and Members in the Military 

The Pit Stop Crew (Wednesday evening high school 
group) will be collecting items for care packages to send 
to our college students and those in the military.  If you 
would like to donate items, please place them in the box 
labeled “Care Packages” located in the office.  Deadline 
for donations is Sunday, November 1.  Suggested items to 
include:   

 

Baby wipes (military) 
Batteries (military) 
Bestsellers 
Candy 
Chap stick 
Clorox wipes 
Dental floss 
Deodorant 
Disposable razors 
Dryer sheets 
Eye drops (military) 
Eyeglass wipes 

Foot powder (military) 
Glade stick-ups 
Small sewing kit 

(military) 
Sneaker deodorant balls 

(military) 
Socks 
Sun block (military) 
Tooth brushes 
Tooth paste 
Travel kits 

Please notify the church office 
of your son/daughter’s address 
at college (or let us know if 
they’re living at home).  We 
want to keep in touch and let 
them know that we are still 
thinking about them.  We don’t 
want your student to miss out!  
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Another Music Year Is About to Begin! 
September is the month we think about beginnings: 

school starts, our daily schedules change, church worship 
services return to their fall times.  Choir rehearsals begin 
for Treble (grades 1-3) and Revelation (grades 4-8) 
Choirs on Wednesday, September 16, with the opening 
session of Holy COW (Church On Wednesday).  Dinner 
will be at 5:30 p.m. followed by classes, choir rehearsals, 
and activities from 6-7:30 p.m.  We encourage all youth 
to be a part of these important musical organizations as 
we begin to prepare for the Advent and Christmas season. 

One group of youngsters that we haven’t promoted 
enough is pre-school aged children.  Amy Rhoades leads 
this group with a focus on some singing, some body 
movement, and just having fun.  This group also meets as 
part of Holy COW on Wednesdays.  If you have any 
questions, feel free to talk to Craig Symons, Jennifer 
Semivan, or Amy Rhoades. 

Angelus Choir, which consists of youth in grades 9-
12, will be moving its rehearsal time AND day to Sunday 
afternoons from 12:15-1:15.  In addition to this change, 
Angelus will also be singing primarily at the 11 a.m. 
service on the first and third Sundays, with an occasional 
9:15 service on the schedule.  This will allow our youth to 
get some well-deserved rest from their regular school 
schedules and also allow families to have a consistent 
schedule of 1st and 3rd Sundays, eliminating any confusion 
about when they lead worship. 

Sanctus Choir (ages 18 and up) will begin their 
season with a potluck dinner at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
September 3, at the home of Sam & Mary Nahhat.  
Sanctus Choir will also lead our 10 a.m. worship service 
on September 13, the day of our Block Party!  Rehearsals 
for Sanctus Choir will begin on Thursday, September 10, 
from 7:30-9:30 p.m.  All voices are needed to praise God; 
everyone is welcome to join us! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth Choir News 
Once again we have had a wonderfully full and 

active summer with the youth in our music program.  We 
had early rehearsals in June and July with members of the 
Angelus Choir to prepare for Choir Camp and then, 
ultimately, Choir Tour.  Choir Camp continued the 
opportunity to work with our high schoolers as well as 
our 3rd through 8th graders.  Our second year at beautiful 
Camp Ohiyesa in Holly was filled with new songs and 
new friends – 17 new campers to be exact!  One 
interesting fact about the choirs this year was the gender 
split.  We had 54 males and 35 females – an unusual issue 
for a choir.  In fact, our 6th-8th grade choir was made up of 
22 males and 4 females! 

For Choir Tour this year we once again headed up to 
scenic northern Michigan, but not before we dropped in at 
Chelsea Retirement Village to perform for the residents 
there.  Our next stop on the way up north was at Central 
Michigan University for a guided tour of the campus and 
facilities.  From there we made a return visit to Sleeping 
Bear Sand Dunes.  We stayed at the Lake Louise Retreat 
Center and performed at Independence Village of 
Petoskey Retirement Community as well as the chapel 
service at Lake Louise.  We managed to find time to 
explore Petoskey before heading back downstate.  The 
kids were really well received everywhere they performed 
and were great ambassadors for ROFUM and the music 
program here.  Thank you to the congregation for keeping 
us in your prayers as we traveled. 

Remember that we have made changes in our choir 
schedule for the coming year.  Treble and Revelation 
Choirs will continue to rehearse on Wednesdays during 
Holy COW; however, the Angelus Choir will rehearse 
from 12:15-1:15 p.m. (following the 11 a.m. worship 
service) on Sundays beginning on September 20.  
Angelus Choir will sing every 1st and 3rd Sunday at the 11 
a.m. service, also a change to put on your calendars.  
There will still be a strong youth presence at the 9:15 
service; it will just be in a new format utilizing student 
soloists and ensembles, both vocal and instrumental. 

You will also see a strong youth presence at the 
upcoming block party on September 13.  Look for them 
performing on the ROFUM lawn during the celebration.  
We want to make our community aware of the wonderful 
and varied talent that we have here in our church. 

�����������������

ROFUM Congregation – Greetings! 

Thank you for the rainbow 
of smiles you share with 
me each Sunday.  Keep 
those “crinkles in your 
wrinkles.”  God bless you 
ALL as you seek to solve 
the financial and growth 
problems of the church.   Shalom! 
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Rethink Stewardship – In His Steps 
This is so exciting!  In a few days we will start using 

the stewardship devotional booklet created entirely by 
members of this church.  You will receive it in the mail in 
the near future, and the first day to begin using it is 
September 15.  Mark your calendars! 

The theme of the 40-day devotional is “In His Steps 
– Following the Call of Jesus,” and it is divided into 6 
sections which outline the journey of following Jesus: 

1. I hear the invitation to follow the path. 
2. What do I take on my path? 
3. What path do I choose? 
4. Whom do I take with me? 
5. What happens when the path is steep? 
6. What do I do when I see the destination? 

You are encouraged to use the devotional daily; 
there are many ways to use it.  Here are a few: 

¨ Read it every morning at breakfast alone or with 
others 

¨ Read it every evening at dinner or before bed alone 
or with others 

¨ Break up a busy day and read it during lunch 
¨ Begin your church committee meeting with a 

reading from the devotional 
¨ Begin your Sunday School class with a reading 

from the devotional 
¨ Make a commitment with a friend to call each 

other every night or every other night to discuss 
the devotional (hold yourself accountable for 
reading it) 

¨ Share the devotional with friends or neighbors 
(extra copies will be available at church and on the 
website) 

There are some limited opportunities to give 
testimonials in worship services to speak about what one 
of the devotionals mean to your.  If you would like to 
share a testimony about the devotionals, please submit 
your name to the church office. 

Additionally, we have opportunities for volunteers to 
help with the Commitment Service fellowship celebration 
on October 24 & 25.  This is a short term project for 
anyone and a great opportunity to be a part of an exciting 
celebration at the conclusion of a meaningful 
commitment service.  If you are willing to help, please 
submit your name to the church office. 

“Be dressed ready for service.”  (Luke 12:35) 

 !"#������������$�����������

�

FIRST Adventures  
A new ministry of ROFUM was 
launched this summer.  FIRST 
Adventures is a recreational ministry 
that aims to provide adults with 
opportunities for spiritual formation, 
high-adventure activities for interacting 
with an amazing world, and experiences 
in compassionate community.   

Hiking, bicycling, canoeing and kayaking, rock climbing, 
running, backpacking, spelunking…who knows what we 
might get into? 

Our first activities have centered around bicycling.  
Meeting at the church parking lot at 8:00 a.m. each 
Saturday, riders of moderate ability and training led by 
Bob Berard have embarked on outings that have covered 
16 to 30 miles in length (so far) and have averaged 
around 14 mph, with cruise speeds of around 16-17 mph.  
Everyone’s welcome.  They have gone to parks northwest 
of Royal Oak and Cranbrook.  Other possible destinations 
include Belle Isle and Stony Creek (both more ambitious 
in length). 

A Fall Color Hike is in its planning stages and is expected 
to be held on Saturday, October 3. 

Additional planning meetings will be announced soon.  If 
you’re interested, come join the planning group: it’s open 
to all who are interested. 

New Pictorial Directory –  
It’s Not Too Late  
to Be Included 

Reserve your time now to get your 
picture taken for our pictorial directory.  We have a new 
company (Lifetouch) that will take the pictures; there 
should be no “hard sell” to buy additional photos.  
Appointments are available September 24–29.  Photos 
taken during the week can be scheduled from 2:30 – 
9:00 p.m. to fit work schedules, and on Saturdays from 
9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.  You can reserve time yourself 
through the church web site or sign up during 
Fellowship Times on September 13 & 20.  If you would 
be willing to help out by either registering appointments 
during Fellowship Times or by being a host when the 
pictures are taken, please let the church office know.  
We can use all the help we can get! 



 
News for All  
from the  
United Methodist Women 

Thursday, September 10, 6:30 p.m. 
Program and Dessert 

All are invited! 
 9:30 a.m. Executive Committee Mtg in Parlor 

Leader of the month: Marge Youngs 
 6:30 p.m.  Evening Mtg in Sanctuary 

Katie Peterson, deacon and parish worker of God’s 
Country Cooperative Parish (GCCP) will be our speaker 
for the evening.  This parish is in the central part of the 
Upper Peninsula of Michigan.  Ms. Peterson will 
describe to us how these seven United Methodist 
churches and three ministers band together to bring 
Christian leadership to the area.  It is a story of devotion, 
hard work, love, and friendship.  Your contributions of 
sweat pants and socks have been sent to them over the 
last two years.  We hope to load up Katie’s car when she 
leaves.  The boxes for collection are in the narthex.  This 
meeting is open to the whole congregation; no 
reservations are required.  Desserts will be served in the 
Parlor following the program.  Come one, come all!  

Detroit East District UMW 
2009 Ingathering Project 

Caring Caps for Women & Children 
(Cancer, Chemo, & Brain Surgery Patients) 

Items may be purchased, sewn, knitted or 
crocheted (soft fabrics, no wool, please) and 
should be laundered and placed individually 
in a quart or gallon ziplock bag. 

Adult sizes: S, M & L 
Adult scarves: 33”x35” or 35” square or larger 
Children’s sizes: S, M & L 
Children’s scarves: 24” square or larger 

Patterns are available from Shawl Ministry (see 
Mary Nahhat) or you may request patterns by email at 
stanleyd@comcast.net or call 313/767-8365 and patterns 
will be mailed to you.   

Please bring your Caring Caps to the September 
10 United Methodist Women unit meeting and tea. 

We do appreciate your continued support of the 
Ingathering Projects.  Thank you! 

 

Holiday Bazaar 
Saturday & Sunday, October 17 & 18 

Features of the Bazaar include 
Boutique Shops as well as a bakery 
loaded with homemade goods, 
jellies and jams.  For those of you 
who purchased the ‘Butter Braid” 
coffee cakes this spring and are interested in ordering 
more, that service will be available during the Bazaar.  A 
delightful luncheon will also be served for a nominal 
charge. 

We are asking for generous support from all of our 
church family as we continue to strive to raise funds for 
our mission outreach programs and obligations.  If you 
are interested in donating knitted and crocheted items, 
craft items, and baked goods, please contact Mary 
Nahhat.   Also, if you are interested in serving as a 
worker during this time or have questions, you may call 
Mary with this information.  Deadline for donated items 
is Sunday, October 4.  Deadline for baked goods is 9a.m. 
on Friday, October 16. 

United Methodist Women welcome your support! 
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Anonymous Greeting 
Dr. Nancy E. Hartrick - Family Dentistry 

Kinsey-Garrett Funeral Home 
Paul Kremer – Garage Doors 

Jennifer Notarantonio - Wellness Consultant 

New sponsors are always welcome!  Contact Lori 
Vickers in the church office (248/541-4100) to 
learn how you or your organization can become a 
Church Life sponsor. 

Sponsorships: 
�� Single Issue $15.00 
�� Quarterly (3 issues) $45.00 
�� Yearly (12 issues) $180.00 
Prices are based on a business card size ad. 

Individual Messages: 
�� Birthdays, Anniversaries, Greetings, etc. 

$5.00/issue 
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Have you ever thought you’d like to be a worship leader but didn’t know whom to tell?  Here is 
your chance!  We are putting together our liturgist schedule for the next year and we need you to 
volunteer.  We would like to have a liturgist at the 11:00 a.m. worship service.   

Liturgists lead the congregation in the Call to Worship and the Prayer of the People.  All adults and young adults are 
invited to volunteer, whether or not you have been a liturgist before.  We ask all interested persons to fill in the attached 
form and return it to the church office.  Even if you have served in the past, please fill in this form and indicate and 
dates that you will not be available. 

All liturgists will meet with Rev. Hice in the Sanctuary on Sunday, September 20, at 3:00 p.m. for a brief 
training session. 

�����������������	����������
����������������������	����������
����������������������	����������
����������������������	����������
������ ���
Name __________________________________________________  Phone________________________________ 

Email ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please list any dates you will not be available: ________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________  

������ ����!��"�#��$�������� ����!��"�#��$�������� ����!��"�#��$�������� ����!��"�#��$��� ���
“As for me, I am grateful that when Jesus came proclaiming the advent of his kingdom, he did not 
begin with sermons about reconciliation, atonement, justification, redemption or any other big, 
abstract, high-sounding words. He began by pointing to our stomachs, to that gnawing, unsatisfied, 
emptiness within. And then he invited us to dinner.”  ~(Sunday Dinner, by William H. Willimon. Nashville: The 
Upper Room, 1981, p. 72) 

We serve Holy Communion at Royal Oak First United Methodist Church on the first Sunday of every month.  We need 
8-10 persons (adults or young adults) in these Sunday morning services to help provide this holy and symbolic meal of 
remembrance and relationship.  Communion Stewards do not need to provide either the bread or the juice, but only to 
offer the elements during the worship services.  

Can you serve in this way? Please let us know of your interest in becoming, or continuing as, a Communion Steward. 

All Communion Stewards will meet with Rev. Hice in the Sanctuary on Sunday, September 20, at 3:00 p.m. for a 
brief training session. 

�����������������	������%	�����	�����&�
�������������������	������%	�����	�����&�
�������������������	������%	�����	�����&�
�������������������	������%	�����	�����&�
��� ���
Name __________________________________________________ 

Phone __________________________  Email ____________________________________  

I would like to be a Communion Steward in the  _____9:15 a.m.    
       _____11:00 a.m. service. 

Please list any dates you will not be available: ________________________________________________________ 
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Commodity Food Distribution 
Friday, September 4, 1-3 p.m. 

On Friday, September 4, from 1-3 p.m. a 
Commodity Food Distribution will be conducted at the 
Mahany/Meininger Senior Community Center, located at 
2500 Marais in Royal Oak.  Program eligibility is based 
on income.  You do not need to be a resident of Royal 
Oak or a senior citizen.  If you qualify (see charts below), 
you must bring a picture ID, proof of income of the entire 
household (weekly, monthly or annually), and social 
security cards of all members of the household. 

If you have any questions concerning the 
distribution, please call Paige Gembarski, Coordinator of 
Senior Citizen Activities for the City of Royal Oak, at 
248/246-3912. 

60 Years of Age and Older 
based on 160 percent of Federal Poverty Income guidelines 

 
 

Under 60 Years of Age 
based on 130 percent of Federal Poverty Income guidelines 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Rev. Hice sent each of us on 
the staff a copy of the July 24th 
Detroit East District Newsletter.  
Rev. Duane Miller, our District 
Superintendent, quoted a phone 
call he received from Rev. Albert 
Barchue, the DS of the Kakata-
Farmington District in Liberia.  The District Mission 
Team had gone there in 2008.  Rev. Barchue wanted to 
tell Duane that the churches in his district were praying 
intently for us because they have been hearing the news 
that there is 10% unemployment in the U.S., 15% 
unemployment in Michigan, and close to 20% in the 
Detroit area.  He wanted us to know that they realize what 
a great impact this must be having on our churches, 
people, and communities we serve.  All this comes from a 
country that has been devastated by 14 years of war and 
destruction and from people who are struggling for 
survival, yet they are thinking of us and our needs in our 
difficult times.  We are a connectional church; we pray 
for people in other countries, but we don’t think about 
them praying for us.  

Many people in our own congregation have 
experienced job loss or a reduction of their hours.  We 
have rejoiced with those who have found new jobs, 
although for many it has meant leaving our area and our 
church.  I know of people moving to Maryland, 
Connecticut, Utah for new jobs. 

As always, remember to call or visit our homebound 
members. 

Love and God bless, 
�����  

Household size Annual Monthly  Weekly 

1 $17,328 $1,444 $333 

2 $23,312 $1,943 $448 

3 $29,296 $2,441 $563 

4 $35,280 $2,940 $678 

For each additional 
family member add: 

$5,984 $499 $115 

Household size Annual Monthly  Weekly 

1 $14,079 $1,173 $271 

2 $18,941 $1,578 $364 

3 $23,803 $1,984 $458 

4 $28,665 $2,389 $551 

5 $33,527 $2,794 $645 

6 $38,389 $3,199 $738 

7 $43,251 $3,604 $832 

8 $48,113 $4,009 $925 

For each additional 
family member add: 

$4,862 $405 $94 

S.A.M.’s  
Senior Adult Ministries 

 C
orner 
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Names and addresses of our homebound members are very important to us.  There is 
constant change, so please note the names and addresses carefully.  If you have any 
corrections or updates, please notify the church office. 

 

Church Life is printed, labeled, and assembled one Tuesday a month.  It takes many 
hands to prepare the newsletter for mailing.  At this time I am in need of volunteers 
to help collate and tab the newsletter with a group of 6 or 7 individuals.  We meet at 
1:00 p.m. in the Parlor and are usually done by 2:30.  If you think you would be 
able to help out on occasion, please fill out the volunteer form below, indicating 

which Tuesdays you would be available to volunteer your time.  Please return volunteer forms to the office, 
attention: Lori Vickers, as soon as possible. 

Name____________________________________________ Phone #___________________________ 

Please check off the dates you wish to work. 

Date 1:00 p.m. 

Sept 22 (October issue) _________ 

Oct 20 (November issue) _________ 

Nov 17 (December issue) _________ 

Dec 15 (January issue) _________ 

 

Date 1:00 p.m. 

Jan 19 (February issue) _________ 

Feb 16 (March issue) _________ 

March 23 (April issue) _________ 

_________I would be willing to fill in as a sub 

Wally Borts 
Vi Bradshaw  
Edna Morrison 
Yvonne Quinn 
Jeannette Safran 
Dorothy Schwem  

Muriel Shepard  
Peggy Smullen 

Out of the Area 

Mary Davis 
Ruth Dawkins 
Maggie Fries 
Christina Smith 
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Bill Adcock 
Margaret Andriths 
Jim Angus 
Mike Baker & family 
Jack Beggs 
Karen Belling 
Don Brown 
Evelyn Burch 
Bonnie Case 
Cynthia Cline 
Wilma Cooper 
Eiguliai Methodist Church 

Jay Embry 
Jeannette & John Fidler 
Florence Fowler 
Carolyn Gabler 
Mary Gray 
Leoda Hall 
Oliver Hall 
Gerry Hansen 
Ed Hansen 
Laura Hice 
Delbert Holser 
Our Homebound Members 
Dr. John Jennings 
Tim Koerner 
Adam Loeffler 
Cathy Marsh 
Janice Marsh 

Pauline Marsh 
David Moser 
Frank Moser 
Martha Mulder-Cox 
John Olexy 
Ursela Panula 
Russ Porteous 
Steve Reinert 
Scott Robbins 
Pam Robinson 
Audrey Russell 
Walter & Vera Schulze 
Michael Sharpe 
Alison Shubitowski 
David Siira 
Nadine Urquhart 
Edna Vroman 

Our prayers for God’s healing touch for: 
Drew Collins – 8 years old.  Cystic fibrosis.  He is doing pretty well. 
Zachary Houghton – 7 ½ years old.  He has breathing problems. 
Spencer Lisabeth – 10 years old.  Diagnosed with leukemia in August, 2005.  Last December they completed all 

treatments.  He is now described as Leukemia free, but has to go for a monthly blood test.   
Nicholas Oberdier – 11 months old.  He was born with a mass around his nose and eye.  He has had surgery for it. 
Emily Paswater – 1 year old.  A tumor on the end of her nose is being treated. 
Brennan Wadsworth – 12 years old.  Diagnosed schizophrenic and bipolar. 
Marek Werda – 6 years old.  A June check-up in Chicago showed that the main vein delivering about 85% of the blood 

supply through the liver was very narrow and no longer able to do the job.  Two and a half weeks later angioplasty 
was performed.  It may take another month or two to see the full effects. 

8/11/09 

Dar Heiser - Marines (Iraq) 
Jody Holton - Hawaii 
Paul Kondrat - Marines (Afghanistan) 
Andrew Kostrzewa - Navy (Guam) 

       Dan Lewis - Army (Italy) 
       Cameron Mattox - (Home) 

Aaron Mingle - Navy (Florida) 
Thomas Morales - Navy (Gulf) 
Jessica Moran - Army (Iraq) 
Kimberly Munzinger - Marines (N. Carolina) 
Kirk Munzinger - Army (Afghanistan) 
Jason Schaeffer - Marines (Washington)) 
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 -1- Carter Riggs 

 -2- Joseph Barnhart 
  Jean Foster 
  Shirley Harris 
  Marion LeBeau 
  Lesa Nielsen 

 -3- Carrie Danaher 

 -4- Krista Marck 

 -5- Joyce Nelson 
  Hannah Richardson 

 -6- Rachel Cummings 
  Dwight Ewing 
  Brianna Jones 
  Laura Sluss 
  Claire VanBrandeghen 

 -7- Adam Christopher 
  Larry Oberdier 
  Cory Smith 
  Joann Smith 

-11- Bernadette Ewing 
  Grace Perkins 
  Janis Stroud 

-12- Dorothy Alic 
  Nicholas Beatty 

-13- Isabella Burgess 
  Gertrude Penney 

-15- Kris Hanstrom 
  Madeline Wahl 

-16- Sean Barr 
  Dolores Bratta 
  Edna Morrison 
  Wendy Nahhat 

-17- Jenna Belling 
  Kaitlyn Blankenship 
  Ian Gilbert 
  Suzanne Ortiz 
  Tim Ryckman 

-19- Roger Morris Johnson 
  Kyle Paswater 

-20- Patrick Calhoun 
  Sydney Wells 

-21- Karen Halsig 

-22- Elsie Consolacion 
  Kim Frentz 

-23- Amy Parrent 
  Charlene Patten 

-24- Dorothy Cowley 

-25- Karen Calhoun 
  Jacquelyn Semivan 

-26- Michelle Inda 
  Roger Martin 
  Jack Poirier 
  Harrison Watts 

-28- Aeden Barnhart 
  Heather Dresden 
  Jessica Richards 
  Audrey Russell 
  Kenny Vincent 

-29- Chad Hetchler 
  Kevin McFall 

-30- Andy Harmon, Jr. 
  Grant Heller 
  Rick Reed 
  Edmund Ura 

MetroBridges Ministry for Reconciliation and Justice Begins 
A new ministry of ROFUM was organized in June.  

MetroBridge’s aim is to break down the walls that divide 
people in Greater Detroit by building bridges of God’s love.  
Heart-to-heart, church-to-church, and community-to-
community.  Growing in understanding, establishing 
partnership to work for justice, and friendship-making, our 
endeavor will be a pilgrim’s journey of discovery and 
involvement. 

Our first venture was undertaken: Saturday, August 8, at 
Joy-Southfield Community Development Corporation’s 
(JSCDC) Health and Education Center.  A dozen ROFUM 
members met with David Law (agency director), Clinic 
Director Charissa Shawcross, and several members of 
Second Grace United Methodist Church, which founded 
JSCDC.   

We will be meeting to plan more events such as this, 
host visits like this by “pilgrims” from other communities in 
Greater Detroit, and engage in studies that will help us grow 
in awareness and familiarity with the full diversity of God’s children who are our neighbors.  Watch for opportunities 
and, if you’d like, become involved in making our unfolding plans. 

In this photo: members of ROFUM, 2nd Grace United 
Methodist Church, Joy-Southfield Board members and staff. 
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Sunday Funday Block Party 
September 13, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Come one!  Come all!  ROFUM’s Block Party will 
have Fun!  Food!  Games!  Building tours!  Fall program 
information!  Seventh Street will be blocked off between 
Washington and Lafayette for outdoor fun!  It will be a 
day to renew friendships after a long summer!  It will be 
a day to make new friendships with church members 
you’ve wanted to get to know!  It will be a day to meet 
neighbors from ROFUM’s surrounding neighborhood!  It 
will be a day to invite and meet passersby!  AND 
PLEASE PRAY FOR A GORGEOUS SUNNY DAY! 

We need your prayers, your presence, and your gift 
of service to witness to the community what great things 
we do in our church!  And if you aren’t 
sure of all that we do, COME AND FIND 
OUT!  If you are interested in helping 
make this day a success, please let us 
know. 

 

 

 

 

Fall Worship Schedule 
Resumes Sept. 20   

  9:15 a.m.—Arise! Worship & Children’s Church 
11:00 a.m.—Worship & Church School 

Arise! @9:15 
New Sunday Worship Format 

Come join us for upbeat music, a new location, a 
new name, and the same dedication to Christ.   

Arise will be meeting in the Chapel on Sunday 
mornings at 9:15.  As our attendance numbers grow, we 
will move to the Parlor, and then into the Sanctuary.  
Those who have been attending the 8:30 a.m. summer 
worship service have come to enjoy the casual feel of the 
service: new order of worship, faster tempo music, new 
songs, songs of faith, and coffee during the service.  
These will all continue with more additions to come, 
including a variety of musicians (electronic piano, choirs, 
solos, perhaps even drums). 

See you at Arise beginning September 20 at 9:15 a.m.! 


