
Thanksgiving, a 
tradition rich in 
blessing in itself, 
seems also to be a 
staging for the 
whole holiday 
season.  
Thanksgiving 
parades are named, 

“Christmas Parade.”  The day after 
Thanksgiving has now become an 
institution we know as…well, you 
know about that Friday.  This is where 
it begins – the long season of holiday 
celebration that doesn’t end until 
February’s Superbowl.   And for 
Christians and those who live by the 
rhythms of Christian observances, the 
center and most sacred of it all is 
Christmas. 

Christmas: how do you keep it?  
Traditions vary from home to home.  
One is certain to roast turkey and 
stuffing; another savors the Christmas 
ham.  One household fills with 
laughter and delight around a tree on 
Christmas Eve, unwrapping all the 
gifts; next door not a package is 
opened until Christmas morning, after 
a festive breakfast (that the children 
can hardly endure).  Different 
traditions; yet they all converge to 
share a common “keep” when they 

join on Christmas Eve in a sanctuary 
for worship.  It’s together that all the 
individuals and families join as God’s 
family to give thanks for Jesus, the 
Newborn Prince of Peace. 

Now, about our keeping 
Christmas, 2011.  Christmas Day falls 
on a Sunday, something that happens 
once every several years.  So, in 
addition to our common keep on 
Saturday, Christmas Eve, there is 
opportunity to keep Christmas even 
more fast by a re-gathering in the 
morning.  A time to sing for joy in the 
daylight: remember the sacred in the 
heart of the day.  Families in the 
middle of keeping their traditions, this 
year, may come together as Christ’s 
family in the midst of their joy. 

“O come all ye faithful,” I say.  
And you say, “Yes, sounds good.  But 
you’re the pastor.  You’re supposed to 
say that.”  So, I’ll beg another voice of 
a friend of yours and mine, who can 
say it well: our Director of Children 
and Youth Choirs, Jennifer Semivan. 

Jennifer: I love Christmas!  Of 
course I love the music (it’s not just a 
job requirement), but there is so much 
more.  It’s a time when we focus on 
joy, and concentrate our efforts on 
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Dear Friends! 

Thank you so much for the nice card I 
received.  It meant so much to me to know 
I have so many friends in Royal Oak.  

Thank you and God bless you all. 

���������	
����	
������ ��  

Dear ROFUM Friends, 

I was so pleasantly surprised by the card that you 
sent me during my recovery from surgery.  I appreciate 
your thoughtfulness and prayers.  I am nearing recovery 
and hope to be able to participate in activities at 
Dearborn: First UMC and hope to visit the Royal Oak 
church sometime soon. 

Thank you again and God bless you, 

���	����	

������ ��  

Dear Church Friends, 

I want to thank all of you who sent cards and called 
me since my recent hip replacement surgery.  The Circle 
of Care card was especially appropriate with the antique 
cars going down the road. 

Thanks to Rev. Hice and Rev. Goudie for their visits 
in the hospital.  I am making good progress. 

Sincerely, 
������	��������	

 

 

 
 
The faith community of Royal Oak First extends 
sympathy to: 

The family and friends of Don Kirby  on his death 
Mari Holser  on the death of her mother, Keiko Ueda, 

9/3 
Fay Munzinger on the death of her mother, Ella 

Hafferkamp, 9/18 
The family and friends of Ruth Miller  on her death, 9/28 
Florence Fowler on the death of her great-niece, Amy 

Szczetkowski, 9/29 

 

��������	
�	�����
�����������	
�	�����
�����������	
�	�����
�����������	
�	�����
���	 			
Emily Elizabeth Edwards, child of Elizabeth Malama & 

Michael Edwards 

 

 

 

 

Dennis Cole & Stephanie Ingham, 9/24 

 

���	����������	����������	����������	�������	 			
Emilia Rose Oberdier, 9/12, daughter 

of Andy & Anita Oberdier.  
Grandparents are Larry & Dolly Oberdier. 

Brady William Schalm, 10/5, son of Ashley & Virgil 
Schalm.  Grandparents are Richard & Elsa Reynolds.  
Great-grandparents are William & Virginia 
Hassberter. 

 

Bibles Presented to  
Third Graders and Confirmands 
On Sunday, October 9, eight eighth graders received 

Bibles as they begin confirmation class, and five third 
graders received children’s Bibles.  Eighth graders 
receiving Bibles were Brendan Beerer, Quinn Fall, Ian 

Gilbert, Benjamin Huber, Ellis Kempf, 
Clay Kosnik, Nathan Kubacki, and 
Lindsey Mutz.  Third graders receiving 
Bibles were Ana Burgess, Charles 
Gephart, Ethan Heckman, Christel 
Samson, and Abby Tripoli. 

PEOPLE IN  
THE CHURCH 
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Keeping Christmas  

passing that joy on to others.  It’s also a 
time steeped in tradition.  We have so 
many wonderful traditions here at 
ROFUM – our beautifully decorated 
sanctuary, Feast of Carols featuring our 
many talented musicians, and Christmas 
Eve Services complete with a children’s 
pageant, candlelight, and of course, 
beautiful music.  I love Christmas!   

But I have a confession to make.  About two years 
ago we were doing some long-range planning at a 
Program Staff meeting and it was pointed out that in 2011 
Christmas day would fall on a Sunday.  My initial 
reaction was “Ugh”.  Two years have quickly passed and 
Christmas day will, in fact, be on a Sunday this year.  Our 
Worship committee has decided to have one service at 
11:00 am on December 25th.  It will be a service filled 
with congregational singing – all of our favorite 
Christmas hymns, as well as a celebration of God’s 
miraculous, incredible gift to us – His own Son.   

My own family’s tradition is to have Grandma and 
Grandpa join us for Christmas Eve dinner and worship, 
and then spend the night with us.  On Christmas morning 
we gather in the living room with our coffee or tea, after 
having rolled the last person out of bed (remember –my 
kids are older!)  We laugh together in our pajamas, open 
stockings and presents, and then sit down to our usual 
Christmas breakfast of sausage, scrambled eggs, and 
homemade coffeecake.  This year we will repeat our 
ritual, and then those of us who choose will come to 
church.   

I have decided that being in worship together in our 
sanctuary on December 25th is not an inconvenience, but 
is an opportunity that seldom comes around.  I am 
looking forward to it.  Sometimes the best family 
memories are the times that traditions were changed a 
little.  Those moments are certainly the most memorable.   
I am planning on a very special Christmas Day with my 
family that will include time spent singing and being in 
worship together at ROFUM.  And I will also look 
forward to a unique Covenant Renewal Sunday worship 
experience at 11:00 am on New Year’s Day (also a 
Sunday).  I know in my heart that I won’t find a better 
way to end 2011, and to begin 2012.   

Grace and Peace, 
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News from the Worship Work Area 
This year, on November 27, the first Sunday of 

Advent (the Sunday following Thanksgiving), we will 
celebrate the season by participating in a traditional 
“Hanging of the Greens” service.  Although this type of 
service is not yet a tradition at our church, it is very 
common in other churches.    Each 
of our three weekend services will 
honor the tradition, but each in a 
slightly different way.  Sunday 
morning’s services will include the 
procession of the different visual 
elements of worship and special 
readings to accompany each 
element. 

Anyone who would like to volunteer to participate in 
this special worship event is welcome.  We are looking 
for participants to carry the processed items (Bible, 
candles, greens, etc.), additional liturgists, and there is a 
special role for the children during the 11:00 worship 
service.  Look for sign-up sheets after weekend worship 
services and at Holy COW. 

As in previous years, we are also looking for 
volunteers to read the Advent litany and light the candles 
in the Advent wreath for each of the Sunday services in 
Advent (those who volunteer for the first Sunday in 
Advent will participate in the procession).  You don’t 
need to be a family with young children to volunteer for 
this service opportunity – any friendly group of people 
can work together on a Sunday. 

A special note:  Christmas Day and New Year’s Day 
fall on Sundays this year.  We will have just one worship 
service at 11:00 a.m. on each of those Sundays  

(Continued from page 1) 

Friday, November 25, 
the day after Thanksgiving  
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Mission Spotlight:   
Cass Community  
Social Services   

Cass Community Social Services (CCSS) is the 
Mission Jubilee project for the month of November.  
Located in downtown Detroit, the mission of CCSS is “to 
make a profound difference in the diverse populations it 
serves by providing for basic needs, including affordable 
housing, promoting self reliance and encouraging 
community inclusion and improvement.”  Services are 
focused on providing food to homebound seniors, adults 
with a mental illness, and the homeless; offering 
transitional and permanent housing for homeless men, 
women, and children; providing health services including 
a Free Clinic every Saturday; and providing vocational 
and youth services.  CCSS has 100 employees, utilizes 
5,000 volunteers annually, and serves 20,000 meals a 
week to those in need.  For additional information, please 
visit http://casscommunity.org/. 

Mission Jubilee is an important part of the overall 
missions of the church.  To contribute to Mission Jubilee, 
please use the yellow envelopes in your offering box or in 
the pew racks. 

 

Watch for Giving Trees at ROFUM 
Our special Christmas trees will be appearing soon, 

providing us with two opportunities for sharing with 
others this Christmas.  The big mitten tree will be put up 
in the Parlor by the beginning 
of November.  Please help us 
decorate it with new hats, 
scarves, gloves and mittens.  
Items collected during the 
month of November will be sent 
down to Cass Community 
Social Services for distribution 
to needy individuals.  Items collected during the month of 
December will be distributed to our own Sack Lunch 
guests. 

On the Sunday after Thanksgiving I will be putting 
out the little Christmas trees decorated with red and green 
tags containing the names and addresses of our 
homebound members.  Please help us “un-decorate” these 
trees by taking a tag or two or three and sending 
Christmas cards to these shut-ins.  Don’t be afraid to take 
the name of someone you don’t know! 

�����	���� �	Congregational Care Assistant	

 

Sack Lunch 
We had a very busy August serving 850 guests and 

September with nearly 700.  I do not know if these higher 
numbers will continue into the winter months but, as 
usual, we are in need of juice boxes, fruit or pudding 
cups, lunch meat, cheese slices, hot dogs, 
bread, chips, cookies, and fresh fruit.  
Please do not put any items in the freezer.  
Just label your donations “sack lunch” and 
leave them on the table in the Kitchenette.  
We are particularly in need of monetary 
donations – we’ll do the shopping!  
Monetary donations should be left in the 
church office. 

We continue to pass out clothing on the last Monday 
of the month.  If you have items you would like to donate, 
please bring them to church on the last weekend of the 
month and leave in the Kitchenette.  If this is 
inconvenient, please call me and we will work it out.  
Items needed are blankets, hygiene items of any kind, 
men’s and women’s jeans, levis, warm shoes, boots, new 
or used socks and underwear, winter jackets, warm shirts, 
gloves and hats.  Thanks to everyone for donating to this 
much-needed program in our community and to all our 
volunteers who continue to serve our guests with smiles, 
hugs, and something warm to eat. 

Thanks to Marilyn Murley for making soup.  And 
many thanks to Starbucks and Caribou Coffee shops for 
their donations of great treats, to Jet’s Pizza for cheesy 
breadsticks, Monterrey Cantina for all of our paper 
products, and to Holy COW for donating their leftovers! 

�������	����� , Sack Lunch Coordinator 

	

January 15, 2012 
4:00 p.m. 

MetroBridges invites all to join 
them here at ROFUM on the 

afternoon of Sunday, January 15, for a performance 
by the Second Grace UMC Children’s Choir and 
Dance and Drum Group.  Our own youth choirs will 
also perform.  The event will be followed by a 
potluck.  Join us for good food, good conversation, 
and good entertainment as we get to know our friends 
from Second Grace.  Stay tuned for more details! 
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Join ROFUM at the  
Holiday Magic Parade 

Saturday, November 19 
Again this year Royal Oak is hosting a Holiday 

Parade, this year it will be held on Saturday, November 
19, at 11 a.m.  This entertaining event draws thousands 
that line the streets to partake in the festivities.  Since our 
church has front row seating (parade route is on 
Washington), we extend our parking lot for free parking 
and offer free hot chocolate to parade goers.  If you (and 
your family) would like to assist in this effort, there are 
three ways you can be involved: 

1)  Help serve hot chocolate under the tent that will 
be in front of the church 

2)  Pass out candy canes and cards inviting people 
along the parade route to come to our tent 

For both of these opportunities, we ask that you 
arrive by 10:45 a.m.  If you are interested in helping out, 
please leave your name with the church office. 

3)  Carol on the front lawn of the church before the 
parade begins 

We will carol between the “Santa Scamper” run and 
the beginning of the parade.  Join us inside the church at 
10:20 a.m. to warm up our voices and get music.  Note: 
leave extra time to drive here due to parade traffic.  Who 
is invited to participate in caroling?  Choir members, non-
choir members, children, youth, adults, church members, 
friends, neighbors, guests, strangers – all are welcome!  
What will we sing?  “Joy to the World, the Lord is 
Come!” and other songs that celebrate God coming to us 
through Jesus, Emmanuel, our Savior, Messiah.  As we 
continue to grow in our prayers, presence, gifts, service, 
and witness, this is an opportunity to share a message of 
God’s love with our community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mug Ministry Meeting – Welcome! 
7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 9 

Have you heard anyone at church refer to “mugging” 
or being “mugged?”  It’s not a criminal activity, but a 
fond expression for taking a coffee mug (filled with 
welcoming information about our church) to first-time 
visitors.  It’s exciting to be a part of a welcoming and 
growing aspect of ministry!   

All who are currently involved in or who are 
interested in becoming involved in our Mug Ministry is 
invited to attend this meeting on Wednesday, November 
9, at 7:30 p.m. in the Small Dining Room.  Agenda 
includes both “Intro” (for new volunteers) and 
“Tweaking” tracks (learning from experience).   

“Intro” track: How does it work? (and other questio ns 
you may have) 

· Someone prepares the mugs and a team delivers 
them to the homes of visitors Sunday after church.  
Do people like that?  Yes!  They appreciate that 
someone cared enough to find them and say, “We 
are glad you came!” 

· Is it too invasive?  No.  We knock and give them a 
gift for their coffee mug collection.  We do not 
interview them, go inside, stay, or pry.  They may 
become our new best friend, but not that day.  We try 
to find the right balance. 

· How much time does it take?  We never know how 
many visitors may attend each week. 

“Tweaking” track: What if I have ideas about how to 
make this welcoming ministry better?  Does anyone 
want to hear them? 

· We sure do!  If you have already participated, your 
experience may have given you ideas and 
suggestions.  Let’s put them together! 

· Do you have particular tweaks in mind for this 
meeting?  Yes, we do!  We want to develop a system 
of including people to visit in the geographic area of 
their home.  We have some ideas for organizing that 
and would like your input as well. 

We hope you will come!  Please call the church 
office or Laura Hice with questions or to sign up. 

Jesus said, “I was a stranger and you welcomed me.”   
Matthew 25:35b 
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Life and Financial Planning 
Holy COW Adult Workshops 

Starting November 2 and running through December 14, workshops to help individuals and families deal with life 
and financial planning will be held as part of Holy COW.  These workshops will be held in the Parlor from 6:30-7:30 
p.m. after the Holy COW dinner.  Here is a short synopsis of these workshops: 

Nov 2. Grateful Living and Generous Giving: An Introduction to Charitable Planned Giving 
Rev David Bell, Executive Director, United Methodist Foundation of Michigan 
When might it be prudent to sell an asset and contribute the proceeds to the church?  When is it best to 

contribute the asset instead of selling it? 
How could I increase my retirement income for the remainder of my life and provide a charitable gift to the 

church at the same time? 
How can I give to a charity and still provide a legacy to my grandchildren? 
How can I best provide a legacy gift to help carry on the mission and ministry of the church? 

Have you ever asked yourself one of these questions?  This seminar will answer many of your questions 
about legacy gifts and estate planning basics.  We are hosting this informative seminar to equip you to be an 
even better steward of God’s gifts in your life.  

Nov 9. Family Money Management - Relationships and Money (Part 1 of 2) 
Brian Coles, Financial Consultant 

The flow of money in a family represents the value system under which that family operates.  Where 
finances are involved, we'll discuss differences between men and women, and between singles and couples.  
Additionally we'll cover how to teach children about money and how to make managing finances a strength in 
your household instead of a topic for argument. 

Nov 16. Family Money Management - Relationships and Money (Part 2 of 2) 
Brian Coles, Financial Consultant 

See above.  This is a continuation of the Nov 9 workshop. 

Nov 30.  Estate Planning - Wills, Trusts, Power of Attorney and Probate 
W. Craig Sleeman, Attorney and Counselor at Law 

In this workshop we will take a general overview of estate planning.  Starting with the probate process 
(what it is and isn't), we will discuss how the various estate planning tools fit into that process and help to 
control it or avoid it altogether.  Learn how a will insures that your wishes are followed and how a trust may do 
that with some potential added benefits.  Not only will we discuss post death planning, but we will take a look at 
incapacity planning as well with the use of both financial and health care power of attorneys.  Bring your 
questions and learn how a little planning can help ease concerns about the unknown future.  

Dec 7. Investment Planning and Asset Allocation 
Andrew Strong, Wealth Management Advisor, Merrill Lynch 

You might have a child’s tuition costs on the horizon or want to avoid living like a poor student at age 70.  
Are you properly positioned for the short and long term?  How do such low interest rates effect your asset 
allocation decisions?  Learn how to create a successful investment plan.  We will also discuss how best to adjust 
your investment strategy in today’s market.   

Dec 14. Time Management and Planning 
Joan Johnson, Former Corporate Trainer  

Whether a project is large or small, planning can increase efficiency and reduce frustration.  Planning 
considers the size of the project, project objectives, budget, a list of activities required to complete the project, 
and an estimated timeline.  Time management will cover setting priorities, estimating the time required for each 
activity, delegating activities, saying "No," and include self-care. 

You can register for these interesting and useful workshops by contacting the church office (248-541-4100 or 
office@rofum.org) and telling them you plan to attend the Life and Financial Planning Workshops.  There is no cost but 

(Continued on page 7) 



Join us for a Feast of Carols 
Our annual Christmas Concert, or 
Feast of Carols, is coming up.  The 
concert will be on Sunday, 
December 11, at 4:00 p.m.  This is a 
wonderful opportunity to celebrate 
the Christmas season with fine 
music and company.  All of our 

choirs will be singing.  The Celebration Ringers and 
Carillon Ringers will be ringing.  We will also have 
special guest musicians.  All of the music groups from 
the church will be contributing for this special day. 

The Feast of Carols will begin with a preview 
during worship on December 11.  The Sanctuary will be 
beautifully decorated in addition to the outstanding 
Christmas music.  What a delightful way to experience a 
celebration of the birth of our Lord! 

������	 �!�� , Director of Music 

 

Enjoy an afternoon of Special Music 
Sunday, November 13, at 2:00 p.m. 

All are invited to a student recital in the Sanctuary 
on Sunday, November 13.  Music students of Allison and 
Neal Harris will be performing works on the violin, 
viola, and piano.  Allison will also be sharing a special 
musical gift at our 11 a.m. worship service on that day. 

 

Music Guild Greens Sale 
Get in the Christmas spirit and 

decorate with greens from Music Guild 
and help to financially support Choir 
Camp.  We will be taking pre-paid 
orders during Fellowship Time all 
month, with delivery after 
Thanksgiving.  Wreaths, roping, grave 
blankets, and more will be available.  
Any questions?  Call Cathy Baker or Shirley Harris. 

 

 

 

Youth Choir News 
I now it’s barely November, but Advent and 

Christmas are coming soon!  Be sure to check our 
website (www.rofum.org) for the choir schedule that is 
posted under “Ministries” and “Choirs.”  Just scroll 
down for a printable pdf copy so you can keep track of 
when your child sings.  And don’t forget to put “Feast of 
Carols” on your calendar – December11th at 4 p.m.!  
Start inviting your family, friends, and neighbors now so 
they are able to save the date.  We will have a rehearsal 
for this church-wide event on Saturday, December 10, at 
10 a.m. in the Sanctuary.  Choir members are asked to 
bring donations of homemade cookies and punch 
“fixings” for the afterglow that follows this event. 

I hope you have noticed how much easier it is to 
hear the youth choirs when they sing in the Sanctuary.  A 
huge thank you goes out to our Tech Team members and 
sound operators for purchasing the equipment necessary 
to make this possible. 

There is one more date to be sure to save on your 
calendars.  On Sunday, January 15, ROFUM will be 
hosting an African Drum and Youth Choir from Second 
Grace United Methodist Church.  There will be an 
opportunity to take part in a potluck meal that afternoon, 
and then enjoy the exciting program.  More details will 
be coming in the months ahead. 

��������	������� , Youth/Children’s Choir Director 
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Life and Financial Planning 

registration is required to assure workshop handouts will 
be available for everyone.  Also, please tell the office 
whether or not you plan to enjoy the meal and fellowship 
at the Holy COW dinner preceding the class.  (Dinner 
starts at 5:30 pm and there will be a free will offering to 
help defray the cost of the meal.) 

These workshops are sponsored by the ROFUM 
Investment Committee which is responsible for managing 
and promoting the ROFUM Endowment Fund.  This fund 
provides capital for important church initiatives such as 
the elevator, parking lot, phone system, roof repairs and 
other major renovations. 

����	"���� , Investment Committee Chairperson 

(Continued from page 6) 

  Music Department News 



 
News for All  
from the  
United Methodist Women 

All women are invited to join us at our November 
and December luncheons and programs.  Luncheons 
begin at 12:15, with the program following at 1:00. 

Thursday, November 3  George Samson will be 
presenting a program on World Medical Relief.  If you 
have outdated medicine or medications that you no 
longer need, please bring them to donate to World 
Medical Relief.  Medications are collected and 
distributed for Third World Relief. 

Thursday, December 1  Mary Nahhat presents our 
annual Christmas program, “Christmas Songs Made in 
America.”  Join us for our Christmas luncheon, and then 
enjoy an afternoon of singing Christmas songs, each 
having been “made in America.”  This is an opportunity 
to bring friends to join with us in ushering in the Advent 
and Christmas season.  All are welcome. 
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United Methodist Women  
“Homecoming and Heritage” Evening 11-11-11 

Friday, November 11, 6:30 p.m. 
“Homecoming and Heritage” is a dinner evening honoring church members and family members who have served 

in the military throughout the history of our country.  The evening is sponsored by United Methodist Women as their 
annual fund raiser for missions.  There will also be a craft show during the festivities.  The event will take place in our 
Fellowship Hall. 
Tickets for the event will be on sale in Fellowship Hall on Sunday mornings through October 30.   

Adults $12 
Ages 6-12 $  6 
Age 5 & under free 

If you are interested in contributing collections of pictures and memorabilia for display, please bring them to the 
collection area in the church office no later than Sunday, October 30. 

You are invited to submit personal “hometown memories” of your experiences on the home front during war years.  
Copy must be in printed form, enclosed in an envelope and marked “Hometown Memories.”  Envelopes should be 
deposited in the collection area in the office.  Please limit your article to 50 words or less. 

United Methodist Men will assist with transportation for those who need the service.  To request transportation, 
please fill out the tear-off below and turn in to the church office. 

Questions about memorabilia and memories can be directed to Mary Nahhat. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

“Homecoming and Heritage” 

Yes, I am in need of transportation for the “Homecoming and Heritage” event. 

Name_________________________________________________________________________  

Address _______________________________________________________________________  

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 
Saturday, November 19, 8:19 a.m. 

Mary Nahhat presents: 

“Christmas Songs Made in America” 

Come and enjoy a good breakfast and fun times 
with Mary as she gets us in tune for the holiday 
season.  Gals are welcome to join us! 



   

In His Steps –Here I Am, Lord 
Every Member Commitment 

We did it!  We reflected on ways to follow Jesus In 
His Steps.  We prayerfully considered the commitments 
we made in the areas of prayers, presence, gifts, service 
and witness.  We made our commitments in those areas 
on Commitment weekend.   

However, it’s never too late to be a part of the 
journey and to help us reach the goal of 100% 
participation in returning your Every Member 
Commitment Card.  This is an Every Member 
Commitment for a specific reason.  Returning the card is 
a very important and tangible sign that you are 
committed to the missions and goals of ROFUM.  Please 
submit cards to the church office as soon as possible to 
eliminate the need for follow-up with you.   

The success for 2012 has already begun by the great 
participation of over 100 volunteers who served as In His 
Steps Ambassadors or Messengers.  All who picked up 
their In His Steps packets reduced the mailing costs by 
$1 per packet – thank you.  The continued success we 
have in 2012 depends on all of us working together to 
answer the call. 

All 2012 Commitments are important and we will 
be following through on those throughout the upcoming 
year.   

Let us continue to be good stewards and prayerfully 
consider our time, talents, gifts, service, and witness to 
follow Christ, and then lead others in the same path, 
showing what working together accomplishes and that 
anything is possible through Christ when we believe. 

“For you have been called for this purpose, since 
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for 
you to follow in His steps.”  1 Peter 2:21 

#$%%	�&
'�	�(�)������*	+����((��	

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keith J. Leenhouts College 
Scholarship Fund 

It is time to take steps to 
apply for college scholarships 
for the 2012 school year.  The 
Keith J. Leenhouts College 
Scholarship Fund is held in trust 
and administered by the 
Investment Committee of Royal 
Oak First United Methodist 
Church.  The Scholarship Committee will administer the 
awarding of the scholarships. 

Application forms are available in the church office 
and at Royal Oak High School and Berkley High School.  
Guidelines for awarding the scholarships are included 
with the applications.  Scholarships will be granted only 
to those students enrolled in a college or university 
accredited by the North Central Association.  The 
deadline for submission of applications is February 15, 
2012. 

Contributions to the Keith J. Leenhouts Scholarship 
Fund will be gratefully accepted.  Checks payable to 
Royal Oak First United Methodist Church should be sent 
to the church office.  Please designate on your 
communication that it is a contribution to the Scholarship 
Fund.  Questions?  Contact Noel Peterson. 
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Dr. Nancy E. Hartrick - Family Dentistry 
Kinsey-Garrett Funeral Home 
Paul Kremer – Garage Doors 

New sponsors are always welcome!  Contact Lori 
Vickers in the church office (248/541-4100) to 
learn how you or your organization can become a 
Church Life sponsor. 

Sponsorships: 
�� Single Issue $15.00 
�� Quarterly (3 issues) $45.00 
�� Yearly (12 issues) $180.00 
Prices are based on a business card size ad. 

Individual Messages: 
�� Birthdays, Anniversaries, Greetings, etc. 

$5.00/issue 

God’s Handiwork 
How very thankful we should be 
That we are blest with eyes to view 
Fall’s lovely, spenderous beauty 
On leaves in golden, vibrant hues. 

We’re grateful to stand on this ground 
Amidst the leaves that are ablaze - 
We sense God’s presence all around 
And feel in awe and give him praise. 

God cares for each minute leaf 
Unique and different though they be –  
It just is proof of our belief 
That He will bless both you and me. 

                         ~Lee Hoffmann 

Poinsettia Order Form 
Again this year we are offering the choice of providing a poinsettia or contributing to UMCOR in 
honor or memory of a loved one.  The poinsettias will decorate the Sanctuary on Sunday, Dec. 18, 
as well as during our evening Christmas Eve services.  The names of the donors and those to be 
honored or memorialized will be printed as a bulletin insert on Sunday morning, Dec. 18.  If you 
wish to participate, return this form to the church office on or before Sunday, December 4.    

Please use one (1) form per poinsettia/UMCOR tribute.  Additional forms are available in the church office. 

Money must accompany your order (checks payable to First United Methodist Church). 
  
___Enclosed is $16.00 for a poinsettia (please indicate color below) 

Color:   ____ Red          ____ White          ____ Pink 

 ___I will donate and deliver my plant to a homebound member on Sunday morning, December 18.  (The church will 
provide the name and address of a homebound member.) 

 ___I will pick up my plant following the 10:00 p.m. candlelight worship service on Christmas Eve. 

___I will order my own plant & deliver it to the church on Friday, December 16. 

___Enclosed is my donation of $_______ for UMCOR in place of a poinsettia. 

This will be a memorial to _________________________________________________________________________  
                                                 (P l e a s e    P r i n t)  

OR in honor of__________________________________________________________________________________  
                                                      (P l e a s e    P r i n t)  

Given by ________________________________________________________  Phone #______________________  
                                     (P l e a s e    P r i n t)  
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Sunday, November 6 
Daylight Savings Time ends 

Cross Country Ski Weekend 
for Families and Adults 

We had such a wonderful time cross 
country skiing up north last winter that 
we're going to do it again this winter and 
make it available to families, too. �Please 

join us for our Cross Country Ski Weekend in 
Roscommon, MI on the weekend of January 20-22. �
The plan is to drive up on Friday, stay in affordable 
lodging ($38 per night per person plus meals), ski on 
Saturday and optionally on Sunday, then drive home 
Sunday afternoon.  

Located in an area of the state with a 
history of good snow conditions, we anticipate 
many miles of groomed trails at the Cross 
Country Ski Headquarters (which also has a 
comfortable lodge with food and a warm 
fireplace) and on state land.  

Let us know if you would like to go. �There will be a 
sign-up sheet in the office. �Call Bob Berard (248-3545-
8668) or send an email to our address below if you would 
like more information. �Please join us – and bring your 
friends! 

First ADVENTURES provides opportunities to be 
active and re-energize outdoors in God's amazing 
creation. �We are open to all adults and occasionally offer 
family events. �Non-ROFUM members are especially 
encouraged to join in First ADVENTURES activities. �
INVITE YOUR FRIENDS! �Contact Bob Berard or Jon 
Cline or email us at firstadventures@rofum.org. �Visit our 
website at firstadventures.wordpress.com for more 
information, event updates, as well as other interesting 
information.  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join the Circle of Care  
I cannot understand whatever 

happened to the days of summer!  It 
seems like the things we talked about 
most were the rains, the hurricanes, the 
heavy winds and blowing trees.  One 
of the things I did with the “inside 
days” was to leaf through the countless 
greeting cards that had come from 
people like you.  The cards that have been gathered are 
cut into pieces and glued together to make the new Circle 
of Care cards for those in hospitals or at home recovering 
from illness or grieving for a loved one now gone.  
Sometimes we send welcome smiles for a new baby...or 
two…or three as was the case when Isaac, Charlotte, and 
Noah Ryckman came into our world.  These cards are laid 
out following Saturday evening and Sunday morning 
services and we invite you, as our church family, to sign 
your name, perhaps even write a small encouraging note 
to a special friend. 

I am not sure when this program actually started, but 
people were happy to be in contact with friends.  I did not 
get involved with the preparation of cards until some time 
in April of 2002.  A dear friend and long-time church 
member, Ruth Miller , had been dedicated to this duty for 
many years, but felt it was time for a rest from the cut and 
paste activity. 

At one Saturday evening service, I was greeted by a 
special surprise.  I stopped to introduce myself to a couple 
I didn’t know.  The couple was new to the church but she 
had heard of these cards and had signed them before.  The 
next week I was handed a small package that held 
beautiful hand made cards!  It was then that I found out 
Lisa Rye was a writer of poetry and an artist who made 
special greeting cards.  Asked if I would accept a package 
of her cards to use with our program, I was overwhelmed! 

Another church friend with artistic talent is Bernice 
Sayers.  She also attends the Saturday service.  Every 
now and then I find an envelope in the Circle of Care 
mailbox which holds beautiful small water color paintings 
she has created that I gladly pass on to you all on Circle 
of Care cards.  And let us not forget the many beautiful, 
funny, caring, loveable, scenic, and classic cards that have 
come to you all…from you all.  Keep on signing the 
cards.  Thank you and God bless you all. 

����	,!����-		
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Dorothy Bliss  
Dorothy Cowley  
Lois DeVos 
Bessie Johnstone 
Pat Lawson  
Dorthella Kreger  
Margery Lawson 

Yvonne Quinn 
Jeannette Safran  
Muriel Shepard 
Peggy Smullen  
Mary Tata 
Louella Wright  
Louise Wyman 

Out of the Area  

Marion Conrad 
Ruth Dawkins 
Maggie Fries 
Christina Smith 

Names and addresses of our homebound members are very important to us.  There is 
constant change, so please note the names and addresses carefully.  If you have any 
corrections or updates, please notify the church office. 

Sean Barr - Air Force (Florida) 
Jody Holeton - Hawaii 
Bobby Huneycutt - Army 
Paul Kondrat - Marines (California) 
Andrew Kostrzewa - Navy (California) 

Dan Lewis - Army (Italy) 
Aaron Mingle - Navy (Florida) 
Thomas Morales - Navy (Gulf) 
Kimberly Munzinger - Marines (N. Carolina) 
Jason Schaffer - Marines (Afghanistan) 
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 -1- Betsy Beerer 
  Brett Beerer 
  Priscilla Benson 
  Gwynn Fuqua 
  Jeannette Safran 
  Kara Slifka 
  Marge Youngs 

 -2- Amy Berry 
  Charles Faunt 
  Michael Faunt 
  Zach Holden 
  Grace Huber 
  Sydney Watts 

 -3- Judy Ather 
  Tim DeTavernier 
  Anthony Hall 
  Al Simmons 

 -4- Faye Bond 
  Courtney Fall 
  Stephanie Mazur 

 -5- Thelma Bono 
  William Kincannon 
  Dan Limer 

 -6- Alexis Smothers 

 -7- Florence Fowler 
  Paul Kondrat 
  Michael Paswater 

 -8- Danielle DeTavernier 

 -9- Joel Foster 

-10- Flora James 
  Karly Kish 
  Carl Merkle 
  Matt Teets 

-11- Gilbert Lewis 
  James Olsen 

-12- Mike DeTavernier 
  Lillian Gephart 

-13- Jessica Beaubien 

-14- Elizabeth Bilovus 
  Margery Lawson 
  Abigail Purrenhage 
  Kris Rowe 
  Nicholas Weaver 

-15- Willa Cummings 
  Liz Kempf 

-16- Jennifer Bowen 

-17- Anne Herring-Vincent 
  Joyce Negrich 
  Ryan Tull 

-18- Paul Kremer 

-19- Maria Rossbach 
  Virgil Schalm, Sr. 
  Jorge Suarez 

-20- Ray Blessman 
  Muriel Shepard 

-21- Linda Arney 
  Tricia Forgash 
  Kirk Munzinger 
  Barbara Nicholas 
  Kurt Nicholas 
  Martha Schultz 
  Michael Warren 

-22- Cheryl Glaser 
  Ellis Kempf 
  Nico Nader 
  David Thomas 

-23- Delores Grier 
  Karen Parke 

-24- Jenny Lowman 
  Christine Ryckman 

-26- Nicole Kelly 
  Tom Skelton 
  Tracy Teed 

-27- MacKenzie Blackwell 
  Ann Blessman 
  Vincent Mande 
  Nancy Smith 

-28- Jacob Hemmingsen 
  Christopher Miller 

-29- Jenny Notarantonio 

-30- Bob Courtney 
  Evan Fall 
  Mikaela Oakley 

Please note:  If you don’t see your name 
on our birthday list, please let us know!  
We may not have your birthday in our 
data base.   
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All Saint’s Sunday 
November 6 

All Saint’s Sunday is November 6 this year.  On 
that Sunday we will remember the 
many beloved church members, 
family members, and friends who 
have died since October 25, 2010.  It 
is a day of sacred celebration, as we 
share these precious memories and 
honor our dear loved ones.    

The church will provide candles for those church 
members who have died this past year.  A single candle 
will be lit for all other loved ones who have passed away 
since last October 25.  The names of these loved ones 
will be included in the All Saint’s insert in the bulletin.  
To have your friend or loved one included in this insert, 
please provide the church office with the following 
information by Sunday, October 30:  Your name, name 
of the deceased, your relationship to the deceased, and 
date of death. 

Please plan now to be with us on this special 
Sunday. 

 

 

 

 

 
On Sunday, November 20, at 7:30 in the 

evening, Shrine of the Little Flower (Woodward at 
Twelve Mile) will host the Ecumenical Thanksgiving 
worship service sponsored by the Royal Oak Pastor’s 
Association.  We, both as a nation and as individuals, 
have been blessed in so many ways.  We have so much 
for which to be thankful.  Before the busyness of 
Thursday, take the time to thank God for his extravagant 
and abundant gifts.  
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