
Why is it that 
community forums 
can so easily turn 
into shouting 
matches?  And, 
how are shouting 
matches an 
experience of 
community? 

Why is it that school board 
meetings and city council meetings so 
easily devolve into forays of name-
calling and mud-slinging? 

Why don’t our leaders lead rather 
than just get bogged down into 
fighting? 

Republicans.  Democrats.  
Liberals.  Conservatives.  AARP.  
UAW.  INC.  UFW.  Farm Owners.  
Eastern.  Western.  First World.  
Developing nations.  OPEC.  UN.  
IRA.  Haves.  Have-nots.  Christians.  
Muslims.  Jews.  Buddhists.  Atheists.  
Mainline denominations.  
Evangelicals.  Orthodox. 

Divisions. 

When do we become truly a 
community? 

For all our efforts, maybe it’s 
when we bridge our differences and 
seek God together.  Maybe it needs to 

begin in those hours when we plan to 
walk across the street from our 
churches and our homes to worship 
together as a community. 

Will God really listen to us if we 
come to seek God together? 

Will God really speak to us if we 
come to seek God in an undivided 
moment?   

Giving undivided attention? 

Let’s see!  This Thanksgiving 
Sunday, November 22 at 7:00 p.m. the 
churches whose clergy participate in 
the Royal Oak Pastors’ Association 
(ROPA) will lead the traditional 
gathering for a Thanksgiving worship 
at St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Church 
(across the street from us).   

Honestly, in the past these 
Thanksgiving and Good Friday 
worship services have been relatively 
small gatherings made up mostly by 
members of the host church, a choir 
made up mostly of host church choir 
members with a few singers from a 
few other churches (we always send at 
least a few), and a precious few 
members from other churches.  Lightly 
attended, even though the worship is 
consistently warm and well-done. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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I thank all of my ROFUM family for the 
“Senior of the Week” card I recently 
received.  It came at a time when I most 
needed both uplifting and spiritual 
wishes.  I thoroughly appreciate your 

“making my day.” 
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The faith community of Royal Oak First extends 
sympathy to the family and friends of: 

Tim Simmons, husband of Arlene, 9/10 
Louis “Red” Haight , cousin of Joan Hoelaars, 9/11 
William Harold Standing , father of Jim Standing, 

9/20 
Juanita Coke, friend of Diana Shornak, 10/1 
Ursula Panula, sister of Marie Dunstan, 10/5 

 

 

 

Carson Reed Mackowiak, child of Kara & Brent 
Mackowiak 
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Alaina Grace Ryckman, daughter of Christine & 

Tim Ryckman, 7/29 
Kelvin Henry Weber, son of Erik & Sarah Weber, 

9/25 
Proud grandparents of both Alaina and Kelvin are 

Steve & Eileen Weber. 

 

 

PEOPLE IN  
THE CHURCH 

Kind of like we are still divided. 

What if this year it’s different?  What if we have an 
outpouring of participation by all of our congregations?  
What if we made it clear to the community at large that 
this is a worship for us all – sponsored and led by the 
participating churches, but truly for the whole community 
made up of the churches’ members but including those 
who don’t even go to a church?  What if it were made up 
of those who haven’t done anything in the community 
and those who have participated in town forums and 
school boards and city council meetings? 

What if this turned out to bless the community?  
What if it blessed you? 

That’s my prayer and the prayer of my colleagues in 
ROPA.  I hope you’ll join us in worship. 

Grace and peace, 

 

 

Rev. John Hice 

 

All Saint’s Sunday 
November 1 

 
All Saint’s Sunday is November 1 this year.  On that 

Sunday we will remember the many beloved church 
members, family members, and friends who have died 
since October 27, 2008.  It is a day of sacred celebration, 
as we share these precious memories and honor our dear 
loved ones.    

The church will provide candles for those church 
members who have died this past year.  A single candle 
will be lit for all other loved ones who have passed away 
since last October 27.  The names of these loved ones will 
be included in the All Saint’s insert in the bulletin.  To 
have your friend or loved one included in this insert, 
please provide the church office with the following 
information by Sunday, October 25:  Your name, name of 
the deceased, your relationship to the deceased, and date 
of death. 

Please plan now to be with us on this special Sunday.  

(Continued from page 1) 
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Rethink Stewardship – In His Steps 
Every Member Commitment 

We did it!  We studied ways to 
follow the path of Jesus for 40 
days.  We prayerfully considered 
the commitments we made in the 
areas of prayers, presence, gifts, 

service, and witness.  We made our commitments in those 
areas on Commitment weekend.   

Hopefully you’ve noticed the signs decorating the 
ROFUM hallways with the names of those who have 
made commitments.  It’s never too late to be a part of the 
journey and to help us reach the goal of 100% 
participation in returning your Every Member 
Commitment Card.  Please submit cards to the church 
office as soon as possible.   

The success for 2010 has already begun by the great 
participation of over 60 volunteers who helped to compile 
the stewardship packets and make phone calls as well as 
all who picked up the stewardship packets to help reduce 
the mailing costs by $250.  The continued success we 
have in 2010 depends on all of us working together as we 
“Rethink Stewardship.”  

All 2010 Commitments are important and we will be 
following through on those throughout the upcoming 
year.  Watch for signs of progress.  Read the December 
Church Life for specific results from the Every Member 
Commitment – In His Steps. 

Let us continue to be good stewards and prayerfully 
consider our time, talents, gifts, service, and witness to 
follow Christ, and then lead others in the same path, 
showing what working together accomplishes and that 
anything is possible through Christ when we believe. 

“For you have been called for this purpose, since 
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for 
you to follow in His steps.”  1 Peter 2:21 

Thanks for your continued commitment to ROFUM 
through the In His Steps stewardship program. 

�
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Operation Christmas Child  

Operation Christmas Child is one 
way you can make a difference in a 
young person’s life with the power of a 
simple gift.  This year ROFUM will 
continue to participate in collecting filled 
shoe boxes of small toys, personal items, 
and school supplies for hurting children all around the 
globe.  Donation envelopes will be made available in the 
church office and boxes will be collected November 8-15.  
If you’re not a shopper but still wish to participate, Kathy 
and Kim Carlsen would love to shop for you.  You are 
welcome to stop at the church office to contribute to the 
donation fund.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Crystal Reed. 

 

Sack Lunch Program Needs  

We are always in need of men’s clothing – 
flannel shirts, jeans, khakis, underwear, and 
socks.  We are in need of both men’s and 
women’s shoes.  We put out the clothing on 
the last Monday of the month.   

Food items needed include juice boxes, fruit 
cups, pudding cups, and cookies.  These 

items may be placed in the kitchenette on the second 
level.  Please mark donated items “sack lunch.”   

Cash donations may be left in the church office. 

 

Care Packages for College Students  
The Pit Stop Crew (Wednesday evening 

high school group) is collecting items for 
care packages to send to our college students.  
If you would like to donate items, please 
place them in the box labeled “College Care 
Packages” located in the narthex.  Deadline 
for donations is Wednesday, November 11.   

��������	
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������
Remember to turn your clocks back! 
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Mission Spotlight:  Haiti 

The residents of Haiti are served through 
the Haiti Methodist Church and use our 
support in a variety of ways. 

Most rural families do not have access to hospitals or 
even adequate medical care.  As a result of its very birth, 
a baby and its mother are in serious danger.  Birthing kits, 
essential in these rural areas, provide the basic, sanitary 
items to aid in safe and healthy deliveries, reducing the 
risk of tetanus infection.  A $5 kit will contain soap, latex 
(and non-latex) gloves, plastic sheeting to receive the 
baby, string for umbilical tying, a clean razor blade, 2 
receiving blankets, and a zip lock bag.  These kits are 
usually used by mid-wives but often by UMC 
missionaries. 

The Haiti hot lunch program by UMCOR operates 
through the United Methodist Church of Haiti and feeds 
nearly 17,000 children each year through Bible schools.  
This program helps create better health for the children 
and, consequently, rising academic scores.  The program 
serves healthy meals that include beans, rice, and other 
locally grown produce. 

Hunger and poverty in Haiti is directly linked to the 
deforestation of the country.  According to an article in 
the Miami Herald, while 3 million trees are planted each 
year, about 50 million are cut.  As a result, fuel (wood) 
for cooking can cost as much as the food it is used to 
cook, and a less expensive method of food preparation is 
needed.  The answer is the solar oven, used not only for 
cooking food essentially free, but used also to pasteurize 
water, reducing life threatening diarrhea/dehydration.  
Reduction of air pollution by these smokeless ovens also 
reduces incidence of eye and lung infections in those who 

tend the fires, namely women and children.  Again, our 
commitments to missions can provide an oven, delivery 
and training for around $100. 

Ministry Jubilee Update:  As of September 30, 
2009 we have received $5,950 toward our Ministry 
Jubilee pledge of $13,500. 

 

 

 
The mitten tree sponsored by the 
Berean Sunday School class is going 
to be put up one month earlier this 

year.  In past years we collected hats, gloves, scarves, 
socks, and mittens during the month of December, and 
then took them down to Cass Community UMC at the 
beginning of January.  However, Cass really needs these 
warm items before January, so this year we will begin 
collecting items on the tree (located in the Parlor) during 
the month of November.  All items collected in 
November will be taken down to Cass, but we will 
continue collecting items on the tree through the month of 
December to give to our own sack lunch guests.  Those 
who are around here when lunches are being given out 
know how many times the people ask for warm, dry 
clothing.  Imagine bare feet inside your shoes and 
walking in 2” deep snow.  That is what we see quite 
often.  If you start watching for sales now, you can buy 
items for both months. 

Cass Community UMC thanks you, our sack lunch 
guests thank you, and I thank you for supporting our 
mitten tree for so many years! 

Early in the year we (the Missions Work Area) told you we wanted congregational input about 
where we designate sending the mission money contributions for next year.  On Sunday, November 1, 
during the Fellowship Time you will have the opportunity to tell us what you think.  We’ll be set up at 
the south end of Fellowship Hall with information and surveys, and you’re invited to join us following 
the worship service. 

If you are unable to stop by our display on that day, please fill in the blanks on this survey  and turn 
it in to the church office. 

I favor supporting missions: (circle all that apply): 

I would like to suggest the Missions Work Area consider supporting this/these mission(s): 

____________________________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________________________  

            1.  locally 2.  in-state (Michigan)     3.  nationally 4.  internationally 
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Holy COW,  
It’s Time for Session 2! 

It’s never too late to jump in and be part of 
the Wednesday night Holy COW ministry.  
Whether you come for dinner at 5:30 and 
attend classes from 6:00 or 6:30 until 7:30, 
or if you come at 7:30 for dessert and attend 

class from 7:45-8:45, it is sure to be an utterly moo-ving 
experience. 

Adults, we invite you to bring your thoughts, hear 
thoughts of others, and discover another step along the 
road of your own faith journey. 

Children of all ages have a loving, joyful place of 
ministry with nursery care for the youngest and Bible 
lessons, activities, and choir rehearsals for all grades. 

Youth, there is a growing middle school group, 
confirmation class, and an exciting “Pit Stop” for high 
school.  This is a great place to connect with friends in the 
middle of your week. 

Clubs at Holy COW  
2nd Hour 

Do you have an interest in using a hobby to help 
gather people and inspire interesting way to express 
worship?  We hope you do.  We encourage people with 
interests in various hobbies to form “clubs” during the 
second hour of Holy COW (7:45-8:45).  These hobbies 
could be photography, guitar, table tennis, video 
production, vocal ensemble, and so many more…  Please 
let us know if you would like to form a club that meets 
once a month, twice a month, or weekly, to inspire and 
share interests.  If you would like to start a group, we will 
help you gather others.  Volunteer. 

We Need You 
The ministry of teaching and inspiring 
students to take their own faith journey is 
an important and rewarding ministry.  We 
always welcome new teachers.  We are 
especially in need of additional teachers/
teacher assistants for 2 classes: grades 
kdg/1/2 and grades 3/4/5.  If you are 
willing to invest alternating Sunday 
mornings with these students, please 

volunteer.  Volunteers empower us to do great ministry. 

Lenten Small Group 
Leaders Needed 

This year’s Lenten study will 
focus on Three Simple Rules.  Simple as they are, each 
challenges our lives to be more like Christ.  We hope to 
have volunteer leaders for 2 classes at Holy COW (6:30 
and 7:45) and several home gatherings.  Please be a 
volunteer who empowers us to accomplish great things.  
Let us know if you are willing and we will help with the 
rest… 

SUNDAY, SUNDAY, SUNDAY…School 
We have excellent classes that help students discover 

the Bible and their own faith journey.  Class sizes are 
growing.  Please be part of your own class.  It is inspiring 
and helps bind us together as one church on an important 
journey.  Come, grow with us! 

 

 

 

 

Friends in Faith  

“ Wizard of Oz” 
Saturday, November 21 

Before you head out of town for Thanksgiving, 
watch "The Wizard of Oz" on the big screen at 2 p.m./8 
p.m.* at the Redford Theatre.  Arrive 30 minutes early for 
the organ overture.  Tickets are $4 each.  The theater is 
located at 17360 Lahser Rd. in Detroit.  Phone: 313/537-
2560.  Website: www.redfordtheatre.com.  *Showtime 
will be determined by an Evite vote in November. 
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Class Descriptions 

3 Simple Rules:  Based on the teaching of John Wesley (founder of Methodism), these three simple rules are profound, 
inspiring, and challenging to daily life.  Led by a variety of leaders at Holy COW and in homes on other days.  See 
bulletin and Church Life for details.  

Beginnings:  An introduction to Christian faith.  Topics include: “Who is Jesus, and why should I care?”  “If I don’t feel 
lost, why do I need to be found?”  Bring your own questions.   

Membership Class:  This class is designed for those who wish to explore membership at this church.  The class will 
give an overview of United Methodist values and history.  You will tour the building, discuss your ministry interests, and 
have an opportunity to ask questions of the pastor.  This class is led by Josh Wright and Pastor Hice. 

NOOMA : A series of thought-provoking video introductions that spark lively discussion.  The series is designed to help 
us take a second look at relevant issues of faith and practice.  Caution, change is inevitable.  Led by Bill Bond. 

The Shack:  A discussion and study based on the popular book.  How do you encounter God?  Bring your own thoughts 
and responses to the book.  Led by Kip Tull. 

Soul Stretch Yoga:  Jessica Beaubien conducts Christian meditation with Yoga.  Visit www.soulstretch.org for fees and 
needed materials. 

Understanding the Old Testament: a Narrative Summary:  An overview of the Old Testament as one narrative story.  
This study is led by the book’s author, Rev. Dr. David Nichols.  You may purchase the book online from Amazon.com. 

Women of the Bible:  An ongoing study of 52 women of the Bible.  Their lives were significant.  Each woman is an 
inspiration of faith.  Leadership of this class rotates with volunteers.  Led by Kathy Seidler and a variety of volunteer 
“leaders of the day.” 

Watch the bulletin for changes or additional classes.  Send suggestions and comments to BWright@rofum.org. 

Time Oct 28-Dec 9, 2009 
(Session 2) 

Jan 6-Feb 10, 2010 
(Session 3) 

Mar 3-24, 2010 
(Session 4) 

4:30-5:30 Women of the Bible Women of the Bible Women of the Bible 

5:30-6:00 D    I    N    N    E    R           F    O    R           A    L    L 

6:30-7:30 
NOOMA Beginnings 

3 Simple Rules 
Lenten Study Group 

Yoga Yoga Yoga 

7:30-7:45 D    E    S    S    E    R    T           F    O    R           A    L    L 

7:45-8:45 
Understanding the Old Testament 3 Simple Rules 

Lenten Study Group 
Membership Class The Shack 

Holy COW (Church On Wednesday)  
Adult Class Schedule 
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Middle School Youth  
November 14  Youth Rally in Flint.  This is a 

“Conference Council” event, so there will 
be young people from all over the metro 
area.  The program includes a guest speaker and 
Christian entertainment.  It should be an exciting and 
inspiring event.  Bring a friend.  We will meet in the 
parking lot at 2:30 p.m. and return around 9:30 p.m.  
DEADLINE  to turn in permission slips is Wednesday, 
November 11.  

December 13  Christmas Party (following Feast of 
Carols).  More information later.  Mark your calendar 
now to save the date.  

January 15-16  Detroit & Flint District Lock-In with 
“lots o’ fun, pizza, stay up all night basketball, 
swimming, tennis, and more.”  Mark your calendar 
now.  Watch for more details, soon.  

Calling All Middle School Students –  
We Need YOU! 

ROFUM relies on middle school 
acolytes to serve each Sunday 
morning in lighting and 
extinguishing the altar candles and 
other duties during the 11 a.m. 
worship service.  Acolytes serve on a 
rotating schedule that can be flexible 

with your availability.  To volunteer, call Acolyte 
Coordinator Lynn Huber or Josh Wright in the church 
office at 248-541-4100. 

 
 
 

High School Youth  
November 14  Youth Rally in Flint.  This is a 

“Conference Council” event, so there will be young 
people from all over the metro area.  The program 
includes a guest speaker and Christian entertainment.  
It should be an exciting and inspiring event.  Bring a 
friend.  We will meet in the parking lot at 2:30 p.m. 
and return around 9:30 p.m.  DEADLINE to turn in 
permission slips is Wednesday, November 11.  

December 13  Christmas Party (following Feast of 
Carols).  More information later.  Mark your calendar 
now to save the date. 

January 8-10  Ski Trip.  Mark your calendars now.  

 

Second Mystery Guest Arrives  
Wed., Nov. 18 @ 6:30 p.m. 

Guess Who? 

Occupation:  6Sigma Master 
Black Belt  

Is this what you always wanted 
to do?  It’s what I’ve always 
wanted to do…I just didn’t 
know it. 

High School Attended:  
Casselton, North Dakota. 

College:  GMI Engineering & 
Management Inst. (now Kettering University in Flint), 
1984-1989.  Bachelor of Science, Mechanical 
Engineering – Machine Design. 

What do you do for fun?  Build hotrods – currently 
rebuilding a car my father built in 1968 to drag race 
(1928 Ford Model A); I love to downhill ski; sing with 
Craig’s small groups (Ars Nova for 8 years). 

Who was your favorite singer in high school?  I’ve 
always been heavily into LOTS of music, and as such, 
could no sooner pick a favorite singer than I could a 
child that I loved more than the other.   

Who is your favorite singer now?  Allison Kraus. 
What brought you to ROFUM?  Good choir, good singing 

in congregation, good sounding pipe organ, and above 
all, a GREAT organist and director! 

Do you volunteer anywhere within the church?  I’ve been 
in and out of the Sanctus Choir for 11+ years.  I am 
currently the chair of the Long Range Planning 
Committee. 

What is your favorite food?  Spicy HOT!/Mexican (fresh 
garden vegetables are pretty awesome too)! 

And our September Mystery Guest was…  
Ed Nahhat visited our Pit Stop crew to chat with us 

about why he became a lawyer and what it takes to 
become one.  Ed shared his passion for the theater, how 
he first became involved with it (Hint – behind every 
great man is his mom) and his current involvement at 
Royal Oak High.  We also heard about his childhood 
experiences at Choir Camp.   

We are thankful for the time Ed took away from his 
busy schedule to share his personal story of the 
importance of his family and faith and how much this 
church as meant and continues to mean to him. 



 

News for All  
from the  
United Methodist Women 

New Books for the Reading Program 
Nurturing for Community: 
Here If you Need Me – A True Story by Kate Braestrup 

The story of Kate Braestrup’s remarkable journey 
from grief to faith to happiness as she holds her family 
together in the wake of her husband’s death, pursues his 
dream of becoming a minister, and ultimately finds her 
calling as a chaplain to search-and-rescue workers.  It is 
dramatic, funny, deeply moving, and simply 
unforgettable – an uplifting account of finding God 
through helping others. 

Nurturing for Community: 
Acts of Faith: The Story of an American Muslim, the 
Struggle for the Soul of a Generation by Eboo Patel 

Growing up outside Chicago, and subjected to 
bullying and feelings of uncertainty of what it meant to 
be a Muslim, Eboo Patel, founder of Interfaith Youth 
Core, had the anger and gut-wrenching feeling of being 
excluded from mainstream society.  He soon learned 
anger is not an identity and discovered how an angry 
youth can be transformed – by faith, by the community 
and, most of all, by himself – into a profound leader for 
the cause of peace. 

Church Women United 
World Community Day Celebration will occur on 

Friday, November 6, at 12 p.m. at the Ferndale United 
Methodist Church.  All women are invited to the 
gathering of persons from several denominations.  Lunch 
is $5 and a reservation can be made with Olive Mae 
Glenn by Sunday, Nov. 1. 

 

Study Books Available 
The Tuesday Adult Study group has been discussing 

the book The Great Emergence by Phyllis Tickle.  We 
have two extra copies of the book available for purchase 
from the church office.  Cost: $18.50.  “As an 
internationally renowned expert on religion, Phyllis 
Tickle has incisive perspective on the trends and 
transformations of our time.  Here, she invites us into a 
conversation as she shares her reflections stemming from 
not only personal faith but also decades of observation 
and analysis.  The result is a work that meets the 
challenge of chronicling a pivotal time in the church’s 
history so we might better understand where we have 
been and what the future holds.  Tickle clearly lays out 
the gradual steps leading up to this transformation, 
including the influences and effects of Darwin, Freud, 
Einstein, the automobile, and technological advances.  
She then sets her sights on where we’re going, leaving us 
with a vision of an exciting future for the Church.”   This 
book is also available for check-out from our church 
library. 
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United Methodist Women’s Annual Nut Sale  
In Support of Missions 

Pre-Order Form 
 

The UMW nut sale begins the weekend of October 31/November 1.  Again this year you have the 
opportunity to pre-order nuts.  Please fill in the number of bags for each type of nut you wish to purchase.  
Order forms may be left in the church office.  Your orders will be filled and ready for you to pick up at the 
Fellowship Hour on Saturday, October 31, or Sunday, November 1. 
 

_____ Almond-Cranberry Granola Mix - $5.00 _____ Chocolate Almonds - $7.00 

_____ Malted Milk Balls - $5.00 _____ Pecans - $7.50 

_____ Chocolate Covered Peanuts - $5.00 _____ Pralines - $7.50 

_____ Pistachios - $7.00 _____ Mixed Nuts - $8.00 

_____ Almonds - $7.00 _____ Cashews - $8.50 

Name: _________________________________ Phone #: ___________________ 

Questions?  Contact Cynthia Cline. 
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Dr. Nancy E. Hartrick - Family Dentistry 
Kinsey-Garrett Funeral Home 
Paul Kremer – Garage Doors 

Jennifer Notarantonio - Wellness Consultant 

New sponsors are always welcome!  Contact Lori 
Vickers in the church office (248/541-4100) to 
learn how you or your organization can become a 
Church Life sponsor. 

Sponsorships: 
�� Single Issue $15.00 
�� Quarterly (3 issues) $45.00 
�� Yearly (12 issues) $180.00 
Prices are based on a business card size ad. 

Individual Messages: 
�� Birthdays, Anniversaries, Greetings, etc. 

$5.00/issue 

Building Improvement Committee 
By Amy Rhoades and Kay LaCombe 

What?  Another committee in the church?  Do we 
really need another committee?  This group isn’t actually 
a new committee but a new name for the Master Plan 
Committee.  The Master Plan was approved at last year’s 
church council and the Building Improvement Committee 
is working with other committees in the church to put the 
Plan into action. 

Among the goals for the first phase of the Master 
Plan (available for review on the church website) are to 
work on making a great first impression on visitors, make 
spaces in the church work for multiple uses, and prepare 
for long range use.  Tasks identified in the Master Plan to 
reach those goals include: sanctuary improvements, more 
welcoming entries and corridors, chapel improvements, 
quick little improvements, and nursery and preschool 
room improvements. 

We are happy to report that some steps have been 
taken to meet those goals.  First and foremost, the chapel 
is renovated and in its new form is used for Sunday 
worship, weekly meetings, summer coffee hour overflow, 
and yoga class.  Redoing the chapel was a huge step done 
at a minimal cost.  Replacing the overloaded sanctuary 
sound system is another project recorded in the Plan and 
funds have been approved and made available for a new 
sanctuary sound system.  In an effort to be more 
welcoming, the new exterior doors make the church more 
open to outsiders.  We also are working on more uniform 
signage throughout the church to help visitors find their 
way around the building.  Finally, having custodians who 
regularly clean the church also makes the building more 
welcoming for everyone.  

Upcoming plans include Sanctuary renovations.  Due 
to budget issues, the extent of renovations must be 
limited, so we are looking for a project, in addition to the 
new sound system, that will make the most impact at least 
until we can afford to do more.  At this point, that project 
may be a renovation that we will all feel, new seats in the 
sanctuary, and some revised seating arrangements; or it 
could be repainting and recarpeting.  The committee, 
however, is mindful of the goal to keep long range plans 
in mind so as to avoid repeated renovation in the future. 

Who is on the committee?  It’s co-chaired by Patrick 
Calhoun and John Hice and rest of the committee is Bob 
Berard, Craig Symons, Owen Perkins, Cory Combs, Kay 
LaCombe, Amy Rhoades, Noel Peterson, John Boyse, 
and Chad Johnson.  We would love to have your input; 
there is always room for more members or if you would 
simply like to attend a meeting, the Building 
Improvement Committee meets on the first Monday of 
every even-numbered month at 7:00 p.m.  Our next 
meeting is December 7.   

Deck the Halls With Boughs of Holly!  
Fa la la la la…  

On Saturday, November 21, join 
members of the Sanctus and Angelus 
Choirs as they usher in the holiday 
season on our front lawn by singing 
holiday songs for those who are 
waiting for the parade to begin.  The 
Royal Oak Holiday Magic Parade will 
be passing by our front door, and what 
better way to be part of the community 
happenings!  We will be meeting at 
9:30 next to our electronic sign.  You don’t need to be a 
soloist, just enjoy sharing the gift of Christmas carols 
with your church friends! 

Music Guild Greens Sale 
It’s not too early to begin thinking about Christmas!  

Music Guild is again selling wreaths, roping, grave 
blankets, etc. to financially support Choir Camp.  Pre-

paid orders will be taken during 
Fellowship Time this month or by 
contacting high school or middle school 
choir members.  Delivery will be after 
Thanksgiving.  Questions?  Contact Cathy 
Baker or Shirley Harris. 



Friday, November 27, 
The day after Thanksgiving  
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Wanted 
Someone with computer skills to create new 

emergency exit direction signs to be displayed by the exit 
doors of all the rooms in the church.  Skills needed are the 
ability to combine digital plans and text into a common 
document for framing as shown.  Please contact the 
church office if this is something you would like to do. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hot Chocolate and Parades 
What do hot chocolate and parades have in 

common?  ROFUM!  The Igniting Ministry Committee is 
looking for volunteers to hand out hot chocolate to our 
neighbors at the Holiday Magic Parade on Saturday, 
November 21.  This will be our third year of passing out 
hot chocolate and it has become a favorite.  Help us show 
some community spirit at this wonderful family event that 
happens right in front of our building.  We would like to 
have volunteers working in shifts between 9 and 11 a.m.  
If you can volunteer, please sign up in the church office 
or see Mike Monte.  Even if you can’t volunteer, show up 
for the parade; a good time is had by all! 

 

Sanctuary Guild Seeking Church Mice 
The purpose of the Sanctuary Guild is to worship 

and glorify God through the decoration and maintenance 
of our worship spaces to appropriately reflect the 
liturgical seasons of the year. 

Do you have 2 hours a year to 
spend in service to our church?  Just 2 
hours is all it takes to keep the 
Sanctuary looking neat and tidy for one 
month.  A little cleaning around the 
altar area (no vacuuming) and making 
sure the pews and balcony are straightened up.  That’s it!  
You choose the month you want and then come in once a 
week for a half hour.  At the end of the month you’re 
done.  You can work alone or with a friend.  If you are 
interested in signing up to help on the Sanctuary Guild, 
please call Marian Kremer. 

Thank You 
On August 30th, members of Friends in Faith and a 

few others from the congregation took on the task of 
giving the Sanctuary a good cleaning.  Pews, pulpit, 
lectern, etc., were washed with Murphy’s oil soap.  Brass 
items were cleaned, some windows were washed, and 
everything was given a good dusting.  I’d like to thank 
those people who participated.  The Sanctuary looks a 
little brighter these days. 

������	������	
Sanctuary Guild 

	
���
�������
�
���
����
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Vi Bradshaw  
Wally Borts 
 Edna Morrison 
Ann Moser 
Yvonne Quinn 

Jeannette Safran  
Dorothy Schwem  
Muriel Shepard  
Peggy Smullen 

Out of the Area 

Ruth Dawkins 
Maggie Fries 
Christina Smith 

Names and addresses of our homebound members are very important to us.  There is 
constant change, so please note the names and addresses carefully.  If you have any 
corrections or updates, please notify the church office. 

 

 
 
 

I was recently reading 
Reminisce Magazine, and in one 
article I read I remembered all of the 
things.  What was startling was the 
picture of the first washer with a 
spin-dry tub attached.  We had a 
round washer with a wringer 
attached, and a hose that went to the laundry tub (I don’t 
go back as far as the washboard).  After the wash cycle 
ended then you put the clothes through the wringer.  This 
was two rollers together and you turned the handle to get 
the rest of the water out before you hung them up, either 
outside or on lines in the basement.  In the summertime 
people actually laid their towels on the grass – it was 
supposed to help the sun bleach them. 

Then I saw the expression “FRENCH PRESS” – and 
Josh was explaining to me how it worked.  It works with 
either Coffee or Tea.  Then I remembered that all thru 
grade school and junior high, my parents made the coffee 
for the PTA meetings.  They made it in a big pot; coffee 
was just put in – no paper baskets then – and an egg 
broken and added in, and this drew all the grounds 
together.  I never tasted it (it sure sounds awful), but it 
was good.  I do remember 8 o’clock coffee and how we 
ground it at the store.  In fact you can still do that now, 
and many people have a coffee grinder at home.  And 

speaking of “grinders,” we had sandwiches called 
grinders at Holy COW the other night.  I didn’t know 
what they were either, but they sure were good. 

I think it would be fun to have an inter-generational 
night or a class for 5-6 weeks, where we just discuss all 
the differences in what we have now and what we 
substituted for it in the past.  If you go to the home of a 
shut-in and start talking about the past, ask how they used 
to do things; they will really start remembering things.   It 
will be fun for both of you. 

Don’t forget the Mitten Tree – November for Cass, 
and December for our Sack Lunch guests.  I already have 
the first hat and gloves for the tree. 

Love and God Bless, 
�����	

S.A.M.’s  
Senior Adult Ministries 

 C
orner 

God is Omniscient.   
Your Pastor is Not. 

Please let the church know if you or someone you know 
is hospitalized, in a nursing facility, or would like a visit.  
Your church family wants very much to be there for you 
in your times of need, but we can’t be there if we don’t 
know you need us.  Please call the church office at  
248-541-4100.  Remember, hospitals cannot legally give 
out any information unless they have your explicit 
permission.  Call us so we can be there for you! 
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Jim Angus 
Mary Ruth Austin 
Mike Baker & family 
Jack Beggs 
Karen Belling 
Udya Breynin 
Don Brown 
Evelyn Burch 
Helen Caldwell 
Cynthia Cline 
Patti Cooper-Koerner 
Wilma Cooper 
Rachel Cummings 

Hazel Davis 
Jim Davis 
Eiguliai Methodist Church 
Jay Embry 
Jeannette & John Fidler 
Hanna Marie Galerani 
Mary Gray 
Gerry Hansen 
Ed Hansen 
Delbert Holser 
Our Homebound Members 
Tim Koerner 
Adam Loeffler 
Ivy & Pat Loftin 
Robert Mann 
Cathy Marsh 
Janice Marsh 
Pauline Marsh 

David Moser 
Frank Moser 
Martha Mulder-Cox 
Kelly Nieves 
John Olexy 
Russ Porteous 
Steve Reinert 
Scott Robbins 
Pam Robinson 
Audrey Russell 
Walter & Vera Schulze 
Alison Shubitowski 
David Siira 
Donald Springstead 
Nadine Urquhart 
Cindy Vandermark 
Edna Vroman 
Ron Williams 

Our prayers for God’s healing touch for: 
Drew Collins – 8 years old.  Cystic fibrosis.  He is doing pretty well. 
Zachary Houghton – 7 ½ years old.  He has breathing problems. 
Spencer Lisabeth – 10 years old.  Diagnosed with leukemia in August, 2005.  Last December they completed all 

treatments.  He is now described as Leukemia free, but has to go for a monthly blood test.   
Nicholas Oberdier – 11 months old.  He was born with a mass around his nose and eye.  He has had surgery for it. 
Emily Paswater – 1 year old.  A tumor on the end of her nose is being treated. 
Brennan Wadsworth – 12 years old.  Diagnosed schizophrenic and bipolar. 
Marek Werda – 6 years old.  A June check-up in Chicago showed that the main vein delivering about 85% of the 

blood supply through the liver was very narrow and no longer able to do the job.  Two and a half weeks later 
angioplasty was performed.  It may take another month or two to see the full effects. 

10/13/09 

Jody Holton - Hawaii 
Bobby Huneycutt - Army 
Paul Kondrat - Marines (Afghanistan) 
Andrew Kostrzewa - Navy (Guam) 

Dan Lewis - Army (Italy) 
Aaron Mingle - Navy (Florida) 
Thomas Morales - Navy (Gulf) 
Kimberly Munzinger - Marines (N. Carolina) 
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 -1- Priscilla Benson 
  Jeannette Safran 
  Kara Slifka 
  Marge Youngs 

 -2- Amy Berry 
  Charles Faunt 
  Michael Faunt 
  Zach Holden 
  Grace Huber 
  Sydney Watts 

 -3- Judy Ather 
  Tim DeTavernier 
  Anthony Hall 
  Scott Jacobs 
  Al Simmons 

 -4- Faye Bond 
  Courtney Fall 
  Staphenie Mazur 

 -5- William Kincannon 
  Dan Limer 

 -7- Florence Fowler 
  Paul Kondrat 
  Michael Paswater 

 -9- Joel Foster 

-10- Flora James 
  Karly Kish 

-11- Gil Lewis 
  James Olsen 

-12- Mike DeTavernier 

-13- Jessica Beaubien 
  Amanda Carr 

-14- Elizabeth Bilovus 
  Margery Lawson 
  Owen Perkins 
  Kris Rowe 
  Nicholas Weaver 

-15- Willa Cummings 

-16- Jennifer Bowen 

-17- Anne Herring-Vincent 
  Joyce Negrich 
  Ryan Tull 

-18- Paul Kremer 

-19- Andrew Misner 
  Maria Rossbach 
  Virgil Schalm 
  Jorge Suarez 

-20- Vickie Jacobs 
  Muriel Shepard 

-21- Linda Arney 
  Tricia Forgash 
  Kirk Munzinger 
  Barbara Nicholas 
  Kurt Nicholas 
  Tom Rowe 
  Martha Schultz 
  Michael Warren 

-22- Cheryl Glaser 
  Ellis Kempf 
  Nico Nader 
  David Thomas 

-23- Delores Grier 
  Karen Parke 

-24- Jenny Lowman 
  Christine Ryckman 

-25- Elisa Jacobs 

-26- Nicole Kelly 
  Tommy Skelton 
  Tracy Teed 

-27- Ann Blessman 
  Vincent Mande 
  Nancy Smith 
  Nadine Urquhart 

-28- Christopher Miller 

-29- Jenny Notarantonio 

-30- Bob Courtney 
  Evan Fall 
  Mikaela Oakley 

Please note:  If you don’t see your name 
on our birthday list, please let us know!  
We may not have your birthday in our 
data base.   
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Michigan Concert Choir presents: 
“Bound for the Promised Land” 

Sunday, November 8, 4 p.m. 
Just a year ago the Michigan Concert Choir 

delighted us with a concert of sacred and secular music.  
They had so much fun singing for us they asked if they 
could return.  Joining them this year on an anthem will 
be our own Sanctus Choir, Angelus Choir, and Carillon 
Ringers.  Musical selections will take us “Homeward 
Bound” as we discover there’s Plenty Good Room” in 
the Promised Land to “Sing a Jubilant Song.”  Once 
there, “Let There Be Praise” as our souls are stirred to 
“Rock-A-My Soul.”  As always, performances are open 
to the public and you’re encouraged to invite your 
friends and neighbors to come with you.  A free-will 

offering will be taken to help 
support the music ministry of our 
church.  It will be an afternoon of 
delightful music – we promise! 
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Saturday, January 2 
   3:00 p.m. – All Church “Cuddle Alert” 
   5:30 p.m. – Worship 

Sunday, January 3 
   9:15 a.m. – Arise! Worship 
 11:00 a.m. – Worship 

Chuck Gaidica: Keynote Speaker and Preacher 

The climate will be great! 


