
Fit 
My troop was 
given a surprise 
visit by an ancient 
man in an old 
Scout’s uniform, 
complete with 
campaign hat (the 
kind that’s often 
associated with 

national park rangers).  He had more 
medals and patches attached to his 
shirt than I think I ever had seen.  He 
came into the campground and, as 
soon as he spoke, all of us were 
captivated.  At once we knew we were 
in the presence of greatness.  He had 
been there from the beginning, when 
Lord Baden Powell’s organization 
leaped across the Atlantic Ocean from 
England and Boy Scouts became an 
American institution.  It was now a 
good 60 years later, and here was one 
of the patriarchs who not only knew 
the old stories, but was a part of them. 

He also told us a little about himself, 
which was as enchanting as his history 
with Scouts.  One of his statements 
stayed with me through all the years.  
He said that at one time he was a 
muscle-man champion, Mr. Universe 
or Mr. America or something.  An 
Arnold Schwarzenegger of his time.  
He said that at one time he could lift 

some amazing weight (500 lbs or 
something?).  “But now,” the little old 
man said, “I can’t even pick up my 
suitcase.” 

How does it happen that a person who 
could once do so much gets to a point 
that he is hardly a shadow of his 
former self? 

Aging, I suppose; but it is not all.  I 
used to maintain a discipline for 
personal fitness that kept me 
physically healthy and strong.  I held 
to a regimen of running and bicycling 
several times a week; so if someone 
asked me to take part in a run or ride 
that extended over a sizeable distance, 
I wouldn’t have to stop and consider 
whether I could take part or not.  My 
vitality and endurance was a given. 

Now that my discipline is shot and my 
activity level has lost the discipline 
over the years, I cannot do what once 
was easy.  The condition is known as 
atrophy, muscles have down sized, 
strength and stamina of the heart and 
lungs have been reduced through a few 
years of inattention.  Words of wisdom 
my mother used to give could apply 
here: “It’s time I’d better wake up and 
fly right.”  Otherwise, there will be a 

(Continued on page 3) 
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My thanks to you, my church family, for 
the many cards, calls, Circle of Care card, 
visits, prayers and my beautiful shawl 
following my recent surgery.  Thank you 
to both Brian and John for visiting me at 

the hospital.  Also thanks to my sack lunch family, 
especially Mike Monte, for keeping the kitchen running 
smoothly, and my hubby, Mike , for doing the shopping 
and making many, many sandwiches.  I now truly know 
what church family means.   

See you soon, 
����������	������������	������������	������������	�� ����

��������  

I just received the get well card signed by many friends 
of the church.  Thank you for your thoughts and wishes 
for a return to healthy status.  I have been through so 
many procedures at the hospital where they found 
nothing of consequence.  It is comforting to know I have 
a church family and they took the time to write a few 
words of encouragement on the card. 

Sincerely, 
��
�����
�

��������  

Thank you so very much for all of your kind prayers for 
Bastien during his Cranio Vault Reshaping surgery and 
recovery.  We felt lifted up by your love and concern and 
strongly protected by God every step of the way.  We are 
very happy to learn from the doctors that he is healing 
well now and does not need to go to another follow-up 
appointment for two whole years! 

With much love and thanks, 

���	�����
	�������	�
�
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Thank You 
The church staff would like to thank the following 
volunteers who have been coming in to cover the office 
on Wednesdays while we have our staff meetings:  
Donna Allen, Cynthia Cline, Betty Lock, Jean 
MacIntyre, Patti Peterson, and Theresa Skelton.  We’d 
also like to thank the following substitutes: Susanne 
Buxton (our regular Monday volunteer), Sam Nahhat, 
and Kay LaCombe. 

�

�

�

�

The faith community of Royal Oak First extends 
sympathy to the family and friends of: 

Linda Bryant, Heather Dresden’s friend, 3/6 
Victoria Nahat, Sam Nahhat’s aunt, 3/18 
Chet Jaworowski, Pat Loftin’s nephew, 3/31 
Eleanor Barnhart, Sheryl Safran’s mother, Karyn 

Murray’s grandmother, 4/1 
Virginia Eva Hyry , Kathy Carlsen’s step-mother 

����

���������	
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Shaelyn Rileigh Simms, daughter of 

Beth & Josh Simms, 3/6.  Kris 
Simms is the proud grandmother. 
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PEOPLE IN  
THE CHURCH 

 

   Career Ministry 
The economic news continues to be 
bleak, especially concerning the local 

job market.  Those facing or in a career transition, 
having this backdrop, especially need support and 
encouragement.  Your church has responded with the 
formation of a Career Ministry Program that provides 
‘open’ meetings twice a month where individuals can 
come together to get assistance, support and network.  
The meetings for May are scheduled for Sundays, May 
3 and 17, from 4:00-5:30.  To date, we have had four of 
these open meetings, with almost 20 different 
individuals (approximately half from outside our 
congregation) attending and one member landing a job! 

Please continue to spread the word of these meetings 
and pray for these individuals. 

Encourage one another and build each other up, just as 
in fact you are doing.    1 Thessalonians 5:11 
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time I will need someone else to carry my suitcase. 

Of course, while all this is true and I literally need to take 
it to heart (and perhaps you do, too), it’s also a metaphor 
of what can happen to a church.  Years of strength, 
relevance, and vitality can lull a congregation to miss its 
slippage.  A church of nearly 3,000 as ours once was 
could get by.   

Now, we are a church just shy of 700, with the same size 
of ministry and the same financial demands of a large and 
historic church building that we once had.  Now, exercise 
by the whole of the congregation to do the work of the 
church is crucial, URGENT, AS A MATTER OF FACT.  Unless 
we as a whole congregation resume the kind of discipline 
that built our strength to become a 3,000 member church, 
we will be in trouble.  At this point, our income over the 
winter has us tens of thousands of dollars behind where 
we thought we’d be already; and our budget was passed 
with the need to find $100,000 in income beyond what 
had been pledged or anticipated through the usual 
sources.  Last year, our annual Church Conference 
approved drawing from our endowment fund to make 
ends meet.  Our suitcase is getting very heavy. 

Our Lenten study groups started something, though, 
which is very encouraging.  These groups that involved 
over 100 of our church members did more than assess the 
vitality of the congregation and identify needs we have to 
be an inviting and welcoming congregation.  First of all, 
several members agreed to be “lead learners” in 
organizing and leading the groups.  I am so grateful to 
each of them.  Then, in the course of the groups’ 
conversations, several took it upon themselves to get 
involved.  Some signed up to become membership 
mentors who will serve as special friends of persons and 
families who begin attending our church.  Some 
volunteered to make mug calls, making brief “front 
porch” visits on those who attended worship for the first 
time and gifting them with a church mug and some 
information about the church.  Some already started 
posting themselves by the doors of the church to serve as 
greeters.  Others have taken on the role of making 
suggestions about the ministry of the church and 
volunteering to work together to move us in new 
directions.  In the mean time, over a half-dozen members 
have created and implemented a Career Ministry that has 
reached into the community as a compass, giving hope 
and direction to people out of work.   

This church has been sustained by members and staff who 
never lost sight of the need for their involvement.  The 
presence of new banners and vital ministries attest to that.  
We are now at a point, though, when we need to rely on 

all of us.  Time is short to meet the daunting challenge of 
our budget deficit, enhance the outreach and relevance of 
our congregation, effectively care for people with the love 
of God, and grow the way we grew before. 

Our new stirrings are evidence that we are in training 
again.  Make it a discipline, with each of us assuming 
responsibility for the whole of our church and we will be 
fit, soon, for whatever changes and challenges come our 
way.  The suitcase will become light; and oh the records 
we’ll break by the weight we can bear! 

Grace and peace, 

 

 

 

Rev. John H. Hice 

 

Membership Mentors 
Make a Difference! 

We want to match people who have 
recently become involved in our 
church with members who can 
introduce them to others and help 
them become involved in the 
activities of our church.  This can make a big difference 
in the lives of individuals and families as well as impact 
the strength of our congregation.  We hope you’ll be 
willing to be available as a membership mentor.  If so, 
please sign up on a “Best Week Ever” card found inside 
the Friendship Folders or on the Welcome Table or 
contact the church office.   

 

United Methodist Hymnal  
Debated on Facebook 

A nationwide online discussion about issues related to the 
development of a new hymnal for The United Methodist 
Church in the USA is taking place on Facebook.  Go to 
www.facebook.com if you are not already a member of 
Facebook and follow the prompts to register.  If you are 
already on Facebook, go to Groups and enter New United 
Methodist Hymnal to access the group and click on “Join 
this group.”  For more information, contact Dean 
McIntyre, co-editor of the hymnal revision project at 
music@gbod.org or by calling 615/340-7073. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Join Us at Choir Camp 
If your child is currently in 2nd through 11th grade, he/she 
is eligible for Choir Camp this summer (July 26-Aug. 1).  
Again this year we will be at Camp Ohiyesa in Holly.  Is 
your child ready for this big adventure?  We are 
encouraging all potential campers to invite a friend to 
come to camp with them to increase their comfort level 
and add to the fun.  To this end, Music Guild will keep 
the price of camp the same for ALL campers, whether or 
not they are church members.  The cost of a full week of 
camp will be $240.  Camp scholarships (called 
“camperships”) are always available for children who are 
a part of our congregation.  Contact Kip Tull, Music 
Guild Treasurer, for more information.  You may also call 
Kip if you are interested in donating money toward the 
campership program. 

Registration packets will be mailed out to all eligible 
children in mid-May.  If you have not received one by the 
end of May, or if you need one for a friend, extra packets 
will be available in the church office. 

Choir Camp Wish List 
It takes many people and many “things” to put on the 
quality camp we sponsor each summer.  If you have any 
of the following items that you would be willing to donate 
to Choir Camp, please contact dean Carolyn Rondot.  
Thank you! 

¨ Discs for disc golf 
¨ DVD player for video news class 
¨ Digital video camera for video news class 
¨ Nurses are needed for Saturday morning health 

screening on July 25 
¨ Nurses are needed at camp for a few days between 

July 26-Aug 1 

Youth Mission Trip 2009 
After a change in hosting organization, the 
Youth Mission 2009 is back on track with a 
final destination of Peterstown, West 
Virginia.  Reach Work Camps 
(www.reachwc.org), based in Colorado had 
contacted ReConstruct in Nashville, TN, and offered to 
host our group.  So we head southeast this summer to 
assist some homeowners in renovating and maintaining 
their homes.  We had originally thought we would be in 
Oak Ridge, TN, with Reach Work Camps, but that was 
changed along the way as well.  This year’s trip is filled 
with modifications, but the youth are adapting well to the 
situation. 

Even though formal sales of shares in the trip have ended, 
anyone may contact one of the youth to buy shares in the 
trip.  If you don’t know of a youth to contact, please 
contact the church office. 


�
���	
��

 

Oakland County Mobile Meals 
Oakland County Mobile Meals, Inc. (OCMM) is 
operating out of the Madison Heights Senior Citizens 
Center.  This is the same OCMM that operated out of the 
Baptist Church on Main Street for years, was established 
in 1972, Bea Nicholas was the volunteer coordinator for, 
and where so many of you volunteered delivering meals 
or helped make and pack lunches and dinners.  OCMM is 
a “Meals on Wheels” program serving the elderly and 
frail, or disabled and unable to shop and cook for 
themselves.  If you think OCMM could be of service to 
you, or if you would like to volunteer, phone  
248/398-0990 for more information. 

Royal Oak First United Methodist Church 
2009 Spring Fundraiser 

Telly’s Greenhouse 
will donate 10% of all purchases made  

with this coupon before June 30th. 
located on John R. between Big Beaver and Wattles 

(248) 689-8735 
Church affiliates only.  Not valid with other offer s. 

Clip this coupon and take it with 
you on your next Telly’s visit.  Ten 
percent of your purchase will come 
back to the church.  The Building 
Management/Landscaping 
Committee will use these proceeds 
toward the church’s landscaping 
needs.  THANKS!!!! 



PAGE 5 CHURCH LIFE MAY 2009 

In the March Church Life we listed the 
Mission Jubilee projects that will receive 
our emphasis this year.  We aim to 
expand on the descriptions each 

succeeding month.  You may designate your mission 
offering for any of these if you wish. 

Our Michigan Area churches have had a Covenant 
Relationship with the Methodist Church of Haiti  for 
over 10 years.  The covenant is supported through the 
work of the Michigan Area Haiti Task Force.  Funds 
received through this Ministry Jubilee asking help 
provide: 

¨ Health education materials and healthful 
improvements to schools, 

¨ Teaching materials for Bible schools and Lay 
Preacher training, 

¨ Scholarships for travel to Haiti, especially for youth, 
¨ Funds for representatives from Haiti to travel to 

Michigan and 
¨ Informational materials about Haiti for our 

churches. 

P.E.A.C.E. (Programs of Education, Athletics and 
Creative Endeavors) for Youth – This is a program at 
Central UMC in Detroit which equips youth to practice 
nonviolent problem-solving at school and in the 
community.  It is federally supported (Neighborhood 
Opportunity Fund).  This program helps middle school 
youth become “peace makers” by using practical tutorial 
programs along with non-violent and conflict resolution 
training.  It also offers the kids a safe environment to 
discuss and learn how to respond to the violence they too 
often encounter.  Families of the youth can also be 
involved.  We all know of the violence that too many 
children have to witness, in some form, almost every day.  
This program helps them learn how to cope with it. 

Adult Mission Trips – You are probably aware of the 
mission trip our high school youth went on last summer 
and how it was so successful that they are planning 
another trip this summer with more kids.  How about a 
mission trip for adults?  There are many to choose from in 
the states of Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, 
North & South Dakota, Ohio, and Wisconsin.  You can 
do anything from teaching Vacation Bible School to 
repairing/improving homes/buildings to building 
sanctuaries. 

A good example comes from the Send Me Mission 
Discovery 2009, a UMVIM (United Methodist Volunteers 
in Mission) newsletter: The Tree of Life Ministry serves 
three Native American Reservations in the Dakotas.  
Todd County, where the Rosebud Reservation is located, 

is the fourth poorest county in the nation.  Alcoholism 
and drug use is around 80%, diabetes and 
unemployment is 87%, and the suicide rate is the 
highest in the nation.  Their mission is to let the people 
know that they really do care.  They continually work on 
renovation of homes, shelters, centers for daycare, youth, 
seniors, drug and alcohol treatment, community centers, 
etc. 

Sound like a cross you’d like to bear?  Start talking with 
your ROFUM friends or classmates, even your non-
ROFUM friends, about an adult mission trip.  Go to 
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/northcentralvim and click on 
NJC (North Central Jurisdiction) Project List to download 
their list.  It’s 14 pages long; you’ll find lots of crosses to 
bear and it will be hard to pick just one.  The list is also 
posted on our Missions bulletin board on level 2 near the 
elevator.  It will be a week of hard work (probably more 
emotionally than physically) but it will be well worth it. 

 

Please Continue to Support  
Our Sack Lunch Program 
In mid-March the warming centers closed for 
this year.  Since that time the number of guests 
partaking of our sack lunches has climbed 
dramatically; we are seeing new faces almost 
every day.  In February we served 546 lunches; 
in March we served 786!  We are always in 

need of items such as juice boxes, fruit cups, pudding 
cups, cookies, and individual packages of chips.  These 
items should be labeled “sack lunch” and left in the 
kitchenette.  Monetary donations may be left in the 
church office.  Thank you for continuing to support this 
very important program. 

 

CROP Walk 
May 3, 1:30 p.m. 

First Presbyterian Church 
CROP Hunger Walks help children and 
families worldwide -- and right here in the U.S. -- to have 
food for today, while building for a better tomorrow.  
Each year some two million CROP Walkers, volunteers, 
and sponsors put their hearts and soles in motion, raising 
over $16 million per year to help end hunger and poverty 
around the world -- and in their own communities.  And 
you can be part of it by signing up to walk or sponsoring 
a walker. 

Mission Spotlight 
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Urgent Mission Projects for Annual Conference 

Our conference has a covenant relationship with Haiti and 
will be attempting to fill a container with immediately 
needed School, Layette, and Sewing Kits.  Since strict rules 
govern product entry into international countries, it is 
important that the kits contain only the listed items – 
nothing more.  Kit requirements are listed on this page.  
They will also need large (14-18 gallon size) plastic tubs 
with tight-fitting lids to ensure clean, dry, rodent/insect-free 
goods.  Each tub costs $20 to ship, so monetary donations 
are also welcome.  Checks should be made out to the 
Detroit Annual Conference Marked “For Haitian Container 
Delivery.”  Our lay members will take these to Annual 
Conference in Adrian. 

If you can help with contributing any of these items, please 
take them to the church office as soon as possible, but no 
later than Sunday, May 10.   

32 Years and Running Strong 
Thirty-two years ago friends and running 
partners, Kim Frentz and Rev. John Park 
(ROFUM’s Associate Pastor at the time), 
thought that others in Royal Oak would enjoy & benefit 
from running.  So John, Kim & the church “ran” with the 
idea -- and the Oak Apple Run was off and running.  . 

And it’s still running strong….  In addition to being a lot 
of fun, the Oak Apple Run is one of Michigan’s finest 
foot races, featuring a 2-Mile Fun Run, a 10,000 Meter 
Race, and our newest race: a ¼ Mile Kids Run.  Oak 
Apple’s first race, held on a Sunday afternoon, was a mile 
long with approximately 100 runners.  The next year the 
course was lengthened to 2 miles, later the 10,000 meter 
race was added, and most recently the ¼ Mile Kids Run.   

So mark your calendars for Saturday, May 30th, and invite 
your friends and family to run or walk with you.  Oak 
Apple participants have ranged in age from 1-90 years 
old; it truly is an event for all generations.  For more 
information or to register go to www.oakapplerun.org. 

 

You Don’t Have To Be A Runner  
To Participate! 

So you say you’re not a runner – don’t let 
that stop you from being a part of the Oak 

Apple Run on Saturday, May 30th.  It takes hundreds of 
volunteers to put on the race each year, and this year will 
be no different. 

Many volunteers have already been hard at work, but the 
work’s not done.  In Mid-May this year’s race T-shirts 
will be delivered!  Many hands will be needed to sort and 
fold them.  In the final days before the race (May 26-29), 
more volunteers will be needed to hand out T-shirts, 
process late race entries, proof, stuff, etc., etc.  On race 
day, Saturday, May 30th, volunteers will be needed to 
assist with registration, passing out T-shirts, blocking 
roads, handing out water to runners along the course, and 
cleanup.  And finally, the week after the race, volunteers 
will be needed to proof race results, mail out awards, and 
help with inventory.   

For more information about the race or to volunteer, call 
Elaine Tank (248-541-4100), stop in the church office, or 
visit our web site at www.oakapplerun.org. 

                     School Kit  

                       Value: $11 per kit 

*Prepare a 14” x 16” cloth bag with handles and an optional 
closure (Velcro, snap or button) and place items in the bag.  
Patterns are available from UMCOR Sager Brown or on our 
website: www.sagerbrown.org 

1 blunt scissors (rounded tip)  
3 pads (or loose leaf) of  

8½ x 11 in. ruled paper 
1 30 centimeter ruler 
1 hand held pencil sharpener 

6 unsharpened pencils with 
erasers 

1 eraser (2½ inch) 
1 box of 24 crayons (only 24) 

       Layette Kit  

    Value $35 per kit 

*Bundle the items inside one of the receiving blankets and 
secure with diaper pins. 

6 cloth diapers 
2 shirts or 2 one-piece body 
suits 
2 baby washcloths 

2 gowns or sleepers 
2 diaper pins 
1 sweater open in the front 
2 receiving blankets 

                   Sewing Kit 

                 Value: $18 per kit 

3 yards of cotton or cotton-blend solid color or  
print fabric (must be 3 yds of uncut fabric) 

*Wrap the sewing notions in the fabric & place in a sealed one-
gallon plastic bag. 

1 pair of sewing scissors 
1 package of needles 

1 spool of thread 
5-8 matching buttons  



PAGE 7 CHURCH LIFE MAY 2009 

Vacation Bible School 
June 22-26, 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

“Son Rock Kids Camp” will 
feature fun activities, crafts, 
and inspiring Bible stories.  
A week-long contest and 
prizes will help generate 
excitement.  We need 
storytellers, craft leaders, 

snack-activity leaders, a rally host, and a tech director (for 
the sound and video portions of the rally).   

Those who are willing to help organize this special week 
are invited to a planning meeting during Holy COW on 
May 13.  Please come help us organize and choose the 
right elements to make this a fun week.  Contact Brian 
Wright at 248/541-4100 or bwright@rofum.org to let us 
know you are interested. 

 

High School Youth Events  
Sunday, May 17 – Soccer Game to help send youth 

on Mission Trip 

Summer High School Events  
Along with the youth mission trip and Choir Camp, we 
also have events planned for alternating Wednesdays.  
Drop-ins at the church will begin at 7:00 p.m. and include 
ping-pong, Wii, euchre, and chillin’ out.   

 June 3 5:30 Pizza 
  6:00 Choir Rehearsal 
  7:00 Drop-in Activities 
 June 17 Camp Service Project 
 July 1 7:00 Drop-in at church 
 July 15 Pool party at ??? 
 Aug 12 7:00 Drop-in at church 
 Aug 26 Pool party at Semivan home 

We need families to host home events or park events.  
Volunteer by contacting Brian Wright or the church 
office.  

 

 

 

 

Middle School Youth 
Events  

May 2, noon-2:00 p.m. – Spring Picnic 

Event Postponed;  
           new date TBD 

For more information, contact Josh & Liz Wright at 
248/505-0417 or msgrjosh@hotmail.com  

 
 
 
 

Summer Middle School Events  
Along with the youth mission trip and Choir Camp, we 
also have events planned for alternating Wednesdays.  
Drop-ins at the church will begin at 7:00 p.m. and include 
ping-pong, Wii, euchre, and chillin’ out.   
 June 3 Backyard Blast at ??? 
 June 17 5:30 Pizza 
  6:00 Choir Rehearsal 
  7:00 Drop-in Activities 
 July 1 Backyard Blast at ??? 
 July 15 Drop-in at church 
 Aug 12 Backyard Blast at ??? 
 Aug 26 Drop-in at church 

We need families to host home events or park events.  
Volunteer by contacting Brian Wright or the church 
office.  

Parents and Sponsors of Youth 
Please attend youth events.  These are great times to build 
relationships with “other students.”  Be a caring adult 
mentor to our youth.  Bridge the generation gap with your 
shared experiences, listening ears, and helpful advice. 

May 3 is Communion Sunday and the next Parents and 
Sponsors of Middle School Youth Meeting.  We will 
touch base about youth issues and events.  Please plan to 
be at the monthly 10:25 meeting on communion Sundays.   

We also are still in need of a family to sponsor the July 15 
pool party for Senior High youth.  Volunteer by 
contacting Brian Wright or the church office. 

���������	
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�����	����	
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Christian Education Program Volunteer Opportunities 
Plan now to be involved in next year’s programs.  We always have returning volunteers, but we need additional 
volunteers to help improve our teamwork and shared workload.  Please join the team.  We need YOU.  

Fall Opportunities, September 2009—Memorial Day Weekend 2010 

Holy COW (Church On Wednesdays) 
Although Holy COW includes dinner at 5:30, some volunteer opportunities begin at 6:00, 6:30, 7:00, 7:30… Let us 
know when you are available. 

Name________________________________________  

Phone __________________________________   email_____________________________________________  

(Turn in form to Brian Wright or the church office.) 

Teach at 9:15 one Sunday per Month 
__ Nursery Caregiver “On Call” 
__ One-room Classroom/Video Lab 

 

Sunday Holidays & Special Occasions 
__ Nursery  
__ Video Event/Kids’ Rally 

 

 

Teach at 11:00 one Sunday per month 
__ Nursery Caregiver 
__ Preschool Teacher 
__ Grades K/1 Teacher 
__ Grades 2/3 Teacher 
__ Grades 4/5 Teacher 
__ Middle School Teacher 
__ High School Teacher 
__ College & Career Teacher 
__ Adult Teacher (Berean Class w/Andrew Sluss) 
__ Adult Teacher (your new class idea) 

We need volunteers to provide care for our young 
people during the summer.  A detailed schedule is 
being compiled in the office.  Please sign up for a 
week or more.  

Sundays 
__ 8:30 Nursery Caregiver – “On Call” 
__ 10:00 Nursery Caregiver 
 
 

Vacation Bible School 
June 22-26, 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

__ Bible Storyteller for preschool students 
__ Bible Storyteller for grades K/1 
__ Bible Storyteller for grades 2/3 
__ Crafts leader  
__ Snack & Game leader 
__ Rally Emcee 
__ Rally Tech (sound & video) 

Summer Opportunities, Memorial Day Weekend 2009—September 2009 

__ Care for babies and young toddlers for  
        ___all or ___one 6-week session(s) of Holy COW 
__ Teach Preschool & Kindergarten 
__ Teach Grades 1-3 
__ Teach Grades 4 & 5 
__ Teach Middle School 
__ Teach High School 
__ Facilitate Adult Discussions 
__ Teach Classroom of Adults 
__ Lead Adults in meaningful activity: ____________ 

 5 Sessions occur in 6-week increments 
 __ Session 1 Sept 16-Oct 21 
 __ Session 2 Oct 28-Dec 9 (16 Caroling) 
 __ Session 3 Jan 6-Feb 10 
 __ Session 4 Feb 24-Mar 31 
 __ Session 5 April 14-May 19 



 
News for All  
from the  
United Methodist Women 

Unit Meeting – Thursday, May 7 
 9:30 a.m. Executive Committee Mtg. 
 12:15 p.m. Luncheon 
 1:00 p.m. Program: Jean Isaacson from Clawson First 

UMC will speak on their UMW Layette 
project.   

Ms. Isaacson will tell us how this mission has developed 
over the years.  They make 200 to 300 layettes each year.  
Our Shawl Ministry has been working on baby blankets 
to present to Ms. Isaacson at our program.  We hope to 
have them on display in Fellowship Hall on Sunday, 
May 3.   

For luncheon reservations contact Marjorie Sutherland 
by Sunday, May 3. 

Mission Opportunity: Hygiene Kits  
Charity/Kindness Circle has set a goal of 
putting together at least 100 hygiene kits.  
The first 100 kits will be donated to the 
Cass Adult day program for the mentally 
challenged.  The remainder of the kits 
will be given to The Sanctuary.  All in the 
congregation are invited to help us meet 
our goal by donating items for the hygiene kits.  Items 
needed are: individually wrapped bars of bath soap, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste (6 oz. or larger), deodorant, 
chapstick, and combs.  PLEASE NO TRAVEL SIZE 
ITEMS!  Each month we will be collecting a different 
item.  For the month of May we are asking for 
toothpaste.  There will be a drop-off box in the narthex 
on the 4th Sunday of each month (the same Sunday that 
you bring your “noisy bucket” offering for Lithuania) to 
collect the items asked for.  If you would like to make a 
complete kit of your own to donate, please place all 
items listed above in a Ziploc bag.  Thank you for 
helping us to meet our mission goal!   Questions?  
Contact Cynthia Cline. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Those of us who were in the 
Lenten study groups have been 
discussing how we can become a 
more welcoming church.  What 
do we do well, and what can be 
improved?  Even if you did not 
participate, you can voice your 
opinion by writing a short note and leaving it in the 
church office.  We will pass it on to the proper person. 

You know the saying, “It takes a village to raise a 
child”?  How about changing it to read, “It takes the 
whole congregation to take care of its members”?  Right 
now we are trying to make sure that our homebound 
people are all being contacted regularly.  Brian Wright 
and John Hice are making monthly visits to our 
homebound members.  There is also a revised “Calling & 
Caring” group whose members are calling, writing notes 
to, or visiting our homebound members.  I keep in touch 
with this group to see if they are making their contacts.  I 
thought it would be a good idea to see if we could get the 
Calling & Caring group together at the church, all make 
our calls from here, and then we could report to the 
whole group and spend some time in fellowship and 
prayer together.  Then we can really claim we are calling 
from church to talk to them. 

Everyone can dream.  This is our dream that we hope to 
put in place: 

¨ Take communion to the homebound 
¨ Establish Parish Nurses who will take blood 

pressures 
¨ Organize the youth of the church to do yard work 

for those unable to do their own 

Please remember our homebound.  For some of them, 
you are the only connection they have with the church. 

Love and God bless, 
������

PAGE 9 CHURCH LIFE MAY 2009 

S.A.M.’s  
Senior Adult Ministries 

 C
orner 

   Men’s Softball 
If you are interested in playing softball, please 
contact Craig Sleeman or leave your name and 
phone number with the church office. 
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Dr. Nancy E. Hartrick - Family Dentistry 
Kinsey-Garrett Funeral Home 
Heartsmart Personal Training 
Paul Kremer – Garage Doors 

Gary Loeffler 
Jennifer Notarantonio - Wellness Consultant 

New sponsors are always welcome!  Contact Lori 
Vickers in the church office (248/541-4100) to 
learn how you or your organization can become a 
Church Life sponsor. 

Sponsorships: 
�� Single Issue $15.00 
�� Quarterly (3 issues) $45.00 
�� Yearly (12 issues) $180.00 
Prices are based on a business card size ad. 

Individual Messages: 
�� Birthdays, Anniversaries, Greetings, etc. 

$5.00/issue 
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Graduations are Coming Soon! 
Sunday, June 7th, will be Graduation 
Sunday here at Royal Oak First.  On 
that day we will honor all of our 2009 
graduates.  If you or a member of your 
family is graduating from high school 

or college, or is receiving a post-graduate or other 
advanced degree, we would like to publish the names in 
the bulletin on that day.  Please limit this to graduates 
within our own congregation. 

We will be honoring our high school graduates with a 
special display in our Narthex beginning Sunday, May 17.  
Please turn in your high school graduate’s picture (no 
larger than 3” x 5”) to the church office no later than 
Sunday, May 10 (Mothers’ Day).  We would also like to 
know the name of the school from which they are 
graduating as well as their plans for next year (name of 
college/career path).  Announcements are also welcome. 

Members in Armed Forces Honored 
If you or your son or daughter is currently a member of 
the armed forces, we want to include you/them in a 
special display for Memorial Day.  Please 
submit your active military picture or 
updated information to the church office 
by Sunday, May 10 (Mothers’ Day).  
Please attach their name, rank, and 
address if known.  Pictures will be 
displayed in the Narthex beginning 
Sunday, May 24. 

Vi Bradshaw  
Dutch Janbroers 
Ivy Loftin 
Bob & Edna Morrison 
David Pressley 
Yvonne Quinn 
Jeannette Safran 

Dorothy Schwem  
Don & Muriel Shepard  
Peggy Smullen 

Out of the Area 

Mary Davis 
Ruth Dawkins 
Betty Flint 
Maggie Fries 
Christina Smith 

Names and addresses of our homebound members are very important to us.  There is 
constant change, so please note the names and addresses carefully.  If you have any 
corrections or updates, please notify the church office. 
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Bill Adcock 
Margaret Andriths 
Jim Angus 
Jack Beggs 
Bob Bliss 
Thelma Bono 
John & Marcia Boone 
Don Brown 
Evelyn Burch 
Adam & Mary Anne Campbell 
Bonnie Case 
Wilma Cooper 

Patti Cooper-Koerner 
Genevieve Dodt 
Eiguliai Methodist Church 
Florence Fowler 
Carolyn Gabler 
Dr. Edward Grattan 
Leoda Hall 
Oliver Hall 
Gerry Hansen 
Ed Hanson 
Laura Hice 
Delbert Holser 
Our Homebound Members 
Tim Koerner 
Arthur Laurie 
Adam Loeffler 
David Moser 

Frank Moser 
Martha Mulder-Cox 
John Olexy 
Ursela Panula 
Russ Porteous 
Dorothy Reeser 
Steve Reinert 
Scott Robbins 
Pam Robinson 
Audrey Russell 
Walter & Vera Schulze 
Mike Seymour 
Michael Sharpe 
Alison Shubitowski 
David Siira 
Nadine Urquhart 

Julie Barr – Missionary to Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
Email: julie_barr@sil.org 
Phone: 855-16253595 
Mail: Julie Barr 
   ICC 
   PO Box 612 
   Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

Our prayers for God’s healing touch for: 
Bastien Beaubien – 20 months old.  He is healing well and doesn’t have to go back for a check-up for two years. 
Drew Collins – 8 years old.  Cystic fibrosis.  He is doing pretty well. 
Zachary Houghton – 7 ½ years old.  He has breathing problems. 
Spencer Lisabeth – He will be 10 on May 22.  Diagnosed with leukemia in August 2005.  If he stays in remission 

until he is 15 years old they will say he is cured.   
Nicholas Oberdier – 9 months old.  He was born with a mass around his nose and eye.  He has had surgery for it. 
Emily Paswater – 10 months old.  A tumor on the end of her nose is being treated. 
Brennan Wadsworth – 12 years old.  Diagnosed schizophrenic and bipolar. 
Marek Werda – 5 years old.  He is down to one medication a day plus his anti-rejection drug.  By the end of summer 

they may be able to discontinue all drugs.  He is a miracle. 

3/15/09 

Dar Heiser - Marines (Iraq) 
Jody Holton - Hawaii 
Paul Kondrat - Marines (Japan) 
Andrew Kostrzewa - Navy (Guam) 

       Dan Lewis - Army (Italy) 
       Cameron Mattox - (Home) 

Aaron Mingle - Navy (Florida) 
Thomas Morales - Navy (Hawaii) 
Jessica Moran - Army (Iraq) 
Kimberly Munzinger - Marines (N. Carolina) 
Kirk Munzinger - Army (Afghanistan) 
Jason Schaeffer - Marines (Washington)) 
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 -1- Brian Nader 

 -5- Carole Hitchens 
  Robinlee Whitcroft 

 -6- Olivia Hall 
  June Stephan 
  Sofia Maxwell 
  William Maxwell 

 -7- Matt Sluss 

 -8- James Belling 
  Gayle Marck 

-9-  Audrey Fick 
  Ben Rondot 

-10- Ava Fall 
  Marilyn Murley 

-11- Wilma Holser 
  Tori Mazur 
  Ruth Miller 

-12- Noah Murray 
  Mike Grier 
  Rev. John Hice 

-13- Matt Mayer 
  Florence Lucas 
  Sabrina Nader 

-14- Mary Anne Campbell 
  Betty Lawson 
  Kathy Riggs 
  Donald Shepard 
  Trudy Biskner 
  Erin Gaska 

-15- Bill Courtney 
  Deborah Cameron 
  Joe Foster 
  Kathy Reid 
  Holly Jones 

-16- Shane Cromwell 
  Angie Johnson 
  Courtney Smallwood 

-17- Jake Cameron 

-18- Andy Harmon 
  Rita Nicholas 
  Bob Skelton 
  Kayla Kissoondial 

-19- Eileen Weber 
  Christine Krstich 
  Barbara Seizert 
  Bill Warren 

-20- John Smith 
  Jennifer Semivan 
  Brian Wright 

-21- Brian Harris 
  Brian Semivan 
  Tom Evans 

-22- Richard Chambers 
  Collin Gillespie 
  Aurbrey Harris 
  Ashlee Malinowski 

-23- Haley Smallwood 
  John McDaniel 

 

-24- Caroline Bowen 
  Jake Tripoli 
  MaryLou Graeber 
  Shirley Shafer 

-25- Betty Becker 
  Hannah Ex 
  Sheryl Safran 
  John VanBrandeghen 
  Suzanne Hansell 
  Ben Smith 

-26- Jim Tempest 
  Carol Seitz 

-27- Corey Harris 

-28- Norma Campbell 
  Tim Koerner 
  Amole Koscien 
  David Pressley 
  Andrew Suarez 

-29- Dominic Notarantonio 
  Michael Belling 

-30- Nico Bowen 
  Judith Chambers 
  Phil Lowman 
  Minette Courtney 
  Corinne Courtney 

-31- Lynn Cromwell 
  Jude Budnar 
  Meghan Umstead 

Please note:  If you don’t see your name 
on our birthday list, please let us know!  
We may not have your birthday in our 
data base.   
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First United Methodist Church 
320 W. Seventh Street 
Royal Oak, MI  48067 
 
Return Service Requested 
 
Dated Material - Please Deliver Promptly 
Mailed April 22, 2009 
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Final Performing Arts Series Concert 
Sunday, May 17, 4 p.m. 

On Sunday, May 17, our sanctuary will be filled with 
the sounds of Johannes Brahms’ magnificent Requiem.  
The combined choirs of First Presbyterian Church and 
our own Sanctus choir will be joined by soprano 
Heather Yanke and baritone Lorenzo Formosa, 
accompanied on our outstanding organ by First 
Presbyterian’s organist, Joseph Jackson, all under the 
direction of Dr. Craig Scott Symons.  As always, the 
performances are open to the public and a free-will 
offering will be received to assist in future concerts. 

This concert also begins a new tradition in our 
congregation.  Former Senior Pastor Mike Seymour has 
generously underwritten this concert, as he did last 
year, to inaugurate the Margaret Seymour Memorial 
Concert, which will be held annually to honor the life 
of his late wife, who also sang in the Sanctus Choir.  
Mike plans on attending the concert, so be sure to mark 
your calendars for this special event in the life of our 
community.  Why not offer to bring a few of your 
neighbors to the concert as well? 

New Summer Worship Schedule 
May 24 – September 13 

Saturday:  5:30 p.m. Worship 

Sunday:    8:30 a.m. Family Chapel Service 
  10:00 a.m. Family Worship with: 

*Crib nursery 
*Preschool 
*One-room Sunday School for 

grades K-5 

Starting Memorial Day weekend, we shift to our 
summer worship schedule.  New this year is a chapel 
service which will be geared to all ages and will be 
held at 8:30 a.m.  Our later service, at 10:00 a.m., will 
include worship in the Sanctuary, a crib nursery, 
preschool Sunday school, and a one-room class for 
children in elementary grades K-5. 

Share this news with your friends and family and make 
church attendance a priority this summer.  God is on 
call 24/7, so let’s continue to gather as a faith 
community during the summer! 


