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There was an
envelope placed in
my office mail box,
waiting for me
following worship
service: the
envelope was
simply addressed,
“Rev. Hice.”
Envelopes like this appear on pastors’
desks and mailboxes from time to
time; and the contents are always a
mystery until the envelope is opened,
the note read. Will it be a complaint:
did the pastor miss something
someone expected to be said or done?
Could it be an observation: a helpful

THOUGHTS

piece of insight to be shared and added

to the pastor’s knowledge? Is it rather
a piece of feedback about how the
sermon comes across to the hearer or
some other helpful hint (like, when
you keep shaking your finger at us |
feel like I'm being scolded). The
contents could be an expression of
compliment, or merely an offering
envelope with a check that didn’t
make the offering plate for some
reason. Occasionally, the note will
convey a challenging question: one
that calls for a response.

| didn’t wait to walk to my office to
open the envelope with an opener. |
reached in my pocket and used a key

Our Turn

instead. My curiosity sometimes
demands a more immediate answer. |
opened the note and read the question:
Dear Rev. Hice, Since 1838 so very
many kind, thoughtful, gifted &
energetic people have had a wonderful
and positive effect on Royal Oak First
United Methodist Church. In the
present we have a responsibility to
maintain this heritage. What can you
do to sustain and grow this
congregation in this community?

It was a fair question, one that every
member of a church deserves to ask
and expect a response. Now, in the
third month of a year that poses the
kind of challenges that can make
churches as well as businesses sink or
swim, some hint of your pastor’s
direction is warranted.

| have been working to crystallize
some thought about my direction since
Laura, James, and | arrived to join you
over a half-year ago. During that time
| have tried to listen to the wisdom that
can always be found in the church’s
staff, elected leadership, and members
throughout the denomination.
Throughout this time | have invited
individuals and groups into
conversation; on some occasions
members of our church have
volunteered their insights to me by
(Continued on page 3)
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Dear Friends of Royal Oak First,

7/\

When | walked into church last Sunday | hada =~
strange feeling. With Tom’s long struggle with
heart and then pulmonary problems | realized it t
been many weeks since we had attended together.
Then, just before Thanksgiving, | had a knee regulac
and another series of months of healing and rekghrb
But all through these times our mailbox broughjoys

There were always cards of encouragement, of humor,

friendship. Then birthday cards were followed by
Christmas greetings. There were phone calls with
familiar voices and emails. We smiled when a @i
Care card arrived. How wonderful it was to beaadh.
(Continue to keep your eyes on the Circle of Cares
you will see bits and pieces of love as | contitueake
new cards...that may go to you some time.) As the
service ended we began to once again be facedo fac
with our church family. There were smiles of
recognition and joyful words of welcome. There aver
hand shakes and hugs. “Thank you” seems hardly
enough for all you have done. You are remembared i
our thoughts and prayers. We could not have gaiiien
far without you.

Sincerely,

Thanks so very much to all that shared my sorrow in
Edith’s iliness and the whole process the familytve
through after.

Sincerely,

Thank you to John and Brian for their visits wHileas
in the hospital. | also want to thank those wisited me
while | was at Evergreen. Thanks for all the candd
prayers for my recovery.

Dear Church Family,

Thank you so much for your prayers and well wishes
during my recent health issue. My heart is bediimg
now and | hope it stays that way. A special thyamk to
Brian Wright who came and stayed until the procedur
was over. His presence was a big help to me and |
glad that Paul had someone to keep him compalorel
the Circle of Care card. Those kitties are sute.cu

God bless you,

% S OF 76' To all the ROFUM “wannabelike” Christ folks,
@ 7 When | received my February Church Life, | read

the “People in the Church” page looking for my

thank you note... “to all those who bestowed

prayers, loving cards, a comfort quilt, and
encouraging comments upon my return to the church.”
Then | remembered that | hadn’t written that néte;
only thought it.

So, now I'd like to finally express my thanks initten
form and thank all you “wannabelike” folks. Onl@%
of people survive the blood infection | encounteréch
reminded of my “Voice from the Pews” that | offerad
few years ago (my long term memory still works),
“Damage to me — a couple of scratches.” | thanl ®o
my health once again and for all the love showedgh
of you “wannabelike” Christ folks at ROFUM.

Lovingly,

c@gg“f’é?
The faith community of Royal Oak First extends
sympathy to the family and friends of:

Richard G. Reed Sr., Rick Reed'’s father, 1/11
Vieno Hendrickson, Shirley Harris’ aunt, 1/13

Baptizeo
Eamon Finnegan Bucknel] son of April ”t”teb ¢
& John Bucknell HO[
Preston Lewis Heckman son of Paula & 9,
Tony Heckman Spﬂ/]t

Ave Grace Southern daughter of
Jacquelyn & Andrew Southern

Please introduce yourself to these new memberarof o

church family and add their addresses to your thrgc
N <

_ Mark Johnson

Michael Long

Familv
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(Continued from page 1) Christ in changing the world.
their own initiation. Each of these encountersltesn a
gift. Further, the Best Year Ever Extreme Church
Makeover, which we held on January 4, was a wondtlerf
time for a sizeable portion of our congregatiocame

5. The continued development of our worship
opportunities is essential, providing excellence in
worship, true spiritual food, and variety in worshi

and envision our direction for the future. Allghias 6. The creation of more small group opportunitias f
added the ingredients to the stew that is becoiing study, prayer and support, and service will givepbe
approach for “sustaining and growing this congriegeain a connection that can be very important to them
this community.” personally and to the strength of our congregation.
So what's in the stew, and is it palatable? lgésdme 7. We need to intentionally live as a covenant

clear to me that there are some essential ingresdiereded community. We are not a collection of people; and
as we cook the course of ministry for our churchun God does not settle for Christ's people to be mere
time. individual spiritual consumers. We are bound tbget

to travel on a spiritual quest with one anothehédo
servants of God together. The staff has alreadtyenr
and signed a covenant to which we are all committed
It describes how we will live and work togetheraas
team, and even how we will address conflict with
grace for restoration. It spells out how we wate for
one another. We cannot afford to be distracted or
dismantled by hurting each other. If we are tovihr
we will appreciate one another in our diversity of
opinion, goals, and personalities.

1. First, it is clear that this congregation, with171
year history of serving Christ in Royal Oak, netms
grow. Our congregation has followed the trendwf o
school population’s decline and has fallen below a
critical mass needed to support our ministry and
building. If we currently average 248 in worshifitw
a membership size of 679 (compared to almost 2,900
in 1970), we need to quickly rise to 350 in worship
and over 1,000 members in order to fulfill the rioas
God has currently entrusted into our hands.

8. Communication with one another and with the jgubl
is essential. Everything from the signs on andun
church to our methods of sharing information and
insight to the way we offer Christ and our ministoy
the community needs to be effective and attractive.

2. | am persuaded that we need to be a welcoming,
inviting church. Our forebearers created a strong
Christian community with a vital ministry essenijal
by believing that we were a church of consequence
and that our ministry could make a difference to
people. This was important enough, and they cared 9. Follow-through with our building Master Plan il

about God'’s children “out there without a church enable us to undergird these relational and

home” enough that they got bold and shared faith an programmatic endeavors with a facility that faeiiés
hope and invited them to join us in this journeyaith the results we need. We are now organizing a
and life. Building Committee to begin plans for the first pha

3. Our community is different than it was. We néed to be accomplished.

compliment the effective ministries we have nowhwit  10.Finally, | am absolutely certain that the prese

new ministries that are very relevant to the peogie opportunity to be your pastor at this point in bigt
now live in and around our community. All-the-wil does not mean that it is ontyy turn In fact, if it is

we need to be clear that these new programs are not only my turn for leadership or for making a diffece
only for people who already belong to our churait, b to sustain and grow this congregation, we are icerta
are available for people not already connectedsto u to be disappointed. Itis, insteadyr turn. Without a
(and they need to be promoted to the public as doubt, God has a dream for us and has handed us a
ministries provided without strings attached). How mission to fulfill this year and the next years athe
can we help people in job transition? How can we It's our turn: to take our place and make the kind of
give young adults, singles and in early committed contribution that will go down in the history ofiou
relationships, our current and expanded opporesiiti church that will be celebrated and built upon kst
for spiritual growth, community and activity? What who follow our lead.

help can we give people to manage their finances?
How can we take advantage of our location by angati
ministries that coincide with the arts and entertant
provided by downtown Royal Oak? Our new programs
need to create a buzz.

Grace and peace,

4. We need to offer more opportunities for hands-on John H. Hice
mission, giving people an opportunity to partnethwi Senior Pastor
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Youth Choir News

As we head into March, be sure to check your choir
schedule for the Sundays that you sing. It idyeal
important to be together on Wednesdays to rehdause,
it is equally important to share our gifts with the
congregation on Sunday mornings. All choirs are
considered worship leaders when they are in the
Sanctuary. This is our opportunity and our
responsibility to use our gifts to serve our
congregation. If there is a reason that you can’t
attend your scheduled Sunday performance, plei
call the church office or let Craig or Jennifer tno
as soon as possible. Remember that everyone i
vital part of a choir, and you are truly missed whe
you are unable to attend.

On March & our “Canticle Chimes” group ofand %'
graders will be accompanying a hymn at both sesvice
We have been meeting during this past six-week@ess
of Holy COW and learning some basic music readimt) a
bell playing skills, so this will be an opportunity use

our new skills in worship.

Treble Choir members got together at our January
Extreme Church Makeover meeting and,

write our own verses to “We Are the
Church.” We performed these new verses
during worship in January, but we thought
you might like to see them in print.

REFRAIN: | am the church! You are the church!
We are the church together!
All who follow Jesus, all around the world!
Yes, we're the church together!

The church is not a building,

the church is not a steeple,

the church is not a resting place,
the church is the people. (refrain)

Treble Choir Verses

A place where old and new friends
can meet and get together,
A place to eat at Holy COW
and even at Fish Dinners. (refrain)

A Marketplace and Pageant,

a Choir Camp for singing,

A steeple and a chapel

filled with instruments ringing. (refrain)

Middle School Youth Group
March 20, 7-11 p.m.—7/11 Party
Get ready for a late night of fun at the churche’W
have activities, games and pizza.

April 17, 6:30-8:30 p.m.—Movie Night
Note the start time. We'll gather in the Youth Roo
to view a movie together.

Youth Mission Trip 2009

Senior High Youth (those enterin§ §rade this fall
through those currently in T2yrade) will once
again travel south to assist a homeowner who is
unable to make repairs (roofing this year) on or
about his house. Again this year we will be using
ReConstruct as the hosting organization for thission
activity (see what they are up to at www.ReConstoug
— pictures from our trip last year are still postedtheir
website).

Jon Cline will lead this mission trip, but he i®king for
another woman to chaperone if at all possible. We
currently have Mark Lowman as a second chaperone to
ride herd on the young men, and Becky Ebarra toseee
the young women. Having one more chaperone for the

again, during holy COW choir rehearsals t0 girls would be a great help. ReConstruct requart=ader

to youth ration of 1:5, so we need enough adultote@r
the number of youth who want to participate. lbyare
interested in accompanying us please contact Jon.

The team has already started to get organized and
establish a plan of action. Last year the groapeied
from our church to ReConstruct housing in one dlyis
year we will spend at least one extra day (perbhapyon
the road, but with a shorter time in the car eah d

have done some preliminary scouting on where wélcou
stay overnight part way down at a reasonable dRight
now we are looking at a place that rents cabintsgast of
Lexington, KY, in the Red River Gorge area.

Particulars are as follows:

" Hosting activity: ReConstruct in Nashville, TN

" Location of our mission work: Hopkinsville, KY
(southwest Kentucky, not far from Nashville)

" Departure Date: Saturday, July 11 (possibly Friday
afternoon if everyone agrees and the cost impact is
not too great)

" Return Date: Saturday, July 18 (mid to late evgnin

" Cost per participant: $295 plus 6 meals on our own
and transportation/lodging on the way down and back
(fundraising will diminish this cost somewhat)

The mission team looks forward to the congregasion’
encouragement.
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Missions This Year

The Missions Work Area hasn’t been active for st | 7. Bread for the World — Christians working toward

two years due to illness and absent leadershifheso seeking justice and ending hunger by recommending

mission spending has just continued from previous shaping United States policies that address thte roo
decisions. Now we have an entirely causes of domestic/world hunger and relief.

we've chosen to support. Later in the Michigan area covenant relationship with the
i pport. Methodist Church of Haiti for lay preacher training
» the year, we'll give you a chance to

A .
new group at work and wogld like to 8. Covenant Relationship ProjectsHaiti — supporting
let you know about the projects
YOUR/
l— . . .
MISSION DOLLARS] give your opinions and help us health education materials, and scholarships éwetr

AT WORK choose. to and from Haiti, especially for youth.

9. Joy-Southfield Community Free Health Clinic —
volunteer health cangractitioners and laypersons
providing primary and preventative health care to
residents with inadequate health insurance. lItis
recognized by the Federal government as a medically
under-served area with abnormal rates of
communicable diseases.

To start with, I'll tell you about this year’s chers
projects. Our conference apportionments were dsere
slightly so local churches could choose, throughisfiy
Jubilee (conference-sponsored projects formerly
supported through conference apportionments), where
they would like to direct some mission dollars.e$é,
along with Advance Specials, UMCOR, and our

missionary support will give us a wide range of aop 10. Samaritan Counseling Center of Southeastern
with our mission contributions. We'll write moratér Michigan — provides counseling to individuals,
about each project, but here is the summary: couples, and families with a holistic approach with

1. Cass Community Social Services serving aging, the clients faith.

homeless and hungry men, women and children and 11. Michigan Christian Advocate —gives witness to the
those with mental illness and developmental gospel of Jesus Christ by accenting the news of the
disabilities. Michigan area and its churches. Each issue previde
examples of effective witness, editorial challenges

2. Baldwin Avenue Church and Center- to feed, two kinds of Bible study, and meeting people’s reed

clothe, educate and empower men, women, and
children in Pontiac. 12. Liberia Youth Ministry Support — providing
scholarships to train youth workers and other youth
ministry needs in Liberia, our other conference
covenant relationship.

3. Looking Glass Community Service- serving
isolated elderly, at-risk children and youth, aow |
income families seeking to break the cycle of
dependence on public assistance in the Laingsburg
area, west of Flint.

4. Nothing But Nets— The United Methodist Church is
one of six major partners with the United Nations
High Commission on Refugees on this two-year-old
project to prevent malaria, a leading cause oftdeat . . .
for children in Africa. Ten dollars Includes thest Lithuania Team Fundraisers
to purchase an insecticide-treated bed net, The Lithuania Team will continue to collect scraptat
distribution, and educating families on its propse. on the first Saturday of each month through Juteams

may be brought to the church parking lot in the mirog
Advocacy for Health, assisting people in the hert ~ P€tween 9 and noon. We aren't able to accept fuel
Detroit suffering from mental illness, substance containers or anything with Freon. For pick-upasge
abuse, and lack of affordable housing, addressieg t items, please contact Paul Kremer or Mark Lowman.
root causes of their struggles. The Lithuania team will again be selling pasti€rders

6. P.E.A.C.E. for Youth — Programs of Education, WiI] be taken in Fellowship Hall or accepted in tﬁmrch
Athletics, and Creative Endeavors, whose primary ~ °ffice through Wednesday, March 4. An order fosm |
focus is the development of “peace makers” in the available on page 6 of this issue. Pasties wik\zlable

midst of violent communities, schools, and homes. 0" Pick-up on the weekend of March 14/15.

5. N.O.A.H. Project — Networking, Organizing and
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Recession Buster Fish Dinners
Don’t Miss Out!

Career MInIStI'y Fridays, 4:30—7:00 p.m.
In response to the turbulent March 6, March 20, April 3
economic times we are fam_ng, Baby Cod from Iceland (baked or deep fried), Wadley
there has been a Career Ministry e d)  Haddock or Chicken Tenders. All dinnerslide
established to support those Fries or Baked Potato, Cole Slaw, Roll, Butter, &eage

individuals facing career transitions, involuntary

; . ) ; and Dessert (Such a deal!!
otherwise. There will be ‘open’ meetings in the (Su )

Fellowship Hall where a common topic will be dissed Children 14 & under  free (in house only)
and then there will be an opportunity for smallugs or Youth (ages 15-18) $3.00 (in house only)
individual support in such areas as resume & ctateer Chicken Tenders $8.00
writing, interview skills, and general support. \Me 2 pc fried cod $9.50
appealing for your support in the following ways: 3 pc fried cod $10.50
" Please pray for this ministry and the people thiat i Baked cod $10.50
trying to reach. Haddock (NEW) $9.50
Please invite anyone that you know that is in aear Walleye $12.00
transition or might be facing such a situation; the All you can eat $13.50 (in house only)
meetings are free, informal, and designed to be (prices include sales tax)

supportive of their situation.

LinkedIn? Facebook? If you participate in social
networking sites, please watch for further
communications as we explore avenues to leverage
these resources.

Beef Pasties by Hermann’s Bakery

Proceeds benefit the Eiguliai UMC
building fund (our partner church in Lithuania)

Ingredients: shredded stewing beef, potatoes, tsawnions, rutabagas, and small amount of turnip.

Spread the word!
Invite your neighbors and friends.

Pasties are pre-cooked. Heating instructionst ine26@ oven for 20 minutes. Large pasty heats b
when cut in half and pushed together.

Deadline to order is Wednesday, March 4. Orders nat be prepaidand can be turned in at the Lithuanian Mission
Team table in Fellowship Hall on Sunday morningsoathe church office during the week.

For more information, call Mark Lowman.

Name Phone

Large — 12 o0z. (9" half pie) x $5.50 = $
#pasties total cost

Small — 6 oz. (pot pie size) x $4.00 = $
#pasties total cost

Grand total $

I will pick up my pasties after the following chiwrservice: (check one)
Saturday, March 14 (5:30 p.m.)
Sunday, March 15 (9:15 a.m.) Syridarch 15 (11:00 a.m.)
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News for All Fellowship Time Volunteers Wanted
from the Do you like to smile? Do you enjoy
: : talking to people? Can you put
United Methodist Women together a “mean” tray of cookies?
Book Discussion Group Then we need you!
We meet on the third Wednesday of the month at 9:30| The Member Care work area is
a.m. in the church Library. Upcoming books are: looking for volunteers to add to our
March 18 — “The Ladies of Liberty” by Cokie Roberts 2lready existing Fellowship Time
April 15 — “Not Even My Name” by Thea Halo teams who serve one Sunday a month.
May 20 — “The Shack” by William Young We are looking for volunteers to serve coffee, peanch,

and cookies at one Fellowship Time a month. Weslzav
very dedicated group of volunteers, but we coukl us
more people. Team #3 is also looking for someone
. willing to “lead” them. The leader is the persohov
Church Women United coordinates the efforts of the team — confirms wilb
World Day of Prayer work at each service and makes sure someone wlear
Friday, March 6 early to start the coffee, set up the serving tadoe put
together cookie trays.

Visitors are welcome to attend our meetings. Baity
Becker for information.

All are invited to participate in this event at dlame
Catholic Church{645 Woodland, B’hamyvith a program If this is something you feel called to do, pleasatact
written by women of Papua New Guinea. George Marck, Member Care chairperson.
9:30 a.m. Quiche and coffee (free will donation
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

For reservations please call Olive Mae Glenn bydayn
March 1.

EASTER FLOWERS - We are offering a choice of spring flowers tca@ate the Sanctua
on Easter Sunday, April 12, or contributing to @dit Methodist Committee on Rel
(UMCOR) in honor or memory of a loved one. The manof the donors and those to
honored or memorialized will be printed as a budl@sert on Easter Sunday. If you wis
participate, return this form to the church off@meor beforéSunday, March 29

Money must accompany your order (make checks payalfirst United Methodist Church).

Please print all information using_ oneform per order (additional forms are available inthe church office)

Yes, | want to participate!
Easter Lily (2 blooms) - $16.00 Azalea - $15.50 Tui$8.50

______Hyacinth - $8.50 Daffodil - $8.50

__lwill pick up the plant after the 11:00 a.ren8ce on Easter Sunday

__lam willing to deliver my plant to a homeboundmber on Easter Sunda¥he church will provide the
name and address of a homebound member.

____l'will order my own plant & deliver it to thdwarch on Friday, April 10.

Enclosed is my donation of $ for UMCOR.

This will be a memorial to

R in honor of

Given by Phone #
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Finance Committee Corner

Welcome back. It is March already and time tolyeal
think about spring and having the income taxes done
Ugh!

Thanks to all of you who have sent me suggestions f
this column. Here are a few:

There will be an Estate Planning Seminar put othby
Investment Committee May 3, 2009 in the parlor at
12:30. See the article describing this event disearin
this newsletter.

This column is devoted to resources. Some have
suggested websites and authors they particuldeyl li
which | have included. There is no shortage ohsuc
publications or sites. | have noted the ones | use
Nothing magical about them; they are ones | likere
they are:

Books and other publications

Personal Finance for Dummigy Eric Tyson, B
edition. Terrible name for a book, however, ijiste
readable and covers a wide range of topics. | baee
of the earlier editions and it is dog-eared andabdy
needs to be replaced.

Money A monthly publication available in most librasie
or off the magazine rack in most bookstores. It

usually contains many practical money management

articles and other informational pieces. It tetudbe a
general publication on all aspects of money
management and investing.

Radio/TV

Marketplace Marketplace Morning Repagrand

Marketplace MoneyThree shows at various times on

NPR. Their website is
www.marketplace.publicradio.org. This site consain
text and podcast information on current topics thear
on NPR. The tab “Marketplace Money” contains the
contents of the weekly broadcast and an archive of
previous shows.

CNN 1do not have cable; however, others have redort
they like the information presented on this station

Websites

There are several sites | have visited that haxdd @f
information for all levels. These sites have tondth
investments since they are the sites of investment
companies. Some have calculators to help you make
financial decisions.

Vanguard. www.vanguard.com
Fidelity. www.fidelity.com
T. Rowe Price www.TRowePrice.com

For general financial information:

www.Kiplinger.com. This site is home to tKéplinger
Magazine NewsletterandRetiremenReport | receive
the Retirement Repofty mail. It is a quick read and it is
rare | do not find anything in it that | can ug@en-line
subscriptions are available.

Keep your cards and letters coming; I'd like thaguenn
to be a help to you.

, Finance Chair

New Custodians

Maybe you have already noticed two new

people pushing the cleaning cart

throughout the church. Yes, we now have

both a morning custodian and an afternoon

custodian. You have already been
introduced to Frederick Bowden, our afternoon atisto.
Now we want you to meet Gary Loeffler, our morning
custodian. Gary will be the lead custodian, ordgthe
necessary supplies and coordinating tasks necetssary
keep our church building clean. You have probakelgn
one or the other of these gentlemen on Sunday ngrni
before, during, and after the church services.irTihgial
tasks will be getting acquainted with the comphexit
our large building and working around the many vigek
activities.

A Successful Saturday Sweep

On Saturday, January 24, the third

Saturday Sweep Session was held.

About 25 volunteers attended the 9-

1:00 session doing a variety of tasks

throughout the church. Washing

windows, organizing storage, minor

painting, and general cleaning and

de-cluttering was the order of the

morning. Light refreshments were available dutimg
session to maintain our energy.

We will schedule the fourth Saturday Sweep Session
the spring in time to spruce up the church grouriRlan
on joining us!
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The Library is Coming Join the Casual Choir!
to Fellowship Time If you've ever wondered what it would be like tdfhe
Each month on the second Sunday, léad the congregation in worship, here’s your ceanc
the library will be coming to Several times during the next few months, anyone wh
Fellowship Time with different wants to sing may join us at 8:45 a.m. in the chmom

featured authors. In February, our to warm up, run through the hymns, and rehearsagle
featured authors were Mitch Albom  hymn tune to share as a special musical offeriau
and David Wolpe. Copies on might even say this is the “Hymn Choir!” Join us o
consignment from Cokesbury will be March 22. Help make our worship more exciting with

available for purchase through the end Your leadership!
of each month. In March, our featured authors bell
Diana Butler Bass (“Christianity for the Rest of’\Jand
George Cladis (“Leading the Team-Based Church@, an
in April our featured author will be C.S. LewisleRse
visit us on the second Sunday of each month.

Estate Planning Seminar

Financial and estate planning can be complex. sesamembers and friends of Royal Oak First Unilethodist
Church, the church will host an estate planningisanon Sunday, May 3, at 12:30 p.m. in the Parltwpics will
include probate, wills, trusts, charitable giftsddax considerations. To enhance the succeabisafeminar we need
your ideas for other topics as well as voluntedhéng to help make this seminar a success.

While we can't take it with us, weantake steps to make sure that what is left behéndes the purposes we intend.
This seminar will help us better manage our aseetdogical and productive way. The seminar aifo show us how
we can provide for our church's future as we ptarotirs.

Please plan to participate in this seminar eitsaaraattendee or, better yet, as both an attemibasaa volunteer
helping to organize and implement the seminaraddition to needing people with knowledge in atbasseminar will
cover, we also need volunteers to publicize theteard to arrange lunch for the participants. oifi yeed to learn more
about estate planning, please fill out the fornole&nd turn in to the church office or contact J8uoyse.

Estate Planning Seminar

Yes, | am interested in attending

Please include in the discussion the followingtefioncerns:

In addition to attending, | am willing to volunteter help make this seminar a success by:

Name

Phone Email




PAGE 10 CHURCH LIFE MARCH 2009

New Member Class
Offered in March

On behalf of all of the Are you interested in joining the church? Our reedes
members of the Trustees  of new member classes will meet on 5 Sundays begjnn
Committee who served March 8. Those interested in joining the churcbrup
under Kay LaCombe these past three years, | wikdd | completion of the class will be received into menshi
to extend a warm and heart-felt thank you to our on Sunday, April 12. The class will meet as fokow

Chairperson for her tireless hours spent guidiegrést of
us through some exciting projects. The list wdagdoo
long for this article, but | would like to name jusfew of
them that made a great impact on our church and
community. Three new entryways, new windows in the
education wing, new and improved fire sensor system

March 8, 3:00-4:00 p.m.
March 15, 9:15-10:15 a.m.
March 22, 9:15-10:15 a.m.
March 29, 9:15-10:15 a.m.
April 5, 3:00-5:00 p.m.

keep us safe, a beautifully remodeled parsonaghékit If you would like to be a part of this membershiass,
the Lafayette house removed and replaced withengre  see Rev. John Hice or leave your name and phonberum
space, beautiful wainscoting in the Small DiningpbRip in the church office.

and a beautifully restored Sanctuary organ. If lyave
been touched by her grace, go ahead and shovhahk
you, Kay! Now let’s all take some “Bold Steps he t / \
Future.”

, Chairperson of Trustees

Sunday, March 8
Daylight Savings Time begins
\ 7

Dr. Nancy E. Hartrick - Family Dentistry
Kinsey-Garrett Funeral Home
Paul Kremer — Garage Doors
Jennifer Notarantonio - Wellness Consulta

New sponsors are always welcome! Contact L
Vickers in the church office (248/541-4100)

learn how you or your organization can becomg@@ g
Church Lifesponsor.

Sponsorships:
Single Issue $15.00
Quarterly (3 issues) $45.00
Yearly (12 issues) $180.00
Prices are based on a business card size ad.

Individual Messages:
Birthdays, Anniversaries, Greetings, etc.
$5.00/issue
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S AM’'s O

I'm ready for spring! In  Senjor Adult Ministries O
the paper it mentioned that -

someone saw a robin. How do they
find food through 13" of snow?

This winter has been hard on the
wildlife as well as our pets and us! |
thank all the people who gave me
rides when | was afraid to drive
alone.

19U

Last month | asked for suggestions on how to chémge
prayer chain to make it shorter and if we shoulcticoie
including people other than our own church members
families. | only received one comment — yes, weusth
include everyone as we do now. | guess the reghof
agree it should stay the same, since you haven't
responded. | did have several people call anchéet
know that | could remove their people’s names ftben
prayer list.

The first Fish Dinner was a beautiful day — lotgpebple
came out to enjoy the dinner. Bill Laitner of thetroit
Free Press was here to write an article and taltarps.
That will help increase our numbers at the remaginin
dinners.

Lent is coming and you have an opportunity to gin
small Lenten study group. When you see the listady
groups, pick a time and place that is convenienyéo
and join a group! It's another way to meet fellow
members. Don’t be shy — if someone hasn'’t invited
to join their group, call them!

Your church staff is here to help you, so don'tifags to
call if you have a question. If we don’t know, wél
search and get the answer.

Love and God bless,

Holy Land Trip in 2010

Rev. Mike Seymour (former past
at ROFUM) has extended an
invitation to all to join him on a
Holy Land Trip starting January 1
2010. He has been there three ti
already, and is going again so that he can take his
grandson who will be in his first year in semina#ytrip
brochure and a pamphlet about security are availabl
the church office. For further information, younca
contact Mike at mseym@hotmail.com.

Remember%g

Our Homebound Members

Ray Bennett

Vi Bradshaw
Dutch Janbroers
Jack Lawson

Ivy Loftin
Yvonne Quinn
Jeannette Safran
Dorothy Schwem

Don Shepard
Peggy Smullen

Names and addresses of our homebound membersraienpertant to us. There is
constant change, so please note the names andseglcarefully. If you have any
corrections or updates, please notify the churtibeof

Out of the Area

Mary Davis
Florence Fowler
Betty Flint
Maggie Fries
Christina Smith
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Carole Davis Lesa Nielsen

Eiguliai Methodist Church John Olexy

Florence Fowler Jim Reinert

Kim Frentz Steve Reinert

Dr. Edward Grattan Scott Robbins
Margaret Andriths Ed Hanson Audrey Russell
Jim Angus Delbert Holser Walter & Vera Schulze
Jack Billings Our Homebound Members Michael Sharpe
Evelyn Burch Tim Koerner Alison Shubitowski
Pearl Campbell David Moser David Siira
Wilma Cooper Frank Moser Cal Sleeman
Patti Cooper-Koerner Martha Mulder-Cox Nadine Urquhart

Our prayers for God'’s healing touch for:

Bastien Beaubien- 18 months old. The soft spot in his head wasedonvhen he was born, so he had surgery to
open it.

Drew Collins— 7 years old. Cystic fibrosis. He is doing pretell.

Spencer Lisabeth 9 years old. Diagnosed with leukemia in Augu3®2 He will end chemo in December. If he
stays in remission until he is 15 years old thely sy he is cured.

Nicholas Oberdier 8 months old. He was born with a mass arounddsge and eye. He has had surgery for it and
will have more surgery in the future.

Emily Paswater 9 months old. A tumor on the end of her nodeiag treated.

Marek Werda -5 years old. He is down to one medication a dag hls anti-rejection drug. By the end of summer
they may be able to discontinue all drugs. Hehisswn little snowmaobile to ride in Alaska.

2/11/09

Sean Barr- Air Force Aaron Mingle - Navy (Florida)

Dar Heiser- Marines (Iraq) Thomas Morales Navy (Hawaii)

Jody Holton- Hawaii Jessica Moran Army (Iraq)

Paul Kondrat- Marines (Japan) Kimberly Munzinger- Marines (N. Carolina

Andrew KostrzewaNavy (Guam) Kirk Munzinger - Army (Afghanistan)
Dan Lewis Army (ltaly) Jason Schaeffer Marines (Washington)
Cameron Mattox (Home)
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-1-  Vince Notarantonio -14- Ruth Dawkins -21- Michele Zryd
Ray Slowik Don McCreedy Cindy Goodaker

-11-

-12-

-13-

Rielly Gregory
Sarah Sproul

John Campbell
Laura Hice

Ginny Cotton
Harvey Courtney
Rose Mary Mann
Darren Wahl
Janet Carlson
Mark Consolacion

Michael LaPrise
Brian Slifka

George Samson, Sr.

Joan Hoelaars
Jamie Pepper

Mary Davis
Benjamin Mutz
Ashley Schalm

Nancy Martin
Angie Nielsen

Scott Cummings
Latrese Zryd
Roberta Wamser
Janet Maxwell

Len Nancarrow
Elsa Raynolds
Patrick Umstead
Tina Teed

George Samson, Jr.

Zenovia Courtney
Randy Fall
Noreen Sleeman

-15-

-16-
17-

-18-
-19-

-20-

Sherry Giles
Nicole Arney

Andrea Fenwick
Manny Samson
Sarah Greco

Aaron Glaser

Lee Hoffmann
Drew Kosnik
Mary Tata
Phyllis Wagster
Hazel Davis

Lori Vickers

Goldie Chiti
Cynthia McCarthy
Chloe Johnson
Ashley Reid
Justin Watkins
Kyle Watkins

Bev Burgess

Kira Tull
Christopher Rylance
Kris Simms

-22-

-23-

-24-

-25-

-26-

27-

-28-

-29-

-31-

Allison Harris

Howard Emorey
Kay LaCombe
Shannon Shornak

James Carr
Tom Watts
Ron Williams
James Hice

Vel Lowman
Bob Giles
Lori Suarez

Adrianna Burgess
Brendan Murray
Neal Burgess
Mya Brown

Courtney Hall
Ginny Conrad

Janet Cork
Christian Samson
Jean Maclintyre
Dave Starling

George Hoelaars
Gaberielle Morse

Beth Chasco
Kim Christopher
James Hartrick
Gordon Berg
Gaberiel Budnar
Dody Bunker
Karl Evans

Christel Samson
Zachery Gillespie

data base.

Please note: If you don’t see your name
on our birthday list, please let us know!
We may not have your birthday in our
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First United Methodist Church
320 W. Seventh Street
Royal Oak, Ml 48067

Return Service Requested

Dated Material - Please Deliver Promptly
Mailed February 17, 2009

Non-Profit
Organization

U.S. Postage
PAID

Royal Oak, MI
Permit No. 33(

April 5, Palm Sunday
9:15 and 11:00 a.m— “Service of the Palms”

April 9, Maundy Thursday
7:30 p.m.

April 10, Good Friday
12:00 p.m.-1:30 p.m—
Community Good Friday Service
in our Sanctuary

7:30 p.m.— Tenebrae Service

April 11, Holy Saturday
5:30 p.m.— Worship

April 12, Easter Sunday
7:15 a.m.— Sunrise Servicen church lawn
8:00 a.m.— Breakfast at Pronto’s
9:15 a.m.— “Celebration of the Risen Lord"
10:30 a.m.— Easter Egg hunt on church lawn
11:00 a.m.— “Celebration of the Risen Lord”

Performing Arts Series
presents

Musical Tales: a Benefit
for the Royal Oak Animal Shelter
Sunday, March 29, 4:00 p.m.

Detroit Symphony flutist Jeffrey Zook will presemt
concert to benefit the Royal Oak Animal Shelteain
performance of “Alex in Wonderland” — a kid-friend|
journey through the world of music! The Animal §be
will be bringing information on adoptions and some
special guests!
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