
Connected and Alive 
I was encouraged 
to get out of Royal 
Oak for a few days 
to mingle with 
Lithuanians.  You 
might not be 
surprised: it was 
Chris Christopher’s 
doing.  Funny, how 

you can think of a million excuses and 
be pushed around by dozens of priority 
needs whenever the prospect of doing 
something out-of-the-ordinary crops 
up.  I was pushed by the excuses and 
the priorities last year.  The needs we 
face locally can dominate – it’s a 
temptation to become absorbed in 
maintaining what’s happening here. 

Friends of Lithuania Consultation 
was a gathering of pastors and laity 
from churches in partnership with 
Lithuanian churches, along with other 
denominational leaders and a few 
leaders from the Lithuanian churches 
themselves.  Our church has been in 
partnership with Eiguliai United 
Methodist Church in Kaunas, 
Lithuania for a dozen years. 

Twelve eventful years. 

Methodists used to have a ministry 
in Lithuania.  People gave their lives 
to God through Christ because of the 
witness; and like other places 

Methodists have been, Lithuanian 
society was changed.  Real needs of 
people – both spiritual and physical, 
social and political – were met.  World 
War II made an impact on church life: 
many of the Methodists were from 
Germany and they left.  Then after the 
war Lithuania entered an era of Soviet 
domination.  Church properties were 
seized and the practice of any religion 
was banned.  These changes ended the 
Methodist Church in Lithuania and the 
rest of the Baltic States. 

I heard at the Conference that there 
was a mother and daughter who 
walked by an old, abandoned church 
building that had been the home of one 
of the Methodist congregations every 
day.  They would stop and place a 
hand on its stone wall and they would 
pray that one day the Methodists 
would return. 

The Soviet Union fell apart; 
Lithuania declared its independence; 
and religion was no longer outlawed.  
Visionary leaders in the United 
Methodist’s mission agency, The 
Board of Global Ministry (BOGM), 
heard God’s call to go back. 

Dr. Kimbraugh, a leader of the 
BOGM, traveled to Lithuania to begin 
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Dear ROFUM Congregation 

Thank you for the wonderful pink rose.  It 
was so nice to see everyone and have the 
baby meet all of you.  Thank you for 

thinking about us and for coming up to the hospital to 
meet Emily.  Thank you, again, from the bottom of our 
hearts. 

Love 
��������	
������


���	���
�������


��������  

Dear Church Friends, 

Thank you for the lovely card.  It was so kind of you 
all.  I have many beautiful memories of Royal Oak First.  
Thank you for your kindness.  May God bless. 

Your Friend 
������
�����


��������  

Dear Church Friends, 

Thank you so much for the get well wishes and lovely 
cards during my recent bout with pneumonia.  The Circle 
of Care card with your signatures really uplifted me 
during my illness.  It also was a comfort when I received 
the sympathy card with my mother’s passing last 
October.  Your thoughtfulness and kindness really 
touches my heart.  May God’s grace abide in all of us. 

Love 
����
������


 

 

 

 

 

The faith community of Royal Oak First extends 
sympathy to: 

The family and friends of Larry Franklin , 4/14 
Joyce Negrich on the death of her nephew, Frank 

Turney, 4/18 
Kim Christopher on the death of her uncle, Stan Ewing, 

4/26 
Georgia Boyse on the death of her father, Harold Jeffrey, 

4/28 

���������	
���������	
���������	
���������	
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Hunter Jennings Kuznia, son of 
Heather & Nick, 4/12.   
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�
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�
����������������
�
����������������
�
��������������� ���
Please introduce yourself to this new member of our 
church family and add her address to your directory. 

Yvonne Bashur 

  Yvonne grew up in Saginaw and, 
after high school, joined the army.  
She was stationed in Texas until 
she retired, and then she moved 
back to Michigan.  Yvonne 
currently works as a live-in 
caregiver.  She enjoys reading, 
crafts, music, and camping.  She 
has a son who lives in Texas and a 

daughter in Pennsylvania.  She also has 7 grandchildren 
and 1 great grandchild. 

 
 

 

������
�����	���������
�����	���������
�����	���������
�����	���� ���
Congratulations to the following 
eighth graders who were 
confirmed on Sunday, May 1: 

Emily Aeillo 
Jesse Nahhat 
Lucas Notarantonio 
Harrison Watts 

 

PEOPLE IN  
THE CHURCH 
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the United Methodist initiative in 1992.  The story goes 
that when he arrived he met the woman who had prayed 
for so long.  She asked him, “What took you so long?” 

We have been a part of the story that has unfolded.  
Eiguliai UMC is one of eleven United Methodist 
Churches that have been started in this growing ministry.  
Don’t let the romantic feel of this mislead you, though: 
ministry is just as challenging there as it is elsewhere in 
Europe and here.  The first pangs of hunger for the gospel 
experienced by people who were denied it over the 
decades have settled into complacency and secularism 
and materialism.  Yet, the need for a world-changing 
mission remains. 

Our partnership in ministry is necessary for God’s 
work.  Our relationships can change us and change our 
brothers and sisters in the Baltic, giving us both a global 
heart.  We have much to give each other. 

Dr. Bill Quick said at the meeting, “Missional 
churches live.  Maintenance churches die.”  We are a 
missional church.  We find that our giving to the work in 
Kaunas has enriched us.  We find that the prayers and 
insight they have given us have gone back to enrich them.  
In this, there is life.  There is the love of Christ. 

And it’s likely that over the next months we will see 
them – they will see us.  We’ll respond to leaders at the 
Conference and explore making Internet connections and 
Skype up with each other for talks and Bible study and 
even worship together.  Maybe next year we’ll have a 
group go to Lithuania for a time so we can experience our 
friendship in Christ again face-to-face.  It’s been a while 
since we did that last. 

I suspect when we do, we can ask each other, “What 
took you so long?”  And we’ll realize again how mission 
makes us alive in Christ. 

Carpe Diem – Seize the Day! 

 

 

Rev. John H. Hice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

���������	�	
�����
���� �

Is there a need for  
Stephen Ministry? 

People have asked the question… 

As an example of the need, let us consider a 
hypothetical man diagnosed with cancer.  Several people 
can be identified as likely to benefit from a Stephen 
Minister: 

1. The man with cancer 
2. The man’s spouse 
3. The man’s siblings 
4. The man’s adult children (Stephen Ministry only 

serves adults) 
5. The man’s parents 
6. The man’s closest friends 

That is six or more people identified as potential 
benefactors from Stephen Ministry.  

The ministry challenge is how to caringly and 
confidentially notice and offer each potential benefactor a 
Stephen Minister.  

People tend to be most comfortable sharing life-
challenges with their pastor.  Therefore, we plan to keep 
the pastor in the front line of identifying ministry 
opportunities.  The pastor and the minister of 
congregational care will meet weekly to address all active 
care ministries.  Included in that meeting will be time to 
identify members who might benefit from a Stephen 
Minister.  Then the pastor or minister of congregational 
care will contact the member to offer the ministry.  If the 
member accepts, we will contact an appropriate Stephen 
Minister to begin the process.  

Of course, people are always welcome to request a 
Stephen Minister. If they do, they certainly would be a 
high priority. But statistics tell us that most people will 
not ask for the ministry, themselves.  We should; but we 
rarely do. Therefore, a successful Stephan Ministry must 
actively identify people and offer the ministry. In time, as 
people become more familiar with the ministry, people 
will seek the ministry more freely.  However, we will 
continue to deliberately take time to discover the 
opportunities as a part of our ongoing Stephen Ministry. 

The goal is simply to give each other Christian care.  

�����
����	�


(Continued from page 1) 

Connected and Alive 

Wednesday, June 15th at 7:30 in the Parlor, we 
will have an informational meeting about Stephen 
Ministry.  We must limit the first training classes to 10, 
so please make plans to be at this ministry meeting.  You 
will get an overview and an opportunity to ask questions. 
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  Mission Spotlight: 
      Baldwin Avenue Church  
      & Center 

Baldwin Avenue Church and Center plays a vital, 
sometimes life saving role in Pontiac and is a very worthy 
Mission Jubilee project.  Recent volunteer helpers and 
donations have improved facilities and allowed the 
purchase of washers and dryers, so homeless and low 
income folks can sign up for free clothes washing.  There 
is also limited sign-up for showers. 

They have an amazing food program with lots of 
volunteer help in serving.  In January alone, their Family 
Kitchen served 4,659 meals, including 3,354 lunches, 726 
breakfasts for homeless, and 579 dinners for children in 
the after school program.  They deliver 140 food boxes 
with a 4 week supply each month to homes of area 
seniors. 

Baldwin’s after school program has 130 youth 
registered with an average of 50 children attending daily 
and provides safety, friendship, loving care, projects, and 
tutoring.  There are GED classes for adults.  “Justice For 
Our Neighbors” has just begun an immigration legal 
clinic once a month. 

Volunteers recently redid the old farmhouse giving 
them more room for their “Clothes Closet” and they now 
serve over a thousand clients a month including some 
from domestic violence shelters and substance abuse 
rehab facilities.  They can always use donations of clean, 
good condition, used clothing in all sizes for all ages.  So 
think about that as you spring clean your own closets.  In 
November and December they run a “Holiday Store” but 
only accept new things for that (including tools, toys, and 
small household items).  All gifts are tax deductible and 
you’ll receive a receipt. 

Five urban gardens are a newer activity and a 1,040 
sq. ft. ‘hoop house’ (a sustainable unheated greenhouse) 
allows 4-season gardening.  This involves children, a 4-H 
Club, and some adults.  Baldwin also helps keep folks in 
their homes with some help with rent and eviction 
notices.  They were chosen for a “Champions in Action 
Award” from Chapter One and Channel 7 including a 
much-needed monetary award. 

If you are looking to volunteer, there are opportunities 
in serving meals, tutoring students, “shopkeeping” in the 
Clothes Closet, and other areas.  Volunteer orientation 
sessions are offered each Monday at 4 p.m., and an Open 
House is held each month on varying days and times.  
Want to learn more?  Call 248-332-6101 or visit 
www.baldwincenter.org. 

 

Sack Lunch Program... 
We continue to need donations of juice 

boxes, fruit or pudding cups, cookies, chips, 
lunch meat, cheese slices, hot dogs, bread, and 
fresh fruit.  Please label items “Sack Lunch” 
and leave in the Kitchenette off the Parlor.  (Please do not 
put items in the freezer.)  If you would like to donate 
money and leave the shopping to us, please leave 
monetary donations in the church office. 

We continue to pass out clothing on the last Monday 
of the month.  Items needed include blankets, men’s and 
women’s jeans, tennis shoes, gloves, baseball caps, socks, 
underwear, spring jackets, and warm shirts.  Please leave 
labeled bags of clothing in the Kitchenette. 

We will have openings to volunteer over the summer 
months as some of our regular volunteers will take some 
time off.  Please call me if you would like to help in the 
summer or leave a note on the fridge in the Kitchenette.  
Volunteer hours are 9:45 – 11:45 a.m.  Thanks, everyone, 
for your donations over the past year. 

�������
����� , sack lunch coordinator 

...Touches Lives 
   ROFUM’s Sack Lunch program is alive and 
well because of all the things this congregation 
does week after week.  Thursday was a normal 
day of packing up the sack lunches, making 

grilled cheese sandwiches, serving ice cream, and giving 
out birthday bags to the April babies.  It was a normal day 
that was extraordinary.  The sack lunches contained juice 
boxes donated by the boys and girls of Calvary Christian 
School, cookies made and donated by a church member, 
bananas from another church member, cheese for the 
sandwiches from more church members, and ice cream 
from Holy COW.  The birthday bags have a variety of 
extra goodies for the birthday person: band-aids, new 
socks, a pen, a notebook, hard candy, gum, and a birthday 
card signed by all of you. 

What made that Thursday memorable was that one of the 
guys said it was his birthday two days ago, so I got a 
birthday bag and sang Happy Birthday to him.  He had tears 
in his eyes and was so excited.  The card was going on the 
mantel because he hadn’t had a birthday card in years.  Then 
he looked in the bag and closed it back up again.  With tears, 
again, he said that he would wait until he got home to look 
through the bag.  I asked if he wanted a book to read, and he 
was excited to find a Tom Clancy book that he enjoys from 
among our donated paperback books. 

What you do makes a huge difference in the lives of 
others and I thank each and every one of you that make 
the Sack Lunch program so wonderful.   

�����
 ���	 , sack lunch volunteer
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High School Pit Stop Finale 
The high school Pit Stop group finished the program 

year by going to the Grand Opening of the spring exhibit 
at the Swords into Plowshares Peace Gallery in Detroit.  
The gallery is adjacent to the Central United Methodist 
Church which just celebrated its 200th year.  The exhibit 
is somewhat small, which makes it a perfect fit for the 
youth.  The gallery itself is very comfortable and 
welcoming.  We enjoyed the many different art pieces 
created by a wide range of schools and ages.  We were 
delighted to have Steve and Eileen Weber join us for the 
exhibit.  Afterwards, we all headed across the street to eat 
lunch at Hockeytown.  The restaurant provides a 
wonderful view of Detroit. 

We look 
forward to next 
year’s Pit Stop 
and the start of a 
new peace 
project, possibly 
exploring paint as 
a medium.  
Perhaps you have 
some art supplies 
you would like to donate to our group.  If so, please drop 
those off at the office any time; we won’t be starting the 
project until sometime in January. 

Peace be with you, 

!���	
"������


"�����
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Choir Camp is Coming!  
July 24-31  

Choir Camp registrations will soon (late 
May) be in the mail.  If your child will be in 
grades 3-12 next fall, then he/she is eligible 
for ROFUM’s very special Choir Camp, 
scheduled for July 24-31.  If you have not 
received one by May 31, pick one up in the church office.  
Friends and relatives are encouraged to come and pay the 
same rate ($250) as church members, so feel free to pick 
up an extra registration from the church office (available 
June 1) for someone you know.  Come join us for 
swimming, boating, crafting, disc golfing, worshipping, 
laughing and, of course, singing! 

Our week begins at worship on Sunday, July 24, 
with a very special commissioning of our staff and 
campers.  “Camp Sunday” happens on July 31 and is the 
grand finale, where we share the experiences of the camp 
week with our congregation.  Check your registration 
packets for scheduled parent meetings where you can get 
in-depth information about this opportunity and have any 
questions answered.  As our 12th grade campers always 
say, “Don’t miss a year – you’ll regret it!” 

 

 

Café ROFUM Shines Again! 
Once again, the high school youth and their families 

came together to prepare and serve a fabulous spaghetti 
dinner to benefit the Youth Mission Trip.  This year we 
hosted over 170 guests.  The menu included spaghetti, 
Caesar salad, and a scrumptious dessert.   The dinner was 
put together by our “Head Chef” Beth Cameron. 

We thank all of the people who attended our dinner, as 
well as the parents who stayed to help cook and wash 
ALL the dishes.  Many of the ingredients for the meal 
were donated by local grocery stores including 
Hollywood Super Market, Holiday Market, and Oakridge 
Market.  Their generosity is very much appreciated. 

This year’s Mission Trip destination is East Peoria, 
Illinois, where we will visit and work at Dayspring United 
Methodist Church.  Dayspring is a Native American 
fellowship with a newly constructed, but unfinished, 
church building.  We are planning to install some 
landscaping. 

If you have any questions about the trip or are 
interested in joining us, please contact Mike Yarmy at 
mike@darkspark.com.  

Office Volunteers Needed 
Could you spare about two hours on a Wednesday 

afternoon from 11:45 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.?  Then 
perhaps you would like to help 
the staff during their weekly staff 
meetings.  Duties would include 
answering the phone and door 
while performing simple office 
tasks (collating, labeling, etc.).  
No experience is needed; you just 
need a sunny disposition and a 

desire to help others.  High school seniors looking for 
community service hours, this might be just the thing 
for you.  Volunteers typically work one Wednesday a 
month.  If you are interested, please contact Trish 
Lambert at 248-541-4100 or office@rofum.org.   
I would love to hear from you! 

!���	
"������
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In His Steps  –  
Here I Am, Lord 

There are many opportunities 
to serve the church and 
others.  You may have made 

specific 2011 Commitments in the area of Service.  
Whether or not you made a commitment, you have an 
opportunity to serve the In His Steps program in a very 
special way.  Last year, nearly 30 people eagerly said 
‘yes’ to serve as leaders in the program and you have the 
opportunity to serve this year as an Ambassador.  The In 
His Steps Ambassadors play a very important leadership 
role for the In His Steps program.   

Ambassadors will be asked to attend an orientation in 
July where they will learn the plan for this year’s In His 
Steps program.  The Ambassadors will select and lead a 
team of about five Messengers, who will make phone 
calls to ROFUM members in October, inviting them to 
commitment weekend.  Ambassadors will also be asked 
to take special coordinating duties for a particular portion 
of the overall program, such as packet mailing or 
assistance with details for commitment weekend. 

This is a time to get excited.  This is an opportunity to 
lead a very important program which is a part of 
everything we do as a church (prayers, presence, gifts, 
service & witness).  Anyone can do this – it doesn’t take 
any special experience, but rather the desire to be an 
obedient servant of Jesus Christ.  If you feel called to 
serve as an Ambassador, please send an email to 
stewardship@rofum.org, or leave your name with the 
church office.   

How will you say “Here I Am, Lord” and answer the 
call? 

Let us continue to be good stewards and prayerfully 
consider our time, talents, gifts, service, and witness to 
follow Christ, and then lead others in the same path, 
showing what working together accomplishes and that 
anything is possible through Christ when we believe. 

“For you have been called for this purpose, since 
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for 
you to follow in His steps.”  1 Peter 2:21 

%&''
(#�)�
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Through the first quarter of the year we are still 
keeping our expenses in line and are on target to hit our 
projected $569,000 income.  There are some areas of 
concern that the Finance Committee is keeping close tabs 
on, but so far so good! 

On the fourth Sunday of each month, the Missions 
Work Area gives witness to one of the Conference 
Ministry Jubilee programs that we have chosen as a 
church to support.  One hundred percent of our Jubilee 
contributions goes toward these ministries and are above 
and beyond our monthly apportionments.  As you listen to 
the witnesses given please prayerfully consider how you 
can support these ministries.  You can find yellow 
missions envelopes in your box of offering envelopes, in 
the Sanctuary pew racks, and in the hymnal cart for the 
Saturday night and 9:15 Arise! worship services.  

Thank you for your continued support of ROFUM’s 
programs and ministries with your Prayers, Presence, 
Gifts, Service and Witness.   

��,,
-��.��� , Finance Committee Chair 

 

 

 

Faith and Church Exploration  
This series of classes is designed 

both for those who are new to the 
ROFUM (Royal Oak First United 
Methodist Church) community, as well 
as for those who are considering 
becoming full members of the church.  
“Faith and Church Exploration” will 
meet in our Parlor at 6:30 p.m. on six 
consecutive Wednesday evenings 
beginning July 6 and ending August 10.  Each session 
will last one hour. 

For those who choose membership upon completion 
of this class, reception into church membership will take 
place during our worship services the weekend of  
August 27/28. 

If you are interested in joining this class, please 
leave your name and phone number in the church office.  
Direct questions to Brian Wright or Rev. Hice. 



 
News for All  
from the  
United Methodist Women 

Salad Luncheon and Program 
Thursday, June 2, 12:00 p.m. 

All are invited to join us for a potluck salad luncheon 
(please bring a salad to serve 10) followed by a short 
business meeting and program.  Carol Hunt, our guest 
speaker, will share some slides and give us an armchair 
view of what is going on at the Detroit Zoo. 

Pillowcase Project Update 
A BIG thank you to all who came to Knowledge 

Circle’s April pillowcase making workshop.  A 
wonderful group of smiling, happy, busy, friendly ladies 
gathered together and made 40 pillowcases (and partially 
finished 11 more) for the children and their moms 
residing at Cass Social Services’ “Mom’s Place.”  These 
pillowcases bring immeasurable joy to these children 
(and their moms).  Donations of cotton material and/or 
finished pillowcases can be put in the small marked tub 
located in the Kitchenette.  Feel free to drop by the 
Parlor display case and check out the pillowcases and 
watch as new ones are added throughout the summer.   
A fall pillowcase workshop is in the planning stages.  
Questions?  Contact Kathy Riggs. 

Sleep Tight, Sleep Safe 
2011 Ingathering Project 

Because of the upcoming changes and combined East 
and West District Annual Meeting, each unit is being 
asked to collect and distribute their ingathering collection 
to an agency of their choosing.  The UMW Executive 
Board has elected to support Cass Community Social 
Services’ new apartment project.  They have a great need 
for new standard size pillows, so we will be collecting 
NEW STANDARD SIZE PILLOWS for our ingathering 
project.  Please place the new pillows in the marked tub 
located in the Narthex.  Every time these adults and 
children in need rest on these pillows, Christ’s love will 
be reaching out to them.  Questions?  Contact Kathy 
Riggs. 

 

 

 

“Homecoming and Heritage” 
11-11-11 

Although the calendar indicates that we are 
approaching early summer, United Methodist Women 
are busy planning an exciting and interesting evening for 
church families and friends.  Veteran’s Day, Friday, 
November 11, is the date for United Methodist Women’s 
“Homecoming and Heritage” evening.  We invite you to 
celebrate with us as church members honor our family 
members, who, throughout the history of our country, 
have served in the military. 

You can be a part of this evening by offering pictures 
and memorabilia of your relatives to be displayed in 
Fellowship Hall as we gather there for a warm and 
inviting homecoming dinner and program.  The August 
Church Life will contain more details about the affair 
which is the United Methodist Women’s 2011 fundraiser 
for mission giving.  Take time this summer to begin 
collecting pictures and items that you would like to share 
that evening.  Pictures and memorabilia will be accepted 
beginning in September. 

Warming Up Church 
Some call it “yarn bombing” or “yarn storming.”  

Some say that yarn is the new paint of our time.  Some 
call it “warming up the world.”  Across the country 
knitters and crocheters are busy embellishing the world 
with soft and whimsical handcrafted beauty.  The Shawl 
Ministry of United Methodist Women calls it “Warming 
Up Church,” a project celebrating beauty and humor 
through the creation of homespun art. 

Our church’s Master Plan for the building change and 
enhancement suggests a broader use of the arts as we 
progress in the more efficient use of our building.  Soon 
you will see evidence of “Warming Up Church.”  Each 
creation will be identified with an attached small tag.  
Our hope is that this project, created by our hands and 
with love in our hearts, will bring a smile to your face as 
well as peace and warmth to your soul.  Share that smile 
and perhaps you, too, will help “Warm Up Church.” 

 	���
�������/


P.S. Sometimes those involved in this project are 
called “knit wits!” 
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First ADVENTURES  
Hocking Hills Climb  

a Resounding Success 
   First ADVENTURES sponsored their 
second trip to Ohio on Aril 29 and 30, 2011.  

Erin and Bob Berard, Anthony Saunders and Jon Cline 
made the second trek to Hocking Hills State Forest 
Climbing and Rappelling Area southeast of Columbus 
Ohio.  Traveling to the area Friday night, the climbers 
were greeted with perfect weather for the action on 
Saturday.  The early morning arrival at the cliffs allowed 
the team to claim the pillar of rock shown below for their 
primary activity.  The lone pine tree at the top provided 
the solid anchor necessary for safe climbing.  Everyone 
made the ascent, named Ripple Effect, a decidedly more 
difficult project than last year’s effort.  Everyone 
rappelled off the tower as well.  A 50-foot rappel off a 
different section of cliffs completed the day’s activities.  

The climbers 
will gather later 
this summer to 
partake in tree 
climbing and 
rappelling at Bald 
Mountain 
Recreation Area 
north of Auburn 
Hills.  If there is 
anyone who was 
unable to make the Ohio trip and wants to join us, call Jon 
Cline. 

���
+����


Music Department News 
   Although we are at the end of our choir 
schedule for this season, preparation is 
already under way for the coming year.  
Angelus Choir will continue to rehearse at 

10:15 each Sunday in the Chapel as we prepare for Choir 
Camp and Choir Tour.  All confirmands and those going 
into high school next fall are invited to join us. 

On Sunday, June 5, we will bid a very fond farewell to 
our interim Director of Music/Organist, Marilyn Biery.  
Sunday, June 12, will be the first official Sunday for our 
newest staff member, Alayna Young.  Both of these 
events will be celebrated at worship and at the 11:00 
fellowship time.  Alayna will be taking over as Director 
of Music/Organist and will also be joining us at Choir 
Camp as a cabin leader.  Don’t miss these special 
opportunities to say “hello” and “goodbye.” 

�����,��
 ������


Meet our New  
Director of Music/Organist 

Alayna Young 
I am a native of Louisiana.  I began piano study at an 

early age.  I was blessed to begin organ study during 
undergraduate piano study.  I went on to Indiana 
University to pursue graduate piano study.  While at 
Indiana University, I became increasingly interested in 
organ and church music.  During this time, I decided to 
completely switch to church music.  I decided to pursue 
organ study at Valparaiso University.  While at 
Valparaiso, I devoted my attention to choral conducting 
and organ.  Recently, I completed a Master of Music in 
Organ Performance at Western Michigan University in 
May 2010.  I was blessed to find a wonderful organ 
teacher, and to have been close to a wonderful choral 
conducting program at Michigan State.  I began church 
work as an organist/choir director at St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church in LaPorte, IN, and am leaving a position as 
organist at Plymouth Congregational Church in Lansing. 

The center of my life revolves around my husband, 
Rudolf.  We are moving to Novi in June.  My husband is 
completing a DMA degree at Michigan State.  We both 
enjoy spending time with friends and cooking.  Rudolf 
will be opening a piano studio in the Detroit area.  My 
husband is a native of Riga, Latvia.  He is also looking 
forward to coming to the Detroit area. 

I am very excited about coming to ROFUM, which is 
already proving to be a very welcoming congregation.  
Music obviously plays an important role in the life of the 
congregation.  You clearly have an investment in quality 
music and in the community.  I feel honored to be chosen 
to be your Music Director, and am confident that together 
we can accomplish great things, all in Christ’s name! 

My first Sunday with you will be on June 12.  Please 
feel free to introduce yourself to me so I can begin to get 
to know everyone.  I am thrilled to be a part of this 
church! 

0��/��
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Summer Baptism 
Schedule  

We typically celebrate the sacrament of baptism on 
the third Sunday of every month, but during the summer 
months we will stray from this schedule slightly.  
Summer baptism dates will be as follows: 

June 12 
July 17 
August 28 

If you would like to schedule a baptism, please 
contact Lori Vickers (248-541-4100 ext. 1224) Monday 
through Thursday between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.  

Mark Your Calendars! 
On Saturday and Sunday, July 16/17, the 36th Annual 

Antique and Garage Sale will be held “next door” to our 
church.  Having the closest available parking to the event, 
we have historically extended our lot to be available, free 
of charge, to those looking for handicapped parking.  
However, to do this, we need volunteers to monitor 
access to the lot.  The event runs from 9:30 a.m.-6:00 
p.m. on Saturday and from 9:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. on 
Sunday.  A call for volunteers will be forthcoming as the 
date draws near, but please consider donating a couple of 
hours to work a shift and represent our congregation to 
the community (and also get in some serious people 
watching). 

(�/
�������� , Igniting Ministry Chair 

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 
Saturday, June 25, 8:25 a.m. 

Laura Sluss will be sharing with us her experiences 
on a mission trip in Russia last 
summer.  She taught English 
for six weeks and was also 
able to visit many religious 
and historic sites in Russia.  
For the past nine years, Laura 
has been working as a first 
grade teacher in Columbus, 
Ohio.  She is the daughter of 
Pam and Andrew Sluss.  
During her own school years. 
Laura participated in many 
programs at ROFUM. 

Come and be enlightened as we learn about life in 
modern day Russia.  All men and women are invited to 
attend.   

 

 

Building Management Thank-You! 
The April 15th Saturday Sweep was a great success 

with 15 volunteers completing a variety of tasks, 
including fine cleaning the Parlor, adjusting the carpet 
pad under the rug (a big project), washing windows, 
replacing some faucets in the restrooms, cleaning light 
fixtures, removing debris, cleaning the elevator interior 
and the Kitchenette, cleaning the stove and oven, and 
putting away things that had been left out.  Check out the 
new chair and table glides on the Parlor furniture.  You 
can see that we were quite busy! 

Saturday Sweep is designed to accomplish cleaning 
tasks above and beyond those regularly performed by the 
custodians as well as performing some minor repair 
activities around the building.  Watch for more Saturday 
Sweeps in the future and join us for some fun, food, and 
fellowship as we take care of God’s house of worship.   

Thanks again for a job well done! 

��	�
����	 , Building Management Chair 

��������	�
���	���	�
��������	�
���	���	�
��������	�
���	���	�
��������	�
���	���	�
� ���
��	�������
���	�������
���	�������
���	�������
� ��������������������������������� ���

 

Dr. Nancy E. Hartrick - Family Dentistry 
Kinsey-Garrett Funeral Home 
Paul Kremer – Garage Doors 

Vivid Digital Concepts 
New sponsors are always welcome!  Contact Lori 
Vickers in the church office (248/541-4100) to 
learn how you or your organization can become a 
Church Life sponsor. 

Sponsorships: 
�� Single Issue $15.00 
�� Quarterly (3 issues) $45.00 
�� Yearly (12 issues) $180.00 
Prices are based on a business card size ad. 

Individual Messages: 
�� Birthdays, Anniversaries, Greetings, etc. 

$5.00/issue 
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Vi Bradshaw  
Dorothy Cowley 
Lois DeVos 
Irene Koscien  
Dorthella Kreger  
Margery Lawson 
Pat Lawson 
Ruth Miller 

Yvonne Quinn 
Jeannette Safran  
Muriel Shepard  
Peggy Smullen  
Mary Tata 
Louella Wright  
Louise Wyman  

Out of the Area  

Marion Conrad 
Ruth Dawkins 
Maggie Fries 
Christina Smith 

Names and addresses of our homebound members are very important to us.  There is 
constant change, so please note the names and addresses carefully.  If you have any 
corrections or updates, please notify the church office. 

Sean Barr - Air Force (Florida) 
Jody Holton - Hawaii 
Bobby Huneycutt - Army 
Paul Kondrat - Marines (California) 
Andrew Kostrzewa - Navy (California) 

Dan Lewis - Army (Italy) 
Aaron Mingle - Navy (Florida) 
Thomas Morales - Navy (Gulf) 
Kimberly Munzinger - Marines (Afghanistan) 
William Schroeder - (Afghanistan) 



S
un

da
y 

M
on

da
y 

T
ue

sd
ay

 
W

ed
ne

sd
ay

 
T

hu
rs

da
y 

F
rid

ay
 

S
at

ur
da

y 
C

S
 –

 C
hu

rc
h 

S
ch

oo
l 

F
A

 –
 F

irs
t A

D
V

E
N

T
U

R
E

S
 

H
S

 –
 H

ig
h 

S
ch

oo
l 

O
A

R
 –

 O
ak

 A
pp

le
 R

un
 

U
M

W
 –

 U
ni

te
d 

M
et

ho
di

st
 W

om
en

 

1 
10

:0
0 

a 
 P

ro
gr

am
 S

ta
ff 

M
tg

 
12

:0
0 

p 
 F

ul
l S

ta
ff 

M
tg

 
  6

:3
0 

p 
 O

A
R

 V
ol

 T
rn

in
g 

  7
:3

0 
p 

 S
te

w
ar

ds
hi

p 
  

2 
  9

:3
0 

a 
 U

M
W

 E
xe

c 
C

om
m

 
12

:0
0 

p 
 U

M
W

 L
un

ch
eo

n 
  5

:3
0 

p 
 A

A
 

  6
:1

5 
p 

 M
en

’s
 S

of
tb

al
l 

  7
:4

0 
p 

 M
en

’s
 S

of
tb

al
l 

  8
:0

0 
p 

 T
ee

n 
A

l-A
no

n 
   

3 
  

4 
O

ak
 A

pp
le

 R
un

 
9-

no
on

  S
cr

ap
 M

et
al

 C
ol

le
ct

 
5:

30
 p

  S
at

 N
ig

ht
 W

or
sh

ip
   

5 
  9

:1
5 

a 
 A

ris
e!

 W
or

sh
ip

/C
S

 
10

:1
5 

a 
 A

ng
el

us
 C

ho
ir 

11
:0

0 
a 

 W
or

sh
ip

/C
S

 
12

:3
0 

p 
 C

ho
ir 

C
ou

nc
il 

  1
:1

5 
p 

 B
ap

tis
m

 M
ee

tin
g 

  7
:0

0 
p 

 C
ho

ir 
C

am
p 

O
ly

m
pi

cs
 C

om
m

. 
  7

:0
0 

p 
 D

eb
to

rs
 A

no
n 

6 
9:

30
 a

  C
ra

fty
 L

ad
ie

s 
7:

00
 p

  B
ld

g 
Im

pr
ov

em
en

t 
7:

00
 p

  S
ou

l S
tr

et
ch

 Y
og

a 
7:

00
 p

  T
ru

st
ee

s 
8:

00
 p

  M
us

ic
 G

ui
ld

 

7 
10

:0
0 

a 
 A

du
lt 

S
tu

dy
 

12
:0

0 
p 

 A
A

 
  1

:1
5 

p 
 L

ib
ra

ry
 C

om
m

itt
ee

 
  7

:0
0 

p 
 B

ld
g 

M
an

ag
em

en
t 

  7
:0

0 
p 

 Ig
ni

tin
g 

M
in

is
tr

y 
  7

:3
0 

p 
 In

ve
st

m
en

t C
om

m
 

8 
10

:0
0 

a 
 P

ro
gr

am
 S

ta
ff 

M
tg

 
12

:0
0 

p 
 F

ul
l S

ta
ff 

M
tg

 
  7

:3
0 

p 
 K

no
w

le
dg

e 
C

irc
le

 
  

9 
1:

00
 p

  S
ha

w
l M

in
is

tr
y 

5:
30

 p
  A

A
 

 8
:0

0 
p 

 T
ee

n 
A

l-A
no

n 

10
 

  
11

 
9:

00
 a

 F
A

 R
oa

d 
B

ik
in

g 
5:

30
 p

  S
at

 N
ig

ht
 W

or
sh

ip
   

P
en

te
co

st
   

   
 12

 
  9

:1
5 

a 
 A

ris
e!

 W
or

sh
ip

/C
S

 
11

:0
0 

a 
 W

or
sh

ip
/C

S
/B

ap
t 

  4
:0

0 
p 

 C
ar

ee
r 

M
in

is
tr

y 
  7

:0
0 

p 
 D

eb
to

rs
 A

no
n 

      

13
 

9:
30

 a
  C

ra
fty

 L
ad

ie
s 

6:
15

 M
en

’s
 S

of
tb

al
l 

7:
00

 p
  S

ou
l S

tr
et

ch
 Y

og
a 

7:
30

 p
  M

et
ro

B
rid

ge
s 

7:
40

 p
  M

en
’s

 S
of

tb
al

l 
  

14
 

10
:0

0 
a 

 A
du

lt 
S

tu
dy

 
12

:0
0 

p 
 A

A
 

  6
:3

0 
p 

 C
o-

La
y 

Le
ad

er
s 

  7
:0

0 
p 

 M
em

be
r 

C
ar

e 
  7

:3
0 

p 
 S

ta
ff/

P
ar

is
h 

15
 

10
:0

0 
a 

 P
ro

gr
am

 S
ta

ff 
M

tg
 

12
:0

0 
p 

 F
ul

l S
ta

ff 
M

tg
 

  7
:3

0 
p 

 S
te

ph
en

 M
in

is
tr

y 
In

fo
rm

at
io

na
l M

tg
 

  

16
 

5:
30

 p
  A

A
 

8:
00

 p
  T

ee
n 

A
l-A

no
n 

  

17
 

  
18

 
9:

00
 a

  F
A

 R
oa

d 
B

ik
in

g 
5:

30
 p

  S
at

 N
ig

ht
 W

or
sh

ip
   

P
ea

ce
 w

/ J
us

tic
e 

D
ay

 19
 

  9
:1

5 
a 

 A
ris

e!
 W

or
sh

ip
/C

S
 

11
:0

0 
a 

 W
or

sh
ip

 &
 C

S
 

12
:3

0 
p 

 L
ith

ua
ni

a 
T

ea
m

 
  7

:0
0 

p 
 D

eb
to

rs
 A

no
n 

20
 

9:
30

 a
  C

ra
fty

 L
ad

ie
s 

6:
15

 p
  M

en
’s

 S
of

tb
al

l 
7:

00
 p

  M
is

si
on

s 
7:

00
 p

  S
ou

l S
tr

et
ch

 Y
og

a 
7:

40
 p

  M
en

’s
 S

of
tb

al
l 

  

21
 

10
:0

0 
a 

 A
du

lt 
S

tu
dy

 
11

:0
0 

a  
C

hu
rc

h 
Li

fe 
V

ol
s 

12
:0

0 
p 

 A
A

 
  1

:0
0 

p 
 C

hu
rc

h 
Li

fe 
V

ol
s 

  6
:3

0 
p 

 C
ar

ee
r 

M
in

is
tr

y 
S

te
er

in
g 

C
om

m
itt

ee
 

  7
:3

0 
p 

 F
in

an
ce

 
 

22
 

10
:0

0 
a 

 P
ro

gr
am

 S
ta

ff 
M

tg
 

12
:0

0 
p 

 F
ul

l S
ta

ff 
M

tg
 

  7
:0

0 
p 

 C
am

p 
P

ar
en

t M
tg

 

23
 

1:
00

 p
  S

ha
w

l M
in

is
tr

y 
3:

00
 p

  N
om

in
at

in
g 

5:
30

 p
  A

A
 

8:
00

 p
  T

ee
n 

A
l-A

no
n 

24
 

  
25

 
8:

25
 a

  M
en

’s
 F

el
lo

w
sh

ip
 

9:
00

 a
  F

A
 R

oa
d 

B
ik

in
g 

5:
30

 p
  S

at
 N

ig
ht

 W
or

sh
ip

/ 
N

oi
sy

 B
uc

ke
t   

N
oi

sy
 B

uc
ke

t  
 26

 
  9

:1
5 

a 
 A

ris
e!

 W
or

sh
ip

/C
S

 
11

:0
0 

a 
 W

or
sh

ip
 &

 C
S

 
  4

:0
0 

p 
 C

ar
ee

r 
M

in
is

tr
y 

  7
:0

0 
p 

 D
eb

to
rs

 A
no

n 
      

27
 

9:
30

 a
  C

ra
fty

 L
ad

ie
s 

7:
00

 p
  S

ou
l S

tr
et

ch
 Y

og
a 

28
 

10
:0

0 
a 

 A
du

lt 
S

tu
dy

 
12

:0
0 

p 
 A

A
 

  6
:1

5 
p 

 M
en

’s
 S

of
tb

al
l 

  7
:0

0 
p 

 C
hu

rc
h 

C
ou

nc
il 

  7
:4

0 
p 

 M
en

’s
 S

of
tb

al
l 

 

29
 

10
:0

0 
a 

 P
ro

gr
am

 S
ta

ff 
M

tg
 

12
:0

0 
p 

 F
ul

l S
ta

ff 
M

tg
 

30
 

5:
30

 p
  A

A
 

8:
00

 p
  T

ee
n 

A
l-A

no
n 

  



PAGE 12 CHURCH LIFE JUNE 2011 

��������	
��
���������	
��
���������	
��
���������	
��
�� ���
 -1- Louise Church 
  Helen Misner 
  Kevin Richardson 

 -2- Joshua Barnhart 
Brandan Best 
Lois DeVos 
Phyllis Hassberger 
Marilyn McCreedy 

 -3- Melissa Arney 
  Chris Christopher 
  Beth Simms 
  Carolina Stroud 
  Kim Stroud 

 -4- Finn Heckman 
  Madeline Longe 

 -5- Eli Yarmy 
  Donna Yates 

 -6- Jon Cline 
  Tom Dunstan 

 -7- Pradeep Kissoondial 
  Nancy Low 
  Meghan McCarthy 

 -8- Jeff Weathers 

 -9- Georgia Boyse 
  Bridget Dunstan 
  Andrew Gibson 
  Becky Hetchler 
  Myra Pollard 
  Nancy Reid 
  Gwyneth VanBrandeghen 
  John Wagster 

-10- Marguerite Horak 
  Don Seidler 

-11- Kim Carlsen 
  Emily Reed 
  Donnie Slowik 
  Colleen Smith 

-12- Margaret Harris 
  Heather Rowe 

-13- Carter Dresden 
  Gladys Dreske 

-14- Marie Evans 
  Joe Gardner 

-15- Bruce Baker 
  Buddy Border 
  Katie Cross 
  Pansy Mick 
  Scott Skokos 
  Ken Stringer 
  Kenyon Zryd 

-16- Sharon Cross 
  Justin Evoe 
  Matt Kempf 
  Erica Limer 
  Larry Watkins 

-17- Julie Belling 
  Emory Bucknell 
  Korinne Showers 
  Julia Wahl 

-18- Luke Blankenship 
  Laurie Marck 
  Jesse Nahhat 
  Madison Smith 
  Lauren Weathers 

-19- Lynn Huber 
  Isabella Morse 
  Sophia Morse 
  Megan Walch 

-20- Julie Sleeman 
  Melanie Weathers 

-21- Jacob Ex 

-23- Erin Berard 
  Dorothy Gates 
  Koltin Krstich 
  Christopher Samson 
  Kim Watts 

-24- Dorothy Bliss 
  Patty DeTavernier 
  Eric Frentz 
  Steven Skokos 
  Abby Tripoli 

-25- Abbie Schultz 
  Linda Slowik 

-26- Bill Hassberger 
  Kasey O’Donnell 
  Emily Ries 
  Pam Sluss 
  Patty Smothers 
  Sharon Verona 

-27- Josh Brennan 
  Arianne Dobicki 
  Curt Odorizzi 
  Emily Paswater 
  Caroline Scott 
  Mike Yarmy 

-28- Ken Burton 
  Alayna Young 

-29- Allyson McEwen 

-30- Nicole Sifuentes 
  Margaret Williams 

Please note:  If you don’t see your name 
on our birthday list, please let us know!  
We may not have your birthday in our 
data base.   
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Summertime Yoga with Christian 
Meditation – in the great outdoors! 

   Join the warm Soul Stretch community this 
summer as we take our moving meditation 
out into fresh air.  For the past several years, 
we’ve practiced during the warmer months at 
Meininger Park in Royal Oak (Maxwell & 
Farnum, South of Catalpa, west of 

Washington).  Everyone seems to deeply enjoy and look 
forward to this experience.  

If you’ve been wondering what Christian yoga is 
like, or have only joined us inside the church, this is a 
perfect opportunity to try it in an extremely relaxed and 
open environment.  In addition to decreasing stress and 
increasing flexibility, balance, and circulation, you’ll fill 
your body with fresh oxygen and gain the many benefits 
of being in nature.  

Join us for meaningful worship on Wednesdays 
from 7:00-8:00 p.m., beginning June 1. . Please enroll 
in advance at soulsretch.org or by calling 248-429-
YOGA.  We’ll let you know then what you should bring 
to make the most of the experience.  All bodies 
welcome!  Your first class with us is always free. 

10th Annual Charity Golf Outing 
for Samaritan Counseling Center 

June 17 
This is a major fundraiser for the Center.  Funds from 

this event go a long way to continuing the ministry of 
SCC.  Programs such as SCC’s Client Assistance 
Fund benefit from your participation in this event.  
The Client Assistance Fund helps ensure that people 
for whom counseling help is out-of-reach financially 
can still access it here.   

Please join us for a day of fun, food, and fellowship!  
Event takes place at the Links of Novi and 

features 18 holes of golf with a scramble 
start, lunch, steak dinner, raffle prizes, and awards.  

Bring your favorite foursome or we can team you up. 

To register, call 248-474-4701 or visit our website at 
www.samaritancounselingmichigan.com.  
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