
The Most Important Lesson of the Year 
Heart.  Head.  Hand. 
It’s one of the more 
important concepts 
that our 
confirmation class 
members had over 
the year.  You might 
call it a lesson in 
complete faith.  

They learned that faith is not just what 
you believe and it’s not just what you 
feel and it’s not just what you do.  It’s 
all three, so it forms a faith loop: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s the faith loop.  You need 

knowledge, love, and action to be 
spiritually alive and to spiritually 
grow.  It’s holistic.  Our youth who 
completed Confirmation Class all 
know that.  At least, I hope they 
remember. 

You might think that all we need 
to do is give them a good Sunday 

school class and they’ll learn enough 
to take care of their spiritual lives, but 
it isn’t enough.  You might think that 
all we need to do is give them 
opportunities to hang out with each 
other and play, but that isn’t enough 
either. 

The faith loop: it was one of the 
most important lessons of the year.  
But it wasn’t THE most important.  I 
think that the most important one is 
right around the corner. 

I was there on the last night of a 
mission trip when both youth and adult 
leaders took turns standing on a rock 
to talk about the presence of God in 
their week of service.  Time and again 
you would hear about a steep roof that 
got shingled, a porch that was replaced 
or a new wall that was secured and 
painted. Each time a testimony was 
given, though, it wasn’t the project 
that ended on center stage; it was the 
people.   

It was the neighbor living in a 
county so impoverished that they 
couldn’t earn enough to make ends 
meet.  It was the neighbor living in a 
house falling down because of 
floorboards crumbling from decades of 
water problems.  The Michigan group 
had helped improve houses; yet even 
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To Circle of Care! 
It is so nice to be remembered by so many 

friends.  Thank you very much.  To Dian Wurdock, 
thank you for the kind word you wrote to me about 
my garden. 

I miss Royal Oak! 
���������	
����	

��������  

To our ROFUM Friends, 
We just wanted to say thank you so much for being 

the most wonderful church family – the churches in 
Greenville, SC, have a tall order in front of them.  We 
will always remember ROFUM as the place our children 
were baptized and played baby Jesus; the place with the 
beautiful sanctuary and wonderful choir; the place you 
shared your children with us in the nursery; the place 
with a life-message we could take with us through the 
weeks.  Most of all, we will remember the people from 
ROFUM – our neighbors and friends. 

I want to say a special thank you to everyone from 
the Member Care Committee – Cathy Baker, Cathy 
Marsh, Mike Monte, and Amy Newburg.  You helped me 
learn a lot and I appreciate your commitment and care to 
both our committee and our church.  ROFUM would not 
be the same without you and you made it feel like home 
to me.  I hope others will continue to support our church 
and its programs. 

Thank you all so much – you will be missed! 


�����	������	�����	�	�����	�������	

Dear John and the entire staff and congregation, 
Your leadership and the faithfulness of your 
congregation are not without notice!  For example, 
the year-end reports for 2008 are complete now and 
First United Methodist Church is part of the 41% of 

the churches in the Detroit East District who shared in 
our common ministry by paying 100% of your 
apportionments. 

As your District Superintendent, I want you to know 
how much I celebrate your accomplishments.  I 
understand that in our present economic situation in 
Michigan there are many issues facing our churches – 
and our church budgets.  But you and your congregation 
have demonstrated that we serve a God of abundance 
who shows us the way to share what we have so that 
together we can make a HUGE difference in the world 
God has called us to serve. 

When so many are saying: “It can’t be done,” you 
have allowed the miracles of God to be seen by doing 
what many have called “impossible.” 

CONGRATULATIONS, followers of Christ, for a 
job well done! 

Your brother in Christ, 
�����	��	������			

��������  

Words cannot express the joy, happiness, and 
gratitude your thoughtfulness brought to us.  God’s light 
and love are truly shining bright in this church family. 
�����	�	�����	�����	

PEOPLE IN  
THE CHURCH 

 

 

 

The faith community of Royal Oak First extends 
sympathy to the family and friends of: 

Dutch Janbroers, 5/13 
Elmer Fall, father of Randy Fall, 5/13 
Benjamin Pierce, 1-year-old cousin of Shirley Harris, 

5/15 
Fern Bright , mother of Karen Pyles, 5/18 

 

 

Hadley May Beaubien, daughter of  
      Heather & James Beaubien, 5/11 

 

 

 

 

Brian Cook & Sarah Sproul, 5/16 
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more, the courage and faith of the people had also 
touched the lives of Michigan youth and adults so deeply 
that they couldn’t help but discover they had been 
blessed, too. 

It was an experience of heart and head and hand.  All 
three.  It was like Sunday school and youth group were 
important laboratories where the faith was studied.  But 
the mission trip became the field in which faith was put 
into practice, took on flesh, became real.  THAT was the 
most important lesson. 

Last summer Laura and I attended a youth mission 
trip presentation with slides and reflections that 
convinced me that the same thing had happened last 
summer to Royal Oak youth and adults.  They had just 
come home from Tennessee.  Such passion they had: you 
could see that their hands and hearts served together to 
make the concepts of Christian faith real and alive. 

Now they’re soon to be off again: another mission, 
this time in West Virginia.  I pray that they will be more 
than safe.  I pray that they experience the whole loop. 

And I pray that they model for us what all of us 
need: a faith that is whole and vital, growing in heart and 
mind and hand. 
Grace and Peace, 

 

 
 
Rev. John H. Hice 

(Continued from page 1) 

            High School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
College 

Jill Border 
Oakland University, MA in Special Education 

Katie Cross 
Loyola University Chicago,  
Bachelor of Communication  
with an emphasis in Advertising & Public Relations 

Corey Harris 
Western Michigan University,  
MA in Blindness, Low Vision Studies 

Chris Riggs 
Michigan Technological University,  
BS in Computer Science 

Matt Sluss 
University of Wyoming, BS in Mathematics 

Alex Berard  
Kelsey Bongard  
Sarah Dubicki  
Courtney Fall  
Michaela Garrett  
Ashley Low  
Jennifer Lowman  

Matthew Mayer  
Ashley Nader  
Jacob Nielsen  
Jordan Reid  
Colleen Skelton  
Kira Tull  
Julia Wahl  

Seven on Seventh? 
Your Building Management Committee is 
seeking seven (or more) volunteers to take 
on several small projects around the 

church; projects that can probably be completed in one 
evening.  The plans are to meet this summer on the 7th of 
each month (June-September) from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.  
Our home base will be in the Chapel.  We will have 
projects for skilled and unskilled participants.  
Refreshments will be provided in the form of ice cream 
from Jimi’s.  Hope to see you on July 7!!! 

Interested parties should leave their name in the 
church office or contact one of the following people: 

John Marsh 
Dick LaCombe  
Richard Gibson  

 
 
 
 

New Member Class Offered in July 
Are you considering joining our church?  Our next 

series of new member classes will meet on Wednesday 
evenings from 6:30-7:30 beginning July 15 and 
continuing through August 19.  Those interested in 
joining the church upon completion of the class will be 
received into membership on Sunday, August 23.  If you 
would like to be a part of this membership class, see Rev. 
John Hice or leave your name and phone number in the 
church office. 
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We ask you to consider two more Mission Jubilee 
projects as you designate your mission offerings: 

The Baldwin Center began to serve the community 
in Pontiac through the ministries of Baldwin Avenue 
United Methodist Church in 1981, in response to a 
tremendous human need in the neighborhood.  In 2006 
the Baldwin Center became its own entity as an 
independent 501(c)3 organization. 

The Baldwin Center neighborhood and the city of 
Pontiac are home to a large proportion of disadvantaged 
families and individuals.  The Center seeks to provide the 
people with a safe place where their basic needs can be 
met and their dignity restored.  With the help of local 
congregations, volunteers, and in-kind contributions, the 
Baldwin Center has been able to offer assistance and 
support through the following projects and programs: 

Food 
¨ Family Soup kitchen served 71,078 meals in 2008 
¨ Homeless Breakfast and Shower Program served 

7,663 breakfasts and a warming shelter during 
winter months 

¨ Holiday Food Distribution to 650 families of four 
weeks worth of food at Easter, Thanksgiving, and 
Christmas 

¨ Distribution of food collected from local markets 
and Focus: Hope 

Clothing  
¨ Clothing Closet Program served 10,985 low 

income individuals and families in 2008 
¨ Hats and gloves distributed at the soup kitchen all 

year 
¨ Back-To- School Program gave out 400 school 

bags filled with new school supplies as well as 
new school clothes to 75 children 

Education  
¨ After School Program for elementary and middle 

school students Mon.-Fri., 3-6 p.m., including a 
hot meal, tutoring, enrichment, and recreation 

¨ Summer Camperships for 19 youth to attend local 
day camps and overnight Camps 

Empowerment 
¨ Warming center January through March 
¨ Pharmacy assistance for low income clients 
¨ Client needs - assistance with rent, utility bills, 

housing, and transportation 

Liberian Youth Ministry Support – Our Detroit 
Annual Conference has a covenant relationship with the 
church in Liberia and the youth of our conference are 
seeking to support youth ministry there.  Our pledge to 

this cause is $500 to provide scholarships to train youth 
workers and to fund other youth ministry needs that 
would otherwise be unmet. 

The Rev. Nelly W. Wright, Director of Youth and 
Young Adult Department in Liberia, writes that their 
project will include two dormitories, a computer lab, a 
training center and a gymnasium.  The gymnasium is 
nearing completion.  The project will enable them to 
gather the less fortunate children from off the streets.  She 
writes “the young people of Liberia join me in extending 
thanks and appreciation to God for you all and all the help 
rendered us.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Another Successful Year  
for Sack Lunch Program 

After a very busy 2008-2009 Sack 
Lunch Program year, I wish to extend a 
BIG thank you to the many volunteers who packed and 
served lunches 5 days a week, those who took time to 
bake cookies and cupcakes or who made a variety of 
soups and other hot meals, and the many people who 
made monetary donations or who dropped off juice 
boxes, fruit and pudding cups, chips, cookies, etc.  Each 
month we helped 100-120 different guests – some daily; 
others as they experienced the need. 

My thanks to my daily volunteers – Mike Monte, 
Judy Bryan, Joanne Smith, Pam Sluss, Margaret 
Simmons, Barbara Simmons, Nancy Lorenz, Phyllis 
Wagster, Noel Peterson, Charley Yago, Marie Carr, Joyce 
Nelson, Betty Lawson, Bob Giles, Carol Mayor, Lee 
Potter, and our newest recruits, Judy & Brad Ather, Mary 
Anne Campbell, and Jim Tempest.  Thanks to Monterrey 
Cantina for continuing to donate lunch bags, sandwich 
bags, and spoons.  And a special thanks to Mike Grier 
who has continued to shop for supplies and make many, 
many sandwiches this spring. 

Our numbers have exceeded last year’s numbers and 
will reach about 7000 lunches.  Thank you everyone for 
helping with this needed program in our community.  
Most of our guests are very thankful for a warm cup of 
soup and a bag lunch, and sometimes we are the only 
ones who give them a warm hello and a smile that day. 

�������	 ����	

MISSION SPOTLIGHT 
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“Rock Solid Followers” 
All summer at ROFUM 

For kids ages 3-10 
Summer Sundays from 10:00-11:00 a.m. 

Each Sunday morning at the 10 a.m. service our children are experiencing an abbreviated Vacation Bible School.  
It’s an inspiring time of worship, Bible stories, and a variety of additional activities to add interest to the morning.  There 
are also 2 contests to help generate some excitement.  Please participate each Sunday morning throughout the summer. 

Summer Sundays Contest #1, May 24 – July 19  
        (prizes awarded Sunday, July 26) 

Summer Sundays Contest #2, July 26 – September 6  
        (prizes awarded Sunday, September 13) 

Contest points to earn: 
 ____ 100 points for being at VBS 
 ____ 100 points additional points per consecutive Sunday 
 ____ 100 points for bringing your Bible 
 ____ 100 points  for bringing a visitor/friend to church 
 ____ 100 points additional points per Sunday your visitor/friend comes 
 ____ 100 points for completing today’s project 

 ____ ___ points for a “special of the day” 

 ____ 400 points for quoting last week’s Memory Verse 
 ____ 500 points for quoting the previous Memory Verse 
 ____ 600 points for quoting the previous Memory Verse 
 ____ 700 points for quoting the previous Memory Verse 
 ____ 800 points for quoting the previous Memory Verse 

 

High School Events  

Along with the youth mission trip and Choir 
Camp, we also have events planned for 
alternating Wednesdays.  Drop-ins at the 
church will begin at 7:00 p.m. and include 

ping-pong, Wii, euchre, and chillin’ out.   

 July 1 Drop-in at church 
 July 15 Youth Mission Trip 
 Aug 12 Drop-in at church 
 Aug 26 Pool party at Semivan home 

 

Middle School Events  
Along with the youth mission 
trip and Choir Camp, we also 
have events planned for alternating Wednesdays.  Drop-
ins at the church will begin at 7:00 p.m. and include 
ping-pong, Wii, euchre, and chillin’ out.   
 July 1 Backyard Blast at Jesse Nahhat’s house 
 July 15 Youth Mission Trip 
 Aug 12 Drop-in at church 
 Aug 26 Drop-in at church 

 

���������	
��
�����	����	
���������	�
����
�������
�����������
��	������
��	� �	����	�����
��	��������
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Disciple: Becoming Disciples Through Bible Study  
Is this the year God is calling you more deeply into the Scriptures and into a closer personal relationship?  You are 
invited to join Rev. John and Laura Hice as we listen together for God's timeless and personal message for ourselves and 
our world!   

Prerequisites?  
There are no prerequisites for "Disciple I."  It does not matter what your Bible study experience is, or is not!  There is 
no time like the present. 

Format 
Disciple is a 34-week study (most of the school-year), with daily homework (about 40 min.) and a two-hour class 
period each week.  If you make the commitment, this will make a difference in your life. 

Orientation date 
Sunday, August 23 at 6:00 p.m.  At this session, you will be able to pick up a study manual and study Bible, meet 
your classmates, and learn what to expect.  You may begin your daily homework the following Sunday. 

First class date (and day/time for the rest) 
August 30 – Sunday, 6:00 pm. to 8:00 p.m. (Have your material read/prepared) 

Dates we will not meet: 
December 27  (between Christmas and New Year's Day) 
April 4, 2010  (Easter)  

Ending date:  May 2.  Your attendance at the last two dates is especially important, so please schedule them in. 

Minimum students signed up by August 2 to hold class: 10. 

Cost of Texts:  
$33 Study Manual 
$24 Study New Interpreter’s Bible (New Revised Standard Version) paperback 
$57 Total 

~~ 
Sign up at Fellowship Hour on Sundays or contact the church office by Sunday, August 2: 248/541-4100 or e-mail: 
office@rofum.org. 

For more information, please see http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/DynamicContent.aspx?pageid=204&id=17 

We look forward to exploring God's Word together and getting to know each other along the journey! 

In Christ's amazing grace and love, 

���	�	!����	"�#�	

Choir Camp is Almost Here! 
Important Dates to Remember:   

Saturday, July 25, 9 a.m. –  noon  
Mandatory health screening. 

Sunday, July 26, 3:00 –5:00 p.m. 
Camp Check-in 
      Last name A-M:  3-4:00 
      Last name N-Z:  4-5:00 

Sunday, Aug 2 – 10:00 a.m. Worship Camp Sunday 

Questions?  Contact Carolyn Rondot at 248/547-1907  

 

Healthcare Workers Needed 
July 25, 9:00 a.m. – noon 

State laws require that everyone who is going to 
Choir Camp must have a brief physical exam 

within 24 hours of their arrival at camp.  This means that 
approximately 120 campers and adult staff members need 
to have this exam performed on the Saturday before Choir 
Camp begins – all within three short hours we have 
dedicated to complete this enormous task.  In order to 
process all camp participants in a timely manner, much 
help is needed.  If you are a doctor, nurse, medical 
assistant, etc. and are willing to lend a hand with the 
performance of brief physical exams in a fun and exciting 
atmosphere, contact Annette Wahl at 248/399-2502. 
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Finance Committee Corner 
A Brief Timeout from the Usual Column 

You will be reading this column in July.  In June, I 
made an unwelcome announcement.  That announcement 
is included as a separate page inserted in your Church 
Life.  Please be sure to read it.  

Royal Oak First, like many other churches, families, 
and businesses, has begun to feel the damage done by the 
fallout of the economy.  In addition, particularly because 
our geographic area is perhaps more sensitive to the 
significant problems of the auto industry, our 
pocketbooks, yours, mine, and the church’s, seem more 
than a little thin.  

What we do have going for us, and what we have 
had going for us for many decades, is that we belong to 
the community of Christ.  We are a community of 
believers and as such we do our part to maintain the faith 
and submit our cares, worries, and concerns to God for 
guidance in solving them.  At this time and in this place, 
guidance is what the leadership of this church needs more 
than perhaps at any other time.  

Over the next several months, Staff Parish Relations, 
Trustees, and Finance will need to develop plans that, 
should the steep decline in donations to the church 
continue, may have to be implemented.  So I ask that all 
of you keep the members of these committees in your 
prayers. 

Secondly, if you have suggestions and/or ideas to 
assist in managing this downturn, let us know.  Do not be 
shy!  There are limited things we can do, and some might 
be very disagreeable to some of you.  

Please be assured the recommendations developed 
by these committees will be created in light of what we 
think is the best path in very uncertain times.  The future 
of Royal Oak First remains our first priority.  

Options 

We all have options.  Questions generally have at 
least two answers.  So here is the question I’ve been 
considering: If I can not make a larger financial 
contribution to Royal Oak First than what I am doing, 
what else can I do? 

Ta da!  I have an answer.  You may have time!  
There is always something going on in the life of this 
church family for which “donated time” is welcomed.  
Teaching, yard work, interior projects (the Building 
Committee is always looking for “handy” people), 
stuffing envelops, greeting on Saturday and Sunday.  
While the list is not endless, it isn’t short either.  Consider 
making a donation of time.  Gifts come in all sizes and 
shapes.  You may find you fit nicely in some activity here 
at ROFUM.  Give the gift of time. 

Cost Savings is Everyone’s Business 
Every committee and work area of the church has 

been asked to join in the effort to cut the cost of running 
this church.  We do not want to cut programs or diminish 
our ministries, so we need to work hard toward lowering 
the cost of running the building. 

In the interest of conserving energy and helping with 
our budget deficit, the Building and Parsonage 
Management Committee has established 78 degrees as the 
low temperature setting for all AC thermostats in the 
building. 

Each person can do his/her part to cut costs.  Turn 
out the lights when you leave a room; don’t leave doors 
open unnecessarily; turn off room air conditioners when 
you leave (the fan as well as the compressor).  Minimize 
photocopying. 

 

 

 

Rethink Stewardship 
For some of us, when we hear the word 

“Stewardship” we think of the annual fall campaign in 
which we are asked to pledge the amount of money we 
will give to ROFUM in the upcoming year.  In fact, there 
is much more to stewardship than we generally realize.  
It’s time to rethink stewardship.  Stewardship is a spiritual 
discipline of managing all that God has placed in our 
trust.  Being a good steward means we make a 
commitment to use our time, talents, gifts, service, and 
witness to live a life devoted to Christ.   

As a congregation, we can use stewardship to make a 
commitment to become a stronger church family.  In fact, 
40 members of our church have already made a 
commitment to share their time and witness with you.  
This fall all of us will study a 40-day devotional booklet 
written entirely by members of our congregation.  The 
theme of the booklet is “In His Steps – Following the Call 
of Jesus.”  That is also the theme of commitment 
weekend which will be October 24 & 25.  It is so exciting 
to have an opportunity for daily devotions written by our 
fellow Christians.  We encourage every class, study group 
and committee to incorporate the devotional into your 
regular discussions and lessons.  In the meantime, think 
about how you are a good steward of your time and 
talents.  What have you done to follow the call of Jesus?  
What will you do to follow His call and share your gifts 
with others?  Mark your calendars for September 15, the 
first day of our 40-day devotional. 
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2009 Annual Conference Report 
The 2009 Detroit Annual Conference was held on 

May 14-17 on the campus of Adrian College.  Over 1000 
pastors and lay delegates gathered on a Thursday morning 
to begin a four-day celebration and business session to 
find out what the Detroit Annual Conference has been up 
to this past year.  The theme of the Conference was “For 
Such a Time as This.”  Bishop Jonathan Keaton presided 
over the conference and, in September, he will begin his 
fifth year as our Bishop. 

I have attended 6 different conferences and have 
been to the Detroit Annual Conference 18 times.  This 
one struck me as a happy one.  There was much more 
laughter than I have experienced at other times. 

The conference began with a very meaningful 
worship service, and what an experience it was to hear 
over 1000 Methodists singing and praying all at the same 
time!  The guest preacher was Bishop Gregory Palmer 
who is serving as President of the Council of Bishops.  He 
is currently the Bishop for the Illinois Conference.  He 
talked about how the Methodist church needs to provide 
principled Christian leaders; that everyone is called to the 
ministry – it’s not all about the clergy.  We need mentors 
in the church to open doors and invest in the future.  It’s 
up to us to lead by example to pay it forward.  He 
wondered if we as a church spend our time making our 
members feel good all the time or do we reach out to the 
unchurched.   

We heard reports from many different groups such 
as Conference Lay Leaders, District Superintendents, 
Conference United Methodist Women, etc.  We also 
heard from the United Methodist Communications 
committee which wants everyone to RE-THINK 
CHURCH.  We need to re-think church with open hearts, 
open minds, and open doors. 

We attended the memorial service that honors those 
clergy, spouses, and laity that have died this past year.  
Our own Rev. Herb Glenn was honored.  ROFUM was 
also honored as a Spotlight Church for our mission 
support and received a certificate as such. 

The business sessions included voting on 15 
resolutions that involve our Conference only.  Some of 
those resolutions dealt with the CROP Walk, One Great 
Hour of Sharing, Heifer Project International, and the 
Firestone Rubber Company and how they treat their 
employees in Liberia. 

We also voted on 32 constitutional amendments that 
the General Conference approved a year ago and now all 
conferences must vote on them to approve or disapprove 
of them.  We passed all of them.  Most dealt with minor 
changes and renaming conferences outside of the US 
from “central” to “regional.”  There were 2 key 
amendments.  1) Providing all Lay Pastors full voting 

privileges.  2) We replaced the words “without regard to 
race, color, national origin, status or economic condition” 
with “ALL.”  The amendment now reads, “All persons 
shall be eligible to attend its worship services, participate 
in its programs, receive sacraments and, upon baptism, be 
admitted as baptized members…take vows declaring 
Christian faith…eligible to become professing members 
in any local church.”  Now United Methodists are truly 
known for open minds, open hearts, and open doors. 

We saw many of our former pastors and they are all 
doing well.  We ate lots of ice cream and cookies between 
sessions. 

One speech particularly stuck with me.  It was about 
extravagant wealth during our hard economic times.  
Budget reductions are necessary in government, industry, 
churches, and for individuals.  However, most are not 
giving to their church as much as we can.  If we know the 
need we can and will pay more money.  This reminds me 
of our church economic condition at ROFUM.  I am sure 
that if we communicate our needs, our membership will 
respond. 

All in all it was an exciting time to get together with 
so many fellow United Methodists to worship and 
celebrate together in such a time as this.  I have left a 
DVD, with all of the worship services and key speeches, 
in the office for anyone who is interested in seeing it.  
The Spotlight certificate is also in the office. 

Thanks for allowing us to go to Annual Conference 
as your delegates.  I would urge all of you to go as 
ROFUM’s delegate if you get the opportunity. 

$����	�	��%	$������&���	

It’s Time to Celebrate  
Christmas in July! 

We will be celebrating Christmas in July on 
Sunday, July 19.  Help us celebrate the gift of reading 
by donating NEW children’s books, appropriate for 
ages 0-14.  A collection box, wrapped in Christmas 
paper, is located in the narthex for collecting the books.  
Final collection date will be July 19.  All books will be 
donated to Cass Community United Methodist Church.  
If you have any questions, contact Carol Mayer. 



 

Detroit East District  
United Methodist Women  
2009 Ingathering Project 

Caring Caps for Women & Children 
(Cancer, Chemo, & Brain Surgery Patients) 

Items may be purchased, sewn, 
knitted or crocheted (soft fabrics, no wool, 
please) and should be laundered and 
placed individually in a quart or gallon 
ziplock bag. 

Adult sizes: S, M & L 
Adult scarves: 33”x35” or 35” square or larger 
Children’s sizes: S, M & L 
Children’s scarves: 24” square or larger 

Patterns are available from Shawl Ministry (see 
Mary Nahhat) or you may request patterns by email at 
stanleyd@comcast.net or call 313/767-8365 and patterns 
will be mailed to you.   

Please bring your Caring Caps to the September 10 
United Methodist Women unit meeting and tea. 

We do appreciate your continued support of the 
Ingathering Projects.  Thank you! 

 

 

I hope you all are 
enjoying a slower schedule and 
get to do some of the things YOU 
want to do.  How many of you 
miss your morning paper with 
your coffee?  How many of you 
just automatically go and open the 
door, look out, and them remember that there is no 
delivery today?  I sure  miss it. 

We would like your help in letting us know if 
someone is in the hospital.  I just now talked to someone 
and found out that his wife was in the hospital for five 
days and they didn’t let us know.  We would rather hear 
something twice than not hear it at all.  The same goes 
for the death of a member, former member, or their 
family; we want to know. 

Our prayers are really working; we have lots of 
people thank us for our prayers and tell us it made a 
difference.  The following quote was given to Dorothy 
Cowley by Mildred Kellermann:  “It is clear from 
Scripture that all Christians are called to pray for one 
another (II Corinthians 1:11) and that the prayers of all 
faithful persons make a real difference (James 5:16).”  
Another quote comes from Journey Through the Bible, 
Vol. 15, pp57-58:  “Faithful members of Christian 
congregations have had ministries of intercession for 
years.  Mid week prayer meetings, covenant prayer 
groups, telephone prayer chains – all have been a part of 
the life of Christian communities for generations.  People 
share their needs, and the needs of those they know, and 
then the group prays for that specific need.” 

Corrie Ten Boom, in the Home Touch reading for 
July 26, had a way to pray for people each day: 

1. Monday – the pastor and her church 
2. Tuesday – those in the hospital and nursing 

homes 
3. Wednesday – the mission country the church is 

studying 
4. Thursday – issues on the nightly news 
5. Friday – men and women in the military 
6. Saturday – prayers of thanksgiving and praise 
7. Sunday – focus on the presence of the Holy Spirit 

being in the midst of worship 

If you would like to be an active part of the prayer 
chain, please let me know.  Calls are started Wednesday 
– two groups in the morning and one at night.  There is 
also an email list that is published each day I am in the 
office. 
Love and God bless, 
'����	
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S.A.M.’s  
Senior Adult Ministries 

 C
orner 
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Dr. Nancy E. Hartrick - Family Dentistry 
Kinsey-Garrett Funeral Home 
Paul Kremer – Garage Doors 

Jennifer Notarantonio - Wellness Consultant 

New sponsors are always welcome!  Contact Lori 
Vickers in the church office (248/541-4100) to 
learn how you or your organization can become a 
Church Life sponsor. 

Sponsorships: 
�� Single Issue $15.00 
�� Quarterly (3 issues) $45.00 
�� Yearly (12 issues) $180.00 
Prices are based on a business card size ad. 

Individual Messages: 
�� Birthdays, Anniversaries, Greetings, etc. 

$5.00/issue 
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Catch Up on Some Summer Reading! 
Now is your time to catch up on some summer 

reading.  If you are interested in any of the following 
books that have been featured at Fellowship Time during 
the past months, they are all available in 
our church library.  If you would like 
your own personal copy, it’s not too late 
to order them.  Just let the church office 
know, and we will get the books to you. 

Here is a list of all the books featured this year: 
Mitch Albom 

Five People You Meet in Heaven....................$12.00 
For One More Day.........................................$12.00 
Tuesday's with Morrie....................................$22.95 

Diana Butler Bass 
Broken We Kneel............................................$23.95 
Christianity for the Rest of Us........................$13.95 
From Nomads to Pilgrims..............................$17.00 
Strength for the Journey.................................$16.95 

Rob Bell 
Jesus Wants to Save Christians......................$19.99 

George Cladis 
Leading the Team-Based Church...................$23.95 

C. S. Lewis 
The Great Divorce..........................................$12.95 
Mere Christianity............................................$13.99 
The Screwtape Letters ....................................$13.99 
Prince Caspian...............................................$8.99  
The Horse and His Boy ..................................$8.99 
The Last Battle................................................$8.99 
The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe..........$8.99 
The Magician's Nephew .................................$8.99 
The Silver Chair .............................................$8.99 
The Voyage of the Dawn Treader ..................$8.99 

John Ortberg 
If You Want to Walk on Water,  
    You've Got to Get Out of the Boat..............$17.99 
The Life You've Always Wanted......................$18.99 

R. Pausch 
The Last Lecture.............................................$21.95 

Phyllis Tickle 
The Great Emergence.....................................$17.99 
Divine Hours - pocket edition.........................$17.95 

Rick Warren 
The Emerging Church.....................................$16.99 
The Purpose-Driven Church...........................$21.99 
The Purpose-Driven Life................................$14.99 
The Purpose of Christmas..............................$17.99 

David Wolpe 
Why Faith Matters..........................................$24.95 

 

Work Areas Set Program Goals  
All Work Areas of the church were 

charged with setting goals for this year.  
Following is a list of the goals that each 
Work Area has developed for this year: 

Education Work Area 
¨ Increase attendance at Sunday School and Holy 

COW (Church on Wednesday) 
¨ Increase size of volunteer teams for Sunday School, 

Holy COW (teachers and cooking teams), youth 
sponsors, and adult education 

¨ Improve Wednesday night high school classes to 
focus on life skills 

¨ Add a second hour of adult classes to Holy COW 
¨ Utilize a team of “superintendents” to better 

communicate with teachers 

Igniting Ministry Work Area 
¨ Create a new “brand” and logo for our church and 

use consistently in all areas of church media 
¨ Expand our visibility within the community through 

participation in community events 
¨ Create a new informative brochure about the 

programs, events, and services within our church 
¨ Convey our welcoming atmosphere through 

advertising in local newspapers, Chamber of 
Commerce advertising, and our own electronic sign 
and website 

Member Care Work Area 
¨ Develop a Parish Nurse program 
¨ Have a working Membership Mentor program 
¨ Recruit a Fellowship Hour Coordinator to keep 

Fellowship Hour running smoothly 
¨ Produce a new Membership Directory 

Missions Work Area  
¨ Inform the congregation monthly about mission-

giving opportunities 
¨ Encourage increased participation in VIM 

(Volunteers In Mission) 
¨ Meet our commitment for Mission Jubilee 
¨ Plan a time in the fall for congregational input 

Worship Work Area  
¨ Offer a premier music venue 
¨ Offer exciting, inspirational, conventional and not 

so conventional worship experiences on Saturday 
nights and Sundays 

¨ Present a pleasant, clean worship location 
¨ Offer opportunities to join our membership as well 

as to participate in numerous activities including 
ushering, singing in the choir, decorating for special 
occasions, etc. 
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July 19 and 20  

Royal Oak  
Antique and Garage Sale  

Thirty thousand people will be in our church 
neighborhood for the sale at the parking structure on 
Lafayette between Fifth and Sixth Streets.  Many hands 
are needed to extend ROFUM fellowship to them as we 
sell bottled water and pass out shopping bags they can use 
at the sale.  The sale of water benefits the Sack Lunch 
Program.  We’ll also offer the use of our parking lot for 
disabled attendees during certain hours.   

Again, we’ll be looking for volunteers to work in 
shifts staffing the parking lot and selling bottled water.  
Sign-up sheets will be available at Fellowship Hour or 
contact Mike Monte.  Please join us! 

Updated Information Needed  
for New Church Directory 

The Membership Care Work Area 
will be publishing a new church 
directory through Cathedral Directories 
that will be available in September 
2009.  If you know of any changes that 
should be made in your current listing 
(name, phone number, email address or 
street address) please let the church 
office know by July 15.  Also please let 
us know if you would prefer not to have 
your email address or phone number published in the 
directory.  Thank you in advance for your help with our 
long overdue directory!   

Wally Borts 
Vi Bradshaw  
Bob & Edna Morrison 
Yvonne Quinn 
Jeannette Safran  
Dorothy Schwem  

Don Shepard 
Muriel Shepard  
Peggy Smullen 

Out of the Area 

Mary Davis 
Ruth Dawkins 
Betty Flint 
Maggie Fries 
Christina Smith 

Names and addresses of our homebound members are very important to us.  There is 
constant change, so please note the names and addresses carefully.  If you have any 
corrections or updates, please notify the church office. 
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Bill Adcock 
Margaret Andriths 
Jim Angus 
Mike Baker & family 
Jack Beggs 
Karen Belling 
Bob Bliss 
Thelma Bono 
Don Brown 
Evelyn Burch 
Bonnie Case 
Wilma Cooper 
Sue Dougherty 
Eiguliai Methodist Church 
Jay Embry 

Rhea Embry 
Jeannette & John Fidler 
Florence Fowler 
Carolyn Gabler 
Mary Gray 
Leoda Hall 
Oliver Hall 
Gerry Hansen 
Ed Hansen 
Neal Harris 
Laura Hice 
Delbert Holser 
Our Homebound Members 
Dr. John Jennings 
Tim Koerner 
Arthur Laurie 
Adam Loeffler 
Pansy Mick 
Ann Moser 
David Moser 

Frank Moser 
Martha Mulder-Cox 
John Olexy 
Ursela Panula 
Russ Porteous 
Dorothy Reeser 
Steve Reinert 
Scott Robbins 
Pam Robinson 
Audrey Russell 
Walter & Vera Schulze 
Michael Sharpe 
Alison Shubitowski 
David Siira 
Marion Smitley 
Nadine Urquhart 
Edna Vroman 
Tom Wurdock 
Marge Youngs 

Our prayers for God’s healing touch for: 
Drew Collins – 8 years old.  Cystic fibrosis.  He is doing pretty well. 
Zachary Houghton – 7 ½ years old.  He has breathing problems. 
Spencer Lisabeth – 10 years old.  Diagnosed with leukemia in August 2005.  Last December they completed all 

treatments.  He is now described as Leukemia free, but has to go for a monthly blood test.   
Nicholas Oberdier – 10 months old.  He was born with a mass around his nose and eye.  He has had surgery for it. 
Emily Paswater – 11 months old.  A tumor on the end of her nose is being treated. 
Brennan Wadsworth – 12 years old.  Diagnosed schizophrenic and bipolar. 
Marek Werda – 5 years old.  He is down to one medication a day plus his anti-rejection drug.  By the end of summer 

they may be able to discontinue all drugs.  He is a miracle. 

6/16/09 

Dar Heiser - Marines (Iraq) 
Jody Holton - Hawaii 
Paul Kondrat - Marines (Afghanistan) 
Andrew Kostrzewa - Navy (Guam) 

       Dan Lewis - Army (Italy) 
       Cameron Mattox - (Home) 

Aaron Mingle - Navy (Florida) 
Thomas Morales - Navy (Hawaii) 
Jessica Moran - Army (Iraq) 
Kimberly Munzinger - Marines (N. Carolina) 
Kirk Munzinger - Army (Afghanistan) 
Jason Schaeffer - Marines (Washington)) 



S
un

da
y 

M
on

da
y 

T
ue

sd
ay

 
W

ed
ne

sd
ay

 
T

hu
rs

da
y 

F
rid

ay
 

S
at

ur
da

y 
  

1 
F

am
ily

 C
am

po
ut

 
10

:0
0 

a 
 P

ro
gr

am
 S

ta
ff 

M
tg

 
12

:0
0 

p 
 F

ul
l S

ta
ff 

M
tg

 
  7

:0
0 

p 
 M

S
 B

ac
ky

ar
d 

B
la

st
 

  7
:0

0 
p 

 S
r.

 H
i D

ro
p-

In
 

     

2 
F

am
ily

 C
am

po
ut

 
  5

:3
0 

p 
 A

A
 

  

3 
F

am
ily

 C
am

po
ut

 
C

hu
rc

h 
O

ffi
ce

 c
lo

se
d 

In
de

pe
nd

en
ce

 D
ay

   4
 

F
am

ily
 C

am
po

ut
 

5:
30

 p
  S

at
 N

ig
ht

 W
or

sh
ip

 

5 
F

am
ily

 C
am

po
ut

 
  8

:3
0 

a 
 C

ha
pe

l W
or

sh
ip

 
10

:0
0 

a 
 W

or
sh

ip
 &

 C
S

 
  7

:0
0 

p 
 D

eb
to

rs
 A

no
n 

    

6 
F

am
ily

 C
am

po
ut

 
  

7 
F

am
ily

 C
am

po
ut

 
12

:0
0 

p 
 A

A
 

  1
:0

0 
p 

 A
ng

el
us

 C
ho

ir 
T

ou
r 

R
eh

ea
rs

al
 

  7
:0

0 
p 

 Ig
ni

tin
g 

M
in

is
tr

y 
  7

:0
0 

p 
 S

ev
en

 o
n 

S
ev

en
th

 
  7

:4
0 

p 
 M

en
’s

 S
of

tb
al

l 
 

8 
F

am
ily

 C
am

po
ut

 
10

:0
0 

a 
 P

ro
gr

am
 S

ta
ff 

M
tg

 
12

:0
0 

p 
 F

ul
l S

ta
ff 

M
tg

 
  

9 
  1

:0
0 

p 
 S

ha
w

l M
in

is
tr

y 
  5

:3
0 

p 
 A

A
 

  7
:4

0 
p 

 M
en

’s
 S

of
tb

al
l 

  

10
 

Y
ou

th
 M

is
si

on
 T

rip
 

11
 

Y
ou

th
 M

is
si

on
 T

rip
 

5:
30

 p
  S

at
 N

ig
ht

 W
or

sh
ip

   

12
 

Y
ou

th
 M

is
si

on
 T

rip
 

  8
:3

0 
a 

 C
ha

pe
l W

or
sh

ip
 

10
:0

0 
a 

 W
or

sh
ip

 &
 C

S
 

  7
:0

0 
p 

 D
eb

to
rs

 A
no

n 

13
 

Y
ou

th
 M

is
si

on
 T

rip
 

9:
00

 a
  C

ra
fty

 L
ad

ie
s 

  

14
 

Y
ou

th
 M

is
si

on
 T

rip
 

12
:0

0 
p 

 A
A

 
  

15
 

Y
ou

th
 M

is
si

on
 T

rip
 

10
:0

0 
a 

 P
ro

gr
am

 S
ta

ff 
M

tg
 

12
:0

0 
p 

 F
ul

l S
ta

ff 
M

tg
 

 6
:3

0 
p 

 N
ew

 M
em

be
r 

C
la

ss
 

16
 

Y
ou

th
 M

is
si

on
 T

rip
 

5:
30

 p
  A

A
 

6:
30

 p
  C

ar
ee

r 
M

in
is

tr
y 

S
te

er
in

g 
C

om
m

 
        

17
 

Y
ou

th
 M

is
si

on
 T

rip
 

  

18
 

Y
ou

th
 M

is
si

on
 T

rip
 

R
O

 A
nt

iq
ue

 &
 G

ar
ag

e 
S

al
e 

5:
30

 p
  S

at
 N

ig
ht

 W
or

sh
ip

   

19
 

R
O

 A
nt

iq
ue

 &
 G

ar
ag

e 
S

al
e 

  8
:3

0 
a 

 C
ha

pe
l W

or
sh

ip
 

10
:0

0 
a 

 W
or

sh
ip

 &
 C

S
 

11
:1

5 
a 

 B
ap

tis
m

 M
tg

 
11

:3
0 

p 
 L

ith
ua

ni
a 

T
ea

m
 

12
:0

0 
p 

 F
rie

nd
s 

in
 F

ai
th

 
Z

oo
 T

rip
 

  4
:0

0 
p 

 C
ar

ee
r 

M
in

is
tr

y 
O

pe
n 

M
ee

tin
g 

  7
:0

0 
p 

 D
eb

to
rs

 A
no

n 

20
 

9:
00

 a
  C

ra
fty

 L
ad

ie
s 

  

21
 

10
:1

5 
a 

 C
hu

rc
h 

Li
fe 

V
ol

s 
12

:0
0 

p 
 A

A
 

  1
:0

0 
p 

 C
hu

rc
h 

Li
fe 

V
ol

s 
  7

:3
0 

p 
 F

in
an

ce
 

  

22
 

10
:0

0 
a 

 P
ro

gr
am

 S
ta

ff 
M

tg
 

12
:0

0 
p 

 F
ul

l S
ta

ff 
M

tg
 

 6
:3

0 
p 

 N
ew

 M
em

be
r 

C
la

ss
 

  

23
 

1:
00

 p
  A

ng
el

us
 C

ho
ir 

T
ou

r 
R

eh
ea

rs
al

 
1:

00
 p

  S
ha

w
l M

in
is

tr
y 

5:
30

 p
  A

A
 

  

24
 

10
:0

0 
a 

 G
A

’s
 S

m
al

l G
ro

up
 

  

25
 

9a
–n

oo
n 

 C
am

p 
H

ea
lth

 
S

cr
ee

ni
ng

 
5:

30
 p

  S
at

 N
ig

ht
 W

or
sh

ip
/ 

N
oi

sy
 B

uc
ke

t 
6:

15
 p

  F
rie

nd
s 

in
 F

ai
th

 
D

S
O

 a
t M

ea
do

w
br

oo
k 

 

N
oi

sy
 B

uc
ke

t  
   2

6 
  8

:3
0 

a 
 C

ha
pe

l W
or

sh
ip

 
10

:0
0 

a 
 W

or
sh

ip
 &

 C
S

/ 
B

ap
tis

m
 

3-
5 

p 
C

ho
ir 

C
am

p 
C

he
ck

-I
n 

  7
:0

0 
p 

 D
eb

to
rs

 A
no

n 
       

27
 

C
ho

ir 
C

am
p 

9:
00

 a
  C

ra
fty

 L
ad

ie
s 

  

28
 

C
ho

ir 
C

am
p 

12
:0

0 
p 

 A
A

 
  7

:3
0 

p 
 C

hu
rc

h 
C

ou
nc

il 

29
 

C
ho

ir 
C

am
p 

6:
30

 p
  N

ew
 M

em
be

r 
C

la
ss

 

30
 

C
ho

ir 
C

am
p 

5:
30

 p
  A

A
 

31
 

C
ho

ir 
C

am
p 

  



PAGE 14 CHURCH LIFE JULY 2009 

��������	
���
��������	
���
��������	
���
��������	
���
� ���
 -2- James Beaubien 
  Kathy McDaniel 

 -3- Bill Leenhouts 
  Theo Kempf 
  Rita VanBrandeghen 
  Sara LaPrise 

 -5- Judy Friedman 
Joan Johnson 
Robert Arney 
Matt Riggs 

 -6- Darin Inda 

 -8- Sean Holden 
  Sue Hilgendorf 
  Collin Cromwell 
  Robert Hall 
  Pete Wurdock 
  Evan Riggs 
  Marie Carr 

-9-  Kathryn Swayze 
  Aidan Gibson 
  Ray Lawson 

-10- Kyle Smith 
  Rosabelle Watkins 
  Polly Tan 
  Kristen Dubicki 

-11- Trish Lambert 

  

 

-12- Marian Farough 
  Jason Shornak 
  Mark Sleeman 
  Eamon Bucknell 

-13- Tracey Thomas 

-14- Kimberly Munzinger 

-15- Marcy Courtney 
  Jimmy Skelton 

-16- Betty Locke 
  Nicholas Krstich 
  Cathy McCallum 
  Anthony Saunders 

-19- Bill Schuman 
  Magdaline Fries 

-20- Cynthia Cline 
  Sam Nahhat 
  Mark Seizert 
  Marguerite Stoll 

-21- Jessica Brown 
  Danielle Watkins 

-22- Charles White 
  Liesl Eckhart 

-23- Jane Walbridge 
  Natalie Smallwood 
  Riley Johnson 

 

 

-24- Kyle Fall 
  Chris Hall 
  Anna Slowik 
  Dennis Allen 

-25- Jim Walbridge 
  Josh Garrett 
  Ethan Heckman 

-26- Bonnie Berger 
  Seth Burgess 
  Robin Mazur 

-27- Susan Dunlap 
  Dick Church 
  Jennifer Tripoli 

-28- Kim Gaska 
  Arthur Laurie 
  John Safran 
  Jack Slowik 
  Craig Symons 

-29- Salvador Ortiz 
  Dorthella Kreger 
  John Dorsey 
  Courtney Baker 

-30- Tim Barber 

-31- Kathy Border 
  Stephanie Smallwood 
  Jill Border 
  Andrew Showers 
  Eric Paswater 

Please note:  If you don’t see your name 
on our birthday list, please let us know!  
We may not have your birthday in our 
data base.   
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First United Methodist Church 
320 W. Seventh Street 
Royal Oak, MI  48067 
 
Return Service Requested 
 
Dated Material - Please Deliver Promptly 
Mailed June 24, 2009 
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Still no Plans  
for the Fourth of July? 

It’s not too late to join the ROFUM 
campers at Myers Lake near Fenton 

July 1-8.  There is plenty of last-minute group camping 
available in our reserved area.  Facilities are clean and 
well-maintained.  The camp is an hour away and the 
weather is always (well, almost always) wonderful.   

If overnight camping isn’t your thing, join us on 
July 4 for a potluck picnic.  Bring a dish to pass and 
some lawn chairs for a potluck meal at 2 p.m.  There will 
be lawn games, good fellowship, and plenty to eat.  Stay 
late and see the fireworks in nearby Byron. 

If you’re interested in either of these opportunities, 
call Neal & Shirley Harris or John & Cathy Marsh right 
down to the very last minute. 

 

 

Friends in Faith 

A Group for Young Adults 
July 19, Noon—ENTIRE CHURCH ACTIVITY  
Enjoy the Detroit Zoo and a picnic lunch with the group 
and the church congregation.  Meet in the picnic grove 
behind the wildlife interpretive gallery.  
Contact us if you wish to carpool.  Bring 
your own picnic lunch and money for 
zoo admission and parking. 

July 25, 6:15 p.m.—Detroit Symphony 
Orchestra 
This is our annual outdoor symphony excursion and will 
be a thrilling night at Tchaikovsky’s greatest hits 
including the 1812 Overture.  Meet in the church parking 

lot at 6:15 to carpool to Meadowbrook 
Music Festival; the music begins at 
8:00.  Lawn tickets are $15, but if you 
RSVP to Liz Wright by July 15 she will 
try to secure you a discounted price of 
$12.  Otherwise, you can purchase your 
lawn ticket at the door.  Blankets and 
snacks welcome! 


