
Living Tradition 
Sometimes I worry 
that we have not 
given our children 
strong enough 
Christmas 
traditions.  Like 
many in our 
congregation, we 
have moved from 

one place to another, always a couple 
of hours or more away from extended 
family.  Many of our holidays have 
been spent traveling, fitting into 
others’ traditions, instead of making 
our own.   

That having been said, traditions 
are not practices to which we are 
inflexibly stuck.  Tradition is made up 
of practices we want and love, and as 
such it is alive and subject to constant 
innovation.  It is made up of rituals, 
some which are not likely to change; 
and others that may be altered and 
even set aside one year only to resume 
another.  Through it all, tradition gives 
us grounding, holding us close to the 
truth we wish to observe, always ready 
to be updated and adapted to our 
changing lives. 

Considering that we have not 
provided all the ways of observing 
Christmas we wished, Laura and I may 
still have provided some valuable 

traditions unawares.  For instance, we 
have taught that extended family is 
important – placing relationship above 
an agenda that wants to fit everything 
we want to do into available time.  We 
have centered on the story of Jesus and 
have emphasized God’s gift of grace.  
We have kept the practice of cutting a 
tree two Saturdays or so before 
Christmas.  We are essentially 
Christmas morning gift-openers 
(though the rest of the family has 
worked hard to make me flexible 
about that).  James has come to give 
the final touch to the cutting of the tree 
and help carry it to the car.  Until a 
couple of years ago, Carrie always put 
the angel on the top of the tree; so 
even if the rest is decorated, that final 
touch has to wait until her arrival.  

Even though it may feel like they 
have been lacking, we have our 
traditions after all: decoration, foods, 
practices, and most important: stories.  
I think the telling of them needs to 
begin now as the crush of shopping 
and party schedules suggests that we 
might become irritable before it’s all 
said and done.  THE STORY, of course, 
is that which we need to keep central.  
It helps us remember why we do all 
the rest of the Christmas things in the 

(Continued on page 3) 

FIRST 
THOUGHTS  

Birthdays ......................................14 
Calendar .......................................13 
Career Ministry...............................4 
Christian Education News...........5/6 
Christmas Worship Schedule .......16 
Feast of Carols..............................16 
Friends in Faith...............................7 
Homebound/Prayer List ..........11/12 

January Special Event .................... 4 
Kids’ Page.................................... 15 
People in the Church...................... 2 
Poinsettia/UMCOR Order............ 11 
SAM’s Corner................................ 9 
Sponsors....................................... 10 
United Methodist Women.............. 9 
Youth News ................................ 7/8 

Church Life 
is published monthly  

First United Methodist 
Church of Royal Oak 

320 West Seventh Street 
Royal Oak, Michigan  48067 

Phone (248)541-4100 
Fax (248)541-0192 

E-mail: office@ROFUM.org 

www.ROFUM.org 

 

Editor, Webmaster: 
Lori Vickers 

lvickers@rofum.org 

Proofers: Virginia Borts, 
Kay LaCombe 

Staff Administrator:   
Elaine Tank 

News Reports:  
The Congregation 

 
 

 
 
 

   
January issue:  
      Sunday, December 6 

���������	
 �

December 2009 Issue 12 



PAGE 2 CHURCH LIFE DECEMBER 2009 

I would like to thank all of my Church Family 
for the many cards and good wishes sent to me in the 
hospital.  Thank you all so much.  I’m happy to say I 
am much better and hope to see you all in church 
very soon. 

Thanks again, 
������������

��������  

Dear Friends, 

Thank you so much for all the cards and prayers for 
Al during his time of hospitalization and now at home.  
He is recuperating well thanks to the pastoral visits at 
home and in the hospital.  At a time like this we realize 
how glad we are to be a part of this church family. 

���	���
�����
������������
��������  

2009 ROFUM Stewardship Committee 
Dear Friends, 

Congratulations on a job very well done.  I have 
found each page has something for me to ponder and 
raise new questions.  You, the brave participants have 
laid the groundwork. 

Sincerely, 
���������������

��������  

Dear John, 

Thanks so much for finding the 3 volunteers from 
your congregation who were able to assist us (hosting 
SOS) last week at the Troy Church of Christ.  They all 
stayed overnight and made a significant contribution.  In 
fact, Mark Lowman stayed two evenings.  Florence 
Fowler and Chris Christopher served together one 
evening.   

We patched together volunteers from United 
Methodist, Assembly of God, Catholic, Episcopal, 
Lutheran, and Congregational churches to make it all 
happen.  What a blessing. 

Please thank your folks on behalf of SOS. 

Peace in Christ, 
�������������

�

�

Thanks to you, my ROFUM family, for your 
thoughtful calls and cards – the special Circle of 
Care card – during my recent heart procedure.  I 
appreciate your prayers, and the hospital visits from 
Rev. Hice and Brian Wright were a real boost! 


�

��������

�

�

The faith community of Royal Oak First extends 
sympathy to the family and friends of: 

Raymond Cowley, brother-in-law of Dorothy 
Cowley, 10/7 

Dorthy Kincannon, mother of Bill Kincannon, 10/8 
Gene Reinhart, brother-in-law of John Marsh’s 

brother, 10/9 
Wally Gabler, Jr. , husband of Carolyn and father of 

Carolyn, 10/9 
Genevieve Dodt, 10/10 
Nelda James, 10/15 
Colleen Stout, sister of Nadine Urquhart and Geneva 

Grady, 10/22 
John Cox, Matt Kempf’s brother-in-law, 10/22 

 

��������	
�	�
�������������	
�	�
�������������	
�	�
�������������	
�	�
�����	 			
Matteo Seth Burgess, child of Juliana & 

Seth 
Jacob Sager Thomas, child of Tracey & 

David 

 

���	����������	����������	����������	�������	 			
Jacob Sager Thomas, son of Tracey & David 
Thomas, 8/7/09.  Jacob is the grandson of Kim 
& Jane Frentz. 

 

 

PEOPLE IN  
THE CHURCH 
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first place; and it challenges us to manage the season so 
they all revolve around that which matters.  This is the 
story of God acting through the gift of Jesus and the 
advent of a new heaven and a new earth.  It is THE 
STORY that holds us together in God’s love: present tense; 
binds us to the past; and points us to the future. 

There are other stories, too, that dance around THE 
STORY, deserving to be rehearsed.  Stories like: the one 
about the time I got a tree that was so large I chopped off 
the top making a big square bush that filled the room; the 
town urchin that crashed the Methodist Christmas pageant 
and gave the message a holy twist only he could give; or 
the Christmas dinner Laura once organized for area 
people in need which was then enhanced by the biggest 
blizzard of the year (and all the side-bar stories that go 
along with that one!).  These are the tales that describe a 
living, on-going and unfolding story of Advent and 
Christmas.  They tell how The Gift still continues to be 
given and shared and cherished through God’s families 
and Jesus’ people. 

So, Advent is upon us and I invite you to jump into 
your traditions without delay.  Quick!  Before a single 
mutter is muttered against a parking place stolen away – 
may you leap into the tradition!  May you tell THE STORY 
and belong to it with a focus that can’t be blurred.  And 
when you laugh until the tears roll down your cheeks, 
may you tell the stories that connect you once again to all 
you have ever cared about.  May you keep the tradition 
and continue to make new ones so that instead of the 
season getting the best of you, you will get the best of the 
season. 

‘tis the season to be jolly, 

Grace and Peace, 

 

 

Rev. John H. Hice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Update 
Thank you to those who participated in the 
mission survey.  Most of us agree we need 
to support projects for the homeless, 

health and medical, world hunger, youth ministries, and 
community social services.  Others with significant votes 
were domestic abuse, counseling, and campus ministry.  
The Missions Committee will use this information when 
we meet next to decide the project pledges for 2010. 

As of our October Mission Sunday, we were closer 
to our Mission Jubilee pledge of $13,500 for 2009 and we 
hope to reach that goal yet this year.  We’ve already 
received a few letters from our Jubilee projects expressing 
extreme gratitude for our gifts in these difficult times.  
Our dream would have the church budget include these 
mission projects, but since church finances are very tight, 
giving to these deserving projects depends on individuals 
giving beyond their pledge. 

Beginning in March of 2009, we’ve written an article 
for Church Life each month to expand on one or two of 
our projects as well as explaining the meanings of the 
mission titles used by the United Methodist Church.  
We’ve also periodically updated the missions bulletin 
board in the elevator lobby.  These efforts, along with 
having a brief presentation in worship on the fourth 
Saturday/Sunday of the month, have hopefully helped you 
to feel informed about our mission needs.  Please let us 
know if you have questions or subjects you would like 
addressed. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Please introduce yourself to these new members of our 
church family and add their addresses to your directory. 

Bruce Tufford & Dori Bridson  
 

Ruth Kalter 
 

Curt Odorizzi  
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Career Ministry 
Career Ministry Open Meetings continue!  
On December 6th and 20th at 4 p.m. there 
will be a free general meeting in the Parlor 
for those individuals that are currently in or 

potentially facing a career transition.  There will be a 
short formal program and then an opportunity to network 
and gain some individualized support in areas such as 
resumes, interviewing or whatever else necessary.  Please 
invite anyone that you might know that is experiencing 
this life changing situation. 

UPDATE:  Career Ministry started back in February 
and at press time, we were approaching our 20th meeting.  
Here are some facts on the group: 

¨ Over 40 different individuals have attended at least 
one meeting. 

¨ The majority of the attendees attend more than once. 
¨ Just over half of the attendees have been outside of 

our congregation. 
¨ To date five of our participants have gained 

employment; to what degree we aided is difficult to 
determine, but the feedback has been very positive 
and complementary. 

¨ The Committee has provided leadership as we have 
been contacted by five other churches looking to 
form their own groups. 

¨ The Steering Committee has been made up of ten 
very dedicated members that have made a 
difference!  Thanks to each for their contributions. 

LOOKING AHEAD:  The year 2009 certainly has 
afforded some individuals happy moments and memories: 
births, weddings, graduations, milestone birthdays, etc.  
But for many, 2009 has been a disaster economically with 
job loss, cuts in wages and benefits, etc.  In November the 
national unemployment rate reached double digits, a level 
that Michigan obtained months prior.  As a result, the 
Career Ministry group is planning an open event for all on 
January 10th as we have a ‘celebration’ to say good bye to 
2009 and hello to 2010.  There will be a short program 
but mostly a social time when we encourage everyone 
that has attended a Career Ministry meeting during the 
past year or just anyone that is optimistic about 2010 to 
join us!  Details will be forthcoming in December. 

 

 

Could it be a Church “Cuddle Alert”? 
Remember last January when we gathered together after worship to envision an Xtreme Church Makeover?  It was 

January 4 and we had fun eating hot dogs and talking about dreams we have for our church: many of which have come 
true.  Mostly, it was a wonderful time to enjoy being together and get excited about being the church. 

This year: another great way to begin the year together! 

Saturday, January 2, 3–5 p.m. The Storms of Life 
Last year we focused on the activities of our church organization.  This year we will 

consider the way we face life’s challenges. 
Keynote Speaker: WDIV Channel 4 Anchor Meteorologist Chuck Gaidica 

Saturday, January 2, 5:30 p.m. Evening Worship 
Chuck Gaidica, preaching  
Stay for informal worship 

Sunday, January 3, 2010 – 9:15 Arise! Worship and 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
Chuck Gaidica preaching  
Covenant Renewal Worship both services 
9:15 Arise! is an up-tempo worship experience 
11:00 is traditional, formal worship in the sanctuary 

All of the above events and worship services are open to the community.  Bring your friends! 

Holiday Office Hours 

Thursday, Dec. 24 – Office closes at noon 

Friday, Dec. 25 – Office closed 

Thursday, Dec. 31 – Office closes at noon 

Friday, Jan. 1 – Office closed 
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Teachers and other volunteers (assistant teachers, 
nursery caregivers, event leaders, etc.) are always 
needed to help us expand and improve our 
programs. 

Parents to Pick up  
Elementary Students 

To help connect families to each other and teachers 
to parents, beginning in January parents will be asked to 
pick up their elementary students from their classrooms 
after Sunday worship services end.  This will enable you 
to see classroom projects, meet those who work with your 
students, and exchange comments.  It’s a good change.  

Children’s Christmas Pageant  
Call all children and parents.  We need you to help 

make this year’s Christmas Pageant another unique 
success.  This year’s directing team will be Jenny 

Lowman, Julia Wahl, and friends.  
Please plan to attend the 7:00 p.m. 
Christmas Eve service, and reserve 
Saturday, December 19, 10 a.m.-noon 
as a dress rehearsal.  Special rehearsals 
and information will be presented as 
needed.  Look for more details, soon. 

A Special Sunday School  
Christmas Celebration 

The Education Work Area is planning a fun hour of 
activities for our kindergarten through 5th graders on 
December 20th at the 11 a.m. service.  On this day, we are 
inviting the students, teachers, and extra helpers to meet 
together for a holiday story followed by craft projects and 
holiday treats.  This celebration will start at the beginning 
of the service and will replace the normal “Time with 
Children” and Sunday School classes.  Encourage your 
kids to invite their friends to join in the activities.  The 
more, the merrier. 

Since we will be instructing the students on making a 
holiday craft, we are in need of volunteers to help make 
this day enjoyable for everyone.  Please see Laurie Yarmy 
or Brian Wright if you are interested in helping to 
organize or assist with this celebration. 

Halloween Road Rally Wrap-Up 
It was a fun night for young and young-at-heart who 

participated in the first ROFUM Halloween Road Rally.  
A special thanks to the people who worked hard to make 
this event a success.   

On this year’s committee were 
Laurie Yarmy, Amy Limer, Theresa 
Skelton, Jon & Cynthia Cline, Crystal 
Reed, Marie Dunstan, Donna Yates, 
Annette & Darren Wahl, Michael Yarmy, Charlene 
Kondrat, Karen & Patrick Calhoun, Laurie O’Donnell, 
and Brian & Jennifer Semivan.  Great job everyone! 

We also wish to thank the following companies for 
their donations to our raffle: Pasquale’s restraurant, Jimi’s 
restaurant, Pronto! Restaurant, The Coffee Beanery, and 
A&W restaurant. 

Youth Sundays Continue 
Thanks to all the youth who have served in 
various roles on the first Sunday of the 
month.  You add more life to everything.  We 
invite you to participate in any role that 
interests you: usher, greeter, communion 
steward, sound technician, nursery caregiver, 

Sunday school teacher, or singing in the choir.  Spread the 
word.  You are making a difference. 

High School Youth Group  
Planning Meetings 

On the second Wednesday of each month, there will 
be a planning meeting as part of the Holy COW program.  
Come for dinner, contribute to the planning, and make an 
obvious difference, today!  All high school students and 
youth sponsors are invited.  

Friends in Faith Adult Bible Study is 

�������� �
Sunday mornings, 9:15, in Room 303 

starting January 3, 2010  

Join Friends in Faith as we embark upon a multi-
week study of the Book of Revelation this January!  As 
United Methodists, we tend to shy away from parts of the 
Bible like Revelation that, frankly, get pretty weird.  But 
we believe that the entire Bible can teach us valuable 
lessons in our lives as Christians, not just the books that 
make us feel warm and fuzzy all the time.  Let’s not let 
some of our nuttier brothers and sisters in Christ have the 
last word on the last book of the Bible. 

Both snacks and childcare will be provided, so join 
us this winter as all is ����������

���������	
��
�����	����	
���������	�
����
�������
�����������
��	������
��	� �	����	�����
��	��������
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Lenten Small Group Studies  
Being Planned…  

Last year, several home studies 
and a Holy COW study enhanced our 
Lenten experience.  This year, we hope 
to do the same.  If you would like to 
lead a study group, please let us know.  
Volunteers make the best leaders.  Let 
us know that you are willing to serve, 
where you prefer the group meets, and when.  We will 
help publicize and recruit the group.  May God help us 
have a meaningful Lent. 

Clubs at Holy COW 
Guitar Club meets once a month for rehearsals and 

plays at the 9:15 service once a month.  Want to be part of 
the club?  Talk to Mike Yarmy or Mike 
DeTavernier.  If you are interested in starting a 
club, let us know.  We will help spread the 
word.  A few suggestions might include: 
Photography, Quilting, Knitting,  

Time Jan 6-Feb 10, 2010 
(Session 3) 

Mar 3-24, 2010 
(Session 4) 

4:30-5:30 p.m. Women of the Bible Women of the Bible 

5:30-6:00 p.m. DINNER   FOR   ALL 

6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Beginnings 

3 Simple Rules 
Lenten Study Group 

Yoga Yoga 

7:30 p.m. PROGRAM ENDS FOR CHILDREN/YOUTH 

7:45-8:45 p.m. 

Understanding the Old 
Testament (part 2) 3 Simple Rules 

Lenten Study Group 
The Shack 

Holy COW (Church On Wednesday)  
Adult Class Schedule 

Class Descriptions 

3 Simple Rules:  Based on the teaching of John Wesley (founder of Methodism), these three simple rules are profound, 
inspiring, and challenging to daily life.  Led by a variety of leaders at Holy COW and in homes on other days.  See 
bulletin and Church Life for details.  

Beginnings:  An introduction to Christian faith.  Topics include: “Who is Jesus, and why should I care?”  “If I don’t feel 
lost, why do I need to be found?”  Bring your own questions.   

The Shack:  A discussion and study based on the popular book.  How do you encounter God?  Bring your own thoughts 
and responses to the book.  Led by Kip Tull. 

Soul Stretch Yoga:  Jessica Beaubien conducts Christian meditation with Yoga.  Visit www.soulstretch.org for fees and 
needed materials. 

Understanding the Old Testament: a Narrative Summary:  An overview of the Old Testament as one narrative story.  
This study is led by the book’s author, Rev. Dr. David Nichols.  You may purchase the book online from Amazon.com. 

Women of the Bible:  An ongoing study of 52 women of the Bible.  Their lives were significant.  Each woman is an 
inspiration of faith.  Leadership of this class rotates with volunteers.  Led by Kathy Seidler and a variety of volunteer 
“leaders of the day.” 

Watch the bulletin for changes or additional classes.  Send suggestions and comments to BWright@rofum.org. 
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Friends in Faith (Young Adults) 
White Elephant Party 
December 12, 1 p.m. 

We’ll gather at Caroline Scott’s 
home in Grosse Pointe Woods (1985 
Lancaster) for this fun holiday event.  
Sombreros, fine “grape” wine, boxing 
nuns...all treasures!  If you have any 
questions, contact Caroline Scott. 

 
 
 
 

Middle School Youth  
December 13  Christmas Party (following Feast of 

Carols).  More information later.  Mark your calendar 
now to save the date.  

January 15-16  Detroit & Flint District Lock-In with 
stay up all night fun including, pizza, basketball, 
swimming, tennis, and more.  Mark your calendar 
now.  Watch for more details, soon.  

High School Youth  
December 13  Christmas Party (following Feast of 

Carols).  All high school students and sponsors are 
invited to a Christmas party and gift exchange at the 
home of Andrew and Nico Suarez (Jorge and Lori 
Suarez).  Bring an inexpensive gift to exchange (guys 
for guys and girls for girls).  Spread the word.   

January 8-10  Ski Trip.  Plan on leaving the ROFUM 
parking lot on Friday after school to venture up north 
to the Elk Lake (near Traverse City) home of 
ROFUM members Nancy and Bob Reid.  We will ski 
on Saturday at Crystal Mountain Resort, then return 
to the Reid’s for food, fun and fellowship that 
evening.  After breakfast and an “in-house” worship 
service on Sunday morning, we will return to Royal 
Oak by late afternoon.  The total cost for this 
adventure will range from $100-$125 depending on 
your age and whether or not you need to rent 
equipment.  Permission slips are available on line and 
in the church office. 

ROFUM (High School) Pit Stop – 
Wednesdays 6-7:30 p.m. 

We would like to thank everyone who donated to our 
Military Care Packages.  We packaged 4 boxes in all, 
2 went to ROFUM members serving in the military – 
Kim Munzinger and Paul Kondrat.  The other 2 boxes 
were shipped to Paul to give someone in his unit who 
perhaps wasn’t receiving any mail in Afghanistan.  
Good news!  You might see Paul at Christmas! 

On December 9th the Pit Stop will be baking cookies.  
Donations of cookie dough would be appreciated; 
please label “Pit Stop Cookies” and put into the main 
kitchen refrigerator and let us know it’s there! 

December 16th the Pit Stop is planning a special 
Christmas celebration you won’t want to miss!  If you 
haven’t had a chance to stop in yet, this would be a 
perfect time for you to join us! 

All artists are invited to share your talent with our high 
school students on Wednesday, January 20, from 6-
7:30 p.m. in the Youth Room.  The Pit Stop will be 
doing an art project on PEACE that will be displayed 
in the Swords into Plowshares Gallery in Detroit.  We 
would like to study different art mediums.  If you are 
interested, please email office@rofum.org or see 
Trish Lambert or Laurie O’Donnell for more details. 

And our 2nd Mystery Guest was… Sue 
Parisi who visited our High School students on 
Wednesday, October 28th.  How wonderful it is to have 
such giving adults join our group and share with us their 
personal stories.  Sue shared with us how she started out 
in college and then decided later on in life to go back to 
school to get her degree and become a dentist.  Our 
guests give such insight into their careers; this really 
helps our students get a personal touch and perhaps helps 
them in an area that they plan on exploring.  At the end 
of our hour together we really feel like we have become 
true friends.  We are very thankful for Sue taking time to 
be with us and bringing in a special gift of toothbrushes/
toothpaste for us to enjoy!  The extra tooth brushes were 
put into our College Care Packages – 19 in all. 

If you would like to join the ranks of our 
distinguished Mystery Guests (September – Ed Nahhat; 
October – Sue Parisi; November – Chad Johnson) please 
contact Trish Lambert or Laurie O’Donnell in the church 
office.  We would love to have you! 

Join us on Facebook at ROFUMPitStop  
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Youth Mission Trip -  
Third Time’s the Charm 

by Elena Yarmy 

These past two years, the youth group has taken an 
out-of-state mission trip to help out others and awaken 
ourselves to the way of life for the less fortunate.  While 
the mission trip is still important to the kids at this church, 
we are looking to change and improve some of the basics 
of the trip.  One of the first major changes is that Mr. Jon 
Cline, who has coordinated the last two mission trips, has 
decided to let the kids take control of their own trip this 
year.  So thank you, Mr. Cline, for your help these past 
years.  Until now, I have never realized how much work 
he had actually done for us by himself. 

Another change taking place is the location of the 
trip.  Although it is always fun to experience a new place, 
we thought the state we could serve the best in this 
economic situation is Michigan.  Instead of traveling to 
West Virginia or Tennessee for our mission trip, we will 
be traveling to Houghton Grace UMC in the Upper 
Peninsula.  We will be doing the same kind of painting 
and light construction work as before, but now we will be 
helping out our own state.  Remember, this is a large 
state; although we will still be in Michigan, we are 
planning on an eleven hour car ride. 

The last major change we are making is the group of 
kids coming with us.  We want to expand this group as 
large as we can.  The larger the group, the bigger the 
difference we can make.  We hope everyone from 8th 
grade (freshmen in the fall) to our returning college 
students will at least consider coming to a meeting to see 
what we’re about.  We need all the help we can get.  This 
includes chaperones!  We have the option of leaving 
some of the adults behind to cook instead of coming to 
the work site.  If you are interested in coming but would 
not like to do construction work, this is a good way to 
help. 

We are also going to start fundraising as soon as 
possible.  W are planning to get the money outside of this 
church as much as possible, however, if you are able and 
willing to donate, it is greatly appreciated. 

These mission trips have been much more than an 
amazing learning experience.  The people we helped were 
amazing.  It is such a great feeling to know you made a 
difference in someone’s life.  It is also a lot of fun.  I cry 
every time I get home from a mission trip.  The pictures 
and the memories all make me smile.  I still keep in touch 
with all of the friends I met using a long on-going 
Facebook chat.  The memories I have made in these last 
two years are unforgettable. 

If you are interested in learning more, contact Mike 

Yarmy at mike@darkspark.com or join my Facebook 
group “ROFUM Mission Trip 2010.”  You can also 
search the address “201 Isle Royale Street, Houghton, MI 
48831” to see a view of the church we will be staying at.  
Hope you can help! 

Youth Choir News 
Christmas is just around the corner!  Check 
your calendars and make sure you know all 
the dates that your choir is singing in 
worship.  In addition to worship 

performances, all youth choirs are involved in our annual 
Feast of Carols on Sunday, December 13th, with dress 
rehearsal on Saturday, December 12, at 10 a.m.  On 
Saturday, Treble and Revelation Choirs will conclude by 
11 a.m.  Angelus Choir will continue to rehearse until 12 
noon.  Beginner Choir members will not need to attend 
the Saturday rehearsal, but they will be part of the 
performance on Sunday.  Each family will once again be 
asked to contribute cookies and juice/pop for the 
reception following the concert – check your “snail mail” 
for details.  Plan to bring these items to the Saturday 
rehearsal.  Remember that this is a major fundraiser for 
Music Guild, with proceeds going directly to Choir 
Camp, so invite your friends, family and neighbors.  They 
might even be impressed enough to come and join us 
again! 

Did you know that attendance at choir rehearsals and 
worship performances can get your child a discount on 
their choir camp costs?  Due in part to the current 
economy, Music Guild has graciously offered a $50 
CREDIT  toward camp expenses for any youth in 2nd-11th 
grade who attends 75% of rehearsals and worship 
performances from January, 2010, through the end of the 
choir schedule.  There also will be an opportunity for kids 
to be servers at the February Cabaret/Dessert Concert and 
earn another $10 CREDIT toward camp.  Be sure to take 
advantage of these opportunities to lower your Choir 
Camp costs. 

Choir Camp Videos 
For $15 you can have a video of the 

Camp News “O Yes I Love the News”; 
Camp Talent Show, Camp Sunday songs, and 
a slide show of action pictures taken throughout the week.  
Many of you have ordered your videos but have not 
picked them up.  They will be available after the Feast of 
Carols on Sunday, December 13.  If you have not ordered 
a video, there will be extras available for purchase.  If you 
need to make special arrangements to pick up your video, 
call Kip Tull. 
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News for All  
from the  
United Methodist Women 

Unit Meeting, Thursday, December 3 
 9:30 a.m. Executive Committee Meeting 

 12:15 p.m. Luncheon & Christmas Program 
Featuring the 43-voice L’Anse Creuse 
High School Select Ensemble and 
Show Choir presenting their program 
“A Winter Wonderland”. 
Aaron Kabobel, Director 
Suzanne Nahhat Bianchi, accompanist 

Luncheon Reservations must be made by Sunday, 
Nov. 22.  Contact Marjorie Sutherland. 

 

 

 

 

What is that box?  Where is that box? 
We have had an on-going center 

for non-perishable food for many 
years.  Where is it, you ask?  It’s that 
big wooden box with the shelf on top 
located at the north end of the narthex, 
just outside of the Sanctuary. Any time 
you are shopping and see a great sale, 
or you find that your pantry is 
overflowing from the last great sale, 
remember our food collection center. 

Where do the items go?  If any of the donated items 
can be used in our own Sack Lunch Program, they will be 
given to Delores Grier and her team.  The rest of the 
items are given to Cass Community Social Services.  
Therefore, any non-perishable food items, paper products, 
personal hygiene items, and things that we use every day 
will be appreciated. 

So, now you know what and where.  All that is left is 
when.  You can donate items any time you come to 
church.  Your contributions will be much appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
On Thanksgiving Day our 

Sack Lunch guests will enjoy a sit-
down dinner in our Parlor, and will 
probably receive a “bag to go” as 
well.  Many people from church 
are involved to make this a special  
day for our guests.  Our church  
mail carrier even volunteered to help last year and is 
coming again this year. 

The Christmas tree is up in the Parlor and is already 
becoming “decorated” with scarves, hats, gloves, socks, 
and even a pair of boots.  Anything collected during the 
month of November will be sent to Cass Community 
Center for distribution.  Items collected in December will 
go to our own Sack Lunch guests. 

A new couple from outside of our congregation 
recently joined our crew of Sack Lunch volunteers.  The 
man loves to make soup, and he made some delicious 
soup last Wednesday.  The woman also brought in home 
made cookies which are always a treat. 

Please remember our homebound people.  Please 
take a name off the little Christmas tree and send a 
Christmas card to someone who may not otherwise get 
any.  If a shut-in is in your neighborhood, give them a call 
and stop by. 

Love and God Bless 
��		�  

S.A.M.’s  
Senior Adult Ministries 

 C
orner 

Food for Thought…  
A positive attitude may not solve all your problems, but 
it will annoy enough people to make it worth the effort. 
  -Herm Albright (1876 – 1944) 

* * * * * 

Words without actions are the assassins of idealism. 
  - Herbert Hoover (1874 – 1964) 

* * * * * 

Any fool can criticize, condemn, and complain – and 
most fools do. 
  - Dale Carnegie 

* * * * * 

People demand freedom of speech as a compensation for 
the freedom of thought which they seldom use. 
  - Soren Kierkegaard (1813 – 1855) 
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Dr. Nancy E. Hartrick - Family Dentistry 

Kinsey-Garrett Funeral Home 
Paul Kremer – Garage Doors 

Jennifer Notarantonio - Wellness Consultant 

New sponsors are always welcome!  Contact Lori 
Vickers in the church office (248/541-4100) to 
learn how you or your organization can become a 
Church Life sponsor. 

Sponsorships: 
�� Single Issue $15.00 
�� Quarterly (3 issues) $45.00 
�� Yearly (12 issues) $180.00 
Prices are based on a business card size ad. 

Individual Messages: 
�� Birthdays, Anniversaries, Greetings, etc. 

$5.00/issue 

As we approach the winter months, reflect back to 
the lazy days of summer and think of Choir Camp for a 
moment.  At camp, it was not lazy but full of Christ-like 
learning, friendship, joy, laughter, and reflection.  We all 
need to be very proud of our camp model, our youth and 
the adults who make the Choir Camp week such a 
memorable experience.  Fortunately, the ROFUM 
community has given tremendous support to the Guild 
throughout the years.  The total cost of Choir Camp in 
2009 was over $30,000.  Music Guild has been able to 
keep the actual camper fees much lower than the real 
costs through its fundraising efforts.  In 2009, we 
contributed $13,500 toward Choir Camp.  

In the cool days of winter, we do most of our 
fundraising to support Choir Camp and our Music 
Program.  First, we want to thank you for purchasing 
Christmas greens in November.  Coming up are four more 
ways that you can significantly help support our Choir 
Camp.  On December 13, at 4 p.m., join us in the 
Sanctuary for our 56th annual Feast of Carols.  In 
January, you can reply to our membership letter and join 
our Guild.  In February, please enjoy a night of Music at 
our Dessert Concert.  And lastly, you can sponsor one or 
more campers by donating to our campership fund. 

Here is a recap of our fundraising efforts for the 
2008/2009 camp year: 
 Camperships/Memorials $  1,500.00 
 Dessert Concert 824.00 
 Bank Interest 577.00 
 Feast of Carols 2,031.00 
 Holiday Greens Sale 1,068.00 
 Memberships 2,986.00 
 Camp Video Sales      264.00 
     Total Fundraising $  9,250.00 

 Camp Costs Paid By Guild  $13,500.00 
 Fundraising Money Used  -9,250.00 
 Fish Dinner Funds  Earned/Used -2,060.00 
 Monies from Guild Reserve  $  2,190.00 

As you can see, we were about $2,190 short in our 
fundraising efforts.  We want to continue to make Choir 
Camp an affordable experience available to all children.  
As our weakened economy continues, we believe it is 
even more important to have extra funds available to help 
reduce camp costs.  This is where we will need your 
support. 

As we say at camp, “Go Now in Peace.” 

������������

Music Guild Fundraising Update 
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Vi Bradshaw  
Edna Morrison 
Yvonne Quinn 
Jeannette Safran  
Dorothy Schwem 

Muriel Shepard  
Peggy Smullen 

Out of the Area 

Ruth Dawkins 
Maggie Fries 
Christina Smith 

Names and addresses of our homebound members are very important to us.  There is 
constant change, so please note the names and addresses carefully.  If you have any 
corrections or updates, please notify the church office. 

 

Again this year we are offering the choice of providing a poinsettia or contributing to UMCOR in honor 
or memory of a loved one.  The poinsettias will decorate the Sanctuary on Sunday, Dec. 20, as well 
as during our evening Christmas Eve services.  The names of the donors and those to be honored or 
memorialized will be printed as a bulletin insert on Sunday morning, Dec. 20.  If you wish to 
participate, return this form to the church office on or before Sunday, December 6.    

Please use one (1) form per poinsettia/UMCOR tribute.  Additional forms are available in the church office. 

Money must accompany your order (checks payable to First United Methodist Church) 
  
___Enclosed is $16.00 for a poinsettia (please indicate color below) 

Color:   ____ Red          ____ White          ____ Pink 
 ___I will donate and deliver my plant to a homebound member on Sunday morning, December 20.  (The 

church will provide the name and address of a homebound member.) 
 ___I will pick up my plant following the 10:00 p.m. candlelight worship service on Christmas Eve. 

___I will order my own plant & deliver it to the church on Friday, December 18. 

___Enclosed is my donation of $_______ for UMCOR in place of a poinsettia. 

This will be a memorial to________________________________________________________________  
                                                 (P l e a s e    P r i n t)  

OR in honor of ________________________________________________________________________  
                                                            (P l e a s e    P r i n t)  

Given by _________________________________________________   Phone # ___________________  
                                           (P l e a s e    P r i n t)  
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Jim Angus 
Mary Ruth Austin 
Mike Baker & family 
Betty Becker 
Jack Beggs 
Karen Belling 
Udya Breynin 
Don Brown 
Evelyn Burch 
Helen Caldwell 
Cynthia Cline 
Patti Cooper-Koerner 
Wilma Cooper 

Rachel Cummings 
Hazel Davis 
Jim Davis 
Eiguliai Methodist Church 
Jay Embry 
Jeannette & John Fidler 
Hanna Marie Galerani 
Mary Gray 
Gerry Hansen 
Ed Hansen 
Delbert Holser 
Our Homebound Members 
Tim Koerner 
Adam Loeffler 
Robert Mann 
Cathy Marsh 
Janice Marsh 
Pauline Marsh 

David Moser 
Frank Moser 
Martha Mulder-Cox 
John Olexy 
Russ Porteous 
Steve Reinert 
Pam Robinson 
Audrey Russell 
James Schramm 
Walter & Vera Schulze 
Alison Shubitowski 
David Siira 
Donald Springstead 
Nadine Urquhart 
Cindy Vandermark 
Ron Williams 

Our prayers for God’s healing touch for: 

Drew Collins – 8 years old.  Cystic fibrosis.  He is doing pretty well. 
Zachary Houghton – 7 ½ years old.  He has breathing problems. 
Spencer Lisabeth – 10 years old.  Diagnosed with leukemia in August, 2005.  Last December they completed all 

treatments.  He is now described as Leukemia free, but has to go for a monthly blood test.   
Nicholas Oberdier – 11 months old.  He was born with a mass around his nose and eye.  He has had surgery for it. 
Emily Paswater – 1 year old.  A tumor on the end of her nose is being treated. 
Max Schwerin – 3 ½ months old.  He is a preemie born with cataracts.  Now he has contacts on every other week. 
Brennan Wadsworth – 12 years old.  Diagnosed schizophrenic and bipolar. 
Marek Werda – 6 years old.  A June check-up in Chicago showed that the main vein delivering about 85% of the 

blood supply through the liver was very narrow and no longer able to do the job.  Two and a half weeks later 
angioplasty was performed.  It may take another month or two to see the full effects. 

11/10/09 

Jody Holton - Hawaii 
Bobby Huneycutt - Army 
Paul Kondrat - Marines (Afghanistan) 
Andrew Kostrzewa - Navy (Guam) 

Dan Lewis - Army (Italy) 
Aaron Mingle - Navy (Florida) 
Thomas Morales - Navy (Gulf) 
Kimberly Munzinger - Marines (N. Carolina) 
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 -1- John Boyse 

 -2- Charlene Kondrat 
  Richard Krstich 
  Noel Peterson 
  Dian Wurdock 

 -3- Clifford Anderson 
  Rhea Embry 
  Alex Herrick 
  Devon Johnson 
  Amy Limer 
  Sarah Wells 

 -4- Eleanor Baker 
  Janet Sayranian 

 -5- David Rhoades 

 -6- Bob Berard 
  Jodi Hoelaars-Jordano 

 -7- Shannara Burgess 
  Rick Cummings 
  Joshua Wright 

 -8- Alyssa Sornson 

 -9- Greg Umstead 
  Joe Waisanen 

-10- Bruce Smallwood 

-11- Ivan Johnson 
  Tyler Morse 
  David Paswater 
  Robin Ross 

-12- Ashley Low 
  Don Matson 
  Amy Newberg 
  Allen Pollard 
  Margaret Simmons 
  Christina Smith 
  Jim Yates 

-14- Megan Carr 

-15- Ron Schultz 
  John Smith 

-16- Keagan Heckman 
  Ron Schroeder 

-17- Fred Nahhat 

-18- Betsy Holden 
  Zach Rondot 

-19- Randy Riggs 

-20- Barry Budnar 
  Elizabeth Kincannon 
  Frank Rashid 
  Adam Richards 
  Garry Seizert 
  James Truesdell 

-22- Elizabeth Malama 
  Robert Solomon 
  Natasha Zryd 

-24- Peter Bilovus 
  Noelle Gregory 

-25- Alex Berard 
  Tom Nielsen 
  Ralph Northrup, Jr. 

-26- Bonnie Barber 
  Geneva Grady 
  Nancy Schuman 

-27- Amber Evans 
  Laura Walch 

-29- Violet Brewster 
  Benjamin Huber 
  Dick LaCombe 
  Melanie Limer 
  Joe Rhoades 

-30- Charles Kroell 
  Mason Smith 

-31- Tom Dunstan 
  Jill Ex 
  Bill Rossbach 
  Cindy Vandermark 

Please note:  If you don’t see your name 
on our birthday list, please let us know!  
We may not have your birthday in our 
data base.   



PAGE 15 CHURCH LIFE DECEMBER 2009 



PAGE 16 CHURCH LIFE DECEMBER 2009 

Celebrate the 
Christmas Season 

at Royal Oak First 
United Methodist Church 

Sunday, December 13th, at 4 p.m. 
55th Annual Feast of Carols  
              Music of the holiday season 

Thursday, December 24 – Christmas Eve  
  7:00 p.m. – Family Worship/Children’s Pageant 
                     (nursery care provided) 
10:00 p.m. – Traditional Candlelight Service 

Every Saturday 
5:30 p.m. – Saturday Night Worship (casual) 

Every Sunday  
  9:15 a.m. – Worship & Children’s Church 
11:00 a.m. – Worship & Church School 

 
 

56th Annual Feast of Carols 
Sunday, Dec. 13, 4 p.m. 

Join us for this annual event as we fill the Sanctuary 
with sounds of the holiday season.  All the groups from 
the music ministry will be providing some of your 
favorite music as we usher in the Advent and Christmas 
season.  As always, this is a program which helps 
support our summer camp for youth in grades 3-12.  A 
free-will offering will be received to continue providing 
our youth with fellowship, music, study and building 
friendships that last for years.  Mark your calendars now 
and plan to bring your neighbors and family to this 
wonderful celebration of Christ’s birth through the gift of 
music. 
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