
Morning’s Arising 
It’s not too early.  
Not really.  Tables 
set in the hallway 
with an array of 
donut holes and 
pretty-good coffee 
coax you in.  The 
chapel’s arranged 
with a chair of your 

choosing: folding-cushioned for the 
adventurous; parlor straight-back for 
conventional-sitters, a few pews for 
the traditional and those who like to 
spread their stuff out.  Simple.  
Relaxed.  Respectful.  Worshipful.  

Music speaks, tones usher you in 
– coffee in-hand.  A welcome and a 
smile and a few lines of song.  And 
you’re carried along in a comfortable 
time of meditation, prayer, and even 
sometimes laughter.  Words in the 
printed order are common; you don’t 
have to decipher churchese.  Or even 
pretend you know it.   

Sermon?  It’s the Reflection.   

Offering?  It’s Gifts for God to 
Change the World. 

Music is easy.  Sing it.  Listen to 
it.  Piano, guitar sometimes, other 
instruments sometimes, too. 

We are together.  Worshiping, 
greeting, sitting next to someone – not 
a vacant (I mean waiting) seat. 

Then worship is over and more 
coffee and donut holes and 
conversation.  And the early ones 
who’ve come for the next worship are 
happily finding opportunity for the 
fare. 

8:30 a.m. for now.  Back to 9:15 
later in September. 

Who knows?  Perhaps 
something’s arising that’s going to 
shine. 

Happy summer. 

Grace and peace, 

 

 

Rev. John Hice 
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Thanks to my church family and to Rev. 
Hice and Brian Wright for your prayers, 
your cards, and telephone calls.  I’m 
feeling better and have finished my 
radiation treatments.  I hope it won’t be 

too long before I get my strength back. 

Thanks again, 
��������	
��  

��������  

Dear Ones, 

What a happy day it was when I received your card 
with all the names and the greetings.  I felt as if I was 
right back at a church gathering. 

I think I am correct in thinking you have a new 
minister – always changes going on.  I am now 94 years 
old – still getting around on my own power with the use 
of a cane. 

It is very summer-like here (Baltimore) but has not 
been too hot as yet.  Summer does come sooner than in 
Michigan.  I have one grandchild (Emma) and she is 
growing up so fast.  She will be in grade 5 next year.  She 
reads a great deal and keeps all of us on our toes.  Paul is 
taking her to Michigan some time this summer but will 
be at a summer home someplace on the Lake Michigan 
side of the state. 

I am very comfortable at The Springwell Home – it 
was called The Wesley when I came.  It has been sold to 
a new company but not many changes have been made. 

Is there still a class that meets once a week at the 
church?  I always enjoyed it when I was attending it. 

Again, my thanks for sending me your lovely card 
with all the names on it.  Mail from Michigan always 
helps to make my day.  Your card is hanging on my wall 
– a wonderful reminder of Michigan. 

Best wishes to all and God bless you. 

Love, 
�
����������  
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The faith community of Royal Oak First extends 
sympathy to the family and friends of: 

Don Winslow, brother of Janet Sayranian, 6/22 
Bud Barney, step-father of Randy Riggs, 6/29 
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Shaelyn Rileigh Simms, daughter of Beth & Josh 

Simms 

 

��������������������������������������������� ���
Carter James Dresden, son of Heather & 
Michael Dresden, 6/13 

 

 

PEOPLE IN  
THE CHURCH 

New in the Library 
“The Bible Experience –  

The Complete Bible” on 79 CD’s 
This dramatic reading of 

both old and new testaments is 
done by award-winning actors, 
musicians, and clergy including 
Blair Underwood, Cicely Tyson, 
Cuba Gooding, Jr. and Denzel 
Washington.  The reading, sound effects and 
background music make the Bible come alive!  This 
audio Bible is “Today’s New International Version” 
and will be enjoyed by those with visual difficulties or 
anyone who wants to experience the Bible in a new and 
meaningful way.  There are 79 CD’s and a bonus DVD 
about the making of this project.  The CD’s list which 
chapters are on each disk so you can find particular 
passages or all.  They are all contained in a zippered 
carrying case.  It’s truly a grand experience to listen to 
this Bible and it will enhance your understanding. 
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Wed, Aug 12  All Youth Pizza Party in the air 

conditioned Parlor at 7 p.m. Bring a friend.  
Wed, Aug 26 Middle school Party in the Air Conditioned 

Parlor 7 p.m. Bring a friend and your Wii skills.  
Sat, Sept. 19  Back to School party in the Youth Room at 

7 p.m. 
 

 

 

Choir Camp 
Our theme for 2009 is “Give Us This 
Day” and over 100 campers and staff are 
studying The Lord’s Prayer while taking 
part in the usual array of activities 
including Olympic team events, 

campfires, choir rehearsals, and don’t forget the fun on 
the waterslide!  Again this year, children and youth in 
grades 3-12 join together for a week in the woods to 
deepen their relationships with God and one another. 

Choir Tour 
After putting the final touches on our music at camp, 

a group of Angelus Choir members will be heading to 
northern Michigan on August 7-9 to sing and enjoy 
summer in Michigan.  Our tour officially starts on 
Thursday, August 6, with a performance at Chelsea 
Retirement Village, and then on Friday morning we head 
north for a campus tour of Central Michigan University.  
From there our destination will be the Petoskey area with 
stops planned at Sleeping Bear Dunes and Lake Louise 
Conference Center.  We will also perform at a Petoskey 
retirement center before returning home on Sunday.  
Please keep us in your prayers as we travel and take our 
musical ministry around the state. 

Block Party 
You will have an opportunity to see many of our 

talented youth at the All-Church Block Party on Sunday, 
September 13, following the 10 a.m. worship service.  
Talent show acts from camp, music from Choir Tour and 
more will be performed on the front lawn to share our 
music with the community as well as to serve as a 
reminder to support Music Guild and their efforts to build 
our music program. 

Fall Start-up 
Keep watching for news about Holy COW and choir 

schedules coming up in the fall.  Following our activity-
filled summer, we’re looking at an exciting lineup of fall 
programs. 

 

 

Wed, Aug 12—All Youth Pizza Party in the air 
conditioned Parlor at 7 p.m.. Bring a friend.  

Wed, Aug 26—Backyard Blast at 
Jennifer Semivan’s pool at 7 p.m.  
Bring a friend and a towel! 

Sat, Sept. 19—Back to School party in the Youth Room 
at 7 p.m. 
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Youth Choir News 

High School News  Middle School News  
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Mission Spotlight 
Missions has taken the opportunity this 

month to discuss two additional areas of 
outreach that we have committed to as a 
church. "My brothers, what use is it for a man to say he 
has faith when he does nothing to show it? Can that faith 
save him? Suppose a brother or a sister is in rags with not 
enough food for the day, and one of you says, 'Good luck 
to you, keep yourselves warm, and have plenty to eat', but 
does nothing to supply their bodily needs, what is the 
good of that? So with faith; if it does not lead to action, it 
is in itself a lifeless thing."  (James 2:14-17). 

We have pledged to commit $1000 to the Michigan 
Christian Advocate.  This publication, founded in 1873, is 
especially for Michigan United Methodists.  It is 
published monthly utilizing support from the Detroit and 
West Michigan Conferences of The United Methodist 
Church, and provides news from their churches   The 
Michigan Christian Advocate includes articles regarding 
new appointments, calls for prayer at a national and 
global level, regular coverage of social justice issues and 
ministries, two kinds of Bible study in each issue, 
information on community needs and how United 
Methodists can meet them and opportunities and updates 
on service across the nation and world. 

We have also pledged to commit $1000 to the 
Samaritan Counseling Center of Southeast Michigan. 
This counseling center is more crucial to our fellow 
Christians now, when the current conditions of our 
community, state, and nation are highly strained due to 
job loss, financial losses, and personal losses.  The 
Samaritan Counseling Center of Southeast Michigan is a 
pastoral counseling center where counselors utilize a 
holistic approach in their counseling, giving attention to 
intellectual, emotional, physical and spiritual dimensions 
of personhood.  Locations for counseling centers are in 
Northville, Birmingham, and Farmington Hills.  An 
important ingredient which makes pastoral counseling 
different from other forms of counseling and 
psychotherapy is the conviction that life's crises and 
transitions are best met by both the wisdom of religious 
teachings and the knowledge and skills of the human 
sciences, such as psychiatry and psychology.  Their 
mission statement is, “The Samaritan Counseling Center 
of Southeastern Michigan provides professional 
therapeutic counseling and educational services to all 
God's people seeking wholeness through emotional and 
spiritual growth”.  Counseling includes Individual 
Therapy, Couples Counseling, Family Therapy, Anger, 
Assertiveness, and Anxiety Management, Preparation for 
Marriage, Grief Support Groups, Career and Vocational 
Counseling, and Financial Management Workshops.   

Sack Lunch Program  
Needs Men’s Clothing 

The Sack Lunch program will resume on Tuesday, 
September 8.  We will need men’s jeans, khaki pants, 
socks, underwear, and shoes.  If you are cleaning and find 
items we can use, please bring them to the kitchen off the 
Parlor and mark them “Sack Lunch.”  It won’t be long 
before we will need juice boxes, fruit cups, pudding cups, 
cookies, chips, and monetary donations. 

��
�����������

Youth in Mission Garage Sale  
a Rousing Success! 

Our June 5 garage sale raised over $1,000 toward the 
2009 Youth Mission Trip to West Virginia.  We would 
like to thank everyone who contributed items to the sale 
as well as those of you who came to shop!  The aroma of 
fresh brownies wafting down the street enticed many of 
the shoppers, so thanks to all of you who took the time to 
make goodies for the bake sale area.  We offered hot 
dogs, lemonade, and cold water to our guest shoppers.  
The atmosphere was upbeat and it was a beautiful day in 
every way.  Each person from the mission team pitched in 
to make this a success.  A special thanks goes to Becky 
Ebarra who organized the event. 

 

New Pictorial Directory –  
Schedule Your 

Appointment Now 
Reserve your time now to get your 
picture taken for our pictorial 
directory.  We have a new company 

(Lifetouch) that will take the pictures; there should be 
no “hard sell” to buy additional photos.  The weekend 
of August 14/15 will be reserved for those families that 
have college students they would like to have included 
in the photo before they go back to school.  
Appointment times will also be available September 
24–29.  Photos taken during the week can be scheduled 
from 2:30 – 9:00 p.m. to fit work schedules, and on 
Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.  You can reserve 
time yourself through the church web site or sign up 
during Fellowship times July 26, August 2, and 
September 13 & 20.  If you would be willing to help out 
by either registering appointments during Fellowship 
Times or by being a host when the pictures are taken, 
please let the church office know.  We can use all the 
help we can get! 
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Ministry Opportunities Abound 
Do you feel called to work with our Christian Education Program?  Although we have many volunteers already 

involved, a few more are needed to give us a full staff of leaders.  Together, we will provide increasingly better 
leadership as we serve each other and the local community.   

WANTED/NEEDED 
� Middle School Youth Coordinators - 4 adults (2 couples?) 

We need leaders who will build relationships with middle school students and the teachers who work with them.  
Visibility on Sundays and/or Wednesdays is important.  Essential tasks include giving direction to event 
volunteers and communicating distant plans through the newsletter.  Shared leadership among 4 adults allows for 
personal time off and a team atmosphere.  

� High School Youth Coordinators - 2 adults (working with 2 existing volunteers) 
We need leaders who will build relationship with high school students and the teachers who work with them.  
Visibility on Sundays and/or Wednesdays is important.  Essential tasks include giving direction to event 
volunteers and communicating distant plans through the newsletter.  Shared leadership among 4 adults allows for 
personal time off and a team atmosphere.  

� Children’s Ministry Coordinators  - 4 adults (2 couples?) 
We need leaders who can build relationship with children and their parents through interactions with Sunday 
School, Holy COW, and Parents’ Night Out.  This team would plan special events such as Halloween 
“Spooktacular” games, ADVENT-ure, and Vacation Bible School.  

� Holy COW (Wednesday evening) Support Teams  
· Security Team – We need a team of people to welcome guests, manage the sign-in/sign-out process, and observe 

all who wander the building.  
· Clean-up Team – We need a team of people to help existing volunteers clean up after the Holy COW meal. 

(Recycled paper plates makes this an easier, quicker job.) 
· Cooks – We need additional cooks to build a longer rotation of cooks (12 is ideal).  You can choose the meal or 

cook from our menu.  All expenses are reimbursed.  Meet Robin Richardson on Wednesday, September 16, 
after Holy COW dinner. 

· Dessert Providers – We missed the desserts last year.  Let’s bring them back.  We need several volunteers to 
provide dessert one week per month.  

1st Wednesday – Birthday Cake (one large Costco cake.)  
2nd Wednesday – Cookies (3 dozen each by 2 volunteers) 
3rd Wednesday – Cupcakes (3 dozen each by 2 volunteers) 
4th Wednesday – Brownies (3 dozen each by 2 volunteers) 
5th Wednesday – Ice Cream/Ice Cream Sandwiches  

(3 dozen each by 2 volunteers) 

� Adult classes need additional teachers/facilitators.  Our goal is to 
have 2 adult class times on Wednesdays  (6:30-7:30 and 7:45-
8:45).  If you are willing to lead at one or both of these times, 
please let us know.  
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Holy COW (Church On Wednesday)  
is Back with Something for Everyone! 

Holy COW will begin again on 
Wednesday, September 16 with 5:30 
Chicken Shack Dinner for all, 6:00 classes 
for children, youth, and confirmation, and 
6:30 adult class that follows the 
“NOOMA” video discussion starters.  
Adults, we will also gather your thoughts 
about upcoming study topics. 

Everyone is welcome at Holy COW: 
¨ Preschool and Kindergarten students are taught by 

Judy Friedman and Peggy Gill.  Amy Rhoades leads 
music. 

¨ 1st, 2nd, and 3rd graders are taught by Willa 
Cummings.  Jennifer Semivan leads Choir. 

¨ 4th and 5th graders are taught by Patty DeTavernier.  
Jennifer Semivan leads Choir. 

¨ Middle School students are lead by Kris Hanstrom.  
Jennifer Semivan leads Choir. 

¨ Confirmation Class is lead by Rev. John Hice and 
Josh Wright.  Jennifer Semivan leads Choir.  

¨ High School Youth Group is lead by Laurie 
O’Donnell, Trish Lambert, and many special guests.  

¨ Adult Classes will be lead by a series of teachers/
facilitators including Richard Gibson, Bill Bond, and 
John Wagster.   

Watch the Sunday bulletin for the newest information. 

Bible Sunday is September 27 
Bible Friends are needed for Bible Sunday, 

September 27 at the 11:00 service.  Bible 
Friends give 3rd grade students their “First 
Bible”.  They also have opportunities to 
help students learn to find verses and to 
share favorite passages.  You can let us 
know you are available to participate in 
this important ministry by filling out a 
“Best Week Ever” card, signing up in the office, or by 
contacting Brian Wright (248-541-4100 or 
BWright@rofum.org).  Let’s show these precious 
students that the Bible is important to us. 

 

 

 

 

 

Disciple: Becoming Disciples  
Through Bible Study  

Sign up in the church office by Sunday, August 2: 
248/541-4100 or e-mail: office@rofum.org.  We must 
have 10 people signed up in order to hold the class.  As of 
this printing we only have 4 people. 

Is this the year God is calling you more deeply into 
the Scriptures and into a closer personal relationship?  
You are invited to join Rev. John and Laura Hice as we 
listen together for God's timeless and personal message 
for ourselves and our world!   

Prerequisites?  
There are no prerequisites for "Disciple I."  It does not 
matter what your Bible study experience is, or is not!  
There is no time like the present. 

Format 
Disciple is a 34-week study (most of the school-year), 
with daily homework (about 40 min.) and a two-hour 
class period each week.  If you make the commitment, 
this will make a difference in your life. 

Orientation date 
Sunday, August 23 at 6:00 p.m.  At this session, you 
will be able to pick up a study manual and study Bible, 
meet your classmates, and learn what to expect.  You 
may begin your daily homework the following 
Sunday. 

First class date (and day/time for the rest) 
August 30 – Sunday, 6:00 pm. to 8:00 p.m. (Have 
your material read/prepared) 

Dates we will not meet: 
December 27  (between Christmas and New Year's 
Day) 
April 4, 2010  (Easter)  

Ending date:  May 2.  Your attendance at the last two 
dates is especially important, so please schedule them in. 

Cost of Texts:  
$33 Study Manual 
$24 Study New Interpreter’s Bible  
       (New Revised Standard Version) paperback 
$57 Total 

For more information, please see  
http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/DynamicContent.aspx?
pageid=204&id=17 

We look forward to exploring God's Word together 
and getting to know each other along the journey! 

In Christ's amazing grace and love, 
���
�����	��������



Shawl Ministry Happenings 
Shawl Ministry group, sponsored by United 

Methodist Women, has been meeting since January, 
2006.  Our mission is to minister to people in need of 

various kinds of support for diverse life 
situations.  Since our beginning, members 
have dedicated and donated hundreds of 
prayer shawls, scarves, hats, and blankets 
to those in need of loving comfort. 

At our May UMW meeting, our speaker was Jean 
Isaacson from Clawson United Methodist Church.  She 
described their ongoing program of “Infant Layettes” 
that their church has taken on as a community mission 
for many years.  They have contributed countless layettes 
over the years to necessary recipients. 

In January, 2009, Shawl Ministry began creating 
infant blankets in order to contribute to the Clawson 
Church’s program.  At the May UMW meeting we were 
able to present 68 of these items to Jean!  As chairperson 
of Shawl Ministry, I am proud and thrilled at the 
generous achievement of our members and others who 
likewise contributed to the project. 

Our group meets in the Parlor from 1-3 p.m. on the 
second and fourth Thursday of the month throughout the 
year.  If you are interested in joining in on this ministry 
of caring, you are cordially welcome! 

������������

Holiday Bazaar 
Saturday & Sunday, October 17 & 18 
Features of the Bazaar include 

Boutique Shops as well as a bakery 
loaded with homemade goods, 
jellies and jams.  For those of you 
who purchased the ‘Butter Braid” 
coffee cakes this spring and are interested in ordering 
more, that service will be available during the Bazaar.  A 
delightful luncheon will also be served for a nominal 
charge. 

We are asking for generous support from all of our 
church family as we continue to strive to raise funds for 
our mission outreach programs and obligations.  If you 
are interested in donating knit and crocheted items, craft 
items, and baked goods, please contact Mary Nahhat.   
Also, if you are interested in serving as a worker during 
this time or have questions, you may call Mary with this 
information.  Deadline for donated items is Sunday, 
October 4.  Deadline for baked goods is 9a.m. on Friday, 
October 16. 

United Methodist Women welcome your support! 

 
Detroit East District UMW 
2009 Ingathering Project 

Caring Caps for Women & Children 
(Cancer, Chemo, & Brain Surgery Patients) 

Items may be purchased, sewn, knitted or 
crocheted (soft fabrics, no wool, please) and 
should be laundered and placed individually 
in a quart or gallon ziplock bag. 

Adult sizes: S, M & L 
Adult scarves: 33”x35” or 35” square or larger 
Children’s sizes: S, M & L 
Children’s scarves: 24” square or larger 

Patterns are available from Shawl Ministry (see 
Mary Nahhat) or you may request patterns by email at 
stanleyd@comcast.net or call 313/767-8365 and patterns 
will be mailed to you.   

Please bring your Caring Caps to the September 10 
United Methodist Women unit meeting and tea. 

We do appreciate your continued support of the 
Ingathering Projects.  Thank you! 
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News for All  
from the  
United Methodist Women 
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Rethink Stewardship – 
ROFUM is Moving Forward 

In the July Church Life article, 
we introduced the exciting 
development of the all-church 
stewardship devotional booklet, 
written entirely by volunteers from 
our church.  That’s right, 40 people have already made a 
commitment by volunteering to write a devotional lesson 
to share with all of us.  Remember, being a good steward 
means we make a commitment to provide our prayers, 
presence, gifts, service, and witness to live a life devoted 
to Christ; these individuals are sharing their time and 
witness.  The theme of the booklet is “In His Steps – 
Following the Call of Jesus.”  That is also the theme of 
Commitment Sunday, which will be October 26th.  But 
first, mark your calendars for September 15th, the day to 
start using the 40-day devotional booklet. 

We are also excited to announce the formation of the 
new Stewardship Steering Committee.  The Steering 
Committee is comprised of the Church Council members.  
That means that beyond the members of the Stewardship 
Committee itself, we have many more church members 
who have made a commitment to stewardship and to the 
rethinking of what stewardship means.  The excitement is 
building. 

Even beyond the Stewardship Committee and the 
Steering Committee, we will also have a large number (up 
to 60) of Stewardship Captains.  In fact, you may be 
asked to join the excitement by being a Stewardship 
Captain!  Captains will participate in a brief training 
session on October 4 after the 11 a.m. worship service 
and will receive names of a small handful of ROFUM’s 
congregation to invite to Commitment Sunday.  We know 
that you will want to be part of this special group of 
Captains and will enthusiastically say “yes” when 
contacted.  If you already believe that you are called to 
serve as a Captain, please go ahead and volunteer by 
contacting either Liz Wright or Paul Perkins.  Have any 
questions or comments?  Please feel free to call on Liz 
and Paul as well. 

In the meantime, think about what it means to you to 
be a steward through your prayers, presence, gifts, 
service, and witness.  What have you done to follow the 
call of Jesus?  What will you do to follow Jesus’ call to 
service? 

“Be dressed ready for service.”  (Luke 12:35) 

May God’s love touch you every day. 

�� !��"��#��$���%�&���������

From the Volunteer Coordinator... 
Looking to get back in the swing of things at church 

but don’t know where to start?  Do you feel God calling 
you to service but you’re not sure what direction God 
wants you to go? 

There are many ways that I can help you out.  I have 
information, surveys, and even a spiritual gifts inventory 
you can take.  If you’re looking to get started in Christian 
service or want to find a new direction, call me at the 
church (I’m in the office Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday) or send an email to jwright@rofum.org.  I’ll help 
point you in the right direction. 

�����'������

We’re Looking for Friendly Faces 
at Fellowship Time 

We are looking to add more leaders and helpers to 
our coffee hour teams.  We currently need people to lead 
the teams working on the 3rd and 4th weeks after the 9:15 
worship service.  You don’t want to lead?  Volunteer as a 
helper!  It’s a once a month commitment.  We can also 
add you to a list of substitutes that team leaders can call 
upon when they are short of helpers.  For more 
information or to volunteer, please contact Lesa Nielsen. 

 

Seven on Seventh 
The Building Management Committee is 
again seeking seven (or more) volunteers 
to take on several small projects around 

the church; projects that can probably be completed in 
one evening.  We will gather in the Chapel on Friday, 
August 7, at 7:00 p.m.  We will have projects for skilled 
and unskilled participants.  Refreshments will be provided 
in the form of ice cream from Jimi’s.  Hope to see you 
there!!! 

Interested parties should leave their name in the 
church office or contact one of the following people: 

John Marsh  
Dick LaCombe  
Richard Gibson  



�
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The other day we were talking 
about Easy Spirit tie oxford shoes.  
When I was young, all the older 
people wore tie shoes; now I know 
why.  They are so comfortable.  No 
heels higher than 1” for me.   

We are all getting older by the minute.  Believe it or 
not, there really are some benefits to growing older that 
offset the negatives.  

1. Things you buy now won’t wear out. 
2. People call at 9 p.m. and ask, “Did I wake you?” 
3. You can eat dinner at 4 p.m. 
4. You consider coffee one of the most important 

things in life. 
5. You constantly talk about the price of gasoline. 
6. You have a party and the neighbors don’t even 

realize it. 
7. You sing along with the elevator music. 
8. You talk about “good grass” and you are referring 

to someone’s lawn. 
9. Your arms are almost too short to read the 

newspaper. 
10. Your back goes out more than you do. 
11. Your investment in health insurance is finally 

beginning to pay off. 
12. Your joints are more accurate than the National 

Weather Service. 
13. Your secrets are safe with your friends because 

they can’t remember them either. 
14. Your friends send you emails like this. 

I can relate to the one about your joints predicting 
the weather.  Old Man Arthritis comes into the life of 
most older people and, when he does, you know it.  Me, I 
just keep going like the Energizer Bunny.  It hurts, but I 
just keep going because it is going to hurt whether I sit 
still or keep moving.  Keep active and keep your mind 
active. 

Remember our homebound.  Stop in for a visit and 
take along a game they can participate in (Dominoes, 
Yahtzee, Rummy, War) or take something to read to 
them.  Perhaps you could send a card to someone for 
them or even just reminisce with them about their life in 
the olden days. 

Love and God bless, 
(�����

�

 

 

 

 

 

At the 2009 Detroit Annual Conference, Rev. Herb 
Glenn was awarded posthumously the Jesse and 
Annamary DeWitt Peace and Justice Award from the 
Methodist Federation for Social Action.  Olive Mae 
Glenn and daughter, Becky Curtiss, accepted the award.  
Herb was a leader in Michigan Council on Alcohol 
Problems (MICAP), the Conference Board of Church and 
Society, Pontiac Lighthouse, and Pontiac Area 
Transitional Housing (PATH). 

A CD of Bishop Keaton singing and playing the 
piano will be produced and sold for $10 each.  Proceeds 
will go to support the Nothing But Nets campaign to 
provide bed nets to protect African children from malaria-
carrying mosquitoes.  The Sount Doctor, which provides 
audio services for the Conference will donate studio and 
production time to create the CD. 

 
 
 
 

Why Do We Recycle? 
Do you know how long it takes items that we toss 

into a landfill to decompose?  This information was 
copied from the Detroit News of Friday, April 17, 2009. 
 Paper 2-5 months 
 Orange peels 6 months 
 Milk cartons 5 years 
 Filter-tip cigarettes 10-12 years 
 Plastic bags 10-20 years 
 Leather shoes 24-40 years 
 Plastic containers 50-80 years 
 Disposable diapers 75 years 
 Tin cans 100 years 
 Aluminum cans 200-500 years 
 Styrofoam NEVER 

The church now has recycling bins to 
help us do our part to protect the earth.  
We recycle paper, metal and plastic.  
Think twice before you throw 
something in the garbage bag. 
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S.A.M.’s  
Senior Adult Ministries 

 C
orner 
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Dr. Nancy E. Hartrick - Family Dentistry 
Kinsey-Garrett Funeral Home 
Paul Kremer – Garage Doors 

Jennifer Notarantonio - Wellness Consultant 

New sponsors are always welcome!  Contact Lori 
Vickers in the church office (248/541-4100) to 
learn how you or your organization can become a 
Church Life sponsor. 

Sponsorships: 
�� Single Issue $15.00 
�� Quarterly (3 issues) $45.00 
�� Yearly (12 issues) $180.00 
Prices are based on a business card size ad. 

Individual Messages: 
�� Birthdays, Anniversaries, Greetings, etc. 

$5.00/issue 

Liturgical Colors 
White and Gold symbolize purity or joy.  Used during the Christmas and Easter seasons and on high days during the 

Seasons After Epiphany and Pentecost. 

Purple symbolizes either penitence or royalty.  Used during Advent and Lent. 

Red, as a symbol of the Holy Spirit, is used on the Day of Pentecost and at other times during the year when the Holy 
Spirit is emphasized. 

Deep red, as a symbol of the blood of Christ, may be used during Holy Week, beginning with Passion/Palm Sunday, 
and also on days when martyrs are being commemorated.  Deep red is appropriate for Good Friday. 

Red is suitable for evangelistic services, ordinations, consecrations, anniversaries, and homecomings; also for civil 
observances such as Thanksgiving. 

Green symbolizes growth.  Used in the Seasons After Epiphany and After Pentecost except when other colors are 
required for special days. 

This information was taken from The United Methodist book of Worship published in Nashville, Tennessee by the United Methodist 
Publishing House and copyrighted 1992. 
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Approximately 12 years ago Rhonda Groh, with the 
help of her 4th & 5th grade Sunday school class, took on 
the project of creating and maintaining a prayer garden in 
the alley space between our Sanctuary and Pronto! 
Restaurant.  At some point a garden bench was purchased 
in memory of Barbara Gardner and added to the area.  
The project lost momentum after a time and, when the 
Groh family moved out of state 4 years ago, the project 
was abandoned and the weeds took over. 

Last summer Kathy Carlsen and I wandered into the 
former prayer garden while taking a break from weeding 
more visible areas of the church grounds.  The alley area 
had actually become quite an eyesore, but hidden among 
the overgrown weeds we spotted a peony bush, some iris, 
coneflowers, daylilies, and hostas.  Deciding that the area 
had the potential of again becoming a pleasant garden, I 
set to work weeding, transplanting things from my own 
garden, and planting a few new things I found.  Then I 

watered and watered and watered through a very hot, dry 
August. 

While still a work in progress, it’s coming along 
nicely.  If you’ve never seen this quiet little oasis hidden 
between the buildings, stop by and check it out.  This 
space can be accessed through the Washington Street 
door located off the north end of our Narthex or through 
the gate that faces Washington Street on the northeast 
corner of our building.   

If you are one of those people (like Cathy and I) who 
actually enjoys weeding and watering flowers, please 
contact Cathy Carlsen.  We could really use your help 
keeping up with the landscaping needs of the church.  
This is not a job that 2 people (both of whom are 
employed) can keep up with.  While it’s a labor of love, 
it’s still labor… 

�����)��*����

ROFUM’s Secret Garden 

Wally Borts  
Vi Bradshaw  
Edna Morrison 
Yvonne Quinn 
Jeannette Safran  

Dorothy Schwem 
Don Shepard 
Muriel Shepard 
Peggy Smullen 

Out of the Area 

Mary Davis 
Ruth Dawkins 
Maggie Fries 
Christina Smith 

Names and addresses of our homebound members are very important to us.  There is 
constant change, so please note the names and addresses carefully.  If you have any 
corrections or updates, please notify the church office. 
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Bill Adcock 
Margaret Andriths 
Jim Angus 
Mike Baker & family 
Jack Beggs 
Karen Belling 
Don Brown 
Evelyn Burch 
Bonnie Case 
Cynthia Cline 
Wilma Cooper 
Eiguliai Methodist Church 
Jay Embry 
Jeannette & John Fidler 

Florence Fowler 
Carolyn Gabler 
Mary Gray 
Leoda Hall 
Oliver Hall 
Gerry Hansen 
Ed Hansen 
Laura Hice 
Delbert Holser 
Our Homebound Members 
Dr. John Jennings 
Tim Koerner 
Adam Loeffler 
Cathy Marsh 
Janice Marsh 
Pauline Marsh 
Pansy Mick 
Ann Moser 
David Moser 

Frank Moser 
Martha Mulder-Cox 
John Olexy 
Ursela Panula 
Russ Porteous 
Dorothy Reeser 
Steve Reinert 
Scott Robbins 
Pam Robinson 
Audrey Russell 
Walter & Vera Schulze 
Michael Sharpe 
Alison Shubitowski 
David Siira 
Nadine Urquhart 
Edna Vroman 
Tom Wurdock 

Julie Barr – Missionary to Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
Email: julie_barr@sil.org 
Phone: 855-16253595 
Mail: Julie Barr 
   ICC 
   PO Box 612 
   Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

Our prayers for God’s healing touch for: 
Drew Collins – 8 years old.  Cystic fibrosis.  He is doing pretty well. 
Zachary Houghton – 7 ½ years old.  He has breathing problems. 
Spencer Lisabeth – 10 years old.  Diagnosed with leukemia in August 2005.  Last December they completed all 

treatments.  He is now described as Leukemia free, but has to go for a monthly blood test.   
Nicholas Oberdier – 11 months old.  He was born with a mass around his nose and eye.  He has had surgery for it. 
Emily Paswater – 1 year old.  A tumor on the end of her nose is being treated. 
Brennan Wadsworth – 12 years old.  Diagnosed schizophrenic and bipolar. 
Marek Werda – 6 years old.  He is down to one medication a day plus his anti-rejection drug.  By the end of summer 

they may be able to discontinue all drugs.  He is a miracle. 

7/14/09 

Dar Heiser - Marines (Iraq) 
Jody Holton - Hawaii 
Paul Kondrat - Marines (Afghanistan) 
Andrew Kostrzewa - Navy (Guam) 

       Dan Lewis - Army (Italy) 
       Cameron Mattox - (Home) 

Aaron Mingle - Navy (Florida) 
Thomas Morales - Navy (Hawaii) 
Jessica Moran - Army (Iraq) 
Kimberly Munzinger - Marines (N. Carolina) 
Kirk Munzinger - Army (Afghanistan) 
Jason Schaeffer - Marines (Washington)) 
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 -1- Doris Hall 
  Christie Low 
  Brian Paswater 
  Ava Richards 
  Andrew Sluss 

 -2- Jamie Forgash 
  Sally Gabler 
  Chris Marsh 

 -3- Bradley Ather 
  Catherine Risley 
  Diana Shornak 
  Barbara Simmons 

 -5- Audrey Leenhouts 
  Tom Schack 

 -7- Virginia Brown 
  Mike Dabney 
  Curtis Notarantonio 
  Pete Rhoades 

 -8- Mary Lou Forester 

-9-  Olivia Dresden 

-10- Rob Evoe 
  Susan Miller 

-11- Quinn Fall 
  Carolyn Gabler 
  Maggie Jones 

-12- Desiree Herrick 
  Dennis Hetchler 
  Patricia Lawson 
  Vivian Lewis 
  Eileen Schroeder 
  Laurie Yarmy 

-13- Bob Bliss 
  Richard Dyer 
  Andy Kondrat 

-14- Kirk Rogers 
  Carolyn Rondot 
  Abigail Weaver 

-15- Shirley Ednie 
  Ruth Porkka 

-16- Mary Smallwood 

-17- Joshua Dubicki 
  Diane Gibson 
  Clay Kosnik 
  Mike Monte 
  Lillian Munzinger 

-18- Kathy Seidler 
  James Standing 

-19- Kacey Dittmer 
  Virginia Hassberger 

-20- Bastien Beaubien 

-21- Crystal Reed 
  Samantha Tank 
  Liz Wright 

-22- Judith Berry 
  Michelle Best 

-23- Roy Best 

-24- Lauren Berg 
  Anna Calhoun 
  Robert Demyanovich 
  Mary Kosnik 

 

-25- Andrew Danaher 
  Marie Dunstan 
  Julie Fenwick 
  Olivia Willis 

-26- Helen Ewing 
  Carol Lewis 
  Mike Long 
  Laurie O’Donnell 
  David Pepper 
  Patti Peterson 
  Kari Poirier 
  Marion Smitley 

-27- Louise Wyman 

-28- Neal Cobb 
  Shirley Evoe 

-29- Presley Isrow 
  Nancy Lorenz 
  Joe Mann 

-30- Jeff Harris 

-31- Riley Combs 
  Samantha Garrett 
  Charlotte Herring 
  Ed Shornak 
  Annabelle Weathers 
  Jake Yates 

Please note:  If you don’t see your name 
on our birthday list, please let us know!  
We may not have your birthday in our 
data base.   
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First United Methodist Church 
320 W. Seventh Street 
Royal Oak, MI  48067-2511 
 
Return Service Requested 
 
Dated Material - Please Deliver Promptly 
Mailed July 22, 2009 
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Friends in Faith 
A Group for Young Adults 

August 15, 6:00 p.m. – Burger Tour Dinner at 
Grumpy’s Burgers & Shakes 
Meet us at Grumpy’s at 230 S. Main St. 
in Clawson to see how their burgers 
compare to all those we’ve already tried.  
Casual atmosphere – children welcome. 

August 30, 11:30 a.m. – Summer Sanctuary 
Shining (ENTIRE CHURCH ACTIVITY) 

We’ll stay after church and order a 
pizza lunch and shine up the 
Sanctuary just in time for the start of 
the fall programming.  This is our 
chance to give something back to the 
church and enjoy each other’s 

company as well.  Bring money for pizza and we’ll 
provide the cleaning supplies. 

 

 

Sunday Funday Block Party 
September 18, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Come one!  Come all!  ROFUM’s Block Party will 
have Fun!  Food!  Games!  Building tours!  Fall program 
information!  Seventh Street will be blocked off between 
Washington and Lafayette for outdoor fun!  It will be a 
day to renew friendships after a long summer!  It will be 
a day to make new friendships with church members 
you’ve wanted to get to know!  It will be a day to meet 
neighbors from ROFUM’s surrounding neighborhood!  It 
will be a day to invite and meet passersby!   

We need your prayers, your 
presence, and your gift of service to 
witness to the community what great 
things we do in our church!  And if 
you aren’t sure of all that we do, 
COME AND FIND OUT!  If you 
are interested in helping make this 
day a success, please let us know. 


