Royal Oak First United Methodlst

K)FUM %‘*“

Serving God, One Another, and the World

Church Life
is published monthly

First United Methodist
Church of Royal Oak

Phone (248)541-4100
Fax (248)541-0192

www.ROFUM.org

Editor, Webmaster:
Lori Vickers
lvickers@rofum.org

Proofers: Virginia Borts,
Kay LaCombe

Staff Administrator:
Elaine Tank

News Reports:
The Congregation

D%e

May issue:
Sunday, April 10

320 West Seventh Street
Royal Oak, Michigan 480671

E-mail: office@ROFUM.org

Church Life

April 2011 Issue 4

So, what do you
want for Easter?

Thankfully, we

haven't heard
questions like that
coming from the
market place, at least
yet. Though the
tradition of Easter-
keeping in our culture has included new
suits and ties, dresses and bonnets,
chocolate bunnies and jelly beans, the
holiday has managed to remain primarily
holy. It's the other time of the year that
people who are not in the habit of coming
to church find their way — perhaps genuine
about seeking the things that money can’t
buy.

FIRST
THOUGHTS

So, what do you want for Easter?

Yet, there might still be something
you long for in your heart of hearts. After
a long winter of light deprivation and cold,
do you need a word of life? After days of
crushing criticism at work, do you need a
word that says you're still God’s child,
precious and beautiful in God’s sight?
Suffering real worry, do you crave a
message of hope?

The real gifts of Easter are wrapped
in the one gift of which Easter reminds us:
Jesus. He lived a life thatasan
invitation. Son of God, he was God'’s
presence. Savior, he gave us connection
with God. Immanuel, he was God among
us. He convinced us of the truth of God’s

Easter Present

love by loving us deeply: racing to us
when we were most hurt, lost and
repulsive. He healed us; taught us; sat at
table with us. When those enforcing the
status-quo of the world had enough and
told him to take it all backr else he

chose ther else Before we loved him,

he gave his life to open a way for us to be
loved by God with a love that nothing can
overcome.

Our journey this Lent has challenged
us to dance the dance of faith in light of
God’s grace. It's tough to do, sometimes,
when you got the devil on your back.
Being sick or wronged has a way of
stopping the music so you stop your feet.
Realizing that you've stopped someone
else’s music can be even worse. The devil
on your back is a burden.

Lent is a wonderful time of soul-
searching. It's a time to be honest with
ourselves and God, to let go of our
pretenses and simply come clean. It's
amazing that when you do that, how much
of the burden can be lifted. Even so, Lent
can be exhausting in a way because it calls
us to face our brokenness and be rid of
obstructions that block God’s blessings.

So, now Easter’'s coming when the
work of Lent is complete. The
obstructions may be gone. Your heart can
be realigned and receptive. You can
dance. That's the gift.

Your present for Easter is Christ's
(Continued on page 4)
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PEOPLE IN 10003
9,
THE CHURCH SR E A
&&S o 7’7 Dear ROFUM Congregation, To my Church Family,
~N
-‘5 Heartfelt thanks for all of the prayers and Thank you so much for all the prayers and cards

‘i 7

\® visits from Rev. Hice and Brian during my

husband'’s long hospitalization. After four
months and one week, he came hone on January 5, 20
He is getting stronger each day and there appeds t
no permanent damage (other than a slightly lessexit
heart). God truly works wonders when we all pray
together. Thank you!

Anne Vincent
R
Dear Church Members and Friends,

| find it a difficult task to thank you, one and al
whom designed and completed this picturesque gigeti
as a celebration of Charles Crimmins’ life, my harst
and father of our two children. So many namesare
to me; for quite a few years family illnesses keyat a
busy care-giver. The rose being centered on oarkw
of art” was a perfect choice. Roses are my fagorit
flowers in my flower beds.

May this change in my life bring me out to enjoy
friends like you whom are dedicated to helping bridg
cheer to others.

Sincerely,

Ewmily Crimmins, along-time member of ROFUM

XRED
Many tousand tuck (Norwegian). Many thousand tkank

My ROFUM family surrounded me when | created
the excitement act for the day (not scripted). dggyn
March 6, was my fall forward day on the choir stémpst
related to Daylight Savings Time)! | had barelygied
bouncing when | was in the presence of a nurse and
several doctors. This episode of drama was page 15
my life of accidents. Many have asked about my
condition. My answer to all is this — “Damage te:m
NADA. Doing fine!”

Thanks for your prayers and concern.
love,

Roger Jolinson

P.S. Rev. Hice told me | didn’t even knock down th
candles or spill the communion meal (spread ouhen
altar).

In Christ’s

[y

received since the death of my sister, Betty Caithpbe
My church family really means a lot to me — esplcia
since all | have left are my sister, Mary Springsteand
nephews Terrance and Henry Campbell. They really
helped us through a tough time. Here is a hugdch
one of you.

Love and God bless,

Peggy Gill

Dear John,

Giving for John Wesley was no pious rhetoric
designed to increase contributions to the churcygbéu
It was a means of expressing generosity rooted in
gratitude for God'’s generosity and a means oflfunj
the great commandment to love God and our neighbor.
He was convinced that if the Methodists would gille
they can, then all would have enough. Stewardshap
gift-full living so that all of God’s children hawe place
at the table of abundance.

Mr. Wesley wrote: “It (money) is an excellent gift
of God, answering the noblest ends. In the hahtiso
children, it is food for the hungry, drink for tk@rsty,
raiment for the naked. It gives to the travelat tre
stranger where to lay his head. By it, we may suihe
place of a husband to the widow, and of a fathethe
fatherless; we may be a defense for the oppreased,
means of health to the sick, of ease to them tigaina
pain. It may be as eyes to the blind, as fedteddame;
yea, a lifter up from the gates of death.”

In spite of the use of sexist language, his
commentary is right on target. There is no gospel
without giving. To be a United Methodist is to &e
steward. Apportionment (Shared Ministry) givingais
opportunity to practice the gospel in a wider artreer
than the immediate community in which the localrchu
is situated. Shared Ministry Giving is an extreynel
positive manner in which we claim the whole worid a
our parish.

Please accept my appreciation on behalf of Bishop
Jonathan Keaton and the Detroit Conference fomgayi
100% of your 2010 apportionments. Your giving was
translated into ministry and mission throughoutdtse
of Michigan and throughout the world. Thank you.

Your brother in Christ,
Daane E. Miller, Detroit East District Supt.
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New frrival

7, On behalf of the South Oakland Citizens

AR - for the Homeless, we would like to say Emily Elizabeth Edwards, daughter
“thank you” for the generous use of your of Elizabeth Malama and Michael
church facility to make the Bible on Edwards, 1/18. Emily’s

Broadway fundraiser for the Welcome Inn day center grandparents are Marcy & Bill
such a huge success. Courtney, and Zenovia Courtney is

Our supporters enjoyed the afterglow after the her great-grandmother.

performance that your volunteers provided. Weivece
many positive comments about the performance, the 17T
music and the afterglow. é‘&

Your generosity helped to raise over $7500. Wé wil D
now be able to extend the operation of the Welcbhme W
for another week and also have a good start fonext M A R RIAGE

season of operation. Antonio Sifuentes & Nicole Edwards 2/19/11

Thank you once again for your kindness, and for the
time and effort that you and your congregationiptd

making this event such a success for our organizati ng cCOME ng Mglmbgrs
Si ly, .
incerely Please introduce yourself to these new membersarof o
Lawra Bolton church family and add their addresses to your ttirgc
SOCH Secretary Megan Bell

Rick & Bev Wright

X0
°@ q% Megan Bellis a graduate of
Central Michigan University and
%M ”ﬂgﬂ% currently works as a Hiring Logistics
Specialist. In her spare time she enjc
bowling, movies, reading, traveling,
camping, and spending time with
Geneva Gradyon the death of her sistétadine family and friends.
Urquhart , 2/7
Dan & Marjorie Welch on the death of their daughter-
in-law, Cindy Welch, 2/9
Emily Crimmins on the death of her husbar@harles
Crimmins, 2/9
Peggy Gill on the death of her sister, Betty Campbell,
2/14
Chris Judd on the death of her husbamdyin Judd ,
2/20

The faith community of Royal Oak First extends
sympathy to:

Rick & Bev Wright both grew up in
Cadillac, Michigan, and were high school
sweethearts. After high school they went
their separate ways, but were reunited a
few years ago and married in December
2008. Rick has two adult children, Adam
& Amanda, and Bev has three children,
Meryl, Martin & Mason. Their marriage
involves a lot of traveling as Rick is a UPS
driver here in Michigan, and Bev is a teacher irake
Bev is a member of a United Methodist Church inagex
where she lives most of the time, but she joinasuan
affiliate member. When Rick isn’t traveling to Teexto
see Bev, he enjoys going up north, camping, ggjlin
football, spending time with family and friends dan
spending prayerful time with God.
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MetroBridges
“Food Desert Experience”

That'sdez’-ert as in
Sahara, notlee-zurt, as in
chocolate cake. A “food
desert” is an area with a scarc®
of healthy food. Sadly, much {
the City of Detroit is such a
place. This uneven distributiofd
of resources can have profound
effects on residents’ health and well-being.

MetroBridges is partnering with a faith-based
community service outreach group at WSU that is
offering a “Food Desert” event for our group onusday,
April 9, from 9 a.m. to noon. We’'ll learn abougth
existing scarcity in Detroit’s food system and seme of
the solutions already in place, including an urfzam.
This will be a several hour tour traveling by branf the
church to the various sites in Detroit. The costtlis
event is $10 ($5 for gas for the bus and $5 foorzation
to the urban farm. Scholarships are availablgn 8p by
April 1. Space is limited, so contact Amy Newbérg
more information.

Sack Lunch Program

We continue to need the usual items: juice
boxes, fruit or pudding cups, cookies, chips,
lunch meat, cheese slices, hot dogs, bread,
and fresh fruit. Please label items “Sack
Lunch” and leave in the kitchenette off the ParlBtease
do not put items in the freezer. If you would like
donate money and let us do the shopping, please lea
monetary donations in the church office.

We are also always in need of “non-food” items agh
blankets, hygiene items, and clothing items (mendk
women'’s jeans, tennis shoes, boots, gloves, bhsaps)
socks, underwear, spring jackets, and warm shiffg) open
up our regular clothing “store” on the last Mondégach
month. Please leave labeled bags of clothingeikitbhenette.

The night and daytime shelters closed on the
weekend of March 19, so we expect our number o$tgue
to increase. And, looking ahead to summer, we f@an
continue serving lunch through the summer as wdadid
year. Our regular volunteers will take some tirfieso
here’s a chance for you to volunteer in the sumifmgu
are available. You can call me or leave a notéhen
refrigerator in the kitchenette.

Thank you again for helping people in our community

Delores Grier, Sack Lunch Coordinator

Eco-Palms

In response to a request from seve
members of our congregation, we are
celebrating Palm Sunday, April 17, witt
Eco-Palms this year. These palms are
native to the forests of Guatemala and
Mexico; therefore, harvested quantities
depend highly upon availability in the
forest. The forests in which these palms residebaing
protected from agriculture and logging becausdef t
palms’ residence. Communities in Mexico and
Guatemala have now been trained to be more sedectiv
when cutting fronds and have adopted other hangpsti
practices that minimize impact on the natural fores
Moreover, villagers are paid a fair price and redealfor
the quality of palms they harvest. Palm frondsase
sorted and bundled by women in the local commuitie
rather than in a distant warehouse. The added job
opportunities and more livable income make it ldsdy
for villagers to cut down the rainforest to estsiblfarms.

The cost of Eco-Palms is more than double the cost
of other fronds, but some of the funds are diretbegrd
helping the local harvesting communities with sbara
development projects such as building schools hénain
World Relief, Presbyterian Church USA Enough for
Everyone Program, and United Methodist Committee on
Relief are supporting the Eco-Palms project. FRiedst
www.ecopalms.org for more information about this
project

on behalf of the Worship Work Area

(Continued from page 1)

Easter Present

presence. That's the power of his Resurrectiast ds he
would not take it back; neither would God. The €&rts where
sin and death and the devil were stopped. RigitethSo you
can dance.

What do you want for Easter?
The present is the presence. Take Joy.

Carpe_Riem — Seize the Day!

Rev. John H. Hice
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S Church On Wednesday - 2011 Graduates to be Honored
Ny High School Pit Stop Sunday, May 15

o . . .
1iIvs ~~aag O the second time, The Pit Stop On Sunday, May 15, we will honc

T WWIVY \\j|| be participating in the Swords
into Plowshares Gallery “Visions of Peace” exhiliti
We are very thankful to have had the artistic |esiip of
Steve Weber. Steve designed and oversaw the dtaine
glass project that our high school youth createdHis
exhibition. Over a 3-week period on January, the
students worked on individual squares that were fhe
together to make the peace dove. Since compléiag
piece, we have continued with creating a displayuab
“the individual rights of the child,” set by the ed
Nations Convention. Our completed project willdre
display in Fellowship Hall on Palm Sunday following
both worship services.

On Saturday, April 30, from 12:30-4:00 p.m. our
group will attend the grand opening of the sprirhileit
at the Swords into Plowshares Peace Gallery inodetr
Afterwards, we will be enjoy lunch together in Hegk
Town. If you are interested in joining us, plebsteus
know. Everyone is welcome!

Our high school Pit Stop meets on Wednesday
evenings at 6:00 in the Youth Room (Note: we wilt n
meet on April 6 due to Spring Break). Our finajmi of
the Holy COW program year is Wednesday, April 27.

Peace be with you,
Laarie O Dounell & Trioh Lambert

2011 Youth Mission Trip Scheduled

As of this writing, we are in the final stages of
securing the location for the 2011 Youth MissioipTr
As in years past, about 20 high school-aged mendjers
the church will travel to a location to help a goan
need. In past years, we have painted, built, lliesta
roofed, cleaned, and cooked... just to name adskst

We have also met many new friends and visited medv a

special places.
Our 2011 trip is scheduled for the week of Jul{).1G

trip, please contact Mike Yarmy. We would lovehtve
you.

The trip is open to youth entering high schoohae t
fall, or older. Remember, the word youth is aestst
mind, not a number. Last year we had a few “yojjdi{
our trip who had already recently graduated froghhi
school, as well as a few who had graduated soree tim
ago. In other words, if you are interested in goine’ll
find a place for you!

N

you or someone you know has any interest in joiong ¢

all of our 2011 graduates. If you or a ¢!
member of your immediate family is g
graduating from high school or college
or are receiving a post-graduate or otl
advanced degree, we would like to
publish your name in the bulletin on tt
day. There will also be a special :
recognition of our high school graduates
during the 11 a.m. worship service.

At 12:30 p.m. in the Parlor, there will be a specila
Graduate Luncheonfor our 2011 high school graduates
and their families. Current high school juniorslan
parents will be hosting this event, which provetéca
wonderful gathering last year. Be sure to put daite on
your calendar (which is filling up fast!) so yourdbmiss
it. Reservations will be taken in the church afimtil
Sunday, May 1. Call to let us know how many people
will be enjoying this celebration.

We will also be honoring our graduates with a
special display in our Narthex beginning SundayyMa
15", Please turn in your high school graduate’s péctu
(no larger than 3” x 5") to the church office neelathan
Sunday, May 8 (Mother’s Day). We would also like t
know the name of the school from which you are
graduating as well as your plans for next year @am
college/career path). Graduation announcementslsoe
welcome. College graduates, please let us knowdhee
of the college or university you are graduatingriras
well as the degree earned.

Join Us at Choir Camp
& July 24-30!

P your child is currently in 2 through

11" grade, he/she is eligible for Choir
Camp this summer. Again this year we
will be at Camp Ohiyesa in Holly.
Registration packets will be mailed out to
all eligible children in mid-May. If you
have not received one by the end of May,
extra packets will be available in the
church office.
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54:—:\_\ Stephen Ministry Moment
= Why Lay Ministry? Why Stephen Ministry?
RN\ 1
%: Stephen Ministry (SM) is based on the idea We want to know what you think. If you would like
i that all Christians are ministers. The to share your ideas or comments with the Stephen

__.41‘

responsibility of passing on God’s love is Ministry Leadership Team: Call or Email Wes Wristo
everyChristian’s responsibility. God has given usgift

for ministry and called upon us to put those difte

practice. SM is a way for lay Christian ministeysring

Christ’s love to people in need.

There is a need, if not a demand for such a mynistr
in our congregation and community: people expeiien
divorce, grief, terminal iliness, job loss/ unempteent,
relocation, an empty nest, retirement, hospitdbinat
loneliness, almost anything life changing thategates
stress. Anyone could benefit from a Stephen Menjst

who is someone that is there to listen to yourlitesiand

pray for God’s healing with you. Often people with Assurance

needs suffer silently or do not request or recthiedevel Christ prayed, “Father, forgive them
of care they really need. With only one pastorpatone For they know not what they do.”
is expected to meet the needs of every persorein th As he forgave men long ago
congregation, you can see why Stephen Ministrpis s So Jesus will forgive us, too.

important to so many congregations. SM will expérel
care ministries of ROFUM by equipping and orgargzin
members to provide Christian care. “Luke 23:34

-Lee Hoffmann

| EASTER FLOWERS - We are offering a choice of spring flowers taca®te the Sanctuary on Easter Sun(’ay,
| April 24, or contributing to United Methodist Conttele on Relief (UMCOR) in honor or memory of a ldwene. Thq
I names of the donors and those to be honored or naiped will be printed as a bulletin insert onsksxr Sunday. I
| you wish to participate, return this form to theuath office on or befor8unday, April 10.

Money must accompany your order (make checks payalftirst United Methodist Church).

Please print all information using_ oneform per order (additional forms are available inthe church office)

Yes, | want to participate!
____ Easter Lily (2 blooms) - $17.00 Azalea - 17.00 Murthi2.00

______Hyacinth - $9.00 Daffodil - $9.00 Tulip - $9.00

____l'will pick up the plant after the 11:00 a.rar\dce on Easter Sunday

____lam willing to deliver my plant to a homeboundmber on Easter Sundayhe church will provide the
name and address of a homebound member.

____l'will order my own plant & deliver it to thdvarch on Friday, April 22.

Enclosed is my donationof $ _ for UMCOR.

This will be a memorial to

OR in honor of
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Music Director Search is Successful! N %
T _ DIIHEET\‘-QEITI\IJTF
The Music Director Search Committee has been hard DUVUUL | == IJ\ LT UINI

at work since September to find that special pergon
can continue to grow the important Music Ministfy o
ROFUM. We are very pleased to announce the additio
of Alayna Young to our staff. We truly believe tiaod
has brought us together, and that her technicllesid
delightful energy are gifts that will take musicaor
church to new heights. You will be hearing morewb
her in detail in the weeks to come.

The committee feels forever indebted to Marilyn
Biery, our Interim Music Director, for her invaluab
direction during this process. She has been im&ntal
(pun intended!) in structuring our search and &omlit
process as well as offering needed insight in extalg
our candidates. And she has done all this while
continuing to enhance worship at the 11:00 a.nvicer
with her faith, musical skills, and passion for iigfal
music. Thank you again, Marilyn.

Jennifen Semévan

%Z%

Our January income equaled 12.4% of our $569,000
budget. This surpasses last year's January ingdnah
was 11.5% of the 2010 total. Itis a great stathe year
but certainly too early to determine our finans@kngth.
Stay tuned for further updates as the year progsess

Jedy Veckere, Finance Chair

% Income by Month

12 .60%
12.40%
12.20%
12.00%
11.80%
11.60%
11.40%
11.20%
11.00% -

% Total Income

1 B2010%

Month  m2011%

News for All
from the
United Methodist Women

Luncheon and Program
Thursday, April 7, 12:15 p.m.
“Boys and Girls Club”

9:30 a.m. Executive Committee Meeting
12:15 p.m. Luncheon
1:00 p.m. Business meeting & Program

Jay Dunstan will be our guest speaker presenting a
program about the Boys and Girls Club in Royal Oak.
We hope to see you there!

Visitors are always welcome. Please call Marge
Sutherland by Sunday, April 3, for a luncheon
reservation.

Sleep Tight, Sleep Safe
2011 Ingathering

Shelters and other social service agencies have
expressed a need for NEW twin sheet sets. Sdtslac
one flat sheet, one fitted sheet, and one pilloeicd&sach
UMW unit will collect and distribute the sheet s&isan
agency of their choosing. We will decide whichage
we will support at our next executive meeting.

Questions? Contact Kathy Riggs.

Pillowcase Project

It is pillowcase making time again. Knowledge
Circle will host a pillowcase making workshop on
Wednesday, April 13, at 7:30 p.m. in FellowshiplHal
There will also be a morning pillowcase making
workshop on Monday, April 11, at 9:30 a.m. in the
Youth Room. Come and refresh your skills or lezew
ones. All are welcome to join in on the fun. Maki
more pillowcases will ensure that no child at Cass
Community Services will go without one. Donatiais
fabric will gladly be accepted and may be placeth
blue tub located in the Level 2 Kitchenette. Kes %
yard for the main part, ¥ yard for the cuffed edugel
1/8 yard for the thin strip. Questions? Contaathy

Riggs.
Church Women United

Thank you for the support at the Church Women
United March tea at our church. | thought the ddss
was very nice and everything looked wonderful.
Eighteen of our church women attended.

CWU only has four meetings a year. The next
program is at the Hazel Park United Methodist Churc
on Friday, May 6, at 9:30 a.m. This will be a ¢oantal
breakfast with a cost of $4.00. The theme wilbbe
friendship and key women (that's me). For reséonat
please call Marilyn Murley by May 1. Anyone need a
ride?
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First ADVENTURES
is Good for Youl!

We've all heard about the benefits of exse,
but how many of us have taken action to
incorporate it into our daily lives®'s hard to mak
it a regular habit, especially if we imagine doihg
cooped up indoors in front of the T\First
ADVENTURES is here to make it much easier for you to
be good to yourself We offer many activities intended
to get you outdoors wheretidudes improve.

Running Practiceis currently underway on Sundays
immediately following the first church servic&he co-
leaders are Wison and Corey HarrisThe First
ADVENTURES running team earnedrirst Place award
at last year'©ak Apple Run. We need you on our team.
Call Corey Harris (248-709-1079) if you would likeore
information; or, just show up with your running gea

Laura Hice continues to encouragalkers to join
her onSunday morningsas she makes her way from the
Star Jaycee Park area to the chushrange to meet up
with her along the way.

We'll be offering anotheRock Climbing adventure
in Ohio's scenic Hocking Hills State Parkon
April 29-30. It's a great place to learn if you haven't
climbed or rappelled before and a great place for
experienced climbers as well.

Our Saturday Road Bike Rideswill begin inmid-
May. Plan to join us from the beginning and we'll try to
increase our distance each week.

First ADVENTURES provides opportunities to be
active and re-energize outdoors in God's amazing
creation. We are open to all adults and occasionally offer
family events.Non-ROFUM members are especially
encouraged to join in FirtDVENTURES activities.
INVITE YOUR FRIENDS! Contact Bob Berard or Jon
Cline or email us dirstadventures@rofum.orgVisit our
website afirstadventures.wordpress.com for more
information, event updates, and other interesting
information.

Scheduled Events
Running Training:

Sunday mornings, March thru May

Rock Climbing: Friday afternoon thru Saturday,
April 29-30

Road Biking: Saturday mornings, mid May thru
August

Spring Walk: Saturday, May 21

Walk to Church: Sunday mornings, Ongoing

First ADVENTURES Spring Climb
— Living on the Edge (of the cliff)

Melting snow signals the return of the climbing
season, so limber up your body and strengthen your
finger grip — we are heading for Hocking Hills
State Park in Ohio for the second year. This year
we depart on Friday afternoon on April"28t 5:30 p.m.
We will arrive in the climbing area very late tleatening.
There are motel accommodations in a small towrfarot
from the cliffs, or there is camping in the staselkp
campsite close to the cliffs. Participants canosieo
whichever accommodations they want. A map of the
entire area will be provided to each vehicle, aaudl
arrangements to ensure each participant getsito the
preferred overnight accommodations will be worked o
well in advance of departure. It is essential that
participants sign up for the trip ahead of timetsa the
logistics of vehicles and accommodations can bekebr
out ahead of time and people get to stay wherewlaey
on Friday night. If you cannot make the Fridayhig
departure, you can still join us Saturday if youndblike

to arise at dawn and make your way south.

We will be tackling more difficult climbs this time
and scout out some additional rappelling opportesias
well. Perhaps a Tyrolean traverse can also bélestad
for a third type of activity. Since we will arriva the
cliffs Saturday morning around 9:00 a.m., we shdgd
able to stake out some good places to have our\ivm.
will leave the area in the late afternoon to arbeek at
the church around 10:00 pm.

For those of you returning for this second trip,
refresher training will be available. For those/ofi who
are new to the activity, separate beginner traimiitigoe
available. Jon Cline has a small climbing wathat back
of his garage and a nearby pine tree that willdzs=dor
the training activity. Call or email Jon to arrarfgr the
training. Sign-up sheets for the trip will be dable in the
church office beginning in early April. A liabgitrelease
and medical information form must be completedmio
departure.

Those of us who participated last year had an
excellent time. First ADVENTURES would like to use
this second trip to reach out to non-church memtwers
acquaint others with the variety of activities daile
through our church. If you know of someone outsite
community of our church that is interested in tgythis
challenging sport, please invite them to join us.
Beginners are most welcome and this is challenge by
choice — we will not push an individual to attempt
something they are not ready to tackle.

Jou Cline
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Saturday Sweep
Saturday, April 16, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

The Building and Parsonage
Management Committee is planning it<Xa
first Saturday Sweep event for 2011. SOfu,;day Sweep
Saturday Sweep is the gathering of
volunteers to assist the custodial team in sprugmthe
church. We will begin at 9 a.m. and will be finisty up
our activities by 1 p.m. Plan to give your chuecfew
hours of volunteer service as we get our buildmtig-
top shape for the Easter holiday.

You may sign up in Fellowship Hall during Sunday
morning fellowship hours or weekdays in the church
office. We are currently compiling a list of sgeciand
general tasks. Let us know if there is anythingipalar
that you would like to do. Snacks will be provitied

Building and Parsonage Management wants to thank
all those who have participated in our past Sagurda
Sweep sessions. Our church and parsonage cannot be
maintained without this volunteer help. Thank yd&o
to those who pitched in to assist when the committe
hosted the Sunday morning fellowship time in Jaypuar

Yot Maret, BPMC Chairman

Does This “Sound” Good to You?

ROFUM is n the process of

purchasing new microphones for

the Sanctuary as the next step in
2 improving the sound quality of

our 11:00 worship service as well

as other events that use this
space. Our new equipment will require new peaple t
help run it. We would like to have at least twople

Mike Seymour as he presents “The Life
Christ” with pictures from his trip to the
Holy Land. Come and be enlightened!

Thank you to our April
Church Life Sponsors

Dr. Nancy E. Hartrick - Family Dentistry
Kinsey-Garrett Funeral Home
Paul Kremer — Garage Doors
Vivid Digital Concepts

New sponsors are always welcome! Contact L
Vickers in the church office (248/541-4100)
learn how you or your organization can becom
Church Lifesponsor.

Sponsorships:

» Single Issue $15.00

» Quarterly (3 issues) $45.00

> Yearly (12 issues) $180.00

Prices are based on a business card size ad.

Individual Messages:
» Birthdays, Anniversaries, Greetings, etc.
$5.00/issue

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
Saturday, May 7, 8:07 a.m.

Join us as we welcome back Rev.

All men and women are invited to :

working the sound equipment at 11:00, which mehas t ~ attend. Breakfast is at 8:07 a.m. and the progrédim
we need to add to our sound crew. No previous begin at 9:00.

experience is required and training will be avdéabrhis
is another great opportunity to give to your chuaod be

an important part of worship. Please consider this
opportunity and contact either Jennifer Semivadoer
Foster. All ages are welcome — middle school agt h
school youth make great sound technicians!

N

Men’s Softball —
It's That Time Again!

SOFTBALL. All men interested in playing

LEAGUE softball in the SOICAA league with
our church, please leave your name in the chur
office or call Craig Sleeman.

~
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Remember{\%l9

Our Homebound Members

Names and addresses of our homebound membersraienpertant to us. There is
constant change, so please note the names andgseklarefully. If you have any
corrections or updates, please notify the churéibeof

Vi Bradshaw Ruth Miller Out of the Area
Dorothy Cowley Yvonne Quinn :
Lois DeVos Jeannette Safran Marion Conrad

Ruth Dawkins
Maggie Fries
Christina Smith

Irene Koscien
Dorthella Kreger
Margery Lawson
Pat Lawson

Ivy Loftin

Muriel Shepard
Peggy Smullen
Mary Tata

Louella Wright
Louise Wyman

Sean Barr - Air Force (Florida)

Dan Lewis - Army (Italy)
Aaron Mingle - Navy (Florida)
Thomas Morales - Navy (Gulf)

' Jody Holton - Hawaii
lh“ Bobby Huneycutt - Army
' Paul Kondrat - Marines (California) Kimberly Munzinger - Marines (Afghanistan
FOR OUB MILIFARY )\ oy Kostrzewa - Navy (California)

William Schroeder - (Afghanistan)

L,L,LLLL_L_J Family Dentistry...

HARTRICK FAMILY DENTISTRY in a relaxed and

’ [ ] ’ l l ] l caring atmosphere

Dr. Nancy E. Hartrick .
Hours by Appointment (248) 549-0950 | Il

Kremer
Garage Doors,
L.L.C.

« Sales &r Service
» Garage Doors/Openers
Paul
(Everybody's favarite doorman)

(248) 543-6864

32609 North Woodward Avenue
Royal Oak, MI 48073
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Apri] Birthddays

-1-  Lucille Evans -10- Carole Harris -21- Mary Nahhat

-2-  Linda Turnage Steve Walch -23- Justin Wells
Connor McCarthy -11- Geoffrey Sleeman Fred Smothers
Cathy Baker -12- Lynn Bryan -24- Larry Watkins, Jr.

-3- Steve Kinney Bessie Johnstone Mary Gray
Tom Wurdock -13- Pat Walbridge -26- Daniel Rylance

-4-  Jason Lowman Michael Sleeman Trevor Rowe
Clark Risley Craig Sleeman Ellie Gilbert
L\(/Iarjorle Su_therland -14- Michael Parisi, Jr. -27- Joe Waisanen

vonne Quinn Amelia Anderson

-5-  Christine Samson -15- Ed Berger Candy Ather-Putman
Carl Shafer Leanna Smothers y

. -16- Lucas Notarantonio -28- William Zryd

-6-  Tim Huber _ Isabella Yago

Hunter Kosnik -17- JanetKinney -29-  Ana Johnson
Lizzie Reed . .

-8- Ben Bowen : Valerie Smith
Marion Conrad John Reid Jeff Lambert
Maureen Lawson Virginia Sleeman et Lambe
Dylan Yates 18- Jane Frentz -30- Karen Glenn

Laura Mutz Carlene Umstead

-9- Dave Holden
Mary Jane Watkins -19- Don Glenn
(SSeIrgld,\i‘,ellzert -20- Jacob Walbridge
J)I’I ‘ga alcore Sean Walbridge

il Paswater Erin Kuznia

Please note: If you don’t see your na

on our birthday list, please let us kno\

We may not have your birthday in oui/m e L13
data base. fZ//Z‘W/V

Trouble growing your business?
Let Vivid bring it to the Big Screen

VIVID DIGITAL
CONCEPTS

Exciting, Affordable, Green Advertising
Kip, Tomand Ryan Tull 248-996-9031

Kinseg-ﬁarrell

Enerafg_ﬂome.gna

STEVAN M. GARRETT, Manager

420 SOUTH LAFAYETTE AVENUE
ROYAL OAK, MICHIGAN 48067
TELEPHONE (248) 541-4400
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EL0T CROSS BUNE

Make this traditional Easter recipe to re-
member how Christ gave his life for you.

What you need:

* 1 can (12 oz.) evaporated
milk

* 1 stick (Y2 cup) butter,
melted

* 12 cup sugar

¢ Pinch of salt

* 1% Tablespoons yeast

* 1 egg, beaten

* %2 teaspoon cinnamon

* /2 teaspoon nutmeg

* 5 cups flour

* Icing

* An adult to help

What you do:

1. In large bowl, combine the
first eight ingredients.

2. Stir in flour, one cup ata
time, to form soft dough.
Knead on a floured surface
until smooth and elastic
(about five minutes).

3. Place in a greased bowl,
turning once to grease top.
Cover and let rise until
doubled (about one hour).

4. Knead ourt air bubbles.
Form six two-inch balls.

5. Place two inches apart on a
greased cookie sheet. Cover
and let rise until doubled
(about 30 minutes).

6. Bake at 375 degrees until
golden (13 to 15 minutes).
Cool on wire racks.

7. Add icing in a cross shape.
Enjoy!

FIX YOUR.EYES ON JESUS

Remembering Jesus’ life, death and resurrection
helps us live with gratitude every day.

Use the picture and number code to fill in the blanks for Hebrews 12:2-3, NIV.

s N N\ N

v,

1. Jesus 5. cross 1.Jesus 5. perfecter 1.eyes  5.right
2. weary 6. endured 2. lose 6. him 2.Us 6. grow
3.endured 7. scorning 3. pioneer 7. faith 3.joy 7. God

4. opposition 8. shame 4.sinners 8. hand 4 heart  8.throne
\. S \J S \J J

“... fixing our _ on , the and

a5 T 7 €23 foah 6
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A1eom Mm013 J0ou [[Im NoA Jeyy os “‘siouurs wogy uorpisoddo yons pampud
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Celebrate Holy Week With Us

April 17, Palm Sunday
9:15 and 11:00 a.m— “Service of the Palms”

R

April 21, Maundy Thursday
7:30 p.m.

April 22, Good Friday
12:00 p.m.-1:30 p.m—
Community Good Friday Service
@ First Congregational Church

7:30 p.m.— Tenebrae Service Y

~

April23, Holy Saturday
5:30 p.m.— Worship

April 24, Easter Sunday
7:15 a.m.— Sunrise Servicen church lawn
8:00 a.m.— Breakfast at Pronto!
9:15 a.m.— “Celebration of the Risen Lord”
10:30 a.m —Easter Egg Hunt
11:00 a.m.— “Celebration of the Risen Lord”

Back by Popular Demand:
Spaghetti Dinner!

ESPAGHETTI DINNERE Again this year, we are planning a

spaghetti dinner to benefit the Youth
Mission Trip. Proceeds from the dinner will help
fund this summer’s trip. We plan to have
approximately 20 youth members and a handful
adults travel to and work at a mission locationdor
week in July. In years past, we have built porches
walls, roofs and repaired many things. We have als
built relationships with many new friends.

For the Spaghetti dinner, the youth members create
a unique atmosphere in Fellowship Hall. The meiu w
include spaghetti, Caesar salad, garlic breaddassdert.

The dinner is planned for Sunday April"L7
Tickets are sold in advance, and can be purchased f
any member of the Youth Mission Trip Team. They ar
also available in the church office. Seatingnsitéd, so
purchase you tickets today.
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