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The treasures of the
Internet are
sometimes
surprising. A few
years ago | had
been at work
restoring one of my
father's carvings, a
dolphin. 1 had

never carved a fish before, so |
searched the Web to see if | could find
any directions for completing the
project. Surprise! | found an
accomplished fish carver in not-so-far-
away Novi! | made phone contact
with him and arranged to stop by his
studio, where we had a fascinating
conversation.

THOUGHTS

It turns out that he gave me more than
advice about mounting a fish carving
and some tips for improving my
painting. He also introduced me to
some important theory for approaching
the enterprise of art in general. He
said that you have to work from your
right brain. Your left brain is logical
and systematic and, well, mechanical
in approaching reality. On the other
hand (or should | say, “on the other
hemisphere”) your right brain utilizes
unstructured perspectives and
processes. He said, “That's why, if
you go to a craft show and lined up the

The Right Brain of God

ten best artisans, nine of them are apt
to be left-handed. They function
naturally from the right brain.” Right-
handers like me have to work at being
creative. | had already known about
the concept of right and left brain, but
this was the first time | heard a
discussion on how it is applied to the
practice of art.

He showed me: a right-hander
(naturally left-brained) is inclined to
start a drawing by creating an outline
of an object, then fill in its details. It's
apt to result in a lower quality than a
right-brained artist (usually left-
handed) who would start with a focus
detailing some part of the object,
perhaps in its middle or principle focal
point, then work outward. Right brain
is unaware of time as it is usually
measured and kept; while it doesn’t
defy logic, it has its own way of
playing with the stuff of creation. In
fact, the right brain is the very seat of
human creativity. It has a way of
bringing new things out of nothing. In
a world of scientific reports and
operations manuals and newspapers
and other news media that present the
facts as facts, the right brain is that
which produces our poetry and music.

(Continued on page 3)
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& The mailbox has overflowed with your
" good wishes of comfort and prayer
following my surgery. Your calls and

greetlngs have lifted and sustained me.

| thank God for each of you and the blessings yeneh

placed upon me. See you soon!

What a caring church family we have! First, thgok
to everyone who sent Christmas cards. Thanksfadoo,
the many birthday cards | received for my'@irthday
along with the beautiful altar flower arrangemeineg
by longtime church friends. And finally, thanks the
Circle of Care card with the many signatures. We
appreciate Peggy Gill sending us copies of the @erm
each week, and we enjoyed a visit to the housertanB
Wright.

God bless you all for caring.

Dear Friends,

We would like to thank you for your thoughts, presje
cards, Circle of Care card, and calls during Nott'e in
the hospital after surgery and after Patti's f&lle also
appreciated the visits from Rev. John and Brian.

You'll never know what a comfort it was to bothus to

have such caring expressions of concern. We kraww h

fortunate we are to be members of the family of&oy
Oak First.

May God bless you all,

Light Hauling

Yard Clean-Up
Floors Stripped & Waxed
Window & Wall Washing

Call Gary
248-259-6338

{Gary Loeffler, ROFUM Head Custodian)

PEOPLEIN oo 0 0o o oo a. oo
THE CHURCH {3l o '.gaa%a
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We were overwhelmed by the many cards, prayers,
flowers and expressions of compassion by so many
ROFUM friends during Joy’s iliness and death.slt i
difficult to fully express our appreciation. Thanso
much!

The faith community of Royal Oak First extends
sympathy to the family and friends of:

Joe SconzpPeggy Gill's friend, 2/6

Joy Christopher, Chris Christopher’s daughter, 2/7
Ray Bennett 2/13

Dane Runyan Audrey Fick's nephew, 2/3

Evert Makinen, Audrey Fick’s brother, 2/8

Rev. Paul Dickinson Lee Hoffmann’s friend, 2/21

BAPTISM

Haley Anne Bodway,daughter of Amy & Joel
Andrew Richard Schalm, son of Ashley & Virgil

~? sacrament of
8

Andrew Richard Schalm, 1/27. Andrew is the son
of Ashley & Virgil Schalm, grandson of
Richard & Elsa Reynolds, and great-grandson
of William & Virginia Hassberger.

Kinseu-Gu rrell

Enerae_ﬂome. gﬂﬂ

STEVAN M. GARRETT, Manager

420 SOUTH LAFAYETTE AVENUE
ROYAL OAK, MICHIGAN 48067
TELEPHONE (248) 541-4400
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(Continued from page 1)
It creates the world of metaphor and truth whichigh,
much deeper than its subset of facts.

That is how we describe the act of God’s creatioih®
universe and all that is. No wonder why left-brain
science has, at times, had a difficult time wittoacept
of God in understanding the origin of all thingso
wonder why the world rushes to talk about the bliogm
of spring and the rebirth of nature as Easter fast-
approaches. Talk about Resurrection — the tramsfoon
of those who were perishable and mortal into person
who are imperishable and immortal — and talk aldests
as firstborn of the dead and this left-brain wdrés a
way of turning off. If you can’t prove it in therms of
mechanical physics, it must not exist; right? Véald
better when we relegate the fantastic to storighef
make-believe in our left brain world.

Perhaps it will help to consider the right brainGxd.
Perhaps, God'’s right brain is how you can imagine
creation. Perhaps it's out of the right brain @fdGhat
the miraculous, the totally surprising things ttheow
your senses off-kilter, comes. And perhaps it'sthat
miracles can’t happen, but it's that miracles aren’
supposed to be all figured out. The truth of #dason is
not just that Jesus died. That's the truth of GBoday.
The full truth of this season is Resurrection: §asu
raised, in defiance of the rules as we know them.

Jesus is not bound; and that means neither areAmnd.
our world is not bound by the constraints thatsare
widely accepted. Easter is God’s announcemerfigcir)
that we arainbound Hunger and extreme poverty are
not conditions this world has to continue to accélte
hearts of the world can and will change so thabld¢ien,
along with economic disaster, war, oppression and
injustice will become things of a sad past. Andnyjife
can change. You are forgiven, against all readtyu
are healed, against all the odds. You are invitaxl
wholeness as you are invited into Easter Faithclvhay
not make sense to the left brain, at all.

My new carving friend told me something else, whath
first hearing might seem disconcerting. Recommegndi
book titled,New Drawing on the Right Brajme said that
left-brained people can learn to go to the riglairor But
here’s the unsettling part for those of us who like
structure and control and predictability: you catotit if
you try in the usual way. You can't force yourdeligo
there. You have to step into a place where itjgsin
simply come to you: like playing music from yourugh
and relaxing. It's a gift, and so is your faitRor faith is
given by God and when you put yourself in a place y
can receive it, it will come.

This is what | hope for you this Easter: Faith.stea
Faith given to you from the same heart that detfied
rules and raised Christ Jesus from the dead. ylfpra
that Faith for you, more than | wish for you a neat or
an Easter basket full of chocolate.

e and peace,

Rev: n H. Hice

Dr. Nancy E. Hartrick - Family Dentistry
Kinsey-Garrett Funeral Home
Heartsmart Personal Training
Paul Kremer — Garage Doors

Gary Loeffler
Jennifer Notarantonio - Wellness Consulta

New sponsors are always welcome! Contact L
Vickers in the church office (248/541-4100)
learn how you or your organization can becom
Church Lifesponsor.

Sponsorships:
Single Issue $15.00
Quiarterly (3 issues) $45.00
Yearly (12 issues) $180.00
Prices are based on a business card size ad.

Individual Messages:
Birthdays, Anniversaries, Greetings, etc.
$5.00/issue

Kremer
Earage Doors,
L.L.C.

« Sales Ir Service
» Garage Doocy/Openers
Paul
(Everybody's faverite doorman)

(248) 543-6864
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News from our Partner Church @, SPOTLIGHT ON MISSIONS
in Lithuania voure Bread for the World - An estimated 963 million
Our partner church, Eiguliai UMC in Kaunas, — [MISSIONDOLLARS LARS] people in the world go hungry. In the United
Lithuania’ has a new Bishop,_ Christian Alsted. AT WORK States, 11.7 million children live in households

is 48 years old, has a wife named Elizabeth, aag llave
three children. Christian is currently the semuastor of
the Jerusalem UMC in Copenhagen, Denmark. He will
officially assume his duties in Lithuania on May He
joins Rev. John Campbell and his wife, Rev. Bonnie
Campbell. Rev. John is the District Superintenaént
Lithuania and Rev. Bonnie is pastor to the VilniGC
and Ukmerge UMC. They are the last two American
missionaries left in Lithuania. All other Uniteddthodist
Church in Lithuania have Lithuanian pastors.

The 14" session of the Lithuania Annual District
Conference will be held in Kaunas on April 17-TFhere
will be discussions during this conference on tikWing
four ideas the Lithuanian UMC will work on for thext
four years:

Developing new congregations

Leadership training for pastors and laity

Ministry to the poor

Global health issues

There will be a Friends of Lithuania and Latvia i@aing
on April 24 & 25 at the Fairview UMC in Maryvill&N.
Chris Christopher is planning on attending thisngéve

All of the above information and more can be foumthe
newsletter, “In Loving Partnership,” found at thighluania
UMC website: www.lithuaniaumc.org.

The Lithuania Mission Team would like to thank exmre
for their continued support of the Noisy Bucketewiffig.
Every month we sent $350 to our partner churclketp h
support them. ROFUM is Eiguliai's only partner ottu
SO we are very grateful for your support.

We are currently raising money for the Eiguliai Bing
Fund. Our goal is to help Eiguliai UMC buy or luLid
building that they can call their own. They arerently
renting space for their church. Rental propertyeis/
expensive in Kaunas; Eiguliai has also been fooreaf
buildings by landlords to make room for tenants wlilb
pay higher rent. Check the bulletin board by tleeagtor
on level 2 and watch the puzzle pieces go up asolect
money for the building fund.

The Lithuania Mission Team is seeking new membeds a
fresh ideas for supporting our partner church. naked
help thinking outside the box. Our group meetshen
third Sunday of every month at 12:30 p.m. in thieraiy.
If you have any questions or suggestions, pleastacb:
Mark Lowman — 248/542-7392
Kim or Chris Christopher — 248/619-9925
Sharon Cross — 248/544-7673

where people have to skip meals or eat less to eadte
meet. That means one in ten thousand househotts in
U.S. are living with hunger or are at risk of hungBread
for the World is a collective voice urging our roatis
decision makers to end hunger at home and abr®sxhd
for the World partners represent a broad spectrfum o
church organizations and faith communities. Brieadhe
World churches help to make our nation’s laws nfaite
and compassionate to people in need by commungcatin
with members of Congress through letters, e-maibne
calls, and face to face visits. Rev. David Beckman
president of Bread for the World stressed thatevBilead
is grateful for increased government funding, nas
enough to meet the needs of low-income familigtén
country. Americans who were once donors to the
country’s food banks, where demand has increased by
30%, are now asking for help. (information from
www.bread.org)

Looking Glass Community Servicess a faith-based,
non-profit agency located in the southwest corrier o
Shiawassee County, Michigan. They collaborate with
individuals and families, groups and other agentties
enable and empower those in need to tear down any
barriers that may cause them to feel alone andtiswl

from the community as a whole. LGCS operates a
Volunteer Taxi Program to provide free or low codées

to people in the service area that have transjpamtat
issues. The Summer Children’s Program provides fun
uplifting and character building activities. Thesealso a
Summer Teen Program that provides community service
based summer employment, and character builditig ski
in a positive environment. Additional programslimte a
Community Garden Program and Michigan Works!, a
Shared Network Access Point to help with online job
searches and resumés. LGCS also supports a compute
recycling program that refurbishes older computieas are
then donated to those in need.

For more information on these organizations, stppur
Missions display on the bulletin board near theatier.

/

&
a&%mma |
Men’s Softball

If you are interested in playing softball, pleasatact
Craig Sleeman or leave your name and phone numbse

\with the church office. j

=
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Vacation Bible School for 2009
So many people missed having Vacation Bible Schmool
2008, so we are bringing it back for 2009. We Wile
both a week of VB&ndVBS Sundays throughout
summer. The week of Vacation Bible School is R2@e

26. VBS Sundays begin Memorial Day weekend and run

through to the Sunday after Labor Day.

Two Sunday contests will help make the summer fun f
all elementary students. The first contest wili from
May 31 - July 12. The second contest will run fréumhy
19 - September 6.

We need volunteers for both styles of Vacation &ibl
School. Please sign up. We need many peopleviate
a rotating schedule throughout the summer andfahfo
week-long program. Contact Brian Wright or signimp
the office.

Volunteers Needed
for 2009-2010 Program Year
Looking forward to next year, we invite additional
volunteers to help expand educational programmity a
team spirit. We need volunteers for nursery, grest
elementary, youth, and adult classes. PleaseadBiti@n
Wright or sign up in the office.

High School Youth Sponsors
We are planning a new series of events to helpgari
adults connect with teens. These events will thela
variety of activities such as: ping pong, wii, Xhexichre,
and anything you might be interested in... We ingite
interested adults to meet between services on conomu
Sundays. Working on a rotating basis, we can octrase
mentors to our youth group, year round.

Please consider being part of this rotating teaidigh
School Youth Sponsors. Contact Brian Wright onsig
in the office.

COLLEGE AGE

Calling all College Students
We invite all college students to attend the Saturd
service. It's early enough to still visit with émnds, eat
dinner, and see a movie or something... Plus, wigeinv
you to participate with your talents. This cante
beginnings of a college group at ROFUM.

High School Youth Events

Sunday, April 19 —Car Wash to
help send youth on Mission Trip

Sunday, May 17— Soccer Game to
help send youth on Mission Trip

Summer High School Events
Along with the youth mission trip and Choir Campe w
also have events planned for alternating Wednesdays

June 3 Drop-in at church
June 17

July 1 Drop-in at church
July 15
Aug 12 Drop-in at church
Aug 26

We need families to host home events or park events
Volunteer by contacting Brian Wright or the chuadffice.

Middle School Youth Events

April 17, 6:30-8:30 p.m.—Movie Night
Note the start time. We'll gather in the
Youth Room to view a movie together.

May 2, noon-2:00 p.m. — Spring Picnic
We'll gather at VFW park in Royal Oak
(corner of Campbell and Lincoln) for an

Bring a snack, srde dish, salad or dessert
and we'll provide the drinks and meat (or
vegetarian alternatives upon request). Also bring
outdoor sports equipment/games for the group.
Permission slips are required as well as curremlicaé
release forms (2008/2009), due to the church office
Wednesday, April 29.

For more information, contact Josh & Liz Wright at
msgrjosh@hotmail.com

Summer Middle School Events
Along with the youth mission trip and Choir Campe w
also have events planned for alternating Wednesdays

June 3
June 17 Drop-in at church
July 1
July 15 Drop-in at church
Aug 12
Aug 26 Drop-in at church

We need families to host home events or park events
Volunteer by contacting Brian Wright or the chumffice.
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News for All
from the
United Methodist Women

Unit Meeting — Thursday, April 2

9:30 a.m. Executive Committee Mtg.
12:15 p.m. Luncheon
1:00 p.m. Program: our own Dr. John Dorsey
speaking on “Partnership of Pediatricians
and Mentors, Inc.”

For luncheon reservations contact Marjorie Sutinerla
by Sunday, March 29.

Mission Opportunity: Hygiene Kits
Charity/Kindness Circle has set a goal of puttmggther
at least 100 hygiene kits. The first 100 kits i
donated to the Cass Adult day program for the niignta
challenged. The remainder of the kits will be give
The Sanctuary. Allin the congregation are inviied
help us meet our goal by donating items for thadmng

. kits. Items needed are: individually
)X wrapped bars of bath soap,
fw\';{u toothbrushes, toothpaste (6 oz. or

< larger), deodorant, chapstick, and
combs. PLEASE NO TRAVEL SIZE ITEMS! Each
month we will be collecting a different item. Rbe
month of April we are asking for bath soap. Theile
be a drop-off box in the narthex on tH&unday of
each month (the same Sunday that you bring yousyno
bucket” offering for Lithuania) to collect the itsnasked
for. If you would like to make a complete kit afyr
own to donate, please place all items listed alioze
Ziploc bag. Thank you for helping us to meet our
mission goal! Questions? Cynthia Cline

Sweat Pants, Socks and GCCP

The United Methodist Women is currently involved in
supporting God’s Country Cooperative Parish (GC@P),
group of 7 small United Methodist churches in
Michigan’s central Upper Peninsula that share rtengs
programs, and projects. One of their mission ptsje
that our UMW currently helps with is collecting sate
pants and socks, sizes 2T through children’s Xhese
items are distributed to the public schools indbetral
Upper Peninsula so the children can have clean, dry
pants and socks to wear. Their current need &t dre
to the state of our economy. Please help therehniloh
our U.P. by donating to this ongoing mission projec
New or clean, gently used children’s sweat pants an
socks can be placed in the marked container logated
the Narthex. We hope to have a good supply ofstim
give to a GCCP representative, Katie Peterson, when
comes to talk about their programs at our Septeifibar

For more information, contact Kathy Riggs, Social
Action Chairperson. Thank you for your continued
support.

Book Discussion Group
We meet on the third Wednesday o
the month at 9:30 a.m. in the church
Library. Upcoming books are:

April 15 — “Not Even My Name” by Thea Halo
May 20 — “The Shack” by William Young

Visitors are welcome to attend our meetings. Baity
Becker for information.
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Volunteer Opportunities

“Mugging”

You may have heard that we have been

“mugging” our visitors for the past few

months. No, we haven't been attacking

them. We have been stopping by their

homes to deliver a coffee mug filled with

tasty information about our church. Our

goal is to contact each visitor within 24 hourghadir first
visit with us.

We have opportunities for you to be on the fromedi of
our visitor “mugging” process. We are looking for
volunteers who would work in the office during the
a.m. worship service assembling the materialdltthe
mugs and printing maps to the visitors’ homes bthe
internet. We currently have volunteers who do timighe
first and second Sundays of the month, but werstiid
volunteers for the third and fourth Sundays, ad ash
couple of alternates in case our regulars can’teniiak
Basic computer skills are needed. If you are és=d,
please contact me at jwright@rofum.org or contaet t
church office.

I look forward to hearing from you!

, volunteer coordinator

It's not easy bein’ green!!!!
Orisit?

With your help the church can work
towards being Green and protecting &
preserving the natural resources God has giveMigsye
already taken the first steps. Perhaps you'vecedtthe
addition of recycling containers throughout thelding.
Late last year we teamed up with SOCRRA (South
Oakland County Resource Recovery Authority) to take
steps towards “Bein’ Green”. SOCRRA has provides t
church with the tools to recycle much of what we
previously would have put in the trash. In additio the
recycling containers, they've also added us tathei
curbside pickup route.

Many of you have already noticed the recycling tzind
have been using them. Thank you! If you'd berggeed
in helping us promote recycling to all who use ¢harch
and to explore others ways we as a church canqgbrote
environment, we invite you to help us create ROFEIM’
Green Team. For more information contact ElainekTa
in the church office. (248/541-4100 or etank@rofong)

32 Years and Running Strong

Thirty-two years ago friends and running partnétisn
Frentz and Rev. John Park (ROFUM'’s Associate Pastor
the time), thought that others in Royal Oak woutjog

& benefit from running. So John, Kim & the church
“ran” with the idea -- and the Oak Apple Run wakasfd
running. .

And it's still running strong.... In addition to ngj a lot
of fun, the Oak Apple Run is one of Michigan's fihe
foot races, featuring a 2-Mile Fun Run, a 10,000dvle
Race and our newest race a ¥ Mile Kids Run.
Apple’s first race, held on a Sunday afternoon, aasile
long with approximately 100 runners. The next year
course was lengthened to 2 miles, later the 10r06ter
race was added and most recently the ¥ Mile Kids Ru

So mark your calendars for Saturday, Ma§},3inhd invite
your friends and family to run or walk with you. akd
Apple participants have ranged in age from 1-90rgea
old; it truly is an event for all generations. Fwoore
information or to register go to www.oakapplerug.or

You Don’t Have To Be A Runner
To Patrticipate!

So you say you're not a runner — don't let thapstou
from being a part of the Oak Apple Run $aturday,

May 30". It takes hundreds of volunteers to put on the
race each year, and this year will be no different.

Many volunteers have already been hard at workthmit
work’s not done. In Mid-May this year's race T43hi
will be delivered! Many hands will be needed tot smd
fold them. In the final days before the rgbéay 26 -
29), more volunteers will be needed to hand out Ttshir
process late race entries, proof, stuff, etc., édm race
day, Saturday May 30", volunteers will be needed to
assist with registration, passing out T-shirts,chking
roads, handing out water to runners along the eguansd
cleanup. And finally, the week after the raceunbkers
will be needed to proof race results, mail out alsaand
help with inventory.

For more information about the race or to volunteail
Elaine Tank (248/541-4100), stop in the churchceffor
visit our web site at www.oakapplerun.org.

Oak
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Visitation Teams Needed

Think about how meaningful it is for you to parpate
in communion each month. It helps us connect as g
faith community. Carrying communion to homebound Outdoor Saturday Sweep
members is one way we can help them stay connecfed| .

Seven teams making two visits each month would April 25,9 am. -1 p.m.

minister to 30 homebound members. Put on your garden gloves and bring your rakes and
brooms. Weather permitting, we’ll be giving the
parking lot and church yard a good spring cleaning.

Remember, many hands make light work! Questys?

Please consider being part of this new meaningful
ministry to our homebound members. Contact Brian

{right or sign up in the church office.

Contact Bill and Kathy Carlsen.

For the third time with Hope Closet!

2009 will be ROFUM's third year to host Hope Closatd it will be Hope Closet’s sixth year distriimgf dresses to
area girls in need. We cannot be more excitedealope this will be our most successful event te.d&lope Closet is
a prom dress charity. We spend all year collecting
formal dresses and accessories and once each g@in
open a Prom Boutique and give the dresses awdyef®
to girls attending area schools. Royal Oak Fgst i
opening its doors to the community to host the 2009
Prom Boutique. Fellowship Hall will be one of theest
formalwear “stores” in the area.

On the evening of April 23 we will move the dresses
from storage and deliver them to Fellowship H&n
April 24" we will build racks, hang dresses and
transform the chair closet into dressing roomsril®5"
— May 2 we will be open to meet these wonderful
young women and try to help them find the dresheir dreams. On May®3we will remove all of the dresses and
racks and put them back into storage for the year.

If all appointments are filled, we will send 720uyg women to their prom — direct from FellowshiglH&nother 20-
50 young ladies will receive dress packages fromeH0loset delivered to their girls’ home or sheltdnd Hope Closet
will again provide pageant dresses to the Cass WNES Cass Avenue Pageant. Please pray that wethiget
ambitious goal for filling appointments. We knowthese tough times, the need for community sesvigreat.

If you would be interested in volunteering with HoPloset or need additional information, pleaseilema, Emily
Baker, at hopecloset@yahoo.com. Volunteer dateédianes are also available at this email addr&$ease, use this
address; the church office will nbeé responsible for volunteer staffing of this @velPlease note email is the best way to
contact me as the event gets closer. Volunteerk iwehifts and are needed in many areas:

drivers to pick up and return the dresses to geo(april 23 and May %)

personal shoppers

check-in desk
| would be thrilled if some other members woulditerested in volunteering with me, but | am alsead very grateful
for the generosity of this congregation and it gfithis space. We will reach so many girls im community.
Remember to stop by Fellowship Hall this speciadkvand see for yourself how great this ROFUM difstewardship
really is. | am so honored by this amazing oppuotyu

I , Hope Closet
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Graduations are Coming Soon!

Sunday, June ¥, will be Graduation
Sunday here at Royal Oak First. On
that day we will honor all of our 2009

graduates. If you or a member of your

family is graduating from high school
or college, or are receiving a post-graduate ogeroth
advanced degree, we would like to publish their @gam
the bulletin on that day. Please limit this todyrates
within our own congregation.

We will be honoring our high school graduates vaith
special display in our Narthex beginning SundayrMa
17. Please turn in your high school graduate’sipéc(no
larger than 3” x 5”) to the church office no latkan
Sunday, May 10 (Mothers’ Day). We would also like
know the name of the school from which they are
graduating as well as their plans for next yeam@af
college/career path). Announcements are also weico

Members in Armed Forces Honored

If you or your son or daughter is curren
a member of the armed forces, we wa
include you/them in a special display f
Memorial Day. Please submit your act
military picture or updated information
the church office by Sunday, May 10
(Mothers’ Day). Please attach their na
rank, and address if known. Pictures
be displayed in the narthex beginning
Sunday, May 24.

Estate Planning Seminar

Financial and estate planning can be complex. sesamembers and friends of Royal Oak First Unilethodist
Church, the church will host an estate planningisanon Sunday, May 3, at 12:30 p.m. in the Parltwpics will
include probate, wills, trusts, charitable giftsddax considerations. To enhance the succeabisafeminar we need
your ideas for other topics as well as voluntedhéng to help make this seminar a success.

While we can't take it with us, weantake steps to make sure that what is left behéndes the purposes we intend.
This seminar will help us better manage our aseetdogical and productive way. The seminar aifo show us how

we can provide for our church's future as we ptarotirs.

Please plan to participate in this seminar eitsaaraattendee or, better yet, as both an attemibasaa volunteer
helping to organize and implement the seminaraddition to needing people with knowledge in atbasseminar will
cover, we also need volunteers to publicize theteard to arrange lunch for the participants. oifi yeed to learn more
about estate planning, please fill out the fornole&nd turn in to the church office or contact J8oyse.

Estate Planning Seminar

Yes, | am interested in attending

Please include in the discussion the followingtefioncerns:

In addition to attending, | am willing to volunteter help make this seminar a success by:

Name

Phone Email
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Finance Committee Corner

A couple of topics crossed my mind this past moH#re
they are.

The If-Onlys

Throughout this recession I've been pretty relaaiedut
the stock market numbers. Not happy, but notitant
either. Until the market dropped below 7000. mh'tlo
know what is so magical about 7000. Nothing peshap
However, that was when | went around doing thenlfs.
“If only I'd converted some of my holdings to cash
July.” “If only I'd...” There were several of those

Then there was the “Sell now before things get wérs
So | mentioned this to my sister and she said “N@1s
her feeling the market will improve, especially trd the
end of the year. So | didn't sell. And the mairilsed bit
over 7000 as | write this.

My point in telling this little story is this. Thé&onlys
generate a couple of adverse reactions in me ansplect
others. One is | doubted myself. Do | have thatri
strategy for my investments? How come | didn’t dee
coming when, according to whichever talking headar,
they seemed to know? Two is the if-onlys generfdgad
in me, that | was suddenly poor and in jeopardy of
starving in the streets.

My solution was to talk to my sister (she’s verydan
finance) to get grounded again. | realize thabuid
have had to pull myself out of the market in Decemb
2007 to have avoided this loss. Further, if | wasd at
forecasting, I'd have much more money than | doland
would have seen this downturn coming. Third andtmo
important: 1 do not need this money right now. foube
brave and do the math on the loss and see wreatliy iis
and decide if, in the future, | need to change my
allocation strategy. Last, but not least, be eraging to
myself by examining what | need to live on and be
assured | really am financially sound.

If you do this and find you are in trouble, therthie time
to consult your advisor and see just what youramstiare.
By doing this little exercise, you will ground yeetf,

you will stop the fear in its tracks, you will bbla to
think clearly and make sound decisions.

Estate Planning

Are you attending the May seminar? | hope so.nkfve
you have already made your plans, this would becal g
time to re-evaluate your situation and maybe learn
something new.

If you do not have a plan, you need one, eventif y@
under 35 and have no kids. No one likes to thivak life
on this planet is short. There is something abmaking

a will that feels like disaster. | know; | had theeling
the first time | did a will. I'm still here. Yowill be also.

Reasons to plan ahead: What sort of end-of-lfattment
do you want? What kind of financial arrangemerts d
you want for your family, children, pets? Whattsair
retirement are you looking to create for yoursdlf@ you
have appropriate insurance for your situation (life
insurance, long-term care insurance, etc.)?

Don't let this opportunity get by you. Come to #éstate
planning seminar in May.

, Finance Chair

Career Ministry Update

From Rev. Hice’s idea to actual
meetings in just a matter of weeks —
the Career Ministry is up and running!
The support from the congregation
has been very positive, as there is a
core group of about ten individuals
that are working on coordinating the meetings and
developing the programs. This steering committeets
on Thursday evenings and welcomes those interesged
leadership position. There has been a good, awliy,
participation for each of the open meetings so fahese
open meetings are on Sundays and are designedtso th
attendance at previous meetings is not necessary; t
program has a structured aspect where skills, jdigss
and trends are delivered. The second half of thgram
provides an opportunity for networking, buildingecial
network and receiving individual assistance in sugach
as resumes, cover letters and interviewing. Please
continue to spread the news of this ministry: safsout
half of the participants have come from outsidewf
congregation.
April's open meetings will be on Sundays, Apriladal9,
in Fellowship Hall from 4-5:30 p.m. We also reques
prayers for these individuals and their familiesimiy this
trying period.
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Youth Choir News

There are several upcoming events in our churdh tha
involve our youth choirs.

Palm SundayApril 5) is right around the corner, and all
youth choirs are performing that day in worshimgalus
and Revelation will be singing at the 9:15 a.mvieey,

and Treble will sing at 11:00 a.m. Be sure to Ipad of
this unique beginning of Holy Week.

Sunday, April 26is a day you won’t want to miss. The
youth from Northville First United Methodist Churetill
present a Musical during our morning worship sesic
Make sure your family is here to experience the
excitement of nearly 200 young people singing and
performing during worship on this day. All youthes 5
and up are encouraged to attend worship and bepart
this very special event. The Angelus Choir will be
hosting the visiting choir by providing a light bidast up
in the youth room between services. Please contact
Jennifer or Craig to find our how you can be inwaly

It's time to start thinking about Angelus Choir tpu
scheduled for the weekend Afigust 7-10 Once again
we are heading to beautiful Northern Michigan. All
current & through 12th graders are invited. We will
schedule several special rehearsals beginning ynavid
will complete our preparation at Choir Camp. Stne
date, and look for more detailed information coming
soon.

Youth Mission Trip Update

The group was presented a new challenge in
mid-March as ReConstruct, the

organization that was to host the yguth

announced that it was closing dowidard economic
times were blamed for the organization’s inabildy
sustain its operations for another ye@he deposit made
by the group will have been returned to the chimgkhe
time you are reading this.

The youth are determined to get something done this
summer in the way of mission work,duy the time you
are reading thisanother project will have been chosen
and new plans put into action.

Upcoming events to support this year’s trip areaudy
happening, such as the bake shi¢ingthe last two fish
dinners and the sale of shares in the mission giroje
occurring on the last weekend in March and the firs
weekend in April. A car wash is to be held on April 19
from 2:00- 5:00 pm. A soccer game pitting the High
School youth against the Middle School youth is\gei
held on May 1%at 3:00 pm., location to be announced.

Rememberg%g

Our Homebound Members

Vi Bradshaw
Genevieve Dodt
Dutch Janbroers
Jack Lawson

Ivy Loftin

Bob & Edna Morrison

David Pressley
Yvonne Quinn

Peggy Smullen

Jeannette Safran
Dorothy Schwem

Names and addresses of our homebound membersraienpertant to us. There is
constant change, so please note the names andselcarefully. If you have any
corrections or updates, please notify the churtibeof

Out of the Area

Mary Davis
Betty Flint
Maggie Fries
Christina Smith
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Monday’'s Mile

This informal walking group

will meet in the church parking

lot at 7 p.m. on Monday, April 13 and meet every
Monday evening for 6 weeks, ending on May' 1®rop-
ins are welcome. Has winter gotten you down? iRkgel
gray or lonely? Want to get back in shape now that
spring is on its way? Join us! Adults of evergag
singles, families, teens, and kids (accompaniedrby
adult) are all welcome.

Our route will take us on a circuit around the pater of
Lafayette, Lincoln, Hendrie Blvd, and Fourth Stt the
halfway point we're only a couple of blocks froneth
parking lot in case you feel the need to head back.

If you have any questions, email Trish Lambert at
office@rofum.org.

Free Camping at Myers Lake!
Friday to Sunday, April 24-26

Myers Lake United Methodist Campground is offering
free overnight camping to all church campers aondeh
who would like to check out Myers Lake. This evisrd
clean-up weekend to get the camp ready for theoseas
Participants are asked to bring rakes, shovelsh thags,
gloves, and lots of energy.

Myers Lake is about an hour’s drive north and veé¢she
church, near Fenton, Michigan. If you've neverrbee
there before, this might be a good introductioa gteat
price. If you would like to just come for the daye
would love to have you. The day will close with a
potluck dinner. Interested? Call Shirley/Neal titqr
Cathy/John Marsh, or Kathy/Randy Riggs.

Patti Cooper-Koerner
Eiguliai Methodist Church
Florence Fowler

Dr. Edward Grattan

John Olexy
Steve Reinert
Scott Robbins
Pam Robinson

Margaret Andriths
Jim Angus

Don Brown
Evelyn Burch
Wilma Cooper

Ed Hanson
Delbert Holser

Tim Koerner
David Moser
Frank Moser

Our prayers for God’s healing touch for:
Bastien Beaubien- 18 months old. The soft spot in his head wasedonvhen he was born, so he had surgery to

open it.

Our Homebound Members

Martha Mulder-Cox

Audrey Russell

Walter & Vera Schulze
Mike Seymour
Michael Sharpe
Alison Shubitowski
David Siira

Nadine Urquhart

Drew Collins— 7 years old. Cystic fibrosis. He is doing pretell.

Spencer Lisabeth 9 years old. Diagnosed with leukemia in Augu3®2 He will end chemo in December. If he
stays in remission until he is 15 years old thely say he is cured.

Nicholas Oberdier 8 months old. He was born with a mass arounddsge and eye. He has had surgery for it and
will have more surgery in the future.

Emily Paswater 9 months old. A tumor on the end of her nodeeiag treated.

Marek Werda -5 years old. He is down to one medication a dag hls anti-rejection drug. By the end of summer
they may be able to discontinue all drugs. Hehisswn little snowmaobile to ride in Alaska.

3/16/09

Sean Barr- Air Force

Dar Heiser- Marines (Iraq)
Jody Holton- Hawaii

Paul Kondrat- Marines (Japan)

Andrew KostrzewaNavy (Guam)
Dan Lewis Army (ltaly)
Cameron Mattox (Home)

Aaron Mingle - Navy (Florida)

Thomas Morales Navy (Hawaii)

Jessica Moran Army (Iraq)

Kimberly Munzinger- Marines (N. Carolina
Kirk Munzinger - Army (Afghanistan)
Jason Schaeffer Marines (Washington))
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S AM’'s O

Senior Adult Ministries O
In our staff meetings we —
have been discussing a book called
“Raging Fans” and how we can
improve our customer service to the
congregation and community. A
recent article in the Beaumont News
told of an awesome experience
there, and how one man provided
above and beyond service.

19U

A male employee was leaving work one Friday night i
November when he received a request from a woman
whose husband had been in the hospital for more3ha
days. Her husband missed his horse and the woman
wonder if there was some way they could get thedtw
the hospital. The employee said he'd see whabhtklc
do. He worked together with the man’s doctor, the
hospital’s administrative manager, security, guest
services, the nursing staff, the friends that tiae mode

with, and the horse. Everyone gathered outsidtuae
100 the next afternoon. The patient was sitting in
wheelchair and wrapped up very warmly. The horse
backed out of the trailer and, when he saw his owne
trotted over to him, put his face next to the nang
nuzzled him. Though this all took place in les@tlan
hour, it was clearly an outstanding moment in mares.
In January, the patient’s wife and brother ran thio
employee in the South Concourse and they told low h
much that moment had meant to the patient, whadrexdl
in January. They told him they would never forgbit
Beaumont did for their family that day.

When it seems that you just don’t have the enavgyot
another inch, much less the extra mile, remembet wwh
meant to that patient, his horse, his family arsdffiends.
Hugs are really therapeutic and help both the gaver
receiver. And they are free! Try it; you'll like

Love and God bless,

-1-  Lucille Evans -10- Carole Harris -20- Jacob Walbridge
2-  Cathy Baker (Sstretche\;:/ Slmr:th Sean Walbridge
Connor McCarthy even Wailc -21- Jamie Isrow
Linda Turnage -11- Geoff Sleeman Mary Nahhat
-3-  Steve Kinney -12- Lynn Bryan -22-  Kristen McFall
Tom Wurdock Bessie Johnson 23~ Justin Wells
-4-  Jason Lowman -13- Craig Sleeman
Yvonne Quinn Michael Sleeman 24 I_Ma?:y \(fvgtykins Ir
Clark Risley Tony Tata y T
Marjorie Sutherland Patrick Walbridge -26-  Eleanor Gilbert
g . . Lori Robins
-5-  Christine Samson -14- Michael Parisi, Jr. Trevor Rowe
Carl Shafer -15- Ed Berger Daniel Rylance
-6- ;lthuﬁer " -16- Femn Bright -27- Amelia Anderson
unterrosni Lucas Notarantonio ?::%a'?‘stgﬁgsmman
-8- Benjamin Bowen -17-  Janet Kinney
Marion Conrad Lizzie Reed -28- Isabella Yago
Maureen Lawson : William Zryd
Dvlan Yat John Reid
ylan Yates Virginia Sleeman -29-  Ana Sophia Johnson
-9-  Dave Holden Jeff Lambert
Sylvia Malcore -18- Jane Frentz Valerie Smith
Jill Paswater Laura Mutz
Gerald Sei Dorothy Schwem -30-  Karen Glenn
erald Seizert Carlene Umstead
Mary Jane Watkins -19- Don Glenn
Kurt Watkins Justin Rutkowski
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First United Methodist Church
320 W. Seventh Street
Royal Oak, Ml 48067

Return Service Requested

Dated Material - Please Deliver Promptly
Mailed March 25, 2009

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID

Royal Oak, MI
Permit No. 33(

April 5, Palm Sunday
9:15 and 11:00 a.m— “Service of the Palms”

April 9, Maundy Thursday
7:30 p.m.(new time!)

April 10, Good Friday
12:00 p.m.-1:30 p.m—
Community Good Friday Service
in our Sanctuary

7:30 p.m.— Tenebrae Servic@ew time!)

April 11, Holy Saturday
5:30 p.m.— Worship

April 12, Easter Sunday
7:15 a.m.— Sunrise Servicen church lawn
(new time and location!)
8:00 a.m.— Breakfast at Pronto®ew)
9:15 a.m.— “Celebration of the Risen Lord"
10:30 a.m.— Easter Egg Hunt on church la\irew)
11:00 a.m. —‘Celebration of the Risen Lord”

Performing Arts Series
presents

Musical Tales: a Benefit
for the Royal Oak Animal Shelter
Sunday, March 29, 4:00 p.m.

Detroit Symphony flutist Jeffrey Zook, along witloRl
Oak Mayor Jim Ellison, will present a concert tombft
the Royal Oak Animal Shelter in a performance of
Robert Spano's "Alex in Wonderland". Also on the
concert, there will be "animal" music by Saint-Saén
Rossini, Dinda, Copland, and others. Performesiidte
Jennifer Bowen and Mary Nahhat, sopranos; Marc
Meyers, baritone; Heather Riggs, viola; Jeremy Davi
Tarrant and Craig Scott Symons, in a piece formorga
duet! This is a light program of music that isesto
please the entire family. A free-will offering Wile
received and all proceeds will go to the

Animal Shelter. In addition, the Animal

Shelter will be displaying photos of

animals that are available for adoption.

We hope that you join us for a fun
afternoon of music for a great cause.
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