
Application 
It seemed like 
everywhere Laura 
and I landed over 
our Michigan 
vacation this 
spring, televisions 
were tuned to the 
Masters’ Golf 
Tournament.  

Pictures of a world that was greener 
and lusher washed into Northern 
Michigan venues that were several 
weeks behind Georgia’s progression 
toward summer.  Manicured greens 
emerged like islands at the ends of 
fairways that took sometimes-curious 
paths that doglegged around trees and 
were interrupted by water and sand 
hazards.  It was a challenging, yet 
perfect environment. 

So we watched (though this is 
one of those sports that I’d rather do 
than watch if, in fact, I were graced 
with the talent of doing).  The best of 
the professionals and amateurs teed up 
their golf balls and, using the 
appropriate wood or iron, swung their 
oft-perfect swings.  Camera operators 
kept their lens on the arc of the balls as 
they lifted from impact high into the 
air and either found their way into 
woods or water or sand or onto the 
fairway – or even onto the green, even 

sometimes hitting the pin.  We 
watched deft putts as they encouraged 
the balls toward the cup either to go in 
or fall short.  It was all so civilized. 

Yet, the talk was all about Tiger 
Woods and his personal struggles – 
whether he was healed or forgiven or 
redeemed or penitent enough in the 
aftermath of his scandal and 
subsequent treatment for sex 
addiction; his press conferences in 
which he expressed vague apologies 
and remorse for not being perfect.  
Reporters all weighed in on whether 
they were satisfied with his public 
statements and whether they believed 
he went far enough in his contrition or 
was explicit enough in his confession.  
It seemed like everyone was asking 
whether winning the Masters would 
give him redemption. 

Some said they hoped it would.  
Others said they hoped he failed 
because he deserved it.  It seemed like 
most everyone was enjoying the focus 
on a man once thought perfect in every 
way now disgraced by his own failure. 

I’m not sure many of us 
understood. 

And seeking to understand I let 
the fixation on Tiger meet the lessons 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Dear Rev. John and Brian, and friends at 
church, 

I want to thank you for the prayers, kind 
thoughts, cards, calls, and visits during my 

recent time in the hospital and continued recovery at 
home.  It is so comforting to have such a caring church 
family.  God bless all of you. 

Love, 
���������	�
�
�

��������  

Dear ROFUM Friends, 

It was so pleasing to receive your “Circle of Care” 
card and to read your names and messages written on it.  
Your thoughts, prayers, and encouragement have 
certainly buoyed this person up.  The doctor has now 
directed me to walk as much as I want to try and toughen 
up again, so it should not be too much longer before we 
can be back among you.  We certainly are looking 
forward to that!  Thank you for the “Circle of Care” 
ministry and the caring by ROFUM’s clergy and 
congregation.  May God bless you. 

Most sincerely, 
�����
�
���	  

��������  

Dear Friends, 

Thank you for the many cards, letters, calls, and 
prayers during my recent illness.  I am every grateful to 
hear from you! 

Sincerely, 
����������  

 
 
 
 

�

The faith community of Royal Oak First extends 
sympathy to the families and friends of: 

Ed Grattan 
June Jennings, 3/22 
Bill Lipka , friend of Peggy Gill, 3/27 
Jay Embry, 3/31 
Paul Jenison, uncle of Robin Ross Richardson, 4/4 
Betty Berrington, mother of Patty DeTavernier, 4/7 

���������	
���������	
���������	
���������	
� ���
Adalyn Paige Sluss, daughter of 

Matt & Amanda, 2/24.  Proud 
grandparents are Andrew & Pam Sluss. 

 

 

 

 
Robert Gavin Isrow, son of Jamie & Robert, 

baptized on March 21 
Carter James Dresden, son of Heather & Michael, 

baptized on April 4 
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�
���������������
�
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Constance Gephart 

Constance grew up in South 
Bend, Indiana, and graduated from 
Indiana State University.  She has 
two children, Lillian (12) and 
Charles (7).  Constance works in 
sales and marketing and enjoys 
travel, books, scrapbooking, 
crafts, and museums.  She 
transferred here from Port Huron 
First United Methodist Church. 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations Dylan Yates! 
First place in swimming in both the 25-meter freestyle and 50-
meter freestyle events at the Special Olympics. 

PEOPLE IN  
THE CHURCH 
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our church joined to learn over Lent.  Three Simple Rules: 
Do no harm; do good; stay in love with God.  Go back to 
the book we read for Lent and think about John Wesley’s 
instructions to Methodists.  These are Bible-informed 
directions for Christian living.  They are realistic about 
human failure and show how God’s grace can lead us into 
living graciously.  Wesley says in The General Rules that 
we need to avoid harming others and doing evil.  
Specifically, we need to avoid doing to others those 
things that we wouldn’t want them to do to us; and we 
need to avoid doing and saying things that don’t glorify 
God.  We also need to do those positive things that 
include being kind and merciful to all. 

Now that we have learned it, I wonder, “How shall we 
apply it?”  How can that study affect the posture we take as 
we enter into discussions about Tiger Woods or whoever 
else is involved in the latest scandal-as-entertainment? 

Perhaps instead of judging Tiger and wishing for 
more punishment, or instead of rationalizing for Tiger and 
excusing his behavior as “typical of celebrities,” our 
response could be prayer.  Recognize that his hubris has 
resulted in destruction and pain for his family, women 
involved in his trysts, and himself.  What if we made that 
a matter of prayer?  What if we made the media’s 
fascination of it all an opportunity to gain and disseminate 
understanding about how to be healthy in relationships?  
What if we were to point out that redemption doesn’t 
come from achieving lofty goals of success, but by God’s 
grace that brings about forgiveness and healing and 
reconciliation?  That would be spiritual leadership. 

The other side-bar story that surfaced during the 
Masters was about Phil Mickelson.  His wife, Amy, has 
been treated for cancer over the past year and so.  In a 
much different way, the recent past has been a struggle 
for him, too.  If anything, the Masters ended with a 
refocusing: Mickelson hugging his wife, who was able to 
be present on the last day of the tournament to cheer him 
on.  They were a picture of devotion and faithfulness.  
They were an encouragement to us all. 

While it may be easy to compare Phil Mickelson and 
Tiger Woods (one sports reporter just wrote, “About the 
time good guy Phil Mickelson was hugging his wife at the 
end of Sunday's Masters, bad guy Tiger Woods was seen 
leaving Augusta National via Magnolia Lane in the 
backseat of a gray SUV, his head down.” 1), perhaps the 
best thing a Christian can do is consider how both offer 
examples of how all of us can be capable of sin and need 
mercy; and how every one of us is capable of running the 

race of love and faithfulness through the most challenging 
of times.  Every one of us can be a goat.  Every one of us 
can be an example.  We all can learn from the failures we 
see in others; and we all can be inspired by others’ 
victories and the grace of God that is with us in both. 

Perhaps the best Christians can do is pray for both. 

Grace and peace, 

 

 

Rev. John H. Hice 
Senior Pastor 

Sack Lunch 
We served a turkey dinner (turkey donated 
by Pat Loftin) on Monday, April 5.  Thanks 
to our volunteers for cooking and serving on 
that day. 

Our numbers are up some and, as usual, we 
can always use chips, juice boxes, cookies, 
fruit cups, large cans of chili or baked beans.  

Hygiene items are always helpful as are men’s and 
women’s jeans, khakis, shoes, socks, and underwear.  If 
you would like to make a monetary donation and let us do 
the shopping, please drop off cash or checks in the church 
office.  We give out clothing on the last Monday of every 
month.  Thanks for your  donations! 

������	�������

Paperback Books Needed 
for Sack Lunch Guests 

Many of our guests at Sack Lunch are readers.  If 
you have any mystery, adventure, history or other books 
that men would like, please put them in the kitchenette off 
the Parlor and we will distribute them.  Thank you. 

(Continued from page 1) 

1 Hank Gola, Next step after Masters is clear for Phil Mickelson, 
while Tiger Woods' path remains uncertain 
New York DAILY NEWS SPORTS WRITER.  April 13th, 2010  

CROP Walk 2010 
Sunday, May 2, 1 p.m. 

The annual walk to raise funds to combat hunger 
worldwide and locally will begin at 1 p.m. at the First 
Presbyterian Church located at the corner of Sixth and 
Hendrie.  The Sack Lunch program here at Royal Oak 
First receives a portion of the funds raised.  There will 
be a one mile and a five mile walk.  Be a walker or 
support a walker.  Sign-up information will be 
available Sundays after each service.  See Kris 
Hanstrom for additional information. 
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Mission Update  
Of the 20,000 students in Methodist 
schools in Haiti, it is estimated that more 
than 17,000 are at serious risk from 
illnesses related to malnutrition.  With 

the help of UMCOR the Methodist Church of Haiti 
started the hot lunch program to provide nutritious meals 
every morning for the children in Methodist schools. 

Today’s School Hot Lunch Program provides meals 
at 93 schools and reaches 16,877 youngsters.  This 
program is so important to children’s health and nutrition 
that the Methodist Church of Haiti continues it even in the 
summer through Vacation Bible Schools.  The hot lunch 
ministry needs some $480,000 per year.  Given the 
current emergency in Haiti, support of this program is 
even more crucial. 

A hungry child cannot learn.  Before the hot lunch 
program was started, it was common practice for children 
to fall asleep at their desks.  Most children have to leave 
home very early in the morning, without breakfast, for the 
long walk to school.  The hot meal at school is most often 
the only daily meal a child receives.  The meal consists of 
a bowl of rice and beans with mixed vegetables and a 
small piece of meat.  Many students eat half of the meal 
and take the other half home in a plastic container to give 
to younger brothers and sisters.  The hot lunch program 
has created an increase in school attendance and fewer 
absences owing to illness, and individual test scores have 
risen.  According to the teachers and principals, the school 
hot lunch program is “necessary for the survival” of the 
children.  Even parents are grateful and thank God every day 
for the schools that provide a hot meal for their children.  

In many schools, the hot lunch program is also a 
feeding program for the teachers, since their salaries are 
often several months late. 

The hot lunch program has had a social and 
economic impact on local communities.  In many areas, 
not only is food purchased locally, but the program 
provides employment for the cooks and kitchen helpers.  
In some schools, parents volunteer to prepare the food 
and, in turn, receive food that can be taken home to feed 
their families.  The program expands in each community 
to meet the needs of children and encourages participation 
by community members.  Parents and the others in the 
community make decisions regarding their schools.  
Many families pay for the meals their children receive 
with a donation of a Haitian gourde, about 4 cents.  When 
the program began, it is estimated that the cost per meal 
was 25 cents.  Today, the average cost of a single meal 
for a student is $1, but it can be as much as $2 depending 
on the area.  Of course, this amount makes a dynamic 
impact on the economy of the community. 

MetroBridges at Work 
In the last Church Life you heard about a rehab of a 

Detroit house in the Joy-Southfield neighborhood not far 
from Second Grace UMC.  The accompanying photo proves 
we were there.  The crew, consisting of Janet & Steve 

Kinney, Brian 
Semivan, Joe 
Foster, Roger 
Boyer, Tom 
Nielsen, and Neal 
Harris, spent a 
recent Saturday 
installing a porch 
railing, cleaning up 
the yard, putting up 

new downspouts, rebuilding a door frame, preparing for new 
aluminum siding along the driveway side of the house, and 
fearless Janet Kinney cleaning off the steep roof.  The 
owners, Rachel Cornish and her husband, are thrilled with 
the results.  Their son, Taylor, pitched in as well and helped 
leave the yard spotless. 

On April 10, it was back to the same area; this time 
to the old Value Dollar Store across from Second Grace 
UMC.  The Joy-Southfield Community Development 
Center purchased the store as it was outgrowing its new 
building across Joy Road.  The ROFUM crew consisted 
of Larry & Dolly Oberdier, Paul Kremer, Mark Lowman, 
Amy Newberg, Charlene Kondrat, and Kim Christopher.  
These folks spent several hours assisting Second Grace 
members with the task of dismantling all the shelving 
units in the store and organizing the remaining 
merchandise that had been left behind. 

Paul Kremer and Mark Lowman are taking apart the 
vault area of the former bank.  They didn’t find a stash of 
money but the safety deposit boxes, vault door, and other 
hardware will be sold for scrap with the proceeds going 
toward the Lithuania building fund. 

MetroBridges Planting Flowers -  
Gardeners & Supplies Needed 

Spring is here, and MetroBridges will be brightening up 
housing at Cass Community by adding flower gardens 
and flower boxes at Mom's Place, a shelter for homeless 
women and children.  We are looking for donations of 
perennials, soil, and flowerboxes that hang from railings.  
We will also accept monetary donations so we can 
purchase supplies.  Lastly, we are in need of your green 
thumb to join us on Saturday, May 22, to actually do the 
planting.  We will meet in the ROFUM parking lot at 10 
a.m. and carpool down to Mom’s Place.  If you have 
supplies to donate or would like to help with this project, 
please contact Joann Smith. 
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Graduates to be Honored 
Sunday, June 13 

On Sunday, June 13, we will 
honor all of our 2010 graduates.  If you 
or a member of your immediate family 
is graduating from high school or 
college, or are receiving a post-
graduate or other advanced degree, we 
would like to publish your name in the 
bulletin on that day.  There will also be a special 
recognition of our high school graduates during the 11 
a.m. worship service. 

At 12:30 p.m. in the Parlor, there will be a special 
Graduate Luncheon for our 2010 high school graduates 
and their families.  RSVP through the church office no 
later than Tuesday, June 1.  We need to know how many 
in your family will be attending. 

We will be honoring our graduates with a special 
display in our Narthex beginning Sunday, May 16th.  
Please turn in your high school graduate’s picture (no 
larger than 3” x 5”) to the church office no later than 
Sunday, May 9 (Mother’s Day).  We would also like to 
know the name of the school from which you are 
graduating as well as your plans for next year (name of 
college/career path).  Graduation announcements are also 
welcome.  College graduates, please let us know the name 
of the college or university you are graduating from as 
well as the degree earned.   

Questions?  Contact Trish Lambert at  248-541-4100 
(office). 

 

 

 

Volunteers Needed  
for Graduate Luncheon 

We are in the process of putting together a team of 
people to put on a nice luncheon for our 2010 high school 
graduates and their families.  This event will take place in 
the Parlor immediately following the 11 a.m. worship 
service on Sunday, June 13.  We hope to start a tradition 
by having our juniors help serve the seniors during the 
luncheon.  Therefore, we are inviting high school juniors 
and their parents (or any other interested adults) to help 
put on our 2010 Graduate luncheon.  This is a great way 
for our youth (and adults) to be a part of this exciting 
ministry.   

The team is coming together, but we need you to 
make this a success!  Dave Starling will be coordinating 
the food prep in the kitchen, and Trish Lambert will be 
coordinating the Parlor.  Volunteers still needed: 

· Adults to decorate tables on Saturday evening, June 
12 (after worship) 

· Adults to help prepare food Sunday morning 
· High school juniors (or adults) to set & clear tables, 

fill water glasses, etc. 

We’re also looking for donations of food items to be 
dropped off Saturday, June 12, immediately following the 
worship service, or between 11 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday, 
June 7, through Thursday, June 10.  Items needed: 

· Fresh green beans 
· Fresh carrots (not baby carrots) 
· Sweet rolls 
· Butter 
· Gallon of milk 

If you are interested in helping out with this exciting 
ministry, please contact Trish Lambert at 248-541-4100. 

High School Youth News 

Cinco de Mayo 
Year End Party for the Pit Stop Crew 

Wednesday, May 5, 6:00 p.m. 
This special event is open to all of our high school students and their parents,  

all 8th graders (incoming freshmen) and their parents, our college students, and this 
year’s Mystery Guests!  Join us for some authentic Mexican fare and fun!  This 
special event will take place in the Youth Room.  Dinner will be potluck, so please 
bring a dish to pass.   

We are looking forward to this event.  If you would like to help out in any way, 
please let Trish Lambert or Laurie O’Donnell know. 
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Youth Choir News 
Happy spring!  We have celebrated the final Holy 

COW (Church On Wednesday) of the school year, but we 
still have a lot of upcoming choir events.  Beginner, 
Canticle, Revelation, and Angelus choirs will ALL be 
involved in Choir Recognition Sunday on May 23.  All 
three choirs will sing at the 11 a.m. service and all 
Sunday school classes will be making presentations that 
day as we also celebrate our Christian education program.  
These performances did not make the choir schedule, 
so be sure to add them to your calendar.  Angelus choir 
will be singing for Graduation Sunday on June 6, so we 
will continue our rehearsals on Sundays after the 11 a.m. 
worship service.  We will be sending out information 
soon on this year’s Choir Tour to Northern Michigan, and 
it will include dates for summer rehearsals.  All current 
8th graders are eligible and encouraged to join us.  Once 
again we are staying at the wonderful accommodations at 
Lake Louis United Methodist Camp on the weekend of 
August 6-8, so all high school students can make plans to 
join us for a great weekend up north.  And don’t forget to 
get those Choir Camp registrations in!  Camp packets will 
be mailed out in mid-May.  It’s going to be a truly blessed 
summer! 

Confirmand’s Rally 
Saturday, April 10, 2010 

By Ann Blessman 
On Saturday, April 10, three youth attended an all-

day Bishop’s Confirmands Rally at Adrian College.  
Once we arrived, we opened with a brief worship service 
in the Adrian College chapel, followed by our first 
workshop of the day with Bishop Keaton.  The Bishop 
opened up by welcoming us, and then he asked us some 
questions.  We did get about a half an hour to raise our 
hands to ask the Bishop any questions we had.  What is 
his job?  Does he have kids?  How would he explain the 
book of Revelation?  

This lesson was soon followed by a lunch in Ritchie 
Marketplace which provided a quick taste of parent-free 
campus life.  After finishing up, we headed back to the 
building for two more sessions.  In one, the Conference 
Youth leaders spoke to us; they depicted their latest 
charity called SPLASH, which was a campaign to provide 
clean water to the one billion people who don’t have 
access to it on Earth.  After this impressive presentation, 
we headed back to the chapel for a closing worship.  We 
heard some songs from the Adrian College Praise Group, 
listened to a sermon from a local Pastor, and shared a 
communion lead by Bishop Keaton.  All in all, this day 
was very productive and interesting and maybe even a 
good way to spend a Saturday.    

Sunday, May 23, 
 is Christian Education and  

Music Ministry Appreciation Sunday!  
At the 11:00 a.m. service, we will celebrate two of the 

most significant ministries of any congregation.  During this 
service, we will be recognizing the efforts of teachers, students, 
and all those who volunteer in the music ministry program. 
Special music will be provided by many of the choirs, and the 
Sanctus choir will present the energetic "Gospel Mass" by 
Robert Ray, with bass, drums, and piano accompaniment.  This 
is a Sunday you should not miss. 

 

 

Young Adult Activities 
Friends in Faith 

Please contact Caroline Scott (caroscott81@hotmail.com) 
if you would like to be added to our Evite list or would 
like to RSVP to the following events.  Event details may 
be changed due to lack of interest or emergencies.  All 
guests on the Evite list will be notified of any changes to 
the schedule. 

Friday, May 7, 7:00 p.m. 
Game Night at Dave and Buster’s.  Join us for 
dinner and fun at the grown-up version of Chuck E. 
Cheese.  Dave and Buster’s is located at 45511 Park 
Avenue in Utica.  Visit their website at 
www.daveandbusters.com. 

Saturday, June 26, 3:00 p.m. 
Detroit Zoo – We’ll meet at the main gate.  We 
picked a post-nap start time, so please bring your kids!  
Visit the zoo website at www.detroitzoo.org. 

Friday, July 16, 6:00 p.m. 
Barbecue and game night at Caroline’s house.  
Come for the generous helping of pulled pork, 
homemade ice cream, and some yummy side dishes.  
Veggie-friendly foods will also be available.  Stay for 
the thrill of competition!   

Men’s Softball – 
It’s That Time Again! 

All men interested in playing 
softball in the SOICAA league with 
our church, please leave your name 
in the church office or call Craig 

Sleeman or Geoff Sleeman.  �



 
News for All  
from the  
United Methodist Women 

Unit Meeting 
Thursday, June 3 

 9:30 a.m. Executive Committee 
 12 noon Salad Luncheon 
 1:00 p.m. “Women of the Bible” presented by 

Roscommon UMC 

Please bring a salad to serve 8 people.  It is 
important that you make a reservation with Marjorie 
Sutherland by Thursday, May 27, as we are inviting 
other churches as our guests.  They will be bringing a 
free-will offering.   

Butter Braids Still Available 

There are some “Butter Braid” pastries available – 
raspberry, cinnamon, apple, and a few cherry.  If you 
would like to purchase any ($10 each), call Kay 
LaCombe. 

Church Women United 
World Fellowship Day 

May 7, 9:30 a.m. 
at Clawson Methodist Church 

World Fellowship Day will be celebrated at 
Clawson United Methodist Church on May 7 at 9:30 a.m. 
and will include a continental breakfast.  Church Women 
United meetings are interesting and the fellowship with 
women from other churches is wonderful.  For 
reservations, please call Marilyn Murley by Sunday,  
May 2.  Each month Church Women United collects a 
product to donate to South Oakland Shelter.  The product 
to be collected in May is toilet paper.  Marilyn Murley 
will transport any toilet paper donated by May 10.  Place 
your donations in the GCCP box located in the narthex.  
Hope to see you at the Clawson church on May 7! 

Ink Jet and Cell Phone Recycling Continues 

Thanks to all who have donated empty printer 
cartridges and used cell phones.  This is an ongoing 
fundraiser, so please continue placing your EMPTY 
cartridges and phones in the bucket in the office.  Please 
put the empty cartridges in the original box or a Ziploc 
bag to keep them safe from damages and spills.  Any 
questions, contact Marge Youngs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Men’s Fellowship 
Saturday, May 1, 8:01 a.m. 

Plan now to attend the Men’s Fellowship breakfast 
and enlightenment program on May 1.  Sam and Ed 
Nahhat will present “Road to Damascus.”  This should 
be a very enjoyable and informative program. 

 

Can You Hear Me Now? 
One of the most important 

changes in our worship life has 
been the installation of a new 
sound system in the Sanctuary.  
As we tap into the full potential 
of our new system, we are in 
need of more volunteers to assist in running sound.  Joe 
Foster is the primary person that schedules and helps 
train those that run the system.  In time, we will be 
getting training on the details of our new equipment.  If 
you think this is something you'd be interested in, please 
contact the church office or speak to Joe Foster on 
Sunday mornings. 

 

Career Ministry Update 
The Career Ministry group is still 
meeting twice a month and has 
experienced some landmarks of 
late.  In February we recognized 
our one year anniversary!  Then in 
March we hosted our most 
attended meeting with 14 
individuals participating, ten of 

which are not affiliated with our church.  This was a 
bittersweet occurrence, as it is great that we are serving a 
need, but also unfortunate that the need is still so large.  
As such, we will continue to provide support, 
networking, and personal development to these 
individuals; we would also ask that you support them 
with prayer. 
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First ADVENTURES provides adults 
with opportunities to be active and re-
energize in God's amazing creation.  
Take a look at what's happening and feel 

free to offer suggestions for other activities.  Invite 
your friends to join us! 

GEOCACHING (an all ages event): Sunday, May 
23, at 1:00 p.m. (tentative).  We are in the process of 
organizing a “treasure hunt” utilizing hand held GPS 
units.  We expect to have beginning instruction and the 
use of loaned GPS units.  Watch our website for details 
as well as posters and fliers in the church.  (Children 
will need to be supervised by their parents)  

HIKING:  Saturday, May 15 at 8 a.m.  Join us as we 
hike approximately 3 leisurely miles along the Clinton 
River Trail near Rochester.  Contact Bruce Tufford or 
look for fliers at church to get directions to the starting 
point.  

ADIRONDACK ADVENTURE:  Let us know now if 
you are at all interested in being a part of this special 
trip to the beautiful Adirondack Mountains in New York 
from August 11 through August 15.  You'll be able to 
select from a wide variety of 
opportunities available in the area, 
including: light hiking, strenuous 
hiking, canoeing/kayaking, visiting 
the fascinating Adirondack Museum, 
bobsledding at Lake Placid's 
Olympic park, sightseeing, shopping, 
or just relaxing in a fabulous natural 
setting.  The cost is expected to be very 
reasonable.  Brochures are available in 
the church office.  Contact Rev. Hice at 
248-541-4100 or Neal & Shirley Harris. 

ROAD BIKING: Saturdays at 8 a.m., 
from the church parking lot, weather 
permitting.  Riders of moderate ability 
are invited to join us as we embark on 
trips to various locations in the Metro 
Detroit area.  We’ll progress up to 30 
miles or more at a pace of 15-17 mph.  
Contact Bob Berard 
(firstadventures@rofum.org) for more 
information.  Also, watch our website for up-to-date 
changes of venue or ride cancellations.  We would like 
to start a more leisurely ride, too, so let us know if you 
would like to be a part of that. 

RUNNING TRAINING:  Sundays at 10:30 a.m., 
following the first service.  Wear your running clothes.  
Runners are led by Corey Harris. 

SUNDAY WALK TO CHURCH: If you live near 
Main Street between church and 13 Mile you can start 
the day with a little exercise on the way to church.  
Please let Laura Hice know if you would like to 
improve your body on the way to improving your spirit. 

PLANNING MEETINGS : 4th Mondays of each 
month.  We welcome your insights. 

First  ADVENTURES is open to all adults; you do not 
need to be a member of ROFUM.  Contact Bob Berard 
or Jon Cline or email us at firstadventures@rofum.org.  
Visit our blog at firstadventures.wordpress.com for 
more details and possible changes closer to the event 
dates, as well as other interesting information.  

 

Rockin’ Thrills at Hockin’ Hills 
A First ADVENTURES group traveled to Ohio in 

April to challenge the varied sandstone formations set 
within the remarkable natural 
topography and pine forest setting 
of Hocking Hills State Park.  It 
was a beautiful sunny day with 
comfortable temperatures in the 
mid-60s as Karsten Hain, his 
friend Randell, Jon Cline, Bob 
Berard, and Erin Berard  
rappelled from the tops of rock 
edifices as high as 100 feet.  Kate 
Hain was there to provide moral 
support, take photos, and enjoy the 
beauty of the area.  Jon Cline 
added to our earlier climbing 
lessons by teaching us about 
rappelling, considerations for a 
safe set-up, and a technique for 
climbing back up the rope.  We 
also spent some time climbing on 
the rock faces and, to varied 
degrees, “bouldering” (climbing 

over and around rocks without ropes).  Karsten 
observed that the area is a “jungle gym for adults.”  This 
activity was a fun physical challenge and workout, a 
welcome reprieve from the stresses of our everyday 
lives, and the perfect beginning of our warm weather 
adventures. 

Geocaching, Hiking, Biking, Running and the Adirond acks  
with First ADVENTURES 
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Stewardship - 
What is Witness? 

We’ve seen and heard the term 
‘Witness’ recently added to the 

list of the United Methodist commitment areas of Prayers, 
Presence, Gifts and Service.  But what does it mean?  To be a 
good steward, it is important to consider and practice all five 
areas of commitment.  Perhaps these ideas will help with your 
own commitment to Witness. 

Our congregation made 115 individual commitments to 
witness including: 46 commitments to write for a future church 
devotional; 77 commitments to invite un-churched family, 
friends and/or co-workers to ROFUM; 29 commitments to 
write an inspirational article for Church Life; and 10 other 
commitments of witness.  Soon those of you who committed to 
write a devotional or article will be contacted by the 
Stewardship Committee.  If you didn’t commit to these areas of 
witness but would like to, you can contact the church office 
with your interest.  Thank you for your commitments to follow 
Jesus In His Steps. 

OK, but what does it REALLY mean to witness?  
Examples of witness can be very basic and simple.  When you 
mention to your friends how much you enjoy going to church, 
you are being a witness.  When you volunteer to assist with an 
activity at church, you are serving as a witness.  When you 
participate in a study group, you are being a witness.  When 
you cook dinner at Holy COW, you are serving as a witness.  
When you sit next to someone you don’t know at the Fish 
Dinner and engage them in conversation, you are being a 
witness.  When you greet a visitor at church, you are serving as 
a witness.  The list goes on. 

Every time we are in the church building gives us a good 
opportunity to practice being a witness.  Chances are that you 
will see an unfamiliar face in a service or trying to find their 
path through the Narrow Way, and providing a warm welcome 
is another example of witness. 

What about the specific commitment areas of witness such 
as writing an article for a future church devotional, inviting 
others to church, or providing an inspirational article for 
Church Life?  There are no special qualifications that enable a 
person to do any of these things.  As a congregation, one could 
say that we owe it to each other to share our stories and 
thoughts on how scripture or experiences have touched our 
lives, caused us to question, or caused us to rethink something.  
By sharing, or witnessing, we are growing not only the spiritual 
lives of others, but of ourselves as well.  Think about one way 
you can be a witness in the month of May.  Who knows?  It 
might catch on for the rest of the year as well. 

Let us continue to be good stewards and prayerfully 
consider our time, talents, gifts, service, and witness to follow 
Christ, and then lead others in the same path, showing what 
working together accomplishes and that anything is possible 
through Christ when we believe. 

“For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ 
also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow 
in His steps.”  1 Peter 2:21 

������������������	 �!���""�������

�
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to place flowers on the altar in 
honor or memory of a loved one or to celebrate a special 
occasion, please sign up on the flower chart located on 
the hallway bulletin board right across from the library.  
Please include your name and phone number.  Kim 
Christopher, altar flower coordinator, will contact you 
regarding the details.  If you have any questions, you can 
contact Kim. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are offering you the opportunity to sign up to 
receive future editions of Church Life by email rather 
than by snail mail.  If you are interested in this service, 
please let us know by emailing your request to 
lvickers@rofum.org from the email address that you 
would like us to send your Church Life to.  This will not 
only save paper and printing costs, but it will also 
ensure that you will receive each issue promptly.  No 
more checking your mailbox day after day wondering 
where your newsletter is. 
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Building Management 
Happenings 

Building Management 
Committee is part of the ROFUM 
Trustees and is made up of a dozen 
members appointed to three-year 
terms.  Our responsibilities are 
general maintenance and repair of 
the church properties.  We oversee the activities of the 
custodial staff and arrange for such things as snow 
removal, lawn maintenance, heating and cooling 
maintenance, and other activities pertaining to the 
operation of the church building and the parsonage.  
Volunteers, both skilled and unskilled, are an important 
element in the total maintenance of our properties. 

One of the major activities over the past years has 
been Grubby Sundays where members and nonmembers 
would gather and perform tasks after the last Sunday 
service.  Some of you probably remember.  Currently, 
this activity is called Saturday Sweep and it meets on 
Saturday mornings from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Saturday 
Sweep is designed to accomplish cleaning tasks above 
and beyond those regularly performed by the custodians 
as well as incorporate minor repair activities around the 
building. 

The March Saturday Sweep was a great success 
with 18 participating volunteers doing tasks like fine 
cleaning the Parlor, repairing and painting walls, 
washing windows, cleaning the tile in the restrooms, 

cleaning light fixtures, removing debris and decluttering 
the attic space above the balcony, cleaning the elevator 
interior and polishing its stainless steel walls (please 
notice), polishing the balcony brass railing, putting 
away things that had been left out, removing winter 
debris from the parking lot, and labeling and 
distributing recycling bills to make it easier for 
everyone to participate.  As you can see, we were quite 
busy. 

The next Saturday Sweep is planned for 
Saturday, June 19.  Again, it will take place from 9 
a.m. until 1 p.m., so Saturday afternoon is yours to do 
whatever.  We are planning a variety of interior and 
exterior activities.  Snacks will be included.  Plan to join 
us in June!  Watch for more information… 

 

Royal Oak First United Methodist Church 
2010 Spring Fundraiser 

Telly’s Greenhouse 
will donate 10% of all purchases made  

with this coupon before June 30th. 
located on John R. between Big Beaver and Wattles 

(248) 689-8735 
Church affiliates only.  Not valid with other offer s. 

Clip this coupon and take it with you on your next Telly’s visit.  Ten percent of your purchase will come 
back to the church.  The Building Management/Landscaping Committee will use these proceeds toward the 
church’s landscaping needs.  THANKS!!!! 



   

��������	�
���	�������������	�
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���	������ ���
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Dr. Nancy E. Hartrick - Family Dentistry 
Kinsey-Garrett Funeral Home 
Paul Kremer – Garage Doors 

Jennifer Notarantonio - Wellness Consultant 
Vivid Digital Concepts 

New sponsors are always welcome!  Contact Lori 
Vickers in the church office (248/541-4100) to 
learn how you or your organization can become a 
Church Life sponsor. 

Sponsorships: 
�� Single Issue $15.00 
�� Quarterly (3 issues) $45.00 
�� Yearly (12 issues) $180.00 
Prices are based on a business card size ad. 

Individual Messages: 
�� Birthdays, Anniversaries, Greetings, etc. 

$5.00/issue 
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Sean Barr - Air Force - Florida 
Jody Holton - Hawaii 
Bobby Huneycutt - Army 
Paul Kondrat - Marines (Japan) 
Andrew Kostrzewa - Navy (Guam) 

Dan Lewis - Army (Italy) 
Aaron Mingle - Navy (Florida) 
Thomas Morales - Navy (Gulf) 
Kimberly Munzinger - Marines (N. Carolina) 

Vi Bradshaw  
Lois DeVos  
Peggy Gill  
Bill & Virginia Hassberger 
Frank Kinney  
Irene Koscien  
Pat Lawson  
Edna Morrison 

Yvonne Quinn 
Jeannette Safran 
Dorothy Schwem  
Muriel Shepard 
Peggy Smullen  
Mary Tata 
Louella Wright  
Louise Wyman  

Out of the Area 

Ruth Dawkins 
Maggie Fries 
Christina Smith 

Names and addresses of our homebound members are very important to us.  There is 
constant change, so please note the names and addresses carefully.  If you have any 
corrections or updates, please notify the church office. 
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 -1- Brian Nader 

 -5- Carole Hitchens 
  Robinlee Whitcroft 

 -6- Olivia Hall 
  William Maxwell 
  Sofia Maxwell 
  June Stephan 

 -7- Matt Sluss 

 -8- James Belling 
  Gayle Marck 

 -9- Audrey Fick 
  Ben Rondot 

-10- Ava Fall 
  Marilyn Murley 

-11- Hadley Beaubien 
  Wilma Holser 
  Tori Mazur 
  Ruth Miller 

-12- Mike Grier 
  John Hice 
  Noah Murray 

-13- Florence Lucas 
  Matt Mayer 
  Sabrina Nader 

-14- Trudy Biskner 
  Mary Anne Campbell 
  Erin Gaska 
  Betty Lawson 
  Kathy Riggs 

-15- Bill Courtney 
  Joe Foster 
  Holly Jones 
  Kathy Reid 
  Charlie Yago 

-16- Shane Cromwell 
  Angela Johnson 
  Courtney Smallwood 

-17- Ivy Loftin 

-18- Andy Harmon, Sr. 
  Kayla Kissoondial 
  Rita Nicholas 
  Bob Skelton 

-19- Christine Krstich 
  Barbara Seizert 
  Bill Warren 
  Eileen Weber 

-20- Jennifer Semivan 
  John Smith 
  Brian Wright 

-21- Tom Evans 
  Brian Harris 
  Brian Semivan 

-22- Richard Chambers 
  Collin Gillespie 
  Aubrey Harris 
  Ashlee Malinowski 

-23- John McDaniel 
  Haley Smallwood 

-24- Caroline Bowen 
  MaryLou Graeber 
  Shirley Shafer 
  Jake Tripoli 

-25- Betty Becker 
  Hannah Ex 
  Sheryl Safran 
  Ben Smith 
  John VanBrandeghen 
  Wes Wriston 

-26- Carol Seitz 
  Jim Tempest 

-27- Corey Harris 

-28- Norma Campbell 
  Tim Koerner 
  Amole Koscien 
  Andrew Suarez 

-29- Michael Belling 
  Dominic Notarantonio 
  Bruce Tufford 

-30- Nico Bowen 
  Judith Chambers 
  Corinne Courtney 
  Minette Courtney 
  Phil Lowman 

-31- Jude Budnar 
  Lynne Cromwell 
  Meghan Umstead 

Please note:  If you don’t see your name 
on our birthday list, please let us know!  
We may not have your birthday in our 
data base.   
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How is Summer  
Like Spring, Fall,  

and Winter? 
In the interest of maintaining 
continuity and to avoid 
confusion, the Worship Work 
Area decided that this summer’s 
Sunday worship times would 
remain the same as for the rest 

of the year.  The congregation will be spared the annual 
questions this year, “What Sunday do we switch service 
times?” and “What are those times again?”  Thus, we 
will have the Saturday night service at its usual time and 
Sunday’s services will be 9:15 and 11 a.m. as they are 
for the rest of the year.  As with any programming 
decision in this church we will re-evaluate this decision 
before next year, so if you love it or hate it, please let us 
know. 

#"��� ����	 , Worship Chairperson 

 

 

Join Us at Choir Camp July 25-31 
If your child is currently in 2nd 

through 11th grade, he/she is eligible 
for Choir Camp this summer.  Again 
this year we will be at Camp Ohiyesa 
in Holly.  Is your child ready for this 
big adventure?  We are encouraging all 
potential campers to invite a friend to 
come to camp with them to increase 
their comfort level and add to the fun.  
To this end, Music Guild will keep the 
price of camp the same for ALL 
campers, whether or not they are 
church members.  The cost of a full week of camp will 
be $235.  Camp scholarships (called “camperships”) are 
always available for children who are a part of our 
congregation.  Contact Kip Tull, Music Guild Treasurer, 
for more information.  You may also call Kip if you are 
interested in donating money toward the campership 
program. 

Registration packets will be mailed out to all 
eligible children in mid-May.  If you have not received 
one by the end of May, or if you need one for a friend, 
extra packets will be available in the church office. 
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