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The devastation
came into our

living rooms from
television sets and
our workspaces
from computer
screens without our
invitation. Haiti
was ruined. Port au
Prince crumbled.
Hundreds of
thousands of people died, and so many
more injured and ill and dying in the
aftermath. Complete chaos made
initial efforts at rescue and relief
almost impossible. Extraordinary
times.

THOUGHTS

In an old warehouse in Detroit
that was once used in the production
of Cadillacs, a group of about 50
Royal Oak First United Methodists
ranging in age from middle childhood
to senior adult joined others
throughout a Saturday morning in
making their hands into hands of
mercy. They were at the World
Medical Relief packing boxes with
about $600,000 worth of supplies that
had been donated by area hospitals and
physicians.

You might not think that they
were doing anything very significant.
A lot of it was tedious work: taking

Extraordinary People in Extraordinary Times

donated medical supplies and sorting
them and counting them, then packing
them tight in big boxes set on pallets
to be stacked in a shipping carton and
sent away. Syringes and bandages,
medicines and crutches: a hundred
hands packing and recording and
sending them off. Good busy-work.

But these supplies are bound for
Haiti, intended to care for the poorest
of poor in what General Board of
Global Ministry executive Tom
Hazelwood told me is perhaps the
worst disaster in the history of the
world. George Samson, a member of
our church and President and CEO of
World Medical Relief, made
connections with the International
Child Care, Inc., which will receive
the supplies and deliver them to
United Methodist-related Grace
Children’s Hospital, which is now
operating in tents on the hospital
grounds.

It might seem like what was
accomplished was a good thing, but
small. Yet, consider the
accomplishments of the 100 ROFUM
hands. How many bandages did these
hands pack? How many vials of
medicine and how many sutures?
Each item will find its way to someone
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§ 4% love, visits, flowers and phone calls during
- my surgery and long recovery. | also have
,é been comforted by the beautiful gift from

the Shawl Ministry. My recovery has
been slow, but with your continued prayers | hapbd
back among you soon. | am grateful for the masitvi
of Chuck, Brian, John, and Laura. Our family thewgku
for all your love and prayers. God bless you amd o
beloved church.

Dear Church Friends of Hazel Dauvis,

We thank you all for you kindness and comfort to us
due to Hazel's passing. We have seen that shéowed
by many! We are grateful for all the beautifuldsand
expressions of sympathy. We are also gratefulgbat
many attended her service. A special note of thamk
the staff for their hosting the beautiful coffeadan
fellowship gathering after the service. It wad gieat!
What a beautiful tribute to Hazel.

Love,

Dear Rev. Hice and Royal Oak First UMC congregatiorn

Thank you so much for your contribution and
generosity to the NOAH Project through the Ministry
Jubilee! Your support helps us continue to megsiaal
and emotional needs and, above all, address theopai
living on the streets. Thank you for giving so méme
chance to gain dignity, respect, and walk out amars
with a smile on their faces!

In service to others,
, Linking Coordinator

Dear Friends and Love Circle,

Thank you for the many cards. It is nice to be
remembered. It was an honor to be nominated asiSen
of the Week. | have been a member for a long time.
Thanks to Love Circle and UMW for the book. | am
reading it now.

Dear Staff,

What a week — January L5y last day, and
January 2 I'm hired again.

Thank you, John, for the book “A Guide to Prayer
for All Who Seek God.” | will do a devotion on a
Wednesday soon! Thank you for the nice brunchthad
Cineraria plant. My cactus just stopped bloomsu,
now | have more flowers. 1 really feel honored and
humble that someone cared enough to establish an
endowment to pay my position. | will do my utmast
do the necessary things and care for the congoedati

You are a big part of my church family. Here is a
hug.

Love and God bless,

c@w@”@
91t lﬂgr“f”j’z?

The faith community of Royal Oak First extends
sympathy to the family and friends of:

Brian Lambert on the death of his uncle, Norman
Brow, 1/12

Family and friends oflazel Davison her death, 1/17

Cindy Goodaker on the death of her father, Donald
Goodaker, Sr., 1/23

Elaine Tank on the death of her aunt, Lillian Ryan,
1/23

William LaPrise, son of Sara and Brandon,
October 23, 2009
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in great need living in the devastation. What pasked
may save a life. It may be an important part ef th
healing. What was done is a work of God’s love.
Extraordinary times — extraordinary people.

The scope of devastation in Haiti has been
exacerbated by the magnitude of the poverty itpleeo
suffered already before the earthquake hit. Theaata
are a beautiful people who have been abused and
neglected by foreign powers throughout their histond
have continued to suffer under corrupt leaderdtap was
in power for many years. Their poverty made them
vulnerable to greater destruction and suffering.

Thinking about that, | have wondered what the
conditions would be like in Southeast Michigan if a
similar disaster should strike. No doubt we wdald
better. Yet, it would also be true that the poba@song
us would fare the worst. And while we recoil froine
hardship we see Haitians suffer today, we haventovk
that the extraordinary time for them is not justmnbut it
was before. And the extraordinary time in Deti®ibot
just some day in the future if and when an airlitads
from the sky by a terrorist’s “success” — it is navhen
poverty is real; and suffering is pronounced; aadgbr
and vulnerability are present. These are extraargi
times here as well as there.

It's my prayer that today, when the quaking eanth i
the Caribbean shakes the world awake to respoitgibil
for the poorest and most vulnerable, more is done t
alleviate the day-by-day suffering of people arothwl
world. Itis my prayer that this will mark a nevaydand a
better future for the people of Haiti. And it isyorayer
that the extraordinary people who have behaved like
God'’s people — like the 50 ROFUM members who put
their hands to God's task that Saturday morning in
January — will continue to work for a better lif@ang
the vulnerable people around the world. Day after:
sharing more of the abundance God has given thielwor
making a commitment to justice and equity and love.

Now, wouldn’t that be extraordinary?

Gra d peace,

Rev. ice

Senior Pastor

MARCH 2010
&
R0

(=l New Office Hours:

e 4 Monday thru Thursday
o) © 9a.m. -4 p.m.

Please note that the office will be closed on
Fridays. Brian and Peggy will be working o

QFIQ\

-

Friday mornings and will check the main
voicemail box for emergency messagey

N

Please introduce yourself to these ne\ ﬁ
members of our church family and adcK K & 7{

their addresses to your directory. WEII:llmﬂ
Ken Burton (:lllnd][lll[‘:n
Lindsay & Wesley Wriston Family

Ken Burton grew up in Coalgood, Kentucky, where
he attended the Mary Helen Methodist Church in the
Mary Helen mining camp. As an adult, Ken attended
trade school in Grand Rapids and became a sheat met
worker, traveling all over the state working whexekie
was needed. Ken has 2 daughters and 6 grandchildre
He enjoys gardening, fishing, hunting, workinglie t
garage, and doing things around the house.

Wesley Wriston grew up in Warren, Michigan, and
attended Central Michigan University. He enjoys
reading, writing, and playing guitat.indsay Wriston
grew up in Colon, Michigan (south of Battle Creed)d
attended Central Michigan University and Michigaat&
University College of Human Medicine. She is warki
as a resident physician in obstetrics and gynegaibg
Beaumont Hospital. In her spare time she enjoydomu
activities like hiking and downhill skiing, visitghher
parents on their farm, reading, and spending tiritie fner
husband and friends.
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Mission Update
Added to the list of Royal Oak First”

L

mission projects for 2010, the Wesley  TMISSION DOLLARS]
House Campus Ministry at Northern AT WORK

Michigan University serves as a safe and open héoren
NMU students. In keeping with the Methodist tramfit
of open minds and spiritual challenges, the program
Wesley House attract students from diverse agepgrou
backgrounds, and religious convictions.

The NMU Campus Ministry is directed by Mr. John
Addison, an English professor specializing in wgtand
mythology as relates to both old and new testamévits
Addison assumed his duties in September of 2009 and
says that this opportunity has provided early and
encouraging results for him and his (students)crezuly,
the list of the ministry’s student members startd2beand
includes a laid off copper mine worker, a 30-sonmeth
war vet and a Vietnamese nun. At this time thé bl
the participants are freshmen and sophomores.

Wednesday evenings find a variety of students at
Wesley House to participate in wide-ranging dismorss
often sparked by current films. Most recently thavie
“District 9” was viewed and reviewed spurring dission
about African apartheid and human rights. Evetsuc
films as the 2002 zombie movie “28 Days Later” have
launched discussions into the human condition ahdé.
Unlike most campus ministries, Wesley House offers
reconciliation of many viewpoints

Wesley House is actually a home near the campus of

NMU. Although there are living quarters on themat
floor, at present only the first floor is being dder Mr.
Addison’s programs. The house boasts a largeldicep
with the mandatory large, comfortable chairs (gspmit
for fellowship on a frigid night in Marquette). fall
kitchen and dining room are used for the prepanadicd
serving of the weekly Sunday dinner. And, what ldau
student oriented facility be without the requigtel
table in the basement?
O

The Missions Work Area would like to thank the 49
people who worked at the World Medical Relief cemte
Saturday, January 23, and all who supported thHEne.
efforts you put in sorting thousands of items aadking
thousands of pounds of medical supplies bound &t H
can only be described as amazing. | lost coutitef
number of pallets that were packed on that daywitiat
the efforts you put in, World Medical Relief wadealo
get those supplies on their way to Haiti that much
quicker. | have spoken with George Samson and he
informs me that the supplies we packed are cugrentl
being used to save lives in the devastation iniH&nhce
again, thank you.

Action At MetroBridges Ministries

Approved! Our Church Council approved without
dissent this motion: "MetroBridges Ministries prepd
that Royal First UMC enter into an intentional
relationship with Second Grace UMC to develop
ministries of reconciliation in metropolitan Detri
With that platform in place we can go to work. Elere
two opportunities:

1. Medical Help at Joy-Southfield Health and
Education CenterThis free health clinic, across
the street from Second Grace, is in need of
medically trained people--doctors, nurses,
physician assistants, and nurse practitioners to

assist in the treatment of an underserved populatio
in the neighborhood. You may have heard about

the work this clinic does from Charissa Shawcross,
Nurse Practitioner and Director of Health Services,
a few weeks ago in church. She can be reached at
313-581-7773 or HealthDirector@JoySouthfield.org.

2. Joy-Southfield Renovation Projeddn Saturday,
March 20, five churches including ROFUM wiill
descend on one of three houses in the Joy-
Southfield neighborhood to perform repair and
renovation. This will include roofing, drywalling,
painting, and other work. We can use your work
skills that day. Early in March we will receiverou
assignment and know exactly what kind of work we
will be doing. Interested? Call Neal Harris a824
689-3382 or e-mail at Nealshirl[Harris@aol.com.

We know that the Holy Spirit is at work as we reach
across the artificial boundaries of our great regind
share the love of Jesus Christ!

Finance Update

As United Methodists, we are part of a Connectional
Church. Together, through our connected congregsiti
we accomplish what no single church, district, mmuzl
conference ever could hope to do alone. A porioour
budget, Conference Benevolences, goes to the denera
church to support programs on a national and
international level, which have been agreed upolaypy
and clergy delegates of General Conference. These
programs include missions around the world, Africa
University, Black College, support of our bishope
highest level leaders of the world-wide church, &ah
Administration, Interdenominational Cooperationgdan
Ministerial Education. Last year we were not able
meet our entire fair share of these ministries. B&gin
2010 expecting to make only 58% of our share. Vég p
that we will find our way to financial stability see can
once again give 100% support to our conference.
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High School Pit Stop
Wednesdays 6-7:30 p.m. at Holy COW

Next Mystery Guest Arrives
Wed., Feb. 24 @ 6:30 p.m.

Guess Who?

Occupation: Project Engineer for
Barton Malow Company. | help 3
manage large construction projects.

Is this what you always wanted to do? | was always
interested in construction.

High School Attended: Charlotte High School in
Charlotte, Michigan.

College: University of Michigan, B.S.E. Civil
Engineering.

What do you do for fun? Hang out with my lovely
girlfriend and friends, run, spend too much money o
video games.

Who was your favorite singer in high school? Josh
Homme — Queens of the Stone Age

Who is your favorite singer now? Still Josh Homme.

What brought you to ROFUM? | grew up in the United
Methodist church and wanted to reconnect with alloc
church.

Do you volunteer anywhere within the church? eiadt
Friends in Faith (not necessarily volunteering) and
now am a Mystery Guest!

What is your favorite food? Anything home cooked a
hearty (lots 0’ meat!)

And our January Mystery Guest was...

We would like to thank our January Mystery Guest,
Dr. Nancy Hartrick, who shared many interestingagle
with us. Most of the kids already knew her fromdieing
Sunday school with her son James, but it was fun fo
them to get to know her a little better on a peastevel.
Nancy told us why she became a dentist and deskcribe
how her office works on making their environmenttée
for everyone, including their patients and statancy
challenged the kids to ask themselves “what is my
purpose?” which led into a discussion about differe
personalities and how they mesh together. We tbank
Hartrick for sharing her time with our high school
students, and we thank her for the awesome goedje b
she brought us, too!

Youth Choir News

Can you believe it’s less than 5 months until Choir
Camp? Plans are already underway, and | knowbtitat
the kids and the adults are excited. | actualbr fdout
camp from the kids all year long. We do many @f th
camp songs and activities at choir rehearsals| aed
them continue to connect to each other during aly H
COW and worship activities.

| have also noticed the deep connection formed
between those youth that take part in the Youthsis
Trips and the other mission opportunities that ROFU
provides. Part of the reason that | have
become involved in the mission
activities of the youth is that | see a
definite connection between mission
and the strength of our choir prograr
Those involved in mission build stror
relationships with each other, and th
truly want to interact with each other
and be involved in the other activitie:
of our church.

A big THANK YOU to all who
attended or worked at Cabaret/Dess
Concert in February. This is one of 1
major fundraisers for Music Guild,
which underwrites much of the cost (
Choir Camp. Music Guild is also
offering a $50 Choir Camp credit to
choir members who maintain 75%
attendance at choir rehearsals and
performances from January through
May, so be sure to join us for rehearsals and vijprsh
performances.

Be sure to look at the choir schedule that is atel
in a downloadable version on ROFUM'’s website
(www.rofum.org). It will keep you up to date on &rh
your child’s choir is performing in worship. Weeaalso
sending email reminders about performance datesydu
may not have your current email address. Pleasssle
know if you are not receiving choir reminders irstivay.
As Lent progresses, we will look forward to the [lee
and Beginner choirs combining on Palm Sunday, and
Angelus and Sanctus combining for our Easter Sunday
services.

Director of Youth and Children’s Choirs
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News for All
from the
United Methodist Women

Unit Meeting, Thursday, March 4
9:30 a.m. Executive Committee
12:15 p.m. Luncheon and Program
DVD “Johnny Appleseed”

Luncheon reservations must be made by Sunday, &eb 2
Contact Marjorie Sutherland at 248-545-2198.

Where Does the Money Go?

United Methodist Women is known as a group of
elderly ladies that sell things here at the chundhile
we are not all elderly, we do sell things. Mangsions
benefit through your support of our sales — Holiday
Bazaar, nut sales, butter braid sales, and Craitlyels.

In 2009, we gave as follows:

$1000 ROFUM Utilities
$550 Pastor’s Discretionary Fund
$43  Youth Mission Trip
$100 Sunday School
$4453 The Women'’s Division for National and
International Missions
$4628 Local Missions, including L’Anse Creuse

High School Choir; GCCP; Partnership of
Pediatricians and Mentors, Inc; Baldwin
Church and Center; McCurdy School;
Common Ground/Sanctuary; Methodist
Children’s Home Society; Methodist
Retirement Community; Crossroads for
Youth; Haven; Cass Community UMC;
PATH and Baby Pantry; Church Women
United.

In addition to these financial donations, Shawl
Ministry supported the Clawson UMC's Layette
Program with 65 knitted and crocheted blanketsaw®h
Ministry also gave away 132 handmade shawls.

Thank you again for your support, and watch for us
to be selling things again soon!

An Invitation from Charity Circle

Charity Circle will present "Fashion from the Early
1900's" by Jean Kremer on Wednesday, Mardh ao
10 a.m. in the Parlor. Jean is a talented seasssivko
works with all types of fabrics and even todayhar
80's, is still making wedding gowns for clientsnydne
interested in attending is welcome. Please RSVP to
Peggy Waisanen. Hope to see you there.

Knowledge Circle:
What you Need(le) to Know

Knowledge Circle has been planning. Our meetings
are thesecond Wednesdapf the month at 7:30. All
women are invited. Call Kathy Riggs or Cathy Baker
and they will be glad to tell you where the meeiig
The location changes monthly.

OnWednesday, April 14we are going to make
pillowcases to donate to a local charity as pathef
“1 Million Pillowcase Challenge” to make a diffei@in
our community—to provide comfort, care, hope, and
beauty to the recipient. (View the details on
Allpeoplequilt.com.) All are welcome to participah
sewing, either by coming and/or donating fabrior &
pair of pillowcases we will need:

1) 1%, yards of the main print fabric
2) ¥ yard of a coordinating fabric
3) Y4 yard of a solid color that will go between&2

Of course, single cases can be made with ¥ of these
amounts.

Children’s prints and unique adult prints can make
them very personal and special for the recipié&Match
for those sales and coupons! Call Shirley Hattris a
248-689-3382 with any questions.

We will have quilting experts available to teacllan
help so no one needs to fear his or her abilitgllell
can do this--maybe even have their first lesson.

Now that we know about the April meeting, we can
back up to March. We will be meeting at Carol Ma&ye
home onWednesday, March 10 We will have our
dessert, regular business meeting, and a shontgmogn
St. Patrick. In addition, Shirley Harris will hasamples
of finished pillowcases for ideas. She will alsdect
any fabric that is brought in early and do the weesh
and ironing for you, all in preparation for tAgril 14
sewing date.

Church Women United
World Day of Prayer

On Friday, March 5, at 1 p.m. in the Fellowship
Hall, ROFUM women will host the South Oakland unit
of Church Women United’'s World Day of Prayer. “Let
Everything That Has Breath Praise God” will be the
program for the day. It was written by women in
Cameroon, Africa. All persons are invited to att¢ime
program and the tea that will follow. Reservatians
appreciated.

UMW Coordinator for Spiritual Growth
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Look What's Happening with FIRST Adventures
The Adirondacks, Rock Climbing, Running and More

Need incentive to exercise or want a relief

from your indoor routine?

FIRSTAdventures provides adults with

opportunities to limit our dependence on
sedentary indoor entertainment and be active ousdoo
while participating and re-energizing in God's aimgz
creation.

Running Training: Sundays immediately following
the first service. Wear your running clothes. Rens are
led by Corey Harris.

Rock Climbing: We are offering two rock climbing
experiences this spring. You should participatthén
first experience if you want to come with us on the
second.

1*' Experience Saturday, March 20, 10:30 a.m.

Planet Rock Climbing Gymin Pontiac, Ml

(Meet in church parking lot to carpool)

We plan to also have a training session a few days
before this experience.
2" Experience Saturday, April 10

Hocking Hills State Park, southeast of Columbus

We will be climbing and rappelling on limestone

cliffs to get a feel for the real thing. Thisis a

excellent venue for beginners. Depart our parking

lot at 7 a.m. and return around 10 p.m. Please
contact Jon Cline and see Februagtarch Lifefor
important information. You can sign up in the
church office.

Sunday Walk to Church: A regular Sunday walk is
proposed following a route between Laura Hice'séiom
and the Church so you can easily join in if yoeliv
anywhere near the route. Please let us know ithaue
an interest in improving your body on the way to
improving your spirit.

Other Upcoming Events:
Road Biking — Saturdays beginning mid April
Geocaching -Late Spring (we are looking for help on
this proposedamily event)
Adirondacks Adventure — August 11-15 (see the
separate article on page 8)
Planning Meetings -4 Mondays of each month at
7 p.m.

First ADVENTURES is open to all adults; you do
not need to be a member of ROFUM. Please contaut B
Berard or Jon Cline or email us at
firstadventures@rofum.ori you are interested in this
ministry and want to be kept up-to-date on ounvéets
and meetings.

Visit our blog affirstadventures.wordpress.cofor
more details and possible changes closer to tha eve

dates as well as other interesting information.

4 N

REMEMEER?}
(:(cc“’ Self\/lc:ur —
>\(‘k(\ ghoé:(‘lﬁ?' \L
FANRN) Ssataill =0
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Sunday, March 14

\ Daylight Savings Time beginsj

-Dl
/L,u

Fish Dinners —
Don’t Miss Out!
Fridays, 4:30—7:00 p.m.

&
Feb 26, March 12, March 26 Flgﬁ Fry

Baby Cod from Iceland (baked or de__

fried), Walleye (fried), Haddock or Chicken TendeAll
dinners include fries or baked potato, cole slaoll, r
butter, beverage and dessert (such a deal!!)

Children 5 & under  free  (in house only)
Youth (ages 6-12)  $3.00  (in house only)
Chicken Tenders $8.00
2 pc fried cod $9.00
3 pc fried cod $10.00
Baked cod (7 0z) $10.00
Walleye (fried) $12.00
Haddock (NEW) $9.00

(prices include sales tax)

Spread the word!
Invite your neighbors and friends.
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Here is
Place:
Cost:

Theme:

Travel:

Lodging:

An Adirondack Adventure

Reserve the date on your vacation schedule! Comart informational meeting
following the 11:00 worship service on March 7!!

Mark your calendars: August 11-15, 2010. It's daemture in mountain hiking,
spiritual growth, and great friendship for aduld! are invited to attend an
informational meeting on Sunday, March 7, in thdd?ammediately following
the 11 a.m. worship service.

the way the plans are taking shape:
Skye Farm United Methodist Camp, Warrensburg, N&a( Lake George)

Lodging will be $22.50 for Wednesday night, $18f@0each of the subsequent nights for a total7®. 20
per person. Food and materials are yet to berdeted; but it looks like registration for everytgiwill be
in the $120/person ballpark. Travel expensesydiog food on the road) are estimated at about an
additional $120 (Estimated total - $240/persorefegrything).

Pilgrimage: An Adirondack Adventure in Faith
Mountain Hikes and Highland Adventures.
Spiritual Growth.

Christian Community.

Laura and John Hice will co-lead the study. Wecanesidering a scripture-based focus on care #®r th
whole-person: body, spirit, and relationships. #heo approach may be to use the Trevor Hudson book,
A Mile in My Shoeswhich focuses on ministries of compassion.

Leave Royal Oak carpooling/caravanning on Wedngsiiagust 11, 2010 at 8 a.m. Travel through
Canada,; so passports or international ID will beessary. Restaurant meals will be eaten in transit
Wednesday supper; Sunday lunch and dinner.

Four nights at Bass Lodge and Ogden Lodge on tsB&ye Farm United Methodist Camp. These are
semi-private rooms. Depending on registrationd,raem assignments we may or may not be able to
accommodate privacy for married couples. http:AMnskyefarmcamp.org

Activities: Hiking is primary. Two options will be plannedre of them an easy hike, and the other challenging

(summiting mountains) — on each of the three faillsiwe are on site. Other activity options are
available in the area: white-water rafting, cangehistorical/nature attractions, cruise boatind-ake
George, shopping, etc.

Schedule: Activities following breakfast through the day.ott-long program after supper. Campfire and/or

hanging out in the later evening. Sunday — a lwi@ship service following breakfast, before
embarking for the return trip home.
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Dr. Nancy E. Hartrick - Family Dentistry
Kinsey-Garrett Funeral Home
Paul Kremer — Garage Doors
Jennifer Notarantonio - Wellness Consultatt

New sponsors are always welcome! Contact LJ§fi
Vickers in the church office (248/541-4100) t
learn how you or your organization can becomg@@
Church Lifesponsor.

Men!

Sponsorships: _ , . . .
Single Issue $15.00 Come and enjoy Men'’s Fellowship meetings which
Quarterly (3 issues) $45.00 include great breakfasts and programs that enliginse
Yearly (12 issues) $180.00 Our next meeting will b&aturday, May 1, at 8:51 a.m

. \ _ o
Prices are based on a business card size ad. Don’t miss it!

Individual Messages:
Birthdays, Anniversaries, Greetings, etc.
$5.00/issue

EASTER FLOWERS - We are offering a choice of spring flowers tcalate the Sanctuary n
Easter Sunday, April 4, or contributing to Unitecetidodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) n
honor or memory of a loved one. The names of dms and those to be honored or memorialized
will be printed as a bulletin insert on Easter SyndIf you wish to participate, return this formh
the church office on or befounday, March 21

Money must accompany your order (make checks payalftirst United Methodist Church).

S
=
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
: Please print all information using oneform per order (additional forms are available inthe church office)
: Yes, | want to participate!
: Easter Lily (2 blooms) - $17.00 Azalea - $16.50 Tui$8.50
I Hyacinth - $8.50 Daffodil - $8.50
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
k

____l'will pick up the plant after the 11:00 a.rar\dce on Easter Sunday

____lam willing to deliver my plant to a homeboundmber on Easter Sundayhe church will provide the
name and address of a homebound member.

____l'will order my own plant & deliver it to thdvarch on Friday, April 10.

Enclosed is my donation of $ for UMCOR.

This will be a memorial to

Given by Phone #
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Trustees are Hard at Work

The Trustees Committee has started the year with
great enthusiasm. We would like to welcome Nancy
Smith, Cindy Vandermark, Sandy Prokopp, and Lucille
Evans to our committee. We are glad you're héreé
Trustees would like to update you on some of thikling
improvements that we’ve been working on. Under the
leadership of John Marsh and Dick LaCombe, Building
Management co-chairs, we have a new roof over the
education wing. Paul Perkins and the Tech Team
continue with the upgrades to our sound systentricRa
Calhoun continues to work on improved interior sige
to help everyone navigate the halls of ROFUM &elitt
more easily. And finally, the Arts, Beats and Eats
Festival will be coming to Royal Oak this Labor Day
weekend! Trustees are formulating a task force to

organize and implement ROFUM'’s engagement with this

“Top 10 Festival” in the country. This event ifirat for
ROFUM and we would like to be able to showcase our
church in the heart of this great festival. Wech¥©U!

If you have a passion to help create our plachig t
event, please let the office know or contact Dakiéahl
for more information. Let's grow our church togeth

Chairperson for Trustees

A Call for Help!
Saturday, March 27,
9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Again this spring and
summer, the Building
Management Committee will host Saturday Sweeps,
opportunities for you and your friends and famdy t
spend a Saturday morning volunteering your time and
talents helping to maintain our house of worstpidget
reductions are limiting the amount of time our odsal
staff has to attend to the building and groundst’saip
to us to lend a hand.

The first Saturday Sweep Session for 2010 will be
Saturday, March 27, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. We’ll be
doing a variety of cleaning and maintenance tasks.
Snacks will be included. Watch for more informatio
including a list of specific tasks to be done. FRt@w to
join us in March!

Many Thanks

Many, many thanks to the
ROFUM elves who once again
worked very, very had to decorat
and undecorated the Sanctuary f
Christmas. This is a big, heavy,
and dirty job that is a huge gift to
our congregation and community
This year our hard-working elves
were John & Cathy Marsh, Chris
Baker, Cathy Riggs, Bruce &
Cathy Baker, Courtney Baker,
Marcy Courtney, Josh & Liz
Wright, Amy Rhoades, David Rhoades, Nicole Edwards,
Tony Sifuentes, Elena Yarmy, Liesel Eckhardt, Miha
Dresden, Michael Long, and Ben Smith.

In 2009, the Christmas decorators made all new
wreaths for the Sanctuary — 22 in alll We alsdaegd
all of the ribbons on the wall sconces and ropiltarcy
Courtney tirelessly made more than 40 brand new,
professional bows! Wreath makers Cathy Baker, Kath
Riggs, Marcy Courtney, Courtney Baker, Cathy Marsh,
Bruce Baker, and John Marsh wired on almost 250
flowers, birds, and pinecones onto the wreaths.

New storage has been purchased to keep all of the
new décor dust and fade free for many years to come
Lastly, the tower entrance has a new Christmasvirene
energy efficient lights. 2010 will bring anothet f new
wreaths and ribbons as well as replacement ofdfidife
Sanctuary roping, so please remember to thank all o
these dedicated members before we put them back to
work for next Christmas!

Gratefully,
|
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Stewardship and Prayer

What does prayer mean to you?

As First United Methodists we

have made several

commitments to God and
Church, one of those being offering our prayers.

Prayer is probably the most powerful tool we have
for communicating with God and all his creatiorrayer
alone has been known to heal the sick, comfort the
troubled, produce a joyous heart and change thielwor
around us. All this and more has been the re$titten
prayers that many have contemplated and utterdd wit
unending faith. Prayer is more than the wordsfibat
from our mouths or the thoughts that permeate our
consciousness; prayer is the energy that emarrates f
our very soul. What we say with our mouths andkhi
with our minds will always be answered based on tvaw
feel in our hearts, for it is what is in our headhat
communicates the loudest to God and those who &le se
understanding from.

There are many types of prayer which can be
categorized in numerous ways. One common acronym
that reflects four important types of prayer is A.G.

Adoration (Give glory to God)

Confession (Say sorry for sins)

Thanksgiving (Give thanks for blessings)
Supplication (Pray for yourself and others’ needs)

We all have had times in our lives that have brough
out of our hearts such prayers. But often we allow
ourselves to be held back from offering a word rafyer
or a moment of silence for fear of how we may be
perceived. The Bible is full of all sorts of prageevery
type and flavor for every kind of situation. Theeally is
no right prayer, only a right attitude in prayes the
saying goes, "It's not what you say but how youisay
For a prayer short and simple coming from a hefart o
sincerity and belief will always communicate fattbe
than the most elegant words spoken from a heart of
disdain and doubt. The purpose of prayer is to
communicate and build a relationship with God aisd h
creation, for God is not a vending machine whergute
in a prayer request and out comes a product.

The Bible says to "pray without ceasing"
(1 Thessalonians 5:17). And this is what we ddeky,
for each thought we think, each word we say, antl ea
act we do is a prayer in and of itself, communiaaall
that we are. It's the attitude we carry withinttha
determines the response we get.

Christ promises that if we pray, without doubt, we
will receive what is prayed for.

"I tell you the truth, if you have faith and do rdiubt,
not only can you do what was done to the fig tbes,also

you can say to this mountain, 'Go, throw yoursgif ithe

sea,' and it will be done. If you believe, you witeive

whatever you ask for in prayer." (Matthew 21:21-22)

However, keep in mind what we ask for is that which

comes from our hearts and souls and this is naysdw
reflected in the words that come from our mouthiss
that which is inside us that determines the answers
receive.

Here is a simple prayer that incorporates A.C.T.S.
and has produced numerous miracles in many peoples'
lives, when expressed with an attitude of love fitbm
heart. (The main purpose of the following praetoi
help you "clean" (eliminate, erase, heal) the uscimus
and subconscious beliefs you hold within that sadpet
your efforts of prayer in all areas of life.)

I'm sorry ~ You are saying sorry to God for your
erroneous thoughts, words and actions that don't
communicate love and peace.

Please forgive me You ask forgiveness of God.

Thank you~ You express gratitude for the
opportunity to clear any unloving communication.

I love you~ You are allowing yourself to be open to
the love coming to you by praising God through
declaring your love.

Let us continue to be good stewards and prayerfully
consider our time, talents, gifts, service, andhess to
follow Christ, and then lead others in the samé pat
showing what working together accomplishes and that
anything is possible through Christ when we believe

“For you have been called for this purpose, since
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an exanfpt
you to follow in His steps.” 1 Peter 2:21

"HEHW &' ( )*
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On a trial basis, we are offering you the oppottuni
to sign up to receive future editions@hurch Lifeby

If you would like to place flowers on the altar in email rather than by snail mail. If you are instegl in
honor or memory of a loved one or to celebrateezisp this service, please let us know by emailing yaguest
occasion, please sign up on the flower chart lacate to Ivickers@rofum.org from the email address that y
the hallway bulletin board right across from thwdry. would like us to send yohurch Lifeto. This will not
Please include your name and phone number. Kim only save paper and printing costs, but it wilbadsisure
Christopher, altar flower coordinator, will contacu that you will receive each issue promptly. No more
regarding the details. If you have any questigos,can checking your mailbox day after day wondering where
contact Kim. your newsletter is.

Names and addresses of our homebound membersraienpertant to us. There is
constant change, so please note the names andgseklarefully. If you have any

Remember corrections or updates, please notify the churtibeof
Our Homebound Members
Vi Bradshaw Mary Tata Out of the Area
Peggy Smullen Edna Morrison _
Ruth Dawkins
Jeannette Safran Pat Lawson Maggie Fries
Bill & Virginia Hassberger Frank Kinney Christina Smith
Muriel Shepard - 306 Betty Lawson
Jay Embry Dorothy Schwem

Nadine Urquhart
Louella Wright
Yvonne Quinn

Sean Barr- Air Force - Florida Dan Lewis- Army (Italy)
Jody Holton- Hawaii Aaron Mingle - Navy (Florida)
Bobby Huneycutt Army Thomas Morales Navy (Gulf)

Paul Kondrat- Marines (Japan) Kimberly Munzinger- Marines (N. Carolina
Andrew Kostrzewa Navy (Guam)
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1-

-12-

Sarah Cook

Rielly Gregory
Vince Notarantonio
Ray Slowik

John Campbell
Laura Hice

Janet Carlson
Mark Consolacion
Ginny Cotton
Rose Mary Mann
Darren Wahl

Michael LaPrise
Brian Slifka

George Samson

Joan Hoelaars
Jamie Pepper
Shaelyn Simms

Benjamin Mutz
Ashley Schalm

Nancy Martin
Angie Nielsen

Scott Cummings
Carol Edward
Janet Maxwell
Roberta Wamser
Latrese Zryd

Elsa Reynolds
Tina Teed
Patrick Umstead

-13-

-14-

-15-

-16-
-17-

-18-
-19-

-20-

-21-

Zenovia Courtney
Randy Fall

George Samson, Jr.
Noreen Sleeman

Nicole Arney
Ruth Dawkins
Sherry Giles
Don McCreedy

Andrew Fenwick
Sarah Greco
Emmanuel Samson

Aaron Glaser

Lee Hoffmann
Drew Kosnik
Mary Tata
Phyllis Wagster

Lori Vickers

Goldie Chiti
Chloe Johnson
Cynthia McCarthy
Ashley Reid
Justin Watkins
Kyle Watkins

Bev Burgess
Christopher Rylance
Kris Simms

Kira Tull

Cindy Goodaker
Allison Harris
Michele Zryd

-22-

-23-

24-

-25-

-26-

27-

-28-

-29-

-31-

Howard Emorey
Kay LaCombe
Shannon Shornak

James Carr
James Hice
Tom Watts

Bob Giles
Vel Lowman
Lori Suarez

Mya Brown
Adrianna Burgess
Neal Burgess
Brendan Murray

Ginny Conrad
Courtney Hall

Janet Cork

Jean Maclintyre
Christian Samson
Dave Starling

George Hoelaars
Gaberielle Morse

Gordon Berg
Gaberiel Budnar
Dody Bunker
Kim Christopher
Karl Evans
James Hartrick

Zachary Gillespie
Christel Samson

Please note: If you don’t see your name
on our birthday list, please let us know!
We may not have your birthday in our
data base.
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Return Service Requested

Dated Material - Please Deliver Promptly
Mailed February 17, 2010

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID

Royal Oak, MI
Permit No. 33(

March 28, Palm Sunday
9:15 and 11:00 a.m— “Service of the Palms”

April 1, Maundy Thursday
7:30 p.m.

April 2, Good Friday
12:00 p.m.-1:30 p.m—
Community Good Friday Service
@ St. John’s UMC on Rochester R

7:00 p.m.— Tenebrae Service

April 3, Holy Saturday
5:30 p.m.— Worship

April 4, Easter Sunday
7:15 a.m.— Sunrise Servicen church lawn
8:00 a.m.— Breakfast at Pronto!
9:15 a.m.— “Celebration of the Risen Lord"
10:30 a.m— Easter Egg hunt on church lawn
11:00 a.m.— “Celebration of the Risen Lord”

Seder Meal
March 31, 6:30 p.m.

Everyone is invited to share a special Seder meal
on March 31 at 6:30 p.m. Experience the sights, th
tastes, and the songs of a traditional meal asufdv
have been celebrated in Jesus’ final week. Feel th
drama as we break bread and experience the Last
Supper. Reservations are not required, but woalld b
appreciated.

This will be a special evening for Holy COW. We
will not be meeting for our regular classes and
activities; we will all join together to particigatn the
Seder meal.
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