
The Face in the Glass 
I looked in the 
mirror the other 
day and saw my 
face.  Of course, it 
looked pretty much 
like it did the day 
before except that I 
had a hair cut.  I’m 
not certain why, but 

a curious thought crossed my mind 
about then.  I pictured myself a few 
decades down the road looking in the 
mirror with a startling realization: I 
had aged. 

Not that I haven’t aged.  I 
recently came across a picture of 
myself that had been taken fifteen 
years ago and I was surprised – 
actually surprised – that I had very 
little gray in my hair and beard.  
Imagine myself with dark hair and a 
baby face!  And to think I still think of 
myself as being about the same age as 
I was then.  My father told me that you 
are only as old as you feel, and I 
suppose he was right. 

But what about twenty or thirty 
years from now?  If I live that long I 
suppose I would see some real 
changes.  And when I thought of that 
the other day looking into the mirror, I 
thought of saying to myself, “Huh!  I 
always wondered what I would look 

like when I got this old!” 

So what’s the point?  The point is 
that in some ways I have quite a bit of 
control over the way I look as I get 
older.  I could insist on clinging to the 
past and do my best to look the way I 
did when I went to rock concerts and 
college.  I could grow my hair and 
beard a little longer to match the style 
I used to don and I could find a pair of 
bell bottoms and a military jacket 
covered with peace pins and beads.   

I go too far.  I never looked quite 
like that.   

But I could also change with the 
times, as I have, groom myself in 
current styles, wear my graying beard 
and graying, thinning hair with some 
pride over who I am becoming.   

I could also work on the way I act 
and the choices I make and reflect my 
aging as one who is gaining wisdom 
and grace as I live longer with Christ 
and seek to grow in my faith. 

All this rambling does have a 
point.  I can choose to change as the 
Spirit of God nudges me to do.  I can 
grow.  To put it the old Methodist way 
that John Wesley would like: I could 
go on toward perfection.  I could press 
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Dear Friends, 

What an April Fools Day and Maundy 
Thursday!  It was truly an accident and 
with prayers from the minute it happened, I 
have made a remarkable recovery.  I’m 

walking with the walker and should be starting my home 
therapy soon.  I’m home at my sister’s house and the 
address is available in the office.  Many thanks to John, 
Brian, and Chuck for their many visits and prayers.  Also 
to my ice cream buddies who helped me keep up with 
what is going on at church.  Last, but not least, thank you 
for all the beautiful cards and prayers.  They brightened 
up my day.  I am truly blessed to have a wonderful 
church family.  I’m anxious to get back to work, but the 
nurse says not until my home therapy stops. 

Here is a hug for everyone!  Love and God bless, 
        ������

P.S.  Don’t mention “Break a leg” to anyone in 
choir in the future. 

��������  

Recently a long-time member whose health prevents 
her from regularly attending church came to worship and 
stayed for coffee hour.  I was so pleased to see her again.  
She inquired of my health and then said, “You have no 
idea how often I prayed for you.”  What a power 
Christian witness she made on my behalf!  No doubt she 
prays earnestly for others in our church famiy.  My 
recovery has been a remarkable one, and she has been a 
part of it.  Praise God! 

From a member who prefers to remain anonymous 
��������  

Thank you for the beautiful pink rose placed on the 
altar in recognition of Adalyn, our first grandchild.  
Andrew and I are enjoying our new roles as 
grandparents.  God is good. 

������	
���
�������
��������  

Thanks so much to each of you for your prayers, 
cards, and best wishes on the death of Jay.  Being a part 
of this caring church family meant so much to me and 
my family. 

God bless you all 
�����������

 

The following was submitted by the woman whose house 
was repaired by ROFUM members through the 
MetroBridges workday: 

Thanks to all the helpers for doing the Lord’s work.  
You were so helpful in every effort to repair my home.  
Nice and kind-hearted you are.  May all the workers be 
blessed. 

��������
����  
        Rosemont Street, Detroit 

 

 

 

�

The faith community of Royal Oak First extends 
sympathy to the family and friends of: 

Zenovia Courtney on the death of her brother, Dr. 
Boris Pukay, 4/16 

Lee Hoffmann on the death of her friend, Rita 
Duncan, 4/23 

Laura Hice on the death of her cousin, Josephine 
Bargy, 4/29 

Don Shader, in Florida, 4/29 
Kathy McDaniel on the death of her father, Warren 

Smith, 5/2 
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Aubrey Marie Pepper, daughter 

of David & Jamie Pepper, 3/29. 
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Congratulations to the following eighth graders who 
were confirmed on Sunday, May 2: 

PEOPLE IN  
THE CHURCH 

Ann Blessman 
Evan Fall 

Alex Herrick 
Jodi Hoelaars-Jordano 

Christian Huber 
Hunter Kosnik 
Melanie Limer 
Elizabeth Visci 
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on toward the goal. 

I could do things differently next year than I did last 
year.  I could be intentional. 

I just read an article in an e-mail newsletter I get 
each day, called “Read the Spirit,” edited by David 
Crumm, the former religion editor of The Detroit Free 
Press.  This article was about giving Mother’s Day a 
makeover and it was written by essayist and playwright 
Margaret Dulaney.  She said that the average American 
household is apt to spend $100 each year on Mother’s 
Day.  It has a long way to go, but it’s another American 
holiday that seems to be going the way of Christmas.  
Christmas, of course, has lost much of its meaning in the 
gross morass of materialism.  Now Mother’s Day, she 
says, is getting lost in the idea that the way we honor our 
mothers is to identify her as the one who is going to be 
gift-recipient for the day. 

What if we were to go beyond that?  What if we 
would decide that we’d spend at least that much to save 
the life of a child of some mother in a third world country 
or in an American neighborhood that actually is Third 
World in the midst of this First World we live in?  
Wouldn’t that be a way of honoring motherhood?  
Wouldn’t that be a way of honoring our own mothers and 
grandmothers and wives and daughters? 

I believe it would.  It would be an intentional way 
that I could be a disciple of Christ making decisions to 
change the world as the best gifts I could give my loved 
ones and the best gift I could give God. 

It’s after Mother’s Day.  But it’s before Christmas.  
Perhaps now, in June, is the time I can decide the way I 
look in December. 

When I look in the mirror then, I wonder what I’ll 
see. 

Grace and peace, 

 

 

��������
���������
Senior Pastor 

 

 

 

 

 

 
June 12 and 13  

Royal Oak 
Clay, Glass & Metal 

Show  
This event on Washington Avenue brings many 

visitors right past our church, and we need volunteers to 
show them that everyone is welcome at Royal Oak First 
UMC.  We will be sponsoring a “Cooling Tent” where 
shoppers can sit in the shade and enjoy a free glass of ice 
cold lemonade or water.  Jars will be available to accept 
donations on behalf of our Sack Lunch Program. 

We are looking for volunteers to man the tent in 2-
hour shifts (3 individuals per shift) on Saturday from  
10 a.m. – 6 p.m. and on Sunday from noon – 6 p.m.  
Sign-up sheets will be available at Fellowship Hour or in 
the church office.  We are also looking for someone to 
help coordinate this event – make sure there is a set-up 
and clean-up crew, prepare lemonade, coordinate 
volunteers, etc.  If you can help out in any way, contact 
Lori Vickers in the church office.  Please join us! 

July 17 and 18 
Royal Oak  

Antique and Garage Sale  
Thirty thousand people will be in our church 

neighborhood for the sale at the parking structure on 
Lafayette between Fifth and Sixth Streets.  Many hands 
are needed to extend ROFUM fellowship to them as we 
pass out shopping bags they can use at the sale.  We’ll 
also offer the use of our parking lot for disabled attendees 
during certain hours.   

We’ll be looking for volunteers to work in shifts 
staffing the parking lot and handing out shopping bags.  
Sign-up sheets will be available at Fellowship Hour or 
contact Candy Ather-Putman.  Please join us! 

(Continued from page 1) 

Fellowship Time Workers are Needed 
Contact Joyce Nelson 

(248-435-6846) if you are 
willing to help out with 
Fellowship Time after either 
the 9:15 or 11 a.m. Sunday 
worship services.  We are 
always in need of additional 
smiling faces. 
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Mission Update  
This year we have pledged $1000 to 
Liberia – Water for Life.  The purpose of 
this project is to rescue forty-five 

communities and residents from poor living conditions by 
constructing wells, which will provide safe drinking water 
and bring dignity and life to these communities. 

The issue of safe drinking water in Liberia is a 
serious problem that needs to be addressed urgently.  For 
many years now, the forty-five communities identified for 
the implementation of this project have not had access to 
safe drinking water since they were established.  The only 
sources of drinking water for these communities are 
creeks, rivers, and streams, which are very hazardous to 
their health.   

This continues to create serious health problems 
among the residents.  For example, in Doewein, 
Owensgrove District, Grand Bassa County, a 19-year-old 
man, while on his fishing voyage up the river, became 
drawn and died and his decomposed body was discovered 
four days later.  Residents, unaware of this situation, 
drank water from the river, thus causing stomach cramps, 
diarrhea, and other related sicknesses among them.  
Intervention by The Monitor has led to the construction of 
a well for the community. 

 

 

Summer Sack Lunch Program 
Once again the Sack Lunch program is 

in need of some help.  We would like to 
serve lunch over the summer months, but 
this will require additional funds.  Our 
volunteers are willing to help out some days 
over the summer months.  If you would like 
to help even one day, please give me a call 
so I can put you on the schedule. 

In addition to money, we also need donations of 
juice boxes, fruit or pudding cups, chips, and cookies.  I 
usually buy lunchmeat and bread from Aldi’s as I can get 
the best prices there.  If you do donate lunchmeat or 
bread, please give me a call so I can prepare sandwiches 
before the food goes into the freezer. 

We still put out clothing donations on the last 
Monday in the month.  Items needed most are men’s 
jeans, khakis, socks, underwear, and tennis shoes.  We 
can always use hygiene items. 

Thanks again for your support of our Sack Lunch 
Program. 

�������������   

MetroBridges 
We’re On Our Way 

Monday evening, May 10, about twenty United 
Methodists, half from ROFUM and half from Second 
Grace, met at Second Grace UMC in Detroit to lay the 
groundwork for joint ministry.  After a lively discussion, 
a list of ambitious ideas emerged that focused on youth, 
service and fellowship with the two churches.  Two 
opportunities are right around the corner and are 
highlighted below.  Watch the next issue of Church Life 
for some additional exciting ways we will build bridges 
with our metropolitan brothers and sisters. 

So Much to Do 
Part of MetroBridges Ministry is the repair of homes 

in the Joy-Southfield neighborhood.  This summer 260 
volunteers, 80% youth, will be descending on the area to 
work on these houses as well as the new Second Grace 
Community Annex across the street from the church.  
What is desperately needed are adults with construction 
skills to serve as on-site project coordinators.  Can you 
help?  The work will be done this summer during the 
weeks of June 14, 21, 28 and July 12, 19, 26.  You do not 
have to commit to an entire week.  Call Neal Harris 
(248/689-3382) if interested. 

An Opportunity to Serve 
Metro Bridges has the opportunity to participate in 

Second Grace UMC's ministry offering a safe, nurturing 
environment to urban children during the summer.  This 
year the children, aged 5-12, will attend the program at 
Second Grace Tuesday through Friday each week from 
June 29 to August 6, between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.  Latchkey 
is available morning and afternoon for those parents 
whose work schedules require it.  Daily activities include 
Bible study, music, art, crafts and dance, as well as indoor 
and outdoor games.  There is a field trip each Friday.  
They will have a picnic, visit The Henry Ford, enjoy the 
Water Park at Chandler Park, and participate in a day of 
activities and games at First United Methodist Church 
Northville.  Each Thursday they will walk to a nearby 
library to participate in their Summer Reading Program.  
Visitors will bring special programs to the children, 
including the Fire Department, the Girl Scouts and the 
Greening of Detroit.  A well-balanced and nutritious 
lunch is provided every day. 

Mission Interns employed by the Detroit Conference 
will be in charge of the children.  Volunteers are needed 
to be weekly assistant site directors, to prepare and serve 
lunches, to do a special presentation or to teach a craft or 
special activity.  If you are interested in learning more or 
helping, whether it be a little or a lot, contact Joann Smith  
or Amy Newberg. 
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Youth Choir News 
The summer will be full of events 
for our youth choir members.  Be 
sure to put Monday, June 21, on 
your calendars.  Angelus Choir will 
be meeting at Laser Quest in 
Madison Heights followed by a 
rehearsal for the upcoming August 

Choir Tour.  Current 8th graders through graduated 
seniors are included in both events.  Permission slips are 
available on-line and in the church office.  The youth that 
are involved in Choir Tour become vocal leaders at Choir 
Camp and throughout the rest of the year by getting an 
early start on the music.  They also have the opportunity 
to explore Northern Michigan with good friends, stay at 
the beautiful Lake Louise Community, and represent our 
church as music ambassadors.  Participating youth can 
also receive volunteer service hours needed for high 
school organizations.  Be sure to check our website for 
upcoming rehearsals. 

Of course, we are all excited about our annual Choir 
Camp which begins at our 9:15 and 11 a.m. worship 
services on Sunday, July 25.  Camp staff will be 
commissioned at the 9:15 a.m. service so that they can 
prepare for the week at Camp Ohiyesa.  Campers and 
their families will attend the 11 a.m. service to be 
commissioned for their week of fun and worship.  
Worship on July 25 will also include a presentation by 
our Youth Mission Team about their trip to Houghton.  
Don’t miss these special services as well as our exciting 
Camp Sunday presentation on August 1 at 11 a.m. 

Helping Our Own Family 
On Saturday, April 10, Mike Long, Dick & Kay 

LaCombe, John & Cathy Marsh, and Ginny Borts went to 
the home of Bruce Tufford and Dori Bridson to help them 
out with some yard work they can’t do because of vision 
problems.  Bruce came out and helped as much as he 
could and Dori took care of refreshments. 

It was a good day to work outside: dry, a little 
breezy, and just the right temperature.  We were able to 
accomplish quite a bit: pulling weeds, digging out dead 
underbrush, trimming trees, raking, etc.  We did not finish 
and left behind a stack of debris which John went back 
and picked up a week or so later.  Bruce and Dori were 
left with 19 bags full of yard waste at the curb for 
Monday’s pick-up. 

On the evening of Wednesday, May 28, Dick & Kay 
LaCombe, Neal, Shirley, & Jeff Harris, Paul Kremer and 
his pal, Rick, and Ginny Borts went back to finish the job.  
Again Bruce and Dori did what they could to help.  In 
addition to more of the same jobs as before, the guys had 
a load of dirt left from a cement project to deal with.  
They raked it into an existing sloped area and spread 
grass seed over it.  Neal replanted a small maple tree to a 
healthier area.  More tree trimming, raking, and clean-up 
was done. 

As we worked, neighbors would stop as they walked 
along to tell Bruce and us what a good job we were doing.  
When we were finished, things looked quite healthy. 

We left feeling much better than when we arrived.  
We had been able to help members of our own church 
family, and we were happy that we could do it. 

��

�� ��!��

Join Us at Choir Camp! 
July 25-31 

Registration packets are being mailed out to all 
children and youth who will be entering the 3rd through 
12th grades in the fall.  If you haven’t received one by 
the end of May, extra registrations packets will be 
available in the church office.  Absolute deadline for 
registration and payment or deposit is Sunday, June 20.  
For campership information, contact Kip Tull, Music 
Guild Treasurer, at 248-569-2539.  We want all of our 
children and youth to be able to attend this wonderful 
camp with us. 

Choir Camp will again be held at Camp Ohiyesa (a 
YMCA camp) in Holly.  Camp Ohiyesa is a beautiful, 
wooded camp only 50 minutes from Royal Oak.  If you 
have any questions or concerns, contact Carolyn 
Rondot, Camp Dean. 

Summer Baptism 
Schedule  

We typically celebrate the sacrament of baptism on 
the third Sunday of every month, but during the months 
of July and August we will stray from this schedule 
slightly.  Summer baptism dates will be as follows: 

June 20 
July 25 
August 29 

If you would like to schedule a baptism, please 
contact Lori Vickers (248-541-4100 ext. 1224) Monday 
through Thursday between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.  
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Register now for Vacation Bible School 
July 12-16 
7-8:30 p.m. 

Children ages preschool through elementary school are invited to attend this special program taking place in our 
Fellowship Hall.  This year your kids will have the opportunity to be stars.  We will learn Bible stories and from 
them create a show complete with a hand-made set and props.  Every child will have a part to play. 

On Friday, July 16, parents and guests are invited to attend our performance.  There will be a $2.00 ticket charge 
which will be donated to a selected charity. 

Please join us for this time of fun, sharing, and learning! 

Registration forms must be returned to the church office by Thursday, July 1.  For more information or to 
help with this event, contact Laurie Yarmy. 

Child’s Name ________________________________________________________ Age___________________  

Child’s Name ________________________________________________________ Age___________________  

Child’s Name ________________________________________________________ Age___________________  

Parent’s Name_______________________________________________________________________________  

Phone ____________________________ Email ___________________________________________________  

Young Adult Activities (Friends in Faith) 
Please contact Caroline Scott (caroscott81@hotmail.com) if you would like to be added to our Evite list or would like to 
RSVP to the following events.  Event details may be changed due to lack of interest or emergencies.  All guests on the 
Evite list will be notified of any changes to the schedule. 

Saturday, June 26, 3:00 p.m. 
Detroit Zoo – We’ll meet at the main gate.  We picked a post-nap start time, so please bring your kids!  Visit the zoo 
website at www.detroitzoo.org. 

Friday, July 16, 6:00 p.m. 
Barbecue and game night at Caroline’s house.  Come for the generous helping of pulled pork, homemade ice 
cream, and some yummy side dishes.  Veggie-friendly foods will also be available.  Stay for the thrill of competition!   
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News for All  
from the  
United Methodist Women 

Unit Meeting 
Thursday, June 3 

 9:30 a.m. Executive Committee 
 11:45 a.m. Salad Luncheon 
 1:00 p.m. “Women of the Bible” presented by 

Roscommon UMC 
Please bring a salad to serve 8 people.  It is 

important that you make a reservation with Marjorie 
Sutherland by Thursday, May 27, as we are inviting 
other churches as our guests.  They will be bringing a 
free-will offering.   

Ink Jet and Cell Phone Recycling Continues 
Thanks to all who have donated empty printer 

cartridges and used cell phones.  This is an ongoing 
fundraiser, so please continue placing your EMPTY 
cartridges and phones in the bucket in the office.  Please 
put the empty cartridges in the original box or a Ziploc 
bag to keep them safe from damages and spills.  Any 
questions, contact Marge Youngs. 

Ingathering Project 
The ingathering collection this year is for young 

people who find themselves having no place to live but 
the street.  They are asking for the following NEW 
items: sports bras, underpants and socks for women and 
t-shirts, underpants, and socks for men.  The above items 
should be sizes small thru extra large.  These items can 
be placed in the marked tub located in the narthex. 

Pillow Cases 
Knowledge Circle's pillowcase project was such a 

fun and worthy endeavor that as social action 
chairperson, I would like to open this up to our church 
family and friends for an ongoing project now through 
the fall.  This would give a nice stash of special 
pillowcases for the children and moms to choose from at 
Cass Community’s Mom's Place.  What a wonderful 
thing for them to have something new and unique to 
brighten their room and sleep on each night.  For more 
information on the million pillowcase challenge go to 
allpeoplequilt.com or call me (Kathy Riggs).  Donated 
cotton material will gladly be accepted and taken to 
someone who sews.  Also, if you would like to be a 
sewer contact me so I can get donated material to you.  I 
can get you a fun and easy pattern for the pillowcases 
plus the amount of material needed, or you can find the 
same information by going to www.scribd.com/
doc/24025333/Magic-Pillowcase.  The pillowcases and/
or donated material can be placed in the marked tub to 
the right of the microwave in the kitchenette (next to the 
parlor). 

"�!���������

GCCP UPDATE 
GCCP (God’s Country Cooperative Parish in the 

U.P.) has a great need for any winter wear in children’s 
and adult sizes (including coats).  Please put your 
donations in the marked tub in the narthex by July.  
Coats can be hung on the marked coat rack in the narthex 
coat room.  Your donations are greatly appreciated by 
the people in our Upper Peninsula.  One of our members 
will be able to deliver the donated items in July.  
Remember that a too small, slightly worn item to us is a 
wonderful and warm treasure for one in need. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Men’s Fellowship 
Saturday, June 19, 8:19 a.m. 

The program will be a double feature:  
      “Places I Hide” with Peter Wurdock and 
      Modern Fishing Techniques with Bruce Tufford 

Join us in Fellowship Hall for a great meal and be 
enlightened at the same time! 

 
The Ninth Annual Charity 
Golf event to benefit 
Samaritan Counseling 
Center of Southeaster 

Michigan will be held on June 18 at the Links of Novi.  
You may form your own foursome or you can be placed 
in a great group.  This is a fun game on an exciting course 
with a scramble format. 

The Samaritan Counseling Center is one of the 
Ministry Jubilee projects we are supporting in our mission 
giving this year.  Anyone interested should pick up a 
registration form from the church office or see Noel 
Peterson for more details. 

To register, call 248-474-4701 or go to 
www.samaritancounselingmichigan.com. 
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First ADVENTURES provides adults 
with opportunities to be active and re-
energize outdoors in God's amazing 
creation.  Take a look at what's 

happening and feel free to offer suggestions for other 
activities.  INVITE YOUR FRIENDS TO JOIN US! 

ADIRONDACK ADVENTURE:  We are still accepting 
reservations for this trip.  Let us know if you are at all 
interested in being a part of this special trip to the 
beautiful Adirondack Mountains in New York from 
August 11 through August 15.  You'll be able to select 
from a wide variety of opportunities available in the area, 
including: light hiking, strenuous hiking, canoeing/
kayaking, visiting the fascinating Adirondack 
Museum, bobsledding at Lake Placid's Olympic park, 
sightseeing, shopping or just relaxing in a fabulous 
natural setting.  The cost is very reasonable.  Brochures 
are available in the church office.  Contact Rev. Hice at 
248-541-4100 or Neal & Shirley Harris. 

ROAD BIKING: Saturdays at 8 a.m., from the church 
parking lot, weather permitting.  Riders of moderate 
ability are invited to join us as we embark on trips to 
various locations in the Metro Detroit area.  We’ll 
progress up to 30 miles or more at a pace of 15-17 mph.  
Contact Bob Berard (firstadventures@rofum.org) for 
more information.  Also, watch our website for up-to-date 
changes of venue or ride cancellations.  We would like to 
start a more leisurely ride, too, so let us know if you 
would like to be a part of that. 

RUNNING TRAINING:  Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 
following the first service. .Wear your running clothes.  
Runners are led by Corey Harris. 

SUNDAY WALK TO CHURCH: If you live near Main 
St. between church and 13 Mile Rd. you can start the day 
with a little exercise on the way to church.  Please let 
Laura Hice know if you would like to improve your body 
on the way to improving your spirit. 

CANOING AND HIKING:  We are planning a hiking 
outing for later this summer (partly to help prepare for our 
Adirondack trip) and possibly a canoeing outing for all 
ages in the early fall. 

PLANNING MEETINGS:  4th Monday of each month.  
We welcome your insights. 

First  ADVENTURES is open to all adults; you do not 
need to be a member of ROFUM.  Contact Bob Berard or 
Jon Cline or email us at firstadventures@rofum.org.  
Visit our blog at firstadventures.wordpress.com for more 

details and possible changes closer to the event dates, as 
well as other interesting information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…to members of the congregation who brought in more 
than 1200 cans to be recycled for the “Nothing but Nets” 
activity.  And to the four middle school students – Quinn 
Fall, Geoanna Ji, Clay Kosnik and Jesse Nahhat – who 
took the cans to local grocery stores to redeem them.  
There are now 18 families in Africa who have special 
mosquito repellant bed nets to help stop the spread of 
malaria. 

…to the ROFUM CROP walkers and their supporters 
who raised over $3500 to help combat hunger worldwide.  
As of May 2 (the day of the CROP Walk) a total of 
approximately $10,000 had been pledged by all the Royal 
Oak churches participating in the walk – more may come 
in via internet pledges. 

Canoeing, Hiking, Biking, Running, Walking, and the  Adirondacks 
with First ADVENTURES 

Let’s Go Out to the Ballgame 
We are expecting to organize a group to attend a 

Tiger baseball game this summer.  We will need to know 
the approximate number of 
people interested in joining 
this event before we order 
tickets, rent a bus, and finalize 
all the plans.  Anyone 
interested in getting in on the 
fun should contact the church 
office to give the number of 
attendees. 

You can buy some peanuts and Cracker Jacks, and 
we will make sure that you do get back. 
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Stewardship 
Update 

There are currently many 
exciting things happening 
with the “In His Steps” 

commitment program.  This year, the full program is 
called “In His Steps – Just a Closer Walk” which reminds 
us that through our commitments we learn how to follow 
Jesus more closely.  

Additionally, there is a leadership committee of 
roughly 20 people, called the Steering Committee, 
serving as leaders of this program.  Into the month of June 
they will recruit around 100 people to serve as Captains.  
The Captains will make phone calls to the rest of the 
ROFUM congregation to invite them to Commitment 
weekend on October 23rd and 24th.  It’s not too early to 
mark your calendars now for that very special weekend!  

Over the summer the Steering Committee members 
will host the Captains at fellowship events.  These small 
groups will gather to share witness as well as ideas for 
this church and for our commitment program.  Imagine 
that nearly 125 people will be preparing for the 
commitment program, to lead the rest of the congregation 
in their commitments.   

We will also create a 40-day devotional booklet for 
study leading up to Commitment weekend.  Again this 
year, it will be written by members of ROFUM.  This 
devotional booklet is a way for ROFUM members to 
share witness with each other. 

Remember, stewardship means that we are good 
stewards of our prayers, presence, gifts, service and 
witness.  Even though we are thinking about the exciting 
events coming up this year, we still need to remember the 
commitments we made in those areas for 2010.  How 
have you fulfilled your commitments?  What will you do 
differently this year to ensure you fulfill them? 

Let us continue to be good stewards and prayerfully 
consider our time, talents, gifts, service, and witness to 
follow Christ, and then lead others in the same path, 
showing what working together accomplishes and that 
anything is possible through Christ when we believe. 

“For you have been called for this purpose, since 
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for 
you to follow in His steps.”  1 Peter 2:21 

#$%$��&'()��!�
������*������!!����

�

�

Through the first quarter of 2010, our net revenue 
over expense is a positive $10,781 compared to a negative 
$37,931 for the same period last year.  Our income for the 
first quarter was also $21,000 higher than it was last year.  
This is encouraging news, but the year is still young and it 
continues to be tempered by our unpaid apportionment 
obligation that continues to grow.  Remember that your 
financial gifts as well as your prayers, presence, service 
and witness are what drives ROFUM’s ministries and 
programs. 

��++�,��-���, Finance Chair 

 

Members Wanted 
“Preparing for Membership” will meet on 5 

consecutive Wednesday evenings (July 7 – August 4) at 
7:30 p.m.  Membership reception will occur on Sunday, 
August 8. 

If you are interested in joining this class, please 
leave your name and phone number in the church office.  
Direct questions to Brian Wright or Rev. Hice. 
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Fish Dinner “Catch”-Up 
Our 13th year of serving quality fish 

dinners at Royal Oak First United Methodist 
Church was completed with our 5th dinner on 
March 26.  One hundred and thirty-six 
volunteers as well as Boy Scout Troop 1601 
were involved in creating a gracious and 
delicious dining experience for our patrons.  We 
averaged 335 people per dinner and netted 
about $4,500.00. 

At our April 18 recap meeting, members of 
the Fish Dinner Committee voted to give $2,000 
to Education for youth programs and ministries 
and $100 to Boy Scout Troup 1601 for their 
help in setting up the dining room in Fellowship 
Hall for each dinner.  A little over $3,000 was 
given to the Church’s General Fund and some perishables 
were donated to the Sack Lunch program and Sunday 
morning Fellowship Time.  A balance of $4,000.00 has 
been retained for the 2011 Fish Dinners. 

While the numbers of dinners served were down 
compared to previous years, we attribute a large part of 
the decrease to the economy and the lack of 
advertising...free advertising.  Thankfully, the economy is 
showing improvement, and we hope to do a better job 
advertising for the 2011 Fish Dinners.  

Special thanks go out to: Charlene and John Faunt, 
Liesl Eckhart, Delores and Mike Grier, Carol Mayer, 
Karen Calhoun, Bernice Sayers, Pam Shewchuck and Ray 
Blessman for their hard work in the front of the house.  
Extra special thanks go out to the Craig Sleeman, Geoff 
Sleeman, Virginia Sleeman, Tom Schack, Dave Starling, 
Steve & Janet Kinney, Jane Walbridge, Jenny Lowman, 
Lenore Hoelaars, Marie Dunstan, and Shirley Ednie in the 
kitchen, and to Andy Harmon, Bob Berard, Jim Standing, 
JoeAnn Phillips and the whole rest of the crew who did 
that extra nasty job of cleaning everything when we were 
done and for resetting Fellowship Hall for Sunday 
morning worship.  

We have been cleared on the church calendar to hold 
the 14th Annual Fish Dinners on January 28, February 11, 
February 25, March 11 and March 25.  Look for our ads 
in the January Church Life and in your local paper and 
share these dates with your friends and neighbors.  With 
your help and yours and yours, we'll have the most 
successful dinners to date.  Thanks again for everyone's 
involvement!  See you next year. 

.����������
��!���'������

��������!!���

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Building Management 
Happenings 

The Building Management 
Committee is part of the ROFUM 
Trustees made up with a dozen 
members who are asked to serve 
three-year terms.  Our responsibilities are the general 
maintenance and repair of the church properties and 
oversight of the activities of our custodial staff.  Some of 
the maintenance work in the church is performed by 
volunteers, both skilled and unskilled.  They are an 
important element in the total maintenance of our 
properties. 

On Saturday, June 19, from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m., 
there will be an opportunity to volunteer some of your 
time and skills at the next Saturday Sweep Session.  At 
the March session we had 18 participants including one 
whose only connection with our church was through the 
Sack Lunch Program.  Again, we will be doing some 
cleaning and repairs to supplement the work of our 
custodial staff.  The committee is currently assembling a 
list of items that need to be addressed.  If the weather 
permits, we will be working outside also.  Snacks will be 
available.  Sign-up sheets will be available during 
Fellowship Times and in the church office. 

If you want breakfast before you start working, come 
to Fellowship Hall at 8:19 for the Men’s Fellowship 
breakfast.  Pete Wurdock will talk about his book, “Places 
I Hide”, and Bruce Tufford will talk about modern fishing 
techniques.  Following the breakfast and meeting, come 
upstairs to the Parlor and pick up a Saturday Sweep 
assignment. 

Emily Aeillo ready to serve up some delicious fish! 
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Fred Bowden - General Labor 
Dr. Nancy E. Hartrick - Family Dentistry 

Kinsey-Garrett Funeral Home 
Paul Kremer – Garage Doors 

Jennifer Notarantonio - Wellness Consultant 
Vivid Digital Concepts 

New sponsors are always welcome!  Contact Lori 
Vickers in the church office (248/541-4100) to learn how 
you or your organization can become a Church Life 
sponsor. 

Sponsorships: 
�� Single Issue $15.00 
�� Quarterly (3 issues) $45.00 
�� Yearly (12 issues) $180.00 
Prices are based on a business card size ad. 

Individual Messages: 
�� Birthdays, Anniversaries, Greetings, etc. 

$5.00/issue 
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Sean Barr - Air Force - Florida 
Jody Holton - Hawaii 
Bobby Huneycutt - Army 
Paul Kondrat - Marines (Japan) 
Andrew Kostrzewa - Navy (Guam) 

Dan Lewis - Army (Italy) 
Aaron Mingle - Navy (Florida) 
Thomas Morales - Navy (Gulf) 
Kimberly Munzinger - Marines (N. Carolina) 

Vi Bradshaw  
Lois DeVos 
Frank Kinney  
Irene Koscien  
Dorthella Kreger 
Pat Lawson  
Margery Lawson  
Yvonne Quinn 

Jeannette Safran  
Dorothy Schwem  
Muriel Shepard 
Peggy Smullen  
Mary Tata 
Louise Wyman  
Louella Wright  

Out of the Area  

Ruth Dawkins 
Maggie Fries 
Christina Smith 

Names and addresses of our homebound members are very important to us.  There is 
constant change, so please note the names and addresses carefully.  If you have any 
corrections or updates, please notify the church office. 

 

 
 
Who is that lady on the back of 
the Harley?  If you guessed 
Dorothy Cowley, you’re right!  
At 88 years young she showed 
that it’s never too late to take 
your first motorcycle ride.  She 
is seen here with her 
grandaughter’s husband, 
Fernando Nieves, who took 
her cruising down Woodward 
on this past Easter day 
afternoon. 
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 -1- Louise Church 
  Helen Misner 
  Kevin Richardson 

 -2- Joshua Barnhart 
  Brendan Best 
  Lois DeVos 
  Phyllis Hassberger 
  Marilyn McCreedy 

 -3- Melissa Arney 
  Chris Christopher 
  Beth Simms 
  Kim Stroud 
  Caroline Stroud 

 -4- Susan Brown 
  Laura Keaton 
  Alex Treece 

 -5- Eli Yarmy 
  Donna Yates 

 -6- Jon Cline 

 -7- Andrew Kissoondial 
  Nancy Low 
  Meghan McCarthy 

 -8- Jeff Weathers 

 -9- Georgia Boyse 
  Bridget Dunstan 
  Andrew Gibson 
  Becky Hetchler 
  Myra Pollard 
  Nancy Reid 
  Gwyneth VanBrandeghen 
  John Wagster 

-10- Marguerite Horak 
  Don Seidler 

 

-11- Kim Carlsen 
  Emily Reed 
  Donnie Slowik 
  Colleen Smith 
  Olivia Willey 

-12- Bill Clark 
  Ava Danner 
  Margaret Harris 
  Heather Rowe 

-13- Carter Dresden 
  Gladys Dreske 

-14- Marie Evans 
  Joe Gardner 

-15- Bruce Baker 
  Buddy Border 
  Katie Cross 
  Pansy Mick 
  Scott Skokos 
  Ken Stringer 
  Kenyon Zryd 

-16- Sharon Cross 
  Justin Evoe 
  Erica Limer 
  Larry Watkins, Sr. 

-17- Julie Belling 
  Korinne Showers 
  Julia Wahl 

-18- Luke Blankenship 
  Laurie Marck 
  Jesse Nahhat 
  Madison Smith 
  Lauren Weathers 

-19- Lynn Huber 
  Isabella Morse 
  Sophia Morse 
  Megan Walch 

-20- Julie Sleeman 
  Melanie Weathers 

-21- Jacob Ex 

-23- Erin Berard 
  Dorothy Gates 
  Koltin Krstich 
  Christopher Samson 
  Kim Watts 

-24- Dorothy Bliss 
  Patty DeTavernier 
  Eric Frentz 
  Steven Skokos 
  Abby Tripoli 

-25- Abbie Schultz 
  Linda Slowik 

-26- Bill Hassberger 
  Sharon Kincannon 
  Kasey O’Donnell 
  Emily Ries 
  Pam Sluss 
  Trevor VanAtta 

-27- Joshua Brennan 
  Arianne Dobicki 
  Curt Odorizzi 
  Emily Paswater 
  Caroline Scott 
  Mike Yarmy 

-28- Ken Burton 

-29- Allyson McEwen 

-30- Margaret Williams 

Please note:  If you don’t see your name 
on our birthday list, please let us know!  
We may not have your birthday in our 
data base.   
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Remember, Worship Schedule 
Remains Unchanged for Summer 
Saturday Evening Worship   5:30 p.m. 
Sunday Arise! Worship     9:15 a.m. 
Sunday Traditional Worship  11:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROFUM Travel Mugs Available 
Great Dad and Grad gifts! 

$8 each 

Blue travel mugs with our church logo will 
be available for purchase on June 6 during 
Fellowship Time. 
(Mugs will also be available in the church office 
Monday-Thursday during office hours) 
 
 
Your purchase helps fund our travel mug 
gifts to first-time visitors. 

Thank you! 
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