
Rite of Passage 
Laura and I were 
busy.  We kept 
looking at the 
calendar with 
amazement over 
how quickly the 
weeks were spent. 
How could it be the 
end of May, the 

beginning of June? How could it be 
this close to graduation?  In the month 
of May, 2001, I labored through the 
big boxes of family photos, re-
committing myself to organizing the 
thousands of pictures I had taken 
through the years.  Shots of James 
with Laura, James with his sister 
Carrie, James with friends, James in 
Halloween costumes, James blowing 
out candles, James opening packages, 
James backpacking have been picked 
like cherries off trees and thrown into 
the mounting pile.  The yard is in the 
process of manicure.  Laura read 
through books about party food.  We 
were getting ready.  James was about 
to graduate and we were going to have 
a party. 

We weren’t the only ones going 
through the ritual.  Scores of families 
are still undergoing the same 
experience.  Children grow.  We all 
change.  Together, the whole of the 

church family joins together with the 
young adults, their parents and siblings 
as the threshold is crossed.  As you 
read this our church is about to honor 
another group of graduates and 
congratulate parents.  Somehow, it 
seems that the event, as auspicious as 
it is, would be something less without 
the presence of the community of 
faith. 

It is the business of the church to be a 
part of peoples’ lives, especially at 
these more momentous junctures of 
time.  Birth, baptism, Confirmation, 
graduation, wedding, new homes, life-
changing moments, death: the people 
who bear the grace of God are present 
through it all.  Through visits and 
phone calls, letters and e-mails 
brothers and sisters in Christ offer 
presence.  We lift the young and their 
families before God for special 
attention.  In worship, the rite of 
passage is named and a graduate can 
know that in every aspect, the 
threshold is crossed with the presence, 
guidance and blessing of God.  This is 
the church’s business. 

So, now a crop of high school seniors 
are about to throw their caps into the 
air and run wildly into a new world.  

(Continued on page 3) 
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Dear Church Family, 

Caroline is recovering very well from her 
recent surgery to remove a large brain 
tumor.  She will soon have radiation 

treatment to prevent further development of several 
smaller lesions.  We are very fortunate to live in an area 
with access to some of the most experienced and skilled 
neurosurgeons and one of the more advanced facilities in 
the country.  We are also very fortunate to have caring 
friends like you. 

You have been a dependable and consistent source of 
comfort and support to us during the uncertain and 
nervous weeks of Caroline’s hospital stay, diagnosis, 
surgery and recovery.  Thank you so much for all of your 
prayers, cards, and expressions of thoughtfulness.  There 
have also been reports of prayer chains throughout the 
state and in different areas of the country asking for 
Caroline’s successful treatment and recovery.  We know 
that God was, and is still, listening and He cares for us. 

We would also like to express our warm appreciation to 
Brian Wright and Rev. Hice for their many hospital visits 
and their company during the days leading up to and 
through the surgery. 

With love, 
��������	
���	

���
���
����
������


��������  

Many thanks to all of you who called, sent cards, held me 
in your prayers while I dealt with an upper respiratory 
illness and asthma.  My stay at Beaumont was thankfully 
very short.  The Circle of Care card put me in great 
spirits.  Thanks, again. 

����
�������

��������  

Dear Friends of First United Methodist Church, 

We want to thank you for the beautiful card you sent us 
and the cards, letters and visits you have made.  Our 
church is certainly one with love overflowing.  I’m sorry 
to report that Don, my husband of 66 years, was returned 
to the hospital due to the incredible pain he is suffering.  
We also thank our ministers who have spent much time 
visiting and comforting and praying with us.  We have a 
great church; let us all make it greater. 

Sincerely, 
������
�������


I just can’t begin to tell you how very much your 
thoughtfulness has meant.  We are so thankful for all the 
prayers, cards and calls.  I would like to thank Brian for 
staying with John during my surgery and John Hice for 
all the calls and prayers.  It has been a difficult time these 
past few months, but with the support of a great church 
family we are making it through.  I know this comes 
from the heart of a caring God. 

�����
�����

��������  

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you so much for your outpouring of God’s love 
and your love during Adam’s illness and at his funeral.  
Thanks for your prayers, cards, and the prayer quilt.  
Thanks to our wonderful minister, Rev. Hice, and his 
wife, also Shirley & Neal Harris for their special love 
and help during the past few years.  They are still helping 
me.  They are angels.  Special thanks to Kathy Seidler, 
Karen Halsig and Lee Hoffmann for helping me with 
thank you notes. 

I choose not to be sad; I know Adam is in heaven.  “I’m 
looking up and leaning on the ever-lasting arms.  I have 
nothing to dread or fear.”   

Love, 
����
����
��������


��������  

To my church family, 

I want to thank you all for being my church family, 
particularly at this time, and for sharing your Christian 
love with me these past few weeks.  Your prayers, cards, 
phone calls, visits to Wally, hugs, words of 
encouragement and offers to help in whatever ways 
needed have meant so very much to me. 

Wally is making progress!  It’s slow, but it is progress.  
Both he and I are thankful for John and Brian’s visits 
while he was in Beaumont and Woodward Hills and 
Wally truly enjoyed the Circle of Care card that so many 
of you signed.  

GOD IS GOOD, ALL OF THE TIME! 

Thank you all so very much, 
�����
�����


 

PEOPLE IN  
THE CHURCH 
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Parents will stand sighing with relief and shaking from 
the trauma of realization.  Babies are grown.  Time has 
marched on.  And now the world is about to be affected 
by the impact of this new generation of players.  It had 
better look out! 

God bless them.  God bless them all: the students and the 
parents and the world that may not see them coming.  
And God bless the church, which has and will stand by 
them through it all.  Hear this from one who is a parent of 
a couple kids who have sprung across the threshold a 
while back: “God bless you, young brothers and sisters!  
And thank you, Church, for seeing them through.” 

Grace and peace, 

 

 

John H. Hice 

 

 

 

 

Greetings: 

Here we are almost half way into another busy year.  I am 
sure you can tell by the smiles on Tom and my faces how 
happy we are to be able to be back at church on a more 
regular basis.  We are indeed blessed by the love you 
have shown us through cards, calls, hugs and handshakes.  
Since I mentioned cards, I also want to tell you how much 
I enjoy being involved with the Circle of Care cards. 

These cards are sent to individuals needing special care 
(of some kind) each week.  Two things make these cards 
special in our church family.  1) They are created from 
used cards you receive and then recycle by passing them 
on to the church office.  Then they are cut and pasted into 
new cards.  And 2) the best part comes now, when you 
take a few minutes on Saturday night or Sunday morning 
to sign your name and greeting on the cards.  It says to the 
person whose name appears at the top that you are 
thinking of them, missing them, sending a thought of 
cheer.  We have some special angels that bring cards in 
on a regular basis.  Bernice Sayers even contributes some 
of her water color creations.  Just know that we appreciate 
your participation.  You never know when a card might 
appear at your home or in your hospital room, just when 
you need it most.  

Bless you all, 
����
�������


Dear Friends, 

Many thanks to all my church friends for the prayers, 
visits, phone calls, cards and the lovely Circle of Care 
card I received during my unexpected trip to the hospital 
which ended up in a twelve day stay.  A special thank you 
to both John and Brian for their visits.  I have been told 
that I cannot drive for six months but am most hopeful 
that might change so that I can be back to church sooner 
rather than later.  How fortunate I am to be a member of 
Royal Oak First. 

May God bless you all, 
������
��������  

��������  

Thank you…two simple words that carry so much 
meaning.  It has meant so much to me to feel all the love 
and support from my church family with my recent 
diagnosis.  Since most of our extended family doesn’t live 
close by, I have always enjoyed my adopted church 
family.  I hadn’t realized just how important that has been 
to me until now.  Whether it was a card sent in the mail, a 

word of concern, a hug, or a precious prayer, each has 
been a treasured gift that has kept my spirits up and 
will continue to sustain me.  So back to those two 
simple words, I thank you all of my church family for 
graciously sharing God’s love with me. 

�������
�����

��������  

Dear Friends, 

Many thanks and love for all your visits, prayers, calls 
and cards during my recent fall, surgery and stay at 
Evergreen.  I’m home now and doing well.  It’s so 
conforting to have a caring church family watching over 
me during my recuperation.  God bless you all. 

!���

����

��������  

I want to thank the following people who enjoyed 
walking or running during Monday’s Mile this spring.  
Look for us again in the fall! 

Brenna Dowdy, Charlene Kondrat, Jeff, Jenny & Trish 
Lambert, Nancy Lorenz, Mike Monte, Amy Newberg, 
Brandon Ramos, Kathy Riggs, Tommy Skelton, and 
Brian Wright  

"����
#������


 

(Continued from page 1) 



 

 

 

The faith community of Royal Oak First extends 
sympathy to the family and friends of: 

Wally Broderdorp, Nancy Matson’s aunt, 4/8 
Thomas Marsh, John Marsh’s father, 4/10 
Mearl Foundersmith, Ann Moser’s aunt, 4/11 
James Parrent, Amy Parrent’s father, 4/12 
Jack Lawson, Pat Lawson’s husband, 4/13 
Sandy Cataldo, cousin of Sally Yago and Bonnie 

Barber, 4/16 
Patsy Brazier, friend of John & Phyllis Wagster, 4/19 
Adam Campbell, 4/21 
Jan Bancroft, friend of Bonnie Barber, 4/22 
David Pressley, 5/1 

 

 

 

Luke Allen Blankenship, son of Kristen & Ryan 
Allison Ruth Merkle and Carl Robert Merkle, 

children of Carrie & Karl 
Hannah Wiechec, daughter of Becky Ebarra & 

Gregory Wiechec 

����������	�
�����
����������	�
�����
����������	�
�����
����������	�
�����
� ���
Please introduce yourself to these new members of our 
church family and add their addresses to your directory. 

Brad & Judy Ather  

Dave & Christine Gilbert  

Eve Rake 

 

 

 

���������������
���������������
���������������
���������������
  
Here I Am, Lord  
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Marie Evans 
Chelsey Harmon 
Morgan Kempf 
Curtis Notarantonio 
Kathleen O’Donnell 

Jack Rogers 
James Skelton 
Haley Smallwood 
Colleen Smith 
Hannah Wiechec 

Seven on Seventh? 
Your Building Management Committee is 
seeking seven (or more) volunteers to take 
on several small projects around the 

church; projects that can probably be completed in one 
evening.  The plans are to meet this summer on the 7th of 
each month (June-September) from 7:07 p.m. to 9:07 
p.m.  Our home base will be in the Chapel.  We will have 
projects for skilled and unskilled participants.  
Refreshments will be provided in the form of ice cream 
from Jimi’s.  Hope to see you on June 7!!! 

Interested parties should leave their name in the church 
office or contact one of the following people: 

John Marsh  
Dick LaCombe  
Richard Gibson  

PEOPLE IN  
THE CHURCH 

Friendly Faces Wanted! 
We are looking for a few friendly faces to assist with 
Sunday morning Fellowship Times.  This would be a one 
Sunday per month (or every other month) commitment.  
We are in particular need of volunteers to help set up and 
serve at the Fellowship Time following the 9:15 a.m. 
worship service (during our fall and winter worship 
schedule).  If you can smile and pour coffee at the same 
time, this job’s for you!  Sign up using the Best Sunday 
ever card located in the Friendship Folders or contact 
Lesa Nielsen at 248/548-9141. 
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We ask you to consider the following 
Mission Jubilee projects as you 
designate your mission offerings: 

On March 28th the Cass Community Social Services 
celebrated 79 years of service to the Detroit Metropolitan 
area.  CCSS had its origins in the Cass Community 
United Methodist Church and became an independent 
agency in 2002.  CCSS’s mission statement is: “CCSS is 
dedicated to making a profound difference in the diverse 
populations it serves by providing for basic needs, 
including affordable housing, promoting self reliance 
and encouraging community inclusion and 
improvement”. 

CCSS carries out its mission through the following:  
Residential  

¨ Cass House for homeless men 
¨ Mom’s Place I for homeless women and 

children 
¨ Mom’s Place II for homeless women without 

children 
¨ Scott Building with Emergency Shelter for 50 

women & children 
Services 
¨ Food services – preparing 20,000 meals a week 

served to homebound seniors, homeless persons, 
2 hospitals for mentally ill adults 

¨ Homeless Services – emergency services and 
both transitional and permanent housing for 
homeless persons 

¨ Medical Services – health services for the 
homeless 

¨ Mental Health Services – skill-building program 
for adults with developmental disabilities and/or 
mental illnesses 

¨ Vocational Services – Job training and 
placement for the underemployed and 
unemployed 

¨ Youth Services – musical, mentoring & 
recreational opportunities for children and youth. 

Joy-Southfield Community Free Health Clinic – 
Established in 2002 by the Joy-Southfield Community 
Development Corporation, the Clinic provides primary 
and preventative health care to approximately 20,000 
multi-cultural residents on the far west side of Detroit.  
Twenty percent of the residents live below the federal 
standard for poverty and 30% of the children under the 
age of 18 live below the federal standard for poverty.  
Due in large part of a lack of affordable primary medical 
care, the community suffers disproportionate rates of 
mortality due to cancer, diabetes, cardiovascular illnesses 
and infant mortality.  Abnormal rates of communicable 

diseases are also attributable to inadequate medical care. 

In addition to providing direct medical care for this 
medically under served community, the volunteer health 
care practitioners also offer: 

¨ Hypertension management program 
¨ Diabetes support groups 
¨ Mobile pediatric clinic 
¨ HIV/AIDS screening 
¨ Breast & cervical cancer screening 
¨ Classes in smoking cessation, stroke awareness, 

asthma & allergies 
¨ Free mammograms and PAP’s 

Career Ministry 
The economic news remains bleak and our 
state posts the highest unemployment rate in 
the country; the economic base of the economy 
is shifting resulting in wholesale layoffs.  The Career 
Ministry, developed earlier this year to provide some 
support and assistance to those “caught” in the recent 
events, meets on the first and third Sundays of the month 
at 4 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  The meetings contain a 
more formal aspect, with presentations on topics like 
resume writing and interviewing, followed by a more 
informal time where individuals can network and receive 
specific advice and support.  These meetings are open to 
the community (almost half of the attendees are from 
outside our congregation).  Because of the need, the 
committed group supporting this ministry is going to 
continue the schedule during the summer months.  Thank 
you for your continued support and prayers. 

Garage Sale to Benefit  
Youth Mission Trip 

On Saturday, June 6th, Laurie O’Donnell and Becky 
Ebarra are hosting a garage sale to raise money for the 
2009 Youth Mission Trip.  The sale will take place 
during a subdivision-wide sale, so there will be plenty of 
shoppers.  Laurie and Becky would appreciate donations 
of items to include in the sale; they also invite you to 
come and shop!  All proceeds from their location will go 
toward Youth Mission Trip expenses.   

The sale will take place at Laurie O’Donnell’s home.  If 
you have something you would like to donate, please call 
Becky Ebarra. 

Mission Spotlight   
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Been down and out for a bit so if this column arrives in 
June you will know why it didn’t make the May Edition 
of Church Life.  I’m feeling much better now.  Thanks 
for your prayers and well wishes.  I only wish our 
economy was feeling better.  But it isn’t.  There are some 
things that crossed my mind this past month that are 
directed at our youth. 

The Credit Card 101 Class 
This is the time of year when a new crop of seniors 
graduate high school and head off to college and/or the 
work world.  This is also perfect timing to have a 
conversation around the responsible use of credit cards to 
help the young people avoid having a $3 Latte become a 
$6 Latte and other misadventures.  The truth be told, my 
mother tried her best to warn me.  It worked until I was 
in my mid-twenties.  Then my uncle took over and that 
worked much longer.  So if you find your words falling 
on deaf ears, enlist the aid of someone your teen respects 
to help out. 

Credit card debt is the easiest to create and the most 
difficult to pay off.  There are some formulas that would 
suggest even at today’s increased minimum balance 
payout an incredibly long payoff period is required for 
amounts as low as $3000.  In addition, some banks are 
raising the interest rates on even one missed payment to 
around 30% (loan shark numbers, so I’m told).  

I’ve been to college and there are many tempting items 
in the bookstore and everywhere else.  Helping our 
young people learn to manage their finances is only one 
of the kindest things we can do for them. 

Piggy Bank 101 
This time is also an opportunity to teach the youngest 
about money management.  Coin jars and youth savings 
accounts are ways to help the youngest begin to learn 
about the power of saving.  There are some banks and 
credit unions that have accounts specifically for youth 
that do not carry service charges.  Other approaches are 
to have them manage their own savings accounts using 
piggy banks. 

Five Money Management Questions for Us All 
Here are five questions about money management that I 
believe I heard Suze Orman ask.  

1. What is the truth? 
A lie is more than an excuse to avoid doing 
something you know you need to do. 
A lie is doing something you know will hurt 
you or someone else. 

2. What do I have? 
Look at what you have right now and decide 
what you are going to do with it. 
Focus on what you have. 
Be realistic about your situation; know what 
your real financial needs are and how you’ll 
meet them. 

3. What is right for me? 
People first then money. 
Take care of myself physically, fiscally, 
emotionally. 
What feels right to me?  What feels safe to 
me?  What empowers me?  What helps me 
grow?  What works for me emotionally and 
mentally? 

4.  What do I know? 
Put money first to those things I know I need 
in life or have an obligation to pay for (pets, 
food, shelter, transportation, clothes, 
retirement, mortgage, debt reduction, 
utilities) 

5.  What is power? 
I give my money its energy, force, and 
direction. Power is authority, control, 
influence. 
Remember I am the one with the power. 

Blessings,  
����
������� , Chair Finance Committee 

Finance Corner 

Good News! 
Patrick Calhoun has accepted the 
chairmanship of the Master Plan 
Building Committee.  Watch for 
further news. 

New Church Directory 
We are beginning the process of producing a 
membership directory through Cathedral 
Directories.  If you are interested in 
advertising in this new directory which is 
supported by advertisements, please contact 

John Martin at Cathedral Directories.   
  Phone: 248/545-1415 ext. 115.   
  Email: jmartin@cathedraldirectories.com. 
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Summer Nursery Caregivers Needed!! 
We have many new babies and toddlers who 
need to be cared for all summer when  parents 
attend worship services.  We need volunteers 
to cover each Sunday.  Parents, please take a 
turn in this very appreciated service 
opportunity.  We need you to volunteer!  Sign 
up in the church office or contact Brian Wright to secure 
the date(s) you are available. 

“Summer of Vacation 
Bible School” 

meets at 10 a.m. each Sunday 
morning throughout the summer.  We will enjoy Bible 
stories and supporting activities such as baking, crafts, 
music, and games.  Come, bring a friend and enjoy this 
young community. 

���������	
��
�����	����	
���������	�
����
�������
�����������
��	������
��	� �	����	�����
��	��������

                Vacation Bible School 
                June 22-26, 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
     Royal Oak First United Methodist Church 
“Son Rock Kids Camp” will feature fun activities, crafts, games, music and inspiring Bible 
stories.  A week-long contest and prizes will help generate excitement.  This FREE 
program is open to all children 3 years of age through those entering 5th grade.  Kids, come 

and bring your friends to the week of “Camp.” 

Sign up by Sunday, June 14th, and receive a BONUS free CD “Songs of the SonRock Kids Camp!” 

������������	
�������
���
����
����
��  

���������	
���
������������	
���
������������	
���
������������	
���
���� ���������������������������������������� ���
Child Last Name:      First Name (Nickname): _______________________ 

Grade Fall ‘09: ______ Age:  ______   Gender:  ______ 

Address:      City:       Zip:    _____ 

Phone:     

Parent/Guardian Name(s): _________________________________________  Alt Phone #: _____________  

Parent/Guardian Email:  ____________________________________________________________________  

Emergency Contact:  ____________________________________  Phone #: ___________________________  

Person(s) other than parent/guardian to whom child may be released:  

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Health Problems/Allergies: ___________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

Special needs/restrictions: ____________________________________________________________________  
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Youth Choir News 
The longer days and predominant “green” around us 
means we can celebrate that summer is nearly here.  We 
can also celebrate all the things going on in our choir 
program.  A huge “thank you” to all who helped with the 
reception between services for the Northville Youth 
Musical.  We were definitely blessed by their energy – 
and they were very appreciative of the hospitality they 
received from us.  Thanks again! 

We’ve got a truly busy summer ahead of us.  Although 
Angelus sings for the last time this program year on June 
7 at 10 a.m. for Graduation Sunday, this is only the 
beginning of our summer activities.  On June 18, after 
school is dismissed, the current 8th graders will be invited 
to join the Angelus Choir for a work project at Camp 
Ohiyesa.  We will help get the campgrounds ready for 
the camping season even as we prepare for our own 
Choir Camp there in July.  Remember to get your camp 
registration forms into the office by the June 21 deadline. 

Choir Tour, Thursday, August 6-Sunday, August 9 
  Rehearsals: 

1. Wed., June 3, 6-7:30 p.m. (w/ pizza) 
2. Sun., June 7, 11:30 a.m. 
3. date TBD 
4. date TBD 

Choir Tour is also in the works.  We will once again be 
traveling to Chelsea Retirement Village for our opening 
performance on Thursday, August 6, and then heading 
up to northern Michigan on Friday, August 7 through 
Sunday, August 9.  We will be staying at Camp 
Kinawind in Boyne Falls and attempting to actually 
canoe to Lake Louise Retreat Center on Sunday morning 
to participate in their worship service.  Last year, high 

winds prevented us from arriving by canoe, but we’re 
hoping for better luck this year.  We will also have a 
performance at a retirement facility up there and, of 
course, enjoy an afternoon at the Sleeping Bear Sand 
Dunes.  There will be four summer rehearsals before we 
continue to work on the songs at camp.  Make sure you 
mark your calendars now and save these very important 
dates.  If you are unsure about going on Choir Tour, ask 
any of last year’s participants about the experience.  
Remember, current 8th graders AND current seniors are 
all invited. 

 

 

 

Join Us at Choir Camp! 
July 26 – August 1 

Registration packets have been 
mailed out to all children and 
youth who will be entering the 3rd 
through 12th grade in the fall.  If 
you have not received one, extra 
registration packets are available in the church office.  
Absolute deadline for registration and payment or 
deposit is Sunday, June 21.  For campership 
information contact Kip Tull, Music Guild Treasurer.  
We want all of our children and youth to be able to 
attend this wonderful camp with us. 

Choir Camp will again be held at Camp Ohiyesa (a 
YMCA camp) in Holly.  Camp Ohiyesa is a beautiful, 
wooded camp only 50 minutes from Royal Oak.  If you 
have any questions or concerns, contact Carolyn Rondot, 
Camp Dean. 

Summer High School Events  
Along with the youth mission trip and Choir Camp, we 
also have events planned for alternating Wednesdays.  
Drop-ins at the church will begin at 7:00 p.m. and 
include ping-pong, Wii, euchre, and chillin’ out.   

 June 3 6:00 Pizza 
  6:30 Choir Tour Rehearsal 
  7:00 Drop-in Activities 
 June 17 Camp Service Project 
 July 1 7:00 Drop-in at church 
 July 15 Youth Mission Trip 
 Aug 12 7:00 Drop-in at church 
 Aug 26 Pool party at Semivan home 

 

 

Summer Middle School Events  
Along with the youth mission 
trip and Choir Camp, we also 
have events planned for 
alternating Wednesdays.  Drop-
ins at the church will begin at 
7:00 p.m. and include ping-pong, Wii, euchre, and 
chillin’ out.   
 June 3 Backyard Blast at ??? 
 June 17 7:00 Drop-in Activities 
 July 1 Backyard Blast at ??? 
 July 15 Youth Mission Trip 
 Aug 12 Backyard Blast at ??? 
 Aug 26 Drop-in at church 

Parents, we still need families to host home events or 
park events.  Volunteer by contacting Brian Wright or 
the church office.  



 
News for All  
from the  
United Methodist Women 

Unit Meeting – Thursday, June 4 
 9:30 a.m. Executive Committee Mtg. 
 12:00 p.m. Potluck Salad Luncheon 
 1:00 p.m. Program: “Travel to South Africa” aka 

“South African Adventures of Laura and 
John Hice”   

All are invited to attend the annual potluck salad 
luncheon sponsored by the United Methodist Women.  
Rev. John and Laura Hice will be speaking about their 
trip to South Africa in 2007. 

Cost for lunch is $1.  For reservations contact Marjorie 
Sutherland by Sunday, May 31. 

Mission Opportunity: Hygiene Kits  
Charity/Kindness Circle has set a goal 
of putting together at least 100 hygiene 
kits.  The first 100 kits will be donated 
to the Cass Adult day program for the 
mentally challenged.  The remainder of 
the kits will be given to The Sanctuary.  
All in the congregation are invited to help us meet our 
goal by donating items for the hygiene kits.  For the 
month of June we are asking for deoderant (please 
no sample size).  There will be a drop-off box in the 
narthex to collect the items asked for.  Thank you for 
helping us to meet our mission goal!   Questions?  
Contact Cynthia Cline. 

 

 

 

Graduation Sunday, June 7 
Sunday, June 7th, will be Graduation 
Sunday here at Royal Oak First.  On that 
day we will honor all of our 2009 
graduates.  If you or a member of your 
family is graduating from high school or 
college, or is receiving a post-graduate or 
other advanced degree, we would like to 

publish the names in the bulletin on that day.  Please 
limit this to graduates within our own congregation.  
Deadline to get information (name of graduate, school/
university, degree conferred) in to the office is 
Tuesday, June 2. 

 

 

Last weekend we had ten new 
Confirmands join the church.  
This made me think back to when 
I joined the church in April of 
1943.  It has been 66 years since 
that date, but Owen and Grace 
Perkins, Marion Conrad and I 
were all members of that Confirmation class who are 
still around and in reasonably good health.  Marion is 
enjoying the beautiful scenery of Traverse City now, 
and if anyone who knows her is going up to that area, 
she would love to see you.  Just give me a call and I’ll 
give you her address. 
There are many upcoming community events in which 
our church will have a presence.  We are a major 
sponsor of the Oak Apple Run on May 30, but we will 
also have a presence in the Royal Oak Clay and Glass 
Festival in June and the Royal Oak Antique and Garage 
Sale in July.  You would think that after all these years 
that people would know we are the First United 
Methodist Church, but to some we are just the building 
next to Pronto! Restaurant.  We are endeavoring to 
make people aware of whom and what we are.  On 
September 13, our last week of our summer worship 
schedule, we are planning to have a Block Party to 
make people aware of all the opportunities for service 
in our church.  You might find something you would 
like to do.  If you have a new idea, write it down and 
leave it in the office and someone will contact you.  
That is how the Fish Dinners got started. 
In Holy COW (Church On Wednesday), Judy Friedman 
and I have been teaching the 3-, 4-, & 5-year-olds this 
year.  It has been so much fun that we are going to do it 
next year, too.  It is so interesting to see how shy they 
are in Fellowship Hour, but then when we get them up 
in the classroom, they totally blossom.  One night we 
made a paper chain that required a series of folds.  I 
didn’t realize the motor skills it took, but the mothers 
did and they were amazed that the kids could do it.  
The children are willing to try anything and will tell us 
if they can’t do it.  Not having children of our own, we 
didn’t realize at what age they learn how to cut with 
scissors.  We are learning fast! 
Enjoy the warmer weather and keep in touch with the 
homebound.  Here is a hug for everyone. 
Love and God bless, 
$�  �  
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S.A.M.’s  
Senior Adult Ministries 

 C
orner 
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Dr. Nancy E. Hartrick - Family Dentistry 
Kinsey-Garrett Funeral Home 
Heartsmart Personal Training 
Paul Kremer – Garage Doors 

Jennifer Notarantonio - Wellness Consultant 

New sponsors are always welcome!  Contact Lori 
Vickers in the church office (248/541-4100) to 
learn how you or your organization can become a 
Church Life sponsor. 

Sponsorships: 
�� Single Issue $15.00 
�� Quarterly (3 issues) $45.00 
�� Yearly (12 issues) $180.00 
Prices are based on a business card size ad. 

Individual Messages: 
�� Birthdays, Anniversaries, Greetings, etc. 

$5.00/issue 
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Vi Bradshaw  
Ivy Loftin 
Bob & Edna Morrison 
Yvonne Quinn 
Jeannette Safran 
Dorothy Schwem 
Don & Muriel Shepard 

Peggy Smullen 
Nadine Urquhart  

Out of the Area 

Mary Davis 
Ruth Dawkins 
Betty Flint 
Maggie Fries 
Christina Smith 

Names and addresses of our homebound members are very important to us.  There is 
constant change, so please note the names and addresses carefully.  If you have any 
corrections or updates, please notify the church office. 

June 13 and 14  
Royal Oak 

Clay, Glass & Metal Show  
This event on Washington Avenue brings many visitors 
right past our church, and we need volunteers to show 
them that everyone is welcome at Royal Oak First UMC.  
We will be sponsoring a “Cooling Tent” where shoppers 
can sit in the shade and enjoy a free glass of ice cold 
lemonade or water.  Jars will be available to accept 
donations on behalf of our Sack Lunch Program. 

We are looking for volunteers to man the tent in 2-hour 
shifts (3 individuals per shift) on Saturday from  
10 a.m. – 6 p.m. and on Sunday from noon – 6 p.m.  
Sign-up sheets will be available at Fellowship Hour or 
you can contact Mike Monte.  Please join us! 

 

 

July 19 and 20  

Royal Oak  
Antique and Garage Sale  

Thirty thousand people will be in our church 
neighborhood for the sale at the parking structure on 
Lafayette between Fifth and Sixth Streets.  Many hands 
are needed to extend ROFUM fellowship to them as we 
sell bottled water and pass out shopping bags they can 
use at the sale.  The sale of water benefits the Sack 
Lunch Program.  We’ll also offer the use of our parking 
lot for disabled attendees during certain hours.   

Again, we’ll be looking for volunteers to work in shifts 
staffing the parking lot and selling bottled water.  Sign-
up sheets will be available at Fellowship Hour or contact 
Mike Monte.  Please join us! 
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Bill Adcock 
Margaret Andriths 
Jim Angus 
Jack Beggs 
Bob Bliss 
Thelma Bono 
John & Marcia Boone 
Don Brown 
Evelyn Burch 
Mary Anne Campbell 
Bonnie Case 
Wilma Cooper 

Patti Cooper-Koerner 
Genevieve Dodt 
Eiguliai Methodist Church 
Jeannette & John Fidler 
Florence Fowler 
Carolyn Gabler 
Dr. Edward Grattan 
Leoda Hall 
Oliver Hall 
Gerry Hansen 
Ed Hanson 
Laura Hice 
Delbert Holser 
Our Homebound Members 
Tim Koerner 
Arthur Laurie 
Adam Loeffler 

David Moser 
Frank Moser 
Martha Mulder-Cox 
John Olexy 
Ursela Panula 
Russ Porteous 
Dorothy Reeser 
Steve Reinert 
Scott Robbins 
Pam Robinson 
Audrey Russell 
Walter & Vera Schulze 
Mike Seymour 
Michael Sharpe 
Alison Shubitowski 
David Siira 
Nadine Urquhart 

Julie Barr – Missionary to Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
Email: julie_barr@sil.org 
Phone: 855-16253595 
Mail: Julie Barr 
   ICC 
   PO Box 612 
   Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

Our prayers for God’s healing touch for: 
Bastien Beaubien – 21 months old.  He is healing well and doesn’t have to go back for a check-up for two years. 
Drew Collins – 8 years old.  Cystic fibrosis.  He is doing pretty well. 
Zachary Houghton – 7 ½ years old.  He has breathing problems. 
Spencer Lisabeth – 10 years old.  Diagnosed with leukemia in August 2005.  Last December they completed all 

treatments.  He is now described as Leukemia free, but has to go for a monthly blood test.   
Nicholas Oberdier – 10 months old.  He was born with a mass around his nose and eye.  He has had surgery for it. 
Emily Paswater – 11 months old.  A tumor on the end of her nose is being treated. 
Brennan Wadsworth – 12 years old.  Diagnosed schizophrenic and bipolar. 
Marek Werda – 5 years old.  He is down to one medication a day plus his anti-rejection drug.  By the end of summer 

they may be able to discontinue all drugs.  He is a miracle. 

5/12/09 

Dar Heiser - Marines (Iraq) 
Jody Holton - Hawaii 
Paul Kondrat - Marines (Afghanistan) 
Andrew Kostrzewa - Navy (Guam) 

       Dan Lewis - Army (Italy) 
       Cameron Mattox - (Home) 

Aaron Mingle - Navy (Florida) 
Thomas Morales - Navy (Hawaii) 
Jessica Moran - Army (Iraq) 
Kimberly Munzinger - Marines (N. Carolina) 
Kirk Munzinger - Army (Afghanistan) 
Jason Schaeffer - Marines (Washington)) 



���

�

S
un

da
y 

M
on

da
y 

T
ue

sd
ay

 
W

ed
ne

sd
ay

 
T

hu
rs

da
y 

F
rid

ay
 

S
at

ur
da

y 
  

1 
9:

00
 a

  C
ra

fty
 L

ad
ie

s 
7:

00
 p

  B
oy

 S
co

ut
s 

7:
00

 p
  C

om
m

 o
n 

La
y 

Le
ad

er
sh

ip
 

8:
00

 p
  M

us
ic

 G
ui

ld
 

2 
  9

:1
5 

a 
 B

ib
le

 S
tu

dy
 

12
:0

0 
p 

 A
A

 
  1

:1
5 

p 
 L

ib
ra

ry
 C

om
m

itt
ee

 
  7

:0
0 

p 
 B

ld
g 

M
gm

t 
  7

:0
0 

p 
 Ig

ni
tin

g 
M

in
is

tr
y 

  7
:3

0 
p 

 9
:1

5 
W

or
sh

ip
 T

as
k 

F
or

ce
 

3 
10

:0
0 

a 
 P

ro
gr

am
 S

ta
ff 

M
tg

 
12

:0
0 

p 
 F

ul
l S

ta
ff 

M
tg

 
  6

:0
0 

p 
 A

ng
el

us
 C

ho
ir 

T
ou

r 
R

eh
ea

rs
al

 
  7

:0
0 

p 
 S

r.
 H

i D
ro

p-
In

 
  7

:0
0 

p 
 M

S
 B

ac
ky

ar
d 

B
la

st
 

  7
:3

0 
p 

 S
te

w
ar

ds
hi

p 
    

4 
  9

:3
0 

aU
M

W
 E

xe
c 

C
om

m
 

12
:0

0 
p 

 U
M

W
 L

un
ch

eo
n 

  5
:3

0 
p 

 A
A

 
  6

:3
0 

p 
 C

ar
ee

r 
M

in
is

tr
y 

S
te

er
in

g 
C

om
m

 

5 
  

6 
9-

no
on

  S
cr

ap
 M

et
al

 
C

ol
le

ct
 

  5
:3

0 
p 

 S
at

 N
ig

ht
 W

or
sh

ip
 

G
ra

du
at

io
n 

S
un

da
y 

   
7 

  8
:3

0 
a 

 C
ha

pe
l W

or
sh

ip
/ 

C
om

m
un

io
n 

10
:0

0 
a 

 W
or

sh
ip

 &
 C

S
/ 

C
om

m
un

io
n 

11
:3

0 
a 

 C
ho

ir 
T

ou
r 

R
eh

 
  4

:0
0 

p 
 C

ar
ee

r 
M

in
is

tr
y 

O
pe

n 
M

ee
tin

g 
  7

:0
0 

p 
 D

eb
to

rs
 A

no
n 

  7
:0

7 
p 

 W
ho

’s
 o

n 
S

ev
en

th
? 

8 
9:

00
 a

  C
ra

fty
 L

ad
ie

s 
7:

00
 p

  B
oy

 S
co

ut
s 

7:
00

 p
  B

ld
g 

Im
pr

ov
em

en
t 

9 
  9

:1
5 

a 
 B

ib
le

 S
tu

dy
 

12
:0

0 
p 

 A
A

 
  6

:3
0 

p 
 C

o-
La

y 
Le

ad
er

s 
  

10
 

10
:0

0 
a 

 P
ro

gr
am

 S
ta

ff 
M

tg
 

12
:0

0 
p 

 F
ul

l S
ta

ff 
M

tg
 

  7
:3

0 
p 

 C
ap

ita
l C

am
pa

ig
n 

  7
:3

0 
p 

 K
no

w
le

dg
e 

C
irc

le
 

11
 

  1
:0

0 
p 

 S
ha

w
l M

in
is

tr
y 

  5
:3

0 
p 

 A
A

 
  6

:3
0 

p 
 C

ar
ee

r 
M

in
is

tr
y 

S
te

er
in

g 
C

om
m

 
  

12
 

  
13

 
5:

30
 p

  S
at

 N
ig

ht
 W

or
sh

ip
   

14
 

  8
:3

0 
a 

 C
ha

pe
l W

or
sh

ip
 

10
:0

0 
a 

 W
or

sh
ip

 &
 C

S
 

11
:1

5 
a 

 B
ap

tis
m

 M
tg

 
  7

:0
0 

p 
 D

eb
to

rs
 A

no
n 

15
 

9:
00

 a
  C

ra
fty

 L
ad

ie
s 

7:
00

 p
  M

is
si

on
s 

W
or

k 
A

re
a 

  

16
 

  9
:1

5 
a 

 B
ib

le
 S

tu
dy

 
12

:0
0 

p 
 A

A
 

  7
:3

0 
p 

 F
in

an
ce

 C
om

m
 

17
 

10
:0

0 
a 

 P
ro

gr
am

 S
ta

ff 
M

tg
 

12
:0

0 
p 

 F
ul

l S
ta

ff 
M

tg
 

  7
:0

0 
p 

 M
S

 D
ro

p-
In

 

18
 

11
:0

0 
a 

 S
r.

 H
ig

h 
S

er
vi

ce
 

P
ro

je
ct

 –
 C

am
p 

O
hi

ye
sa

 
5:

30
 p

  A
A

 
6:

30
 p

  C
ar

ee
r 

M
in

is
tr

y 
S

te
er

in
g 

C
om

m
 

        

19
 

  
20

 
5:

30
 p

  S
at

 N
ig

ht
 W

or
sh

ip
   

F
at

he
r’s

 D
ay

   
 2

1 
  8

:3
0 

a 
 C

ha
pe

l W
or

sh
ip

 
10

:0
0 

a 
 W

or
sh

ip
 &

 C
S

/ 
B

ap
tis

m
 

11
:3

0 
p 

 L
ith

ua
ni

a 
T

ea
m

 
  4

:0
0 

p 
 C

ar
ee

r 
M

in
is

tr
y 

O
pe

n 
M

ee
tin

g 
  7

:0
0 

p 
 D

eb
to

rs
 A

no
n 

    

22
 

9:
00

 a
  C

ra
fty

 L
ad

ie
s 

6:
30

 p
  V

B
S

 

23
 

  9
:1

5 
a 

 B
ib

le
 S

tu
dy

 
10

:1
5 

a 
 C

hu
rc

h 
Li

fe 
V

ol
s 

12
:0

0 
p 

 A
A

 
  1

:0
0 

p 
 C

hu
rc

h 
Li

fe 
V

ol
s 

  6
:3

0 
p 

 V
B

S
 

  7
:0

0 
p 

 C
hu

rc
h 

C
ou

nc
il 

  

24
 

10
:0

0 
a 

 P
ro

gr
am

 S
ta

ff 
M

tg
 

12
:0

0 
p 

 F
ul

l S
ta

ff 
M

tg
 

  6
:3

0 
p 

 V
B

S
 

  

25
 

1:
00

 p
  S

ha
w

l M
in

is
tr

y 
5:

30
 p

  A
A

 
6:

30
 p

  C
ar

ee
r 

M
in

is
tr

y 
S

te
er

in
g 

C
om

m
 

6:
30

 p
  V

B
S

 
  

26
 

10
:0

0 
a 

 G
A

’s
 S

m
al

l G
p 

6:
30

 p
  V

B
S

 
  

27
 

5:
30

 p
  S

at
 N

ig
ht

 W
or

sh
ip

/ 
N

oi
sy

 B
uc

ke
t 

  

N
oi

sy
 B

uc
ke

t  
   2

8 
  8

:3
0 

a 
 C

ha
pe

l W
or

sh
ip

 
10

:0
0 

a 
 W

or
sh

ip
 &

 C
S

 
11

:0
0 

a 
E

m
pt

y 
C

am
p 

C
lo

se
t 

  7
:0

0 
p 

 D
eb

to
rs

 A
no

n 
          

29
 

9:
00

 a
  C

ra
fty

 L
ad

ie
s 

  

30
 

  9
:1

5 
a 

 B
ib

le
 S

tu
dy

 
12

:0
0 

p 
 A

A
 

  

C
S

 –
 C

hu
rc

h 
S

ch
oo

l 
U

M
W

 –
 U

ni
te

d 
M

et
ho

di
st

 W
om

en
 

V
B

S
 –

 V
ac

at
io

n 
B

ib
le

 S
ch

oo
l 



PAGE 14 CHURCH LIFE JUNE 2009 

��������	
��
���������	
��
���������	
��
���������	
��
�� ���
 -1- Louise Church 
  Helen Misner 
  Kevin Richardson 

 -2- Joshua Barnhart 
  Brendan Best 
  Lois DeVos 
  Phyllis Hassberger 
  Marilyn McCreedy 

 -3- Melissa Arney 
  Chris Christopher 
  Beth Simms 
  Kim Stroud 
  Carolina Stroud 

 -4- Susan Brown 
  Laura Keaton 
  Alex Treece 

 -5- Eli Yarmy 
  Donna Yates 

 -6- Jon Cline 

 -7- Andrew Kissoondial 
  Nancy Low 
  Meghan McCarthy 

 -8- Jeff Weathers 

-9-  Georgia Boyse 
  Bridget Dunstan 
  Andrew Gibson 
  Becky Hetchler 
  Myra Pollard 
  Nancy Reid 
  Gwyn VanBrandeghen 
  John Wagster 

-10- Marguerite Horak 
  Don Seidler 

-11- Kim Carlsen 
  Emily Reed 
  Donald Slowik 
  Colleen Smith 
  Olivia Willey 

-12- Bill Clark 
  Ava Danner 
  Margaret Harris 
  Heather Rowe 

-13- Gladys Dreske 

-14- Marie Evans 
  Joe Gardner 

-15- Bruce Baker 
  Buddy Border 
  Katie Cross 
  Pansy Mick 
  Scott Skokos 
  Ken Stringer 
  Kenyon Zryd 

-16- Sharon Cross 
  Justin Evoe 
  Erica Limer 
  Larry Watkins, Sr. 

-17- Julie Belling 
  Korinne Showers 
  Julia Wahl 

-18- Luke Blankenship 
  Laurie Marck 
  Jesse Nahhat 
  Lauren Weathers 

-19- Lynn Huber 
  Sophia Morse 
  Isabella Morse 
  Megan Walch 

-20- June Jennings 
  Julie Sleeman 
  Melanie Weathers 

-21- Jacob Ex 

-23- Erin Berard 
  Dorothy Gates 
  Koltin Krstich 
  Christopher Samson 
  Kim Watts 

-24- Dorothy Bliss 
  Patty DeTavernier 
  Eric Frentz 
  Steven Skokos 
  Abby Tripoli 

-25- Abbie Schultz 
  Linda Slowik 

-26- Bill Hassberger 
  Sharon Kincannon 
  Kasey O’Donnell 
  Emily Ries 
  Pam Sluss 
  Trevor VanAtta 

-27- Joshua Brennan 
  Arianne Faunt 
  Emily Paswater 
  Caroline Scott 
  Mike Yarmy 

-29- Allyson McEwen 

-30- Margaret Williams 

Please note:  If you don’t see your name 
on our birthday list, please let us know!  
We may not have your birthday in our 
data base.   
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New Summer Worship Schedule 
May 24 – September 13 

Saturday:  5:30 p.m. Worship 

Sunday:    8:30 a.m. Family Chapel Service 
  10:00 a.m. Worship with: 

*Crib nursery 
*Preschool 
*One-room Sunday School for 

grades K-5 

Starting Memorial Day weekend, we shift to our summer 
worship schedule.  New this year is a chapel service 
which will be geared to all ages and will be held at 8:30 
a.m.  Our later service, at 10:00 a.m., will include 
worship in the Sanctuary, a crib nursery and preschool 
Sunday school, and a one-room class for children in 
elementary grades K-5. 

Share this news with your friends and family and make 
church attendance a priority this summer.  God is on call 
24/7, so let’s continue to gather as a faith community 
during the summer! 

 

SACWCW!  SACWCW? 
July 1-July 8 

So what is that?  Why, it’s our Second Annual Church-
Wide Camping Week at Myers Lake!  If you’re looking 
for a different way to spend the Fourth of July week (or 
even part of it) come on out and join the Crockpot 
Campers at Myers Lake United Methodist Campground 
near Fenton.  Tent, pop-up, motor home – all are 
welcome at ROFUM’s convenient group site, not too far 
from clean restrooms. 

Myers Lake Campground is situated on Myers Lake, of 
course, about an hour from the church but a thousand 
miles from mowing the lawn, doing laundry (although 
there is a very nice laundromat) and pulling weeds.  It’s 
quiet and unhurried, safe and clean, friendly and 
refreshing.  There’s plenty for kids to do as well.  While 
there are lots of activities in the area, it’s a great place to 
unwind and recharge all your batteries in a Christian 
atmosphere. 

Information packets are available in the church office.  If 
you have questions, please call Shirley or Neal Harris or 
Cathy or John Marsh.  Visit the Myers Lake website at 
www.myerslake.com. 


