
Renaissance 
Artists, architects, 
musicians and 
scientists of Europe 
had long seen the 
world from one 
point of view.  
They approached 
their disciplines 
from the principles 

and limitations imposed by their 
Medieval point of view.  What had 
worked for centuries was beginning to 
wear out.  They had advanced during 
the years.  But now they were not 
advancing as they needed to.  They 
seemed stuck. 

Then came the discoveries of a 
different philosophy, new adventures 
and new lands, and diverse approaches 
to art and building.  Suddenly, 
everything was new again.  It was a 
rebirth.  Renaissance. 

Another threshold is being 
crossed.  2011 has had its 12 months, 
we emerge from December into a new 
year.  I use this January First Thoughts 
column to recount notable themes of 
our church’s life in 2011 and to 
anticipate something of our life 
together ahead. 

It’s a new world.  We found it 
necessary in 2009 and 2010 to make 
difficult decisions, tightened our belts 

and lived with an austerity budget. 
2011 was a time of ministry 
resurgence.  Some services that had 
been curtailed during the previous year 
were put back into place.  Other 
ministries came to existence for the 
first time.  Our staff has continued to 
evolve.  It was a time of rebirth.  
HOWEVER, as of this writing (in 
early December), we were finishing 
the year far below our projection.  
Financial commitments we offered in 
our fall In His Steps program were still 
$90,000 short of our still-rather austere 
budget for 2012.  Our Church Council 
is struggling with the same issues 
faced in 2009-2010. 

We are making strides in 
ministry.  But the question is, do we 
have the will and passion to 
accomplish the mission God is 
handing us?  I believe we do.  So, 
here’s a “top-20 list” of the strides 
we’ve made and challenges we face: 

1. A grant from the emerging 
programs fund was secured to 
create a part-time Christian 
Education Curriculum Director 
position.  Caroline Scott has 
served in this role with strong 
leadership and much productivity.  
In the few months she has served 
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Dear Friends, 

I want to thank you all so much for the 
many loving greetings on the Circle of 
Care card on my 90th birthday card, and all 

the special cards I received at Evergreen on my birthday.  
It was a beautiful day.  I also want to thank Rev. Goudie 
for the visit on Friday and giving me communion.  It 
meant so much to me.  Thanks again!  And as Rev. Hice 
says, “God is great all the time!” 

Love to all, 
����������	
���
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Dear Friends, 

We would like to thank friends at ROFUM for all 
the kind words and cards I received as my mother went 
home to be with the Lord.  The Circle of Care card was 
especially dear to our hearts. 

May God bless, 
�����
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My mother, sister, and I really love and thank 
everyone at ROFUM for your prayers and the lovely, 
thoughtful Circle of Care card.  Thank you and God bless 
you all! 

�������	����
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Thanks so much for the Circle of Care card.  I 
haven’t been out there for quite a while but recognized 
some of the names. 
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The faith community of Royal Oak First extends 
sympathy to: 

Crystal Reed on the death of her mother, Vera Schulze, 
11/3 

Carolyn Gabler on the death of her sister, Delores 
Hagelstein, 11/3 

Jon Cline on the death of his mother, Roberta Cline, 
11/14 

Sam & Mary Nahhat on the death of their friend, Nancy 
Dailey, 11/20 

Tom, Angie & Jake Nielsen on the death of Lesa 
Nielsen, wife & mother, 11/24 

Gary & Summer Loeffler on the death of Patricia 
Loeffler, wife & mother, 11/27 

Elizabeth Wilson on the death of her husband, Russ 
Wilson, 11/29 
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Madison Mae Gabler, daughter of Cheryl & 

John Gabler, Jr. 

Juliet Mackenzie Hardin, daughter of Carin 
& Michael Hardin 

Tobin Elliott Weaver , son of Rachel (VanBrandeghen) 
& Christopher Weaver 

 

���	�����������	�����������	�����������	��������	 			
Charlene Faunt proudly announces the 
arrival of two granddaughters: 

Lily Claire Faunt , daughter of Michael Faunt & 
Mirit Naim, 9/16 

Margaret Dagmar Dolecki, daughter of Arianne 
Faunt & Craig Dolecki, 11/6 

PEOPLE IN  
THE CHURCH 
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in this role, a significant enhancement to our 
Christian Education ministry has taken place.  
Through her leadership, classes are well-staffed and 
teachers well-supported and equipped.  Our 
observance of essential child protection policies has 
been re-established.  Our plans for 2012 include 
continued enhancement of our over-all Christian 
Education program and a resurgence of a very strong 
youth ministry. 

2. The position of Assistant for Congregational Care 
(Peggy Gill), which was funded by an anonymous gift 
for 2010, was made a permanent position funded by 
our operating budget in 2011.  Peggy continues to 
enrich our pastoral staff with invaluable knowledge 
about our membership. 

3. We welcomed Alayna Young as our new Director of 
Music.  She is a phenomenal organist and musician 
and brings considerable skill and personality to her 
leadership of our music program. 

4. Anthony Saunders has been our Saturday Evening Worship 
leader and preacher since July.  Since then worship 
attendance at this service has grown for the first time in 
several years.  Anthony is a young “pre-seminarian” who is 
bringing a fresh and spiritually alive presence. 

5. Rev. Bob Goudie has served as part-time pastor of 
visitation since August 1.  He is a master of pastoral 
care: in just a few months, he has called on all of our 
home-bound members at least twice and has made 
contact with all of our members who have become 
inactive. 

6. Persons who lost their jobs continued to find the 
support, encouragement, and advice of leaders 
working through our Career Ministry. 

7. Sack Lunch ministry continued serving homeless and 
under-nourished members of our greater community.  
Once-a-month our guests were welcomed to a clothes 
closet we offered through the same program.  The 
Kingdom Builders Challenge, a Detroit Renaissance 
District grant we received, will be applied to support 
and enhance our work through this important 
ministry. 

8. Arts, Beats, & Eats.  Our church enhanced its 
significant and winsome witness for Jesus Christ and 
his church at ROFUM through outreach, hospitality, 
and community worship at this major festival that 
surrounded the church.  A creative development to 
the use of our “green space” in the front of the church 
building was the provision of a baby diaper changing 
station and nursing mother tent. 

9. Youth Mission Trip.  Youth and adults engaged in a 
youth mission trip at Day Spring United Methodist 
Church in East Peoria, Illinois, a Native American 
congregation.  This was a significant cross-cultural 
experience as well as a meaningful ministry of 
compassion and witness accomplished by our youth.  
In 2012 our youth plan to return to Houghton, 
Michigan (where they worked in 2010). 

10. First Adventures.  Bicycling, running, hiking, cross 
country skiing, and rock climbing highlighted our 
adult recreation ministry. 

11. We reached out to other communities in Greater 
Detroit through the continued development of 
MetroBridges, an intentional relationship with 
Second Grace United Methodist Church and other 
congregations and groups among the diverse peoples 
of Metropolitan Detroit.  We continue to nurture our 
special partnership with Second Grace United 
Methodist Church of Detroit, and will be joining 
together for a children/youth choir, drum, and dance 
concert and potluck at ROFUM this month. 

12. Choir Camp.  ROFUM continued to conduct and 
enhance a faith-forming and musically enriching 
ministry through Choir Camp, held at Camp Ohiyesa 
near Holly, MI. 

13. Holy COW.  We enhanced and grew in our Church 
on Wednesday, providing Christian fellowship and 
education for children, youth, and adults. 

14. Music.  Jennifer Semivan and Alayna Young have 
developed our music ministry.  Additionally, Marilyn 
Biery provided strong leadership of the Sanctus Choir 
during our time of transition. 

15. 9:15 Arise! Worship.  This approach to worship 
continued to develop as the worshiping congregation 
grew throughout 2011. 

16. In His Steps.  Our every member commitment 
program continued to enhance our level of 
commitment in all areas of membership: prayers, 
presence, gifts, volunteer involvement, and witness. 

17. UMW.  We have continued a very strong United 
Methodist Women’s ministry with creative programs, 
mission support that saves lives and generates faith in 
Christ, and a caring network of friendship for the 
women of our church. 

18. Men’s Fellowship.  Our monthly Saturday morning 
gathering for breakfast, fellowship, and a variety of 
programs that enrich and inform us has continued 
strong involvement. 

Renaissance 
(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 4) 



Faith and Church Exploration 
This series of classes is designed both for those who 

are new to the ROFUM (Royal Oak First United 
Methodist Church) community, as well as for those who 
are considering becoming full members of the church.  
“Faith and Church Exploration” will 
meet in our Library on five consecutive 
Sundays:   

 Jan. 8 3-4 p.m. 
 Jan. 15 9:15 a.m. 
 Jan. 22 9:15 a.m. 
 Jan. 29 9:15 a.m. 
 Feb. 5 3-5 p.m. 

For those who choose membership upon completion 
of this class, reception into church membership will take 
place during our worship services the weekend of 
February 11/12. 

If you are interested in joining this class, please 
leave your name and phone number in the church office.  
Direct questions to Rev. Hice. 

 

 

Church Bulletin  
to get a New Look in 2012 

Beginning in January, our church 
bulletin will sport a new look.  The 
goal of the bulletin redesign is to 
improve the way we tell our 
church’s story.  At the end of 
January we will evaluate how well 
we are accomplishing that goal.  
We look forward to hearing what 

our church family, as well as our visitors, has to say about 
the new bulletin format.  Questions and comments can be 
directed to Neal Harris. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Attendance 
Worship, just like staying at home on Sunday 

morning and sleeping in, is a habit.  Both habits can be 
quite easily broken, unless they are firmly ingrained in 
your life pattern.  Once you find reason (legitimate or 
otherwise) to miss worship on two or more consecutive 
Sundays, the third and fourth absences become about as 
easy as sleeping in… 

Worship is the most important and significant 
activity of the church.  Nothing else is more important 
than the weekly gathering of God’s faithful people for the 
purpose of praising God and receiving God’s guidance.  
All other activities of the church should be so structured 
to initiate and sustain a desire to gather for worship.  No 
other activity or involvement in the church should be 
viewed as a substitute for your regular attendance at 
worship on Sunday mornings and on special occasions. 

~Bethel Presbyterian Church 
Peoria, IL 

PAGE 4 CHURCH LIFE JANUARY 2012 

19. Welcoming worship visitors.  We continued to 
welcome and invite visitors with “mug calls”, which 
is now a volunteer activity for church members.  This 
has encouraged those who have stopped in to come 
back – a number of newer members were “mugged” 
when they first visited. 

20. As our Bold Steps for the Future funding period 
draws to a close, we set our sights forward.  It is time 
that we consider the new developments to our facility 
God is calling us to make.  This is a moment in which 
we are emerging from a rich past, pressing forward to 
the future with courage, hope, and faithfulness. 

I could go on and on!  We continue to accomplish 
great things.  We are faithful to God.  We are fulfilling 
the mission God has placed before us for this moment of 
history.  God is good.  All the time. 

Carpe Diem!  (Seize the day!), 

 

 

 

Rev. John H. Hice�

Renaissance 
(Continued from page 3) 
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Mission Highlights  

Jesus made it very clear in his way of living 
and teaching that his followers were to be 

aware of and responsive to the needs of others.  “…I was thirsty 
and you gave me something to drink.” Matthew 25:35 

You know by now that the fourth Sunday of the 
month is designated as Mission Sunday unless unusual 
circumstances force us to move it.  Each month during 
Mission Moments, a member of the Missions Work Area 
or an invited guest has highlighted one of the Mission 
Jubilee projects or other parts of our mission giving.   

When conference apportionments were cut down 
several years ago, many of the conference mission 
projects were on their own to raise the money needed for 
their continuance.  These make up the book of Mission 
Jubilee appeals.  Our Mission Work Area has asked the 
congregation for input and then decided on the projects to 
support each year.  Each month you see the list with a 
short description on the green bulletin inserts.  At this 
writing, we’re over $3,000 short of our 2011 goal. 

Our conference has covenant relationships with Haiti 
and Liberia so we choose one of the projects in each of 
those countries.  2012 will see our new selections:  the 
Solar Oven project for Haiti and Brighter Future Children 
Rescue Center in Liberia. 

The General Advance projects, administered by the 
General Board of Global Ministries, are answering a wide 
variety of national and international needs.  The projects 
we’ve chosen also happen to be Mission Jubilee projects: 
Bread For The World and Baldwin Center in Pontiac 

Our congregation has also promised to help support a 
missionary.  The current recipient is Charissa Shawcross, 
working with the N.O.A.H. Project at Central UMC in 
Detroit and the Joy-Southfield Free Health Clinic. 

Many of our members give to UMCOR over the year 
for a specific need or for general support to go where there 
is the greatest need. 

To be a Spotlight Church, besides paying 100% 
apportionments, we must contribute to these categories:  Mission 
Jubilee, Haiti and Liberia projects, missionary support, gifts to 
UMCOR and General Advance national and international 
projects.  We hope every year to accomplish this Spotlight 
designation.  Your continued help in supporting this outreach is 
easily accomplished by giving monthly in the yellow mission 
envelopes from your envelope box or in the pew racks. 

Our recommended giving for 2012 includes six 
Mission Jubilee projects, one for Haiti, one for Liberia, 
missionary support and two General Advance projects.  
You’ll hear more about these in the months to come in 
Mission Moments and Church Life articles. 

Haiti Bottle Drive 
The High School Youth Group received a thank-you 

from the Haiti School Project for their contribution of 
$124.55.  If you remember, last June and July the high 
school youth held a bottle drive to raise funds to help 
rebuild the Despagnes Church in Haiti.  Post columns 
were holding up one side of the church after Hurricane 
Thomas hit.  The Haitians were very grateful for our help 
and the repairs made to their church.  It is important to 
give our teens an opportunity to help others.  We are 
proud of our youth for being a part of this mission. 

�������
������
����
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Mitten Tree Warms Hands and Hearts 
Thank you everyone who placed items 

on the Parlor Christmas Tree.  At the end of 
November we sent a good assortment of 
items to Cass Community Social Services 
for distribution to those in need.  Items collected on the 
tree in the month of December will be distributed to 
guests of our Sack Lunch program. 

��  ��!�

�

ROFUM Reaches Out  
at the Holiday Magic Parade 

Did you know that the Igniting Ministry Committee 
used a portion of its advertising budget to make ROFUM a 
financial sponsor of the Royal Oak Holiday Magic Parade?  
This sponsorship allowed our name to be included in parade 
publicity and gives us the opportunity to publicize special 
events on the Downtown Development Authority website.   

If you were anywhere near the corner of 7th and 
Washington during the Holiday Magic Parade, you would 
have seen lots of activity in and around our building.  The 
busy morning began with Santa Scamper registration and 
packet pick-up in our Narthex.  The Oak Apple Run 
committee sponsored this non-competitive 1/2 mile fun run 
along the parade route at 10:30 a.m.  Proceeds from the race 
were donated to the Toys for Tots campaign.  Also at 10:30, 
a group of ROFUM carolers, led by Alayna Young, was out 
on our front lawn singing for the crowd waiting for the 
parade to begin.  Members of the Igniting Ministry 
Committee walked along the parade route handing out 
candy canes and postcards inviting people to come down for 
a cup of free hot chocolate.  The postcards also contained 
information about our Feast of Carols, Christmas Eve 
services, and regular worship schedule.  A donation jar at 
our hot chocolate tent raised $82.09 for our Sack Lunch 
Program.  The Igniting Ministry Committee would like to 
thank everyone who helped us be a real presence in the 
community on parade day. 
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Sr. High Fall Retreat Recap 
On Friday night, November 4, several of the high 

school youth departed the church parking lot for the 
commencement of the annual High School Fall Retreat.  
Echo Grove Salvation Army Camp was again the 
destination, offering good accommodations for meetings, 
rooming, and recreation. 

“Faith that Works” was the theme of the retreat, with 
Anthony Saunders taking the lead in organizing the 
curriculum for the study sessions.  Other adult leaders 
included Jon Cline, Lori Suarez, Carolyn Rondot, and Carol 
Mayer.  The youth were provided the opportunity to explore 
how Christians are expected to exercise their faith in a 
practical manner to fulfill God’s expectations of his followers. 

The group was blessed with excellent weather from 
Friday through Sunday, with Saturday night being still and 
clear for a bonfire and s’mores.  Light banter amongst the 
youth and adults kept the group entertained.  The traditional 
dodge ball session on Saturday afternoon in the gym yielded 
no injuries, so this, too, was considered a success. 

Sunday morning’s breakfast was an opportunity to 
hone waffle-making skills before the final study session and 
devotional before departure for Royal Oak.  The support of 
parents who made the trip Friday night and Sunday morning 
to transport gear for the weekend was greatly appreciated. 

"����
����

High School Ski Trip 
January 6-8 

This year’s Ski Trip will be very 
different from those in past years.  We will 
be the first group to stay at the newly 
constructed lodge at Lake Louise 
Community.  In addition to skiing, we will be sharing the 
Lake Louise grounds with the Great Lakes Dog Sled 
Association, and they will be running races on the 
property.  Sledding and snowshoes will also be available.  
Even if you have never been skiing, this is an excellent 
opportunity to learn.  If you choose not to ski, there are 
plenty of other activities to join in on.  Permission slips 
are available in the church office, in Fellowship Hall on 
Sunday mornings, and in the Youth Room.  Feel free to 
talk to Jorge and Lori Suarez or Brian and Jennifer 
Semivan for more information. 

Think Choir Camp! 
Don’t let Michigan’s cold weather get you down.  

Start thinking SUMMER!  Before you know it, we will 
once again be going to Camp Ohiyesa in Holly.  Camp 

will be the week of July 22-28, 2012.  So 
stock up on the sun block and mosquito 
repellant and mark your calendars. 

Camp staff applications are available in 
the church office and are due Sunday, 
January 29.  Please let us know now that 
you’re interested in helping out this year! 

"�����������#�
� , Camp Dean 

 

 

 

Youth Choir News 
We are definitely doing some “new” things in the 

New Year.  On Sunday, January 15th, all three youth 
choirs (Treble, Revelation, and Angelus) will be 
participating in a concert in our own Sanctuary along with 
Second Grace United Methodist Youth Choir and Drum 
Ensemble.  The concert will begin at 4:00 p.m. and will 
conclude with a potluck meal shared with our Second 
Grace guests.  We need choir families to decorate and 
host tables for this event.  Look for further information 
elsewhere in this issue or talk to Jennifer Semivan or 
Amy Newberg. 

Another “new” activity will be the addition of hand 
chimes to our regular Revelation Choir rehearsal.  
Beginning in January, our 4th-8th grade choir members 
will become “ringers” and “singers” during our Holy 
COW (Church on Wednesday) program.  We will be 
expanding our musical experience to include the theory 
and technique needed for beginning ringing.  Even if your 
child has not been a part of the Revelation Choir, this 
would be an excellent time to begin and expand their 
horizons.  Treble Choir (1st-3rd grades) will also be doing 
some work with instruments as well as with their voices.  
Join us Wednesdays in the Choir Room. 

"��������$���%
��

Weather Alert 
Please note that when the Royal 
Oak Schools close for inclement 
weather, we cancel Holy COW.   



 
News for All  
from the  
United Methodist Women 
Luncheon & Program 

Thursday, February 2, 12:15 p.m. 

All women are invited to join us for lunch and a 
program about “Discovering Haiti.”  This mission study 
for 2012 is a glimpse into the lives and ministry of two 
Haitian women – their joys, challenges, and deep 
spirituality will help us to deal with our daily stuggles. 

UMW Reading Program – New Books 

The following books from the UMW Reading 
Program have been added to our church library: 

Education for Mission 
MY SISTER THE FATHER  by Rev. Meridith 
Whitaker 

The stories in this book are a collection of personal 
events that span the 25-plus years of Rev. Whitaker’s 
ministry.  The Cookson Hills Center is a community 
center operated by the United Methodist Church to 
meet the needs of the people of the Cherokee, Adair 
and Sequoyah counties in Oklahoma.  The people in 
this book are an eclectic collection of persons who 
have had their lives changed because Christ has been 
introduced to them through this ministry. 

Leadership Development 
THIS CHILD WILL BE GREAT:  Memoir of a 
Remarkable Life by Africa’s First Woman President 

In January 2006, after the Republic of Liberia had 
been racked by 14 years of brutal civil conflict, Ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf – Africa’s “Iron Lady” – was sworn 
in as president.  In her stirring memoir, she shares the 
inside story of her rise to power, her early childhood, 
imprisonment and exile, and her fight for democracy 
and social justice.  By sharing her story Sirleaf 
encourages women everywhere to pursue leadership 
roles at the highest levels of power and give us all 
hope that, with perseverance, we can change the 
world. 

Spiritual Growth 
THE NOTICER:  Sometimes, all a person needs is a 
little perspective by Thomas Nelson 

Poverty, a failing marriage, old age, lost dreams.  To 
the residents of Orange Beach, AL, these desperations 
are hopeless, barren places with no chance for 
change.  But to an old drifter named Jones with a gift 
of seeing what others miss, there is no such thing as a 
dead end.  It only takes a little “perspective” he says, 

to recognize the miracles in our moments, the seeds 
of greatness tucked into our struggles.  As Jones 
mysteriously makes his way through this coastal town 
and into the searching hearts of its residents, he offers 
simple wisdom and sound hope.   

Nurturing for Community 
A DEEPENING LOVE AFFAIR:  The Gift of God in 
Later Life by Jane Marie Thibault 

This book is for everyone who yearns for “something 
more” in their life, in their relationship with God.  
That something more, the author contends, is the gift 
of an intimate relationship with God.  This gift may 
be received at any time in life, but the older person is 
best suited to fully enter into this relationship.  The 
book explores the topics of vocation in later life; 
discontent; awareness; greed; the inner work required 
to receive the gift; and the radical freedom that age 
can bring. 

Social Action 
THE HEART OF RACIAL JUSTICE:  How Soul 
Change Leads to Social Change by Brenda Salter 
McNeil and Rick Richardson 

The racial divide is one of the most pervasive 
problems the church faces.  Why won’t this problem 
just go away?  In this book the authors make the 
crucial connection between the role of healing prayer 
and spiritual warfare in bringing about justice.  Each 
of us must be challenged to identify the power of evil 
in the world and to give up our idols for the sake of 
Christ.  Are you ready to find out how soul change 
leads to social change? 
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Men’s Fellowship Meeting 
Saturday, January 21, 8:21 a.m. 

Join us in January for our first meeting of the 
New Year.  Mr. Shawn Lewis-Lakin, superintendent 
of Royal Oak Neighborhood Schools, will report to 
us on opportunities and challenges in our schools 
today.  Breakfast will be served at 8:21 a.m. and the 
program will begin at 9:15.  Come and be 
enlightened.  Ladies are also welcome to attend. 
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Cross Country Ski Weekend  
for Families and Adults 

We had such a great time cross country skiing up north last winter that we're going to do it again this 
winter and make it available to families, too! 

Please join us for our Cross Country Ski Weekend in Roscommon, MI on the weekend of  
January 20-22.  We'll drive up on Friday, stay in affordable lodging 
($38 per night per person plus meals), ski on Saturday and optionally 
on Sunday, then drive home Sunday afternoon.  

Located in an area of the state with a history of good snow 
conditions, we anticipate many miles of groomed trails at the Cross 
Country Ski Headquarters (which also has a comfortable lodge with 
food and a warm fireplace) and on state land.  

Let us know if you would like to go.  There is a sign-up sheet 
in Fellowship Hall and the office.  Call Bob Berard or send an email 
to our address below if you would like more information.  Please 
join us – and bring your friends! 

First ADVENTURES provides opportunities to be active and 
re-energize outdoors in God's amazing creation.  We are open to all adults and occasionally offer family events.  Non-
ROFUM members are especially encouraged to join in First ADVENTURES activities.  INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!  
Contact Bob Berard or Jon Cline or email us at firstadventures@rofum.org.  Visit our website at 
firstadventures.wordpress.com for more information, event updates, as well as other interesting information.  

Have You Dropped  
Your Land Line? 

Through our recent round of 
Stewardship calls, it has come to 
our attention that many of you 

have dropped your land lines and are just using your 
cell phones.  This means that we probably don’t have 
a working phone number for you.  If you have 
discontinued your home phone service, please notify 
the church office and give us a cell number that we 
can reach you on.  Thank you. 

2012 Flower Chart  
is Ready 

If you would like to place flowers on the altar in 
honor or memory of a loved one or to celebrate a 
special occasion, please sign up on the flower chart 
located on the hallway bulletin board right across from 
the library.  Please include your name and phone 
number.  Kim Christopher, altar flower coordinator, 
will contact you regarding the details.  If you have any 
questions, you can contact Kim. 
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Dorothy Cowley 
Dr. Nancy E. Hartrick - Family Dentistry 

Kinsey-Garrett Funeral Home 
Paul Kremer – Garage Doors 

New sponsors are always welcome!  Contact Lori 
Vickers in the church office (248/541-4100) to 
learn how you or your organization can become a 
Church Life sponsor. 

Sponsorships: 
�� Single Issue $15.00 
�� Quarterly (3 issues) $45.00 
�� Yearly (12 issues) $180.00 
Prices are based on a business card size ad. 

Individual Messages: 
�� Birthdays, Anniversaries, Greetings, etc. 

$5.00/issue 

A Mother, a Police Officer,  
and a Judge 

by Retired Judge Keith Leenhouts 

We had just finished a trial and the attorneys were 
waiting with their clients for the jury to return to the court 
room and announce their verdict.  I was sitting at my desk 
in the judge’s office when the clerk told me a police 
officer wanted to see me.  A few minutes later, into my 
office came Officer Smith.  He was one of my favorite 
officers and I was glad he had come to see me.  He was a 
tall man with an excellent way about him.  I asked him to 
sit down and he did.  Then he said, “Judge, I am sorry to 
hear about your mother.”  She had just died and her 
funeral was about a week earlier. 

Then the officer continued.  “When I was a young 
kid in the 5th grade, we had the option one day a month of 
going to gym to play, or in the library to read, or stay in 
class for a story from the Bible.  I was curious, so I 
decided with about eight of my classmates to stay in my 
class to hear stories from the Bible.  My curiosity was 
probably partly caused by no one in my family ever going 
to church or, as far as I knew, reading the Bible.  We did 
not have a Bible in the house as far as I knew.  I knew 
nothing about God or Jesus. 

“Then this lady came into the classroom with her 
briefcase.  She was a beautiful lady who looked like my 
mother who I loved very much.  Then, as she began to 
talk, her face just glowed as she told us several stories 
about God and Jesus.  She talked about how much God 
and Jesus loved us and I actually had tears in my eyes.  I 
felt a warm glow in my heart and in my whole body. 

“When I got home that night I told my mother and 
father I wanted to go to Sunday school in a church near 
our home.  They seemed surprised but said I could go if I 
wanted to.  So I began going to Sunday school where I 
learned more about God, Jesus, and the Bible.  The more I 
learned, the more I began loving God and Jesus.” 

The more the officer talked, the more I leaned 
forward in my chair to be sure I did not miss anything.  I, 
of course, was fascinated by what he said. 

Then the officer continued.  “I grew up going 
regularly to Sunday school and church.  I learned all I 
could about God, Jesus, and the Bible.  After high school 
and while in college, I met a beautiful girl who also loved 
God and Jesus.  We became engaged and then married.  
Now our children are learning all about God and Jesus in 
church, Sunday school, and in our home. 

“I can’t ever thank your mother and my memory of 
her enough for the greatest gift I have ever known: to love 

God and Jesus.  I am a police officer because I think I can 
honor and love God and Jesus more by being a police 
officer than in any other way.” 

With that, the clerk knocked on the door and came 
into my office to tell me the jury had agreed on a verdict.  
So the attorneys, their clients, and I all went into the court 
room to hear the verdict.  As I left the office, I told 
Officer Smith, “Thank you, and thank you again for 
telling me the story about my mother.  She was a 
wonderful mother and Christian – and so are you.” 

It was not long after that day that I resigned as Judge 
to disseminate the concept of volunteers inspiring 
defendants to never come back again to court.  I believe 
this is what my mother, Officer Smith, and God most 
likely wanted me to do. 
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Dorothy Bliss  
Dorothy Cowley  
Lois DeVos  
Bessie Johnstone 
Dorthella Kreger  
Margery Lawson 
Pat Lawson  

Yvonne Quinn 
Jeannette Safran 
Muriel Shepard  
Peggy Smullen  
Mary Tata 
Louella Wright  
Louise Wyman  

Out of the Area  

Marion Conrad 
Maggie Fries 
Christina Smith 

Names and addresses of our homebound members are very important to us.  There is 
constant change, so please note the names and addresses carefully.  If you have any 
corrections or updates, please notify the church office. 

Sean Barr - Air Force (Florida) 
Jody Holeton - Hawaii 
Bobby Huneycutt - Army 
Paul Kondrat - Marines (California) 
Andrew Kostrzewa - Navy (California) 

Dan Lewis - Army (Italy) 
Aaron Mingle - Navy (Florida) 
Thomas Morales - Navy (Gulf) 
Jason Schaffer - Marines (Afghanistan) 
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 -1- Mitch Huber 
  Kip Tull 

 -2- Bill Bond 
  Heather Riggs 

 -3- Anna Marck 

 -5- Travis Dittmer 
  Fay Munzinger 
  Donna Patrick 

 -6- Mitch Gaska 

 -7- Eric Blessman 

 -8- Bob Reid, Sr. 
  Nico Suarez 
  Peggy Waisanen 
  Renee Wurdock 

 -9- Patricia Kelly 
  Seth Kremer 

-10- Ashley Nader 

-11- Joan Anderson 
  Devin Kinney 
  Brian Lambert 
  Theresa Skelton 
  Taylor Stringer 

-12- Greg Cline 

-13- Audine Tuscany 

-14- Bruce Hilgendorf 

-15- Deb Harmon 

-16- Kathie Lara 
  Shirley Olsen 
  Jordan Reid 
  Bob Reid, Jr. 

-17- Casie Mitchell 
  Astrea Nader 

-18- Susanne Buxton 
  Emily Edwards 
  Mark Johnson 

-19- Lucas Kissoondial 
  Pecky Lewis 
  George Marck 
  Elena Yarmy 

-20- Charlene Faunt 
  Beckett Hardin 

-22- Jake Nielsen 
  Sandy Prokopp 
  Taylor Tucker 

-23- Mike Kondrat 

-24- Judy Bryan 

-25- Donna Allen 
  Royce Flaming 
  Melanie Smallwood 

-26- Chelsey Harmon 
  Ginger Kempf 
  Dennis McCarthy 
  James Semivan 

-27- Stephanie Barnhart 
  Andrew Schalm 

-28- Royce Baum, Jr. 
  April Hall 
  Stephanie Rogers 
  Amanda Sluss 
  Regan Watts 
  Inge Wichers 

-29- Barbara Seitz 

-30- Kennedy Forgash 
  Kelly Jacobs 
  Ruth Kalter 
  Aidan Schalm 
  Jeff Vickers 

-31- Jeffrey Beyer 
  Paul Bucchi 
  Sheila Samson 

Please note:  If you don’t see your name 
on our birthday list, please let us know!  
We may not have your birthday in our 
data base.   
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Dinner Concert— 
Water Wonderland 

February 3 & 4, 6:30 p.m. 
Relive Choir Camp and enjoy a wonderful concert 

at Dinner Concert 2012.  The concert 
will take place on February 3rd and 4th 
at 6:30 p.m.  The theme for this year is 
“Water Wonderland.”  If you miss the 
fun of summer during the long winter 
months, you will want to be there!  
Our concert will include youth 
activities such as an Olympic event 
and a water themed costume contest.  

We will be singing a variety of “water” songs with a 
mixture of secular and sacred choral and vocal works.  
All proceeds support Choir Camp for our children and 
youth.  This is an opportunity to have a wonderful night 
out with your family and friends while also supporting a 
great cause.  Tickets will be available soon!�

 

 

Musical Connections  
with Second Grace UMC 

Want a perfect way to celebrate 
both our connection with Second 
Grace UMC and Martin Luther King 
Day?  Plan on joining together in our Sanctuary on 
January 15 at 4:00 p.m. for a very special concert that 
features the Children’s Choir, Drum Ensemble, and 
Liturgical Dancers of Second Grace as well as our 
own Treble, Revelation, and Angelus Choirs.  A free-
will offering will be received to support the choirs of 
Second Grace.  This very special concert will be 
followed by a potluck meal that will enable us to make 
connections as well as share favorite foods from our 
diverse backgrounds.  We need families from all of our 
choirs to host tables in Fellowship Hall.  Hosting a table 
involves decorating it in any creative way you choose 
and then sharing your table with a Second Grace family.  
There will be lots to talk about after sharing our music 
and then sharing our own special foods with each other.  
What a great way to foster the “beloved community” that 
Dr. King envisioned.  Contact Amy Newburgh to host a 
table or offer assistance. �
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