
Shakeup 
There was a time 
not long ago that it 
seemed like 
everything was 
well-defined and 
secure.  Large 
corporations were 
stable, the country 
was secure, 

Michigan was one of the wealthiest 
places to live, people knew who they 
were and where they were going, jobs 
were secure, and most churches were 
in a pattern of growth and stability.  
Not long ago. 

And now all is shaken.  
Corporations falter, the economy 
seems cast on a roller coaster, 
independent megachurches rise, and 
social analysts report that our society 
is filling with people who consider 
themselves “spiritual but not 
religious,” not needing any church at 
all.  And churches are stressed.  One 
significant church that has been a 
partner in spiritual leadership in our 
community for 171 of our 172 years of 
existence just ended its run as it is 
absorbed into an emerging church.  
Another shakeup. 

And we have not come through 
the struggles of 2009 unscathed.  No 
church has; but specifically, we have 

had to make changes we didn’t want to 
make.  Faced with reduced pay and the 
loss of work, many of our members 
had to adjust their church giving.  By 
summer it was obvious that we would 
have to adjust our budget.  Downward.  
To stay afloat, we chose not to remit 
all that regional and world-wide 
United Methodism needed from us.  In 
official terms, this was the first year in 
decades that we did not meet 100% of 
our apportionments.  Each of our 
boards and committees worked hard to 
function on less.  And in the end, with 
generosity the surprise of December, 
we came out of the year with much 
less of a deficit than we expected. 

But there was 2010 to consider.  
And the Council struggled with the 
consideration.  “How can we be filled 
with faith and expectant of God’s 
resourcing all we need to carry out our 
mission, yet good stewards who will 
figure out how to live faithfully with 
the limitations we obviously have?”  
With respect and compassion we 
anguished and debated and finally 
came to prayerful and fearful 
decisions.  We had to reduce our 
budget substantially.  We had to 
discontinue some staff members. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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We are so grateful for your prayers and 
support for our ministry here.  A special 
thanks to many of you who responded to 
my plea for Pastors’ Salaries.  We will 
meet our goal for this year thanks to your 

generosity.  May God bless you. 

��������	
��� , District superintendent 
Lithuania United Methodist Church 

��������  

Dear Church family, 

Thank you all for the many cards and prayers, and from 
the Shawl Ministry the beautiful shawl. 

God bless you, 

��
�������������

��������  

Dear ROFUM Family, 

I just wanted to thank you for many things.  Thank you to 
Rev. Hice for his visits.  Brian Wright has been very 
faithful in coming to see me in all the facilities I was in.  
Thanks, Brian, for always finding me.  Thanks to the 
people who have prayed for me in church and those who 
prayed at home, also. 

There is a lot of time I do not remember in the last four 
months.  Now I am feeling better and can remember 
things again.  Thanks for all your prayers and thoughts.  
Thanks to the people who have come to visit. 

Love & God Bless 
���������  

��������  

Dear ROFUM Pitstop, 

Thank you very much for the care packages!  They 
arrived here safe and sound yesterday.  It is great to know 
we have lots of folks thinking about us.  The Marines and 
myself say thanks.  Without the prayers and support you 
provide we would not be able to complete our mission.  I 
ask for your continued support as we enter the final days 
of our deployment.  We are excited to be headed home 
and ready to take on whatever God has in store for us 
next. 

You guys rock!  I hope to see you all at Christmas time. 

Your friend, 
1st Lt. �������������

I wish to thank you all for your kindness shown to my 
brother Jay, especially the men’s group (ROMEO) and 
Don Matson for picking him up every Wednesday.  He is 
in a really nice place in Brighton near his son and seems 
very happy there.  We are blessed to be members of this 
caring church. 

God bless you all, 
�������
��  

��������  

ROFUM Staff, 

Thank you all so much for the donation to our Sack 
Lunch program.  As you know, we were able to get 
plenty of sweatshirts.  Also, thanks to our youth group 
for the excellent job wrapping all of the gifts. 

Thanks, again, 
�������������������� ������
!��"��������������������	��#����

��������  

Pastor Hice and the First United Methodist Church, 

You are truly blessed beyond measure.  Thank you so 
much.  Happy Holidays and a Joyous New Year. 

������$�����%������

 

������������������������������������� ���
Julie Barr & Royce Flaming, 12/11 

 

 

 

 

The faith community of Royal Oak First extends 
sympathy to the family and friends of: 

Bebbie Brown, cousin of John Marsh, 12/10 
Lorraine Smith , mother of JoeAnn Phillips, 12/18 
Robert Gorman, father of Cathy Baker, 12/23 
Virginia Shader, wife of Don Shader, 12/24 
Jim Kreger, cousin of Dorthella Kreger, 12/27 
Valerie Ewing, sister of Kim Christopher, 12/31 

PEOPLE IN  
THE CHURCH 
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So, we are shaken up.  Just when we have seen our 
first increase in average worship attendance in many 
years, when we are receiving new members, and engaged 
in several new ministries we have to lay off staff and 
adjust to life without their playing those parts:   

· Senior Adult Coordinator.  Peggy Gill has been 
amazing, keeping contact and keeping track of 
everyone who has had health issues, been 
homebound, and experienced the challenges of aging.  
She has kept us informed about who needs care and 
how they need it.  She has kept together our prayer 
lists and prayer chains.  She carries our history: ask 
anyone who has needed to ask. 

· Volunteer Coordinator.  Josh Wright has kept track 
of our visitors, organized a corps of volunteers who 
take church mugs and information to them, tracked 
our attendance, organized our membership class 
teachers (including himself among them), kept track 
of who is doing what in the volunteer ministry life of 
the church and helped the Nominations Committee 
know who to ask to do what. 

· Custodians.  The church has improved in appearance 
and repair remarkably, once we expanded the 
custodial hours and hired Gary Loeffler and Fred 
Bowden.  They have often gone above and beyond 
their job descriptions to set up rooms for meetings, 
clean up more than should have been left for them, 
and lent a helpful hand as we’ve been carrying 
supplies in and out-of-the church.  We have to reduce 
our custodial staff by nearly 50%.  Fred Bowden will 
be working 23 hours each week, and Gary Loeffler 
will be working 10 hours per week. 

· Revelation Choir Accompanist.  Neal Harris has 
been playing piano while Jennifer Semivan has 
directed the choir.  This will no longer be a paid 
position, but Neal has volunteered to continue 
providing this ministry. 

· Kitchen Coordinator .  We have two part-time 
Kitchen Coordinators, who supervise the kitchen, 
maintain its license, order and keep track of the 
inventory, and make certain that we are using the 
kitchen and handling the food safely and legally.  One 
of the positions is discontinued, with Marie Dunstan 
offering her resignation.  Shirley Harris continues in 
her capacity, with Marie continuing to serve as a 
volunteer ministry. 

I have been delighted in the staff of our church.  We 
have worked well together as a team: caring for each 
other, encouraging each other to grow in faith and 
discipleship, aiding one another in the achievement of 

specific objectives in our work so that the ministry of the 
whole congregation can be accomplished.   The staff 
members whose positions are discontinued have served 
with dedication and distinction.  I cannot begin to thank 
them adequately for their service. 

Now we have a huge adjustment to make.  It’s a 
shakeup.  Some of their objectives are being assigned to 
remaining staff.  Other matters that have been attended by 
staff for decades will now be placed into volunteer hands. 

This means you. 

Our church is growing.  Our ministry is growing and 
enjoying increasing relevance for the needs of our 
community month-by-month.  Yet, we will only sustain 
this growth if we all accept the “mantra” recited in a film 
shown by our district superintendent during our church 
conference in November: Every member in ministry.  
Every member in ministry.   

A recent meeting of affected staff and committee 
chairpersons resulted in a plan for us to move ahead.  We 
have accepted the shakeup.  Please watch for the specific 
needs that will require your involvement.  We will lose no 
ministry or program for which we have adequate 
volunteer involvement.  Yet, I am concerned that we not 
lay too much burden on a few who are already invested in 
the success of our church. 

Every member in ministry: this is a shakeup that 
could well-result in the strengthening of our church. 

Grace and peace, 

 

 

Rev. John H. Hice 
Senior Pastor 

(Continued from page 1) 

February 17, 2010 
7:00 p.m. 

Ash Wednesday begins our 
Lenten journey.  A service of 
ashes will be offered at 7 p.m. on 
Wednesday, February 17.  Come 
begin this time of self-
examination and renewal together 
with your church family. 

Holy COW will not be meeting on this evening 
due to several school districts’ mid-winter break 
schedule. 
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Mission Update 
Missionaries are an important arm of 
mission for the United Methodist 
Church.  They are necessary for the day-

to-day program needs and for coordinating the volunteer 
possibilities.  In the last few years we have sent 
contributions for partial support of missionaries in 
Kentucky.  This year the Missions Work Area decided 
they would like to help support a missionary in Michigan.  
Our choice is Charissa Shawcross, serving as a Church 
and Community Worker at the NOAH (Networking, 
Organizing, and Advocacy for Health) Project at Central 
United Methodist Church in Detroit and as Director of 
Community and Health Services for the Joy-Southfield 
Health Clinic. 

Members of our MetroBridges group visited the 
Southfield Center in August and were very impressed 
with the care given to people who live in the 
neighborhood and have no insurance.  Charissa and other 
leaders of this ministry have been a great blessing, 
bringing life and hope to the people.  MetroBridges 
ministry continues to develop a formal partnership 
between ROFUM and Second Grace United Methodist 
Church, which is responsible for birthing the Joy-
Southfield Clinic.  We are currently examining how we 
might join in hands-on ministry with them as a part of this 
mission. 

Through her work at these sites, Charissa seeks to 
provide not only physical care but also spiritual and 
emotional care to the clients who utilize these services.  
Her call to serve in mission is evident as she has been a 
Stephen Ministry leader for ten years and, as a nurse 
practitioner, she serves with the homeless and uninsured.  
Born in Michigan, Charissa attained her Master of 
Science/Nursing in Adult Health from Wayne State 
University.  She is married and has two children. 

We have signed on for a Covenant Relationship with 
our missionary.  This requires a commitment to annual 
support of $5/member or $2500 per congregation.  We 
have promised the $2500 support.  Part of the Advance 
Special money that our members generously give each 
month will be sent for Charissa’s support. 

Sack Lunch – Lots of “Thank You’s” 
We want to thank ALL who worked and donated to 

our Christmas Day and New Years Day sit down hot 
meal.  During the holidays our workers included Nancy 
Lorenz, Terri Garrett, Karly Kish, Jean MacIntyre, Chris 
Wilkes, Ruth Kalter, Mike Monte, Brian Wright, Lynn 
Cromwell, the Blessman family and a friend, the Calhoun 
family, and Lee’s granddaughter, Megan.  A big thank-

you goes to Craig Symons for playing Christmas Carols 
on Christmas day and to Don Stromberg for playing 
music on New Years day.  Both meals and music were 
enjoyed by our 20+ guests each holiday. 

Thanks, too, for the many clothing donations 
received during December.  We continue to set out all our 
clothing on the last Monday of the month and had many 
takers in December.  So, we again will need hygiene 
items, tennis shoes, boots men’s jeans and khakis, 
underwear, flannel shirts, sweat pants, and old blankets.  
Due to limited storage space, please hold your clothing 
donations until the Sunday before the last Monday of the 
month. 

We can ALWAYS use those food items including 
juice boxes, pudding and fruit cups, chips, and cookies.  
All items can be left in the kitchenette marked “sack 
lunch.”  Please leave cash donations in the office with 
your name on the envelope and a notation of “sack 
lunch.” 

Many thanks to Florence Fowler who put together 
Christmas gift bags for our guests with socks, hygiene 
items, candy, hand warmers, etc.  Also, the church staff 
and friends of Mike Monte who contributed many 
hoodies – gifts for our guests.  Also thanks to all who 
contributed hats, gloves, etc. on the Berean Class 
Christmas tree – over 220 items from YOU, the Berean 
class, Royal Oak Business Network International, and 
Sue Ellen Baker’s class.  Sue brought her students to put 
gifts on the tree and they stayed to sing carols to our 
guests.   

Thank you, again, my regular volunteers who 
faithfully appear on their workdays to serve those in our 
own community who need us right now.  Bless you! 

�������� �����

South Oakland Shelter 
Our Missions Committee, along with Birmingham 

First United Methodist Church, has been hosting a 
Saturday SOS group here in Fellowship Hall.  The event 
takes place two Saturdays a month and runs from 1-5 p.m.  
We are looking for volunteers to help with this mission 
work so that it doesn’t fall on the same shoulders all the 
time.  If you are interested in helping, please contact Sue 
Buxton. 

We are also considering hosting the South Oakland 
Shelter overnight for one week next winter.  Before we 
commit, we need to know that we will have enough 
volunteers to run the program.  If you would be willing to 
be a part of this much-needed mission, please contact Sue 
Buxton. 
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Class Descriptions 

3 Simple Rules:  Based on the teaching of John Wesley 
(founder of Methodism), these three simple rules are 
profound, inspiring, and challenging to daily life.  Led by 
a variety of leaders at Holy COW and in homes on other 
days.  See bulletin and Church Life for details.  

Soul Stretch Yoga:  Jessica Beaubien conducts Christian 
meditation with Yoga.  Visit www.soulstretch.org for fees 
and needed materials. 

Women of the Bible:  An ongoing study of 52 women of 
the Bible.  Their lives were significant.  Each woman is 
an inspiration of faith.  Led by Kathy Seidler and a 
variety of volunteer “leaders of the day.” 

 

 
 
 

The Pit Stop for High School Youth 
(Wednesdays, 6-7:30 p.m.) 

We would like to thank the Huntington Woods Peace 
Group who brought in a guest speaker on January 13th to 
talk with our high school students about PEACE.  We are 
now working on the beginnings of our art project that will 
be displayed in April at the Swords into Plowshares Art 
Gallery in Detroit.  We are leaning towards photography 
as the medium for our project.  Please note that your child 
must contribute not only artistically, but also in group 
discussions and attendance in order for them to be listed 
as a participant in the project.  We will pick a day to 
travel to the gallery to view the many wonderful works of 
art created by area students.  We hope to have lunch 
somewhere as well – perhaps in Greek Town.  Date to be 
announced. 

Do you have gift cards that you received at 
Christmas but don’t want or use?  Donate them to the Pit 
Stop group!  We would love to have them for a raffle at 
our year-end Cinco de Mayo party.  McDonalds, 7-11, 
gas cards, car washes, movie rentals – you name it, the 
kids would probably love it! 

Upcoming Dates: 
February 17 – Winter Break, no Holy COW 

                   7 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service 
February 24 – Mystery Guest 
May 5 – Cinco de Mayo party with authentic Mexican 

food!  Look for more details to come.  All are 
welcome!  We will be inviting our college students, 
8th graders, all of our past Mystery Guests, and 
anyone who enjoys cooking and eating Mexican 
fare!  If you are interested in participating, please 
let us know; we would love to have the help. 

Parents, please join us on Facebook at ROFUMPitStop. 

&�����'��
����!�'������()��������

���������	
��
�����	���� �

Holy COW  
(Church On Wednesday)  
Adult Class Schedule 

Time March 3-24  (Session 4)  

4:30-5:30 p.m. Women of the Bible  

5:30-6:00 p.m. Dinner for All 

6:30-7:30 p.m. 
3 Simple Rules 

7:30 p.m. Program Ends for Children/Youth 

7:45-8:45 p.m. 3 Simple Rules 

Yoga   

New Member Class Offered 
in February/March 

Are you interested in joining our church?  
Our next series of new member classes will 

meet on 5 Sundays beginning February 28.  Those 
interested in joining the church upon completion of the 
class will be received into membership on Easter Sunday, 
April 4.  The class will meet as follows: 

February 28, 3:00-4:00 p.m. 
March 7, 9:15-10:15 a.m. 
March 14, 9:15-10:15 a.m. 
March 21, 9:15-10:15 a.m. 
March 28, 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

If you would like to be a part of this membership class, 
see Brian Wright or leave your name and phone number 
in the church office. 
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Youth Mission Trip Fundraiser Update 
On January 2nd, in conjunction with the Chuck 

Gaidica "Storms of Life" program, the youth put on a 
Chili Cook-off as a fundraiser for this year's mission trip 
to Houghton, MI.  The idea actually came from Chuck, 
and it was agreed that our mission trip team would be the 
group who could get the job done.  Our seven "Chili 
Chefs" were Beth Cameron, Jon Cline, Jenny Lowman, 
Brian Semivan, Jennifer Semivan (a house divided by 
chili!), Josh Wright and Mike Yarmy.  Storm inspired 
names like "Doppler Chili", "El Nino Black Beano", and 
"Icy Hot" joined with the more traditional "Veggietale 
Chili" and "Not Hot, Hot, Hot Chili" to create a great 
tasting opportunity for the crowd of nearly 200.  
Cornbread was donated by Royal Oak's Oakridge Market 
and prepared by Beth Cameron and Mark Lowman with 
kitchen supervision by Brian Semivan.  People were 
encouraged to taste as many chilis as they could during 
the thirty minute break in the program and then vote by 
donation for their favorite ones.  Nearly $600 was raised 
and the winning chili was Jenny Lowman's "Icy Hot."  In 
fact, she and Elena Yarmy went out into the crowd and 
auctioned off the last cup of it for $50.00!  Thanks to all 
involved for your support.  Be watching for the Youth 
Bake Sales at the Fish Dinners and contact Maddy Wahl 
through the church office if you can donate cookies.   

Start Your Spring Cleaning Now! 
Our Youth in Mission are having another Garage 

Sale fundraiser.  Last year’s 
garage sale raised just over 
$1,000.  We hope to surpass 
that amount this year by getting 
organized early.  Please go 
through your closets (before 
you pack away that Christmas 
stuff!), garage, basement, etc.  

Donations may be brought to the church office or to the 
O’Donnell home.  If you need items picked up, please call 
Becky Ebarra or Laurie O’Donnell. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Choir News 
Are you wondering where the 2010 Choir Schedule 

is?  In an effort to save trees and money we are no longer 
mailing them to each family, but they are always 
available on our website at ROFUM.org in a format you 
can print out.  Each Sunday bulletin also contains a 
calendar and a reminder about all choirs singing the 
following week.  So be sure to check the schedule and 
keep your calendars up-to-date so your family members 
are eligible for the Choir Camp discount! 

Cabaret/Dessert Concert is also coming up very 
soon.  Members of Revelation and Angelus choirs who 
help serve will earn $10 credit towards camp.  The 
concert is on Friday and Saturday, March 6th & 7th at 7:30 
p.m.  Hope you've purchased your tickets or are signed up 
to help because this is one of the big fundraisers to 
support Choir Camp. 

Choir Camp Staff Applications 
It isn’t too early to start thinking about campfires, 

Olympics, swimming, and all the fun we have!  Again 
this year we will be going to Camp Ohiyesa in Holly, 
only a 45 minute drive from the church parking lot.  
Camp will be the week of July 25-31, 2010, so be sure to 
mark your calendars! 

Camp staff applications are available in the church 
office.  The deadline for submission is Sunday, February 7.  
We look forward to another wonderful experience with 
YOU being there to make it great! 

�������������� , Camp Dean 

Men’s Fellowship Meeting 
Saturday, February 20, 8:20 a.m. 

Mark your calendars and come for a fun and 
inspirational time!  Program to be announced… 
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Need incentive to exercise or want 
a relief from your indoor routine?  
FIRST Adventures provides 
adults with opportunities to limit 
our dependence on sedentary 
indoor entertainment and be active 

outdoors while participating and re-energizing in God's 
amazing creation. 

Our next adventure will be open to families as well 
as adults.  Bruce Tufford will lead an Ice Fishing and Ice 
Skating expedition on Black Creek at the Metropolitan 
Beach Metropark.  The date will be Saturday, 
February 13.  Ice fishing equipment will be provided.  
Call Bruce to sign-up and to let him know if you want to 
car pool.  You can also sign-up in the church office.  
Children must be supervised by their parents. 

We are also planning some exciting adventures out 
of this area, including Rock Climbing and Rappelling at 
Hocking Hills in Ohio ( as well a prior practice/training 
event) and an Adirondack Adventure in beautiful 
upstate New York.  See the separate articles on these 
special events in this Church Life. 

A Running Training  group is being formed, and 
may already have started, to prepare for the Oak Apple 
Run in June.  Training will be on Sundays immediately 
following the first service.  Wear your running clothes.  
We'll get started on February 7 so we can conquer the 
course and turn it to cider!  The runners will be led by 
Corey Harris. 

We would also like to start a regular Sunday Walk 
to Church group.  The Sunday Walk is proposed to 
follow a route between Laura Hice's home and the church 
so you can easily join in if you live anywhere near the 
route.  Please let us know if you have an interest in 
improving your body on the way to improving your spirit. 

FIRST Adventures is open to all adults; you do not 
need to be a member of ROFUM.  Please contact Bob 
Berard (cerab@wowway.com) or Jon Cline 
(justjon1234@gmail.com) if you are interested in this 
ministry and want to be kept up-to-date on our activities 
and meetings.  You can also follow us on our new blog at 
firstadventures.wordpress.com. 

Scheduled Events 
Planning Meeting Tuesday, February 2, 7 p.m. 
Running Training   Sundays after the 1st service, 

beginning February 7 
Ice Fishing Saturday, February 13 

Rock Climbing Training  Saturday, March 20 
Rock Climbing Expedition  Saturday, April 10 
Walking to Church (proposed) Sundays 
Road Biking Saturdays beginning mid-April 
Adirondack Adventure  August 11-15 

Visit us at firstadventures.wordpress.com for more details 
and possible changes closer to the event dates.  

Climbing at Planet Rock and in Ohio! 
FIRST Adventures  “Off the Wall” Experiences 

1st Experience: 
Saturday, March 20   (10:30 meet in Church parking lot 

to carpool) 
Planet Rock Climbing Gym, Pontiac, MI 

Planet Rock climbing gym opens at 11 a.m. and we 
can climb until 8 p.m. if we want.  
Jon Cline has some spare harnesses so 
we can cut the cost on equipment 
rental.  The cost will be $27 for the 
use of the facility and rental 
equipment for those who need it.  
Everyone willing to belay another 
climber will need to go through a 
training class and demonstrate 
competence to perform this important 
duty.  Everyone who climbs must demonstrate the ability 
to tie into the climbing rope. 

Weather permitting, I will host a preliminary training 
session a few days before we leave so you will be 
acquainted with what to expect during the formal training.  
This will take place at my home in Royal Oak.  We will 
be on the climbing wall attached to the back of my 
garage.  We can perform short rappels on the garage. 

2nd Experience: 
Saturday, April 10 
Hocking Hills State Park, southeast of Columbus, OH 

We will be climbing and rappelling on limestone 
cliffs to get a feel for the real thing.  This is an excellent 
venue for beginners.  Depart our parking lot at 7 a.m. and 
return around 10 p.m. 

These events are open to adults (18 +).  Please 
contact Jon Cline at: justjon1234@gmail.com to get on 
the list of brave souls willing to fully experience 
Newton’s law of gravity. 

Enjoy the Winter –  
Join Us for Ice Fishing and Ice Skating 

and Running and Other Activities, too! 
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ADIRONDACK ADVENTURE! 
a Special FIRST Adventures  Event 

August 11-15, 2010 

At Skye Farm United Methodist Camp 
and the Adirondack Mountains of New York 

Plan to engage in an Adirondack Adventure (for adults 
18+) in August.  Carpooling from Royal Oak, it’s a 10 
hour drive (about 600 miles).  It will include some 
spiritual enrichment, great community, and a chance to 
get away with friends to one of the most beautiful places 
in North America (I-87, called The Adirondack 
Northway, was cited by Parade Magazine as America’s 
most scenic highway in 1967).  We’ll stay in a lodge 
where it’s dry at night and we’ll eat fresh food.  Day 
hikes in the mountains (reaching a few summits!) will be 
our main focus.  The area also provides other 
amusements, including rafting, canoeing and kayaking, 
and that hale and hearty adventure known to some as 
“shopping.”   

The trip will be inexpensive!  Plan for it now!  We’ll be 
coming up with details and opportunities to register and 
prepare for it very soon. 

 

Finance Corner 
As 2010 begins, we can give ourselves a giant pat on 

the back for a job well done as we stepped up to the face 
the financial challenges of 2009.  We will finish 2009 
with a budget deficit of less than $17,000, a far cry from 
our earlier deficit projections ranging from $65,000 to 
$140,000.  This was accomplished, in part, by your 
faithful giving – including $30,000 in additional income 
received through Second Mile giving and the Wrestle the 
Bear fundraiser.  We also withheld $34,000 in Conference 
Benevolences which we will pay back as soon as our 
finances allow.   

All areas of the church have significantly reduced 
their budgets for 2010.  This includes eliminating four 
staff positions, and moving to a lower cost health 
insurance provider, finding ways to reduce our 
administrative and building expenses by $62,000, 
reducing our program area expenditures by $36,000, and 
continuing to withhold Conference Benevolence 
payments.  Even with these severe cuts, the Church 
Council passed a 2010 budget that is still $30,000 more 
than our current pledged income.  With this potential 

shortfall and tight budgets, 2010 will continue to be a 
difficult year financially, but as we were able to meet the 
challenges of 2009, we will continue to find a way to 
make it through 2010 financially strong. 

As part of our budget reduction initiative, we will 
only be mailing quarterly statements of giving to those 
who live out of town or are homebound.  For those who 
live locally, year-end statements for 2009 are available at 
the church for pick-up.   

 

Stewardship Update 
When we look back on the 
commitments we made for 2010, now is 
the time to start fulfilling our service 
commitments.  Our congregation made 

145 commitments to prayerfully consider each invitation for 
service.  We made 97 commitments in specific areas of service 
such as nursery volunteer and greeter, and we made 72 other 
commitments of service.  Thank you for your commitments to 
follow Jesus In His Steps. 

Since the end of 2009, our church has had to make 
difficult decisions in the area of staffing, and four staff 
positions have been eliminated.  While some of the work was 
redistributed among the remaining staff members, it still has 
left many holes in the work of the church that need to be filled 
in with volunteers.  That means there are even more service 
opportunities.  Service is one of our five main areas of 
stewardship.  In order to be good stewards of our church and 
the life of the church we need to fulfill (and increase) our 
commitments of service.  If you were unable to make a 
financial commitment in 2010, please consider using your time 
of service as your gift to the church.   

For example, management of the prayer chain is a 
volunteer opportunity.  Also, the Education Work Area is now 
responsible for curriculum selection (with help from Brian 
Wright), recruiting, training, and scheduling teachers, and 
directing Holy COW programs.  Another example is that the 
Worship Work Area is now responsible for scheduling all 
ushers, liturgists, communion stewards, PA operators, etc.  
There are many opportunities to assist with all of these areas.  
You may wonder how to get involved – it’s easy!  Simply 
submit your name and area of interest to the church office. 

Let us continue to be good stewards and prayerfully 
consider our time, talents, gifts, service, and witness to follow 
Christ, and then lead others in the same path, showing what 
working together accomplishes and that anything is possible 
through Christ when we believe. 

“For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ 
also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow 
in His steps.”  1 Peter 2:21 

*+,+��(-.��/��0������	������������



 
News for All  
from the  
United Methodist Women 

The February meeting of the United Methodist 
Women is Thursday, February 4.  The program is a 
speaker on the Boys and Girls Club of Royal Oak.  
Luncheon is at 12:15 with the program following.  Lunch 
is $3 and reservations should be made with Marge 
Sutherland by Sunday, January 31. 

 

 

 

There comes a time 
when good things end, but other 
doors open.  When I retired in 1995, 
I started volunteering here on 
Fridays putting the bulletins together 
and mailing them out.  My first 
couple of weeks I I licked every 
envelope until they told me the 
postage meter had a sealer on it.  Then in 1999 I joined 
the staff as Senior Adult Ministry Coordinator, and it has 
been a wonderful opportunity – especially since I grew 
up here and already knew most of the senior adults.  I 
have enjoyed all the different programs I have been 
involved in and have gained a lot of computer knowledge 
that I would not have learned otherwise. 

Due to staff cuts and the elimination of my position 
beginning January 15, I will be returning to my volunteer 
role (on Tuesdays) and will be helping answer phones, 
mailing out the Homebound letters, bulletins, and 
Hometouch, and anything else that needs to be done.   
I have appreciated all the remarks about my articles, and 
I will still be around – active in UMW, Holy COW, and 
choir. 

Here is a hug for everyone.  Love and God bless, 
��##��

Berean Christmas Tree 
Thanks to all who contributed to our mitten tree in 

November and December.  All of the items gathered in 
November were wrapped by John and Cathy Marsh and 
taken to Cass Community UMC to be distributed as 
Christmas gifts. 

At the end of December, we removed 220 items 
from the tree and they were sorted by Delores Grier.  The 
children’s items and most of the women’s items were 
sent down to Cass.  The other items will be distributed to 
our own homeless, with some being given out at our 
Christmas dinner for them. 

This exceptionally cold weather is bad for everyone, 
so thank you so much for contributing to help our friends 
who really need it. 

��##�� ����

�

�

Thank You’s from 
Member Care! 

A huge note of THANKS goes out to Lesa Nielsen 
who has been the Fellowship Time Coordinator this past 
year.  She has kept all the teams organized and I know 
has filled in when there were times that no one was 
available.  Lesa has had to step down for health reasons.  
Lesa, we will miss your help and expertise! 

We thank Joyce Nelson for taking over as 
Fellowship Time Coordinator.  If you are interested in 
helping with Fellowship Time, let Joyce know.  She’ll be 
glad to sign you up! 

THANKS also to Fellowship Team leaders Delores 
Grier, Paul & Marian Kremer, Peggy Waisanen, George 
Hoelaars, and Dorothy Cowley as well as to all the 
volunteers (you know who you are) who help with 
Fellowship Time.  This important ministry wouldn’t 
happen if it weren’t for you! 

 ���#��������

Thank you to all who took names off the Christmas 
trees.  More than 86 cards were sent to our shut-ins as 
some people sent cards to the entire list of names.  Some 
have even received cards back from those they sent cards 
to.  

��##�� ����
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S.A.M.’s  
Senior Adult Ministries 

 C
orner 

Are you tired of wearing the same 
red sweater or tie on Valentine’s 
Day?  You have a red wrist band!  
Remember your commitments – 
wear your ROFUM In His Steps 
wrist band on February 13 & 14.  
Don’t have one?  Pick one up in 
the Narthex. 
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Dr. Nancy E. Hartrick - Family Dentistry 
Kinsey-Garrett Funeral Home 
Paul Kremer – Garage Doors 

Jennifer Notarantonio - Wellness Consultant 

New sponsors are always welcome!  Contact Lori 
Vickers in the church office (248/541-4100) to 
learn how you or your organization can become a 
Church Life sponsor. 

Sponsorships: 
�� Single Issue $15.00 
�� Quarterly (3 issues) $45.00 
�� Yearly (12 issues) $180.00 
Prices are based on a business card size ad. 

Individual Messages: 
�� Birthdays, Anniversaries, Greetings, etc. 

$5.00/issue 

Memorial Gifts are Making a Difference 
The growth of the 9:15 Arise! Worship is essential 

to our congregational growth and strength.  A significant 
increase in worship attendance has been enjoyed since 
its change of location and worship style.  This has been a 
key part of an over-all increase in average worship 
attendance in 2009.  Memorial gifts have contributed to 
the enhancement of this service: 

A grinder and “pour-over” coffee maker have 
made the brewing of high-quality coffee for worshipers 
prior to the service quick and consistent.  This has been 
part of the special atmosphere prepared for participants 
and is similar to that offered by churches that have 
experienced substantial growth in recent years. 

A beautiful and unique communion table was 
designed and built especially for ROFUM with the use 
of memorial gifts.  This will be a significant visual 
blessing in the worship environment created for this 
service. 

Memorial gifts are kept separate from our operating 
and are given for such enhancements to our church.  We 
thank those who have given and praise God for those 
lives we memorialize through these gifts to Christ’s 
work.  

New Sound System 
Over eight years ago the PA system started to show 

its many years of use when the auxiliary amplifier 
became non-functional.  At that time a regular stereo 
amplifier was put into place as a temporary fix, 
assuming we would be purchasing a new system within a 
year.  Well, eight years went by and more components 
became non-functional.  Finally, this past August, the 
last main components of our old sound system met their 
end of service. 

Running sound on borrowed equipment and a 
piece-meal setup, the new Tech Team met and 
determined that we needed to purchase and install a 
complete and up-to-date sound system.  The team felt it 
was important that we, as a church, move forward in a 
positive direction providing the proper equipment for 
sound during our worship services and other ministry 
programs that are so important to the congregation.  
With much legwork by numerous individuals and the 
support of Church Council, Trustees, and the Memorial 
Committee, the Tech Team was able to secure the funds 
necessary to purchase and install a modern digital sound 
system.  A total of $25,000 ($13,000 from the Long-
Term Capital account and $12,000 from Memorials) was 
approved by Church Council. 

The new sound system was scheduled to be 
purchased and installed in two phases: 

· Phase I – Basic core equipment (new wiring, 
mixing board, amplifiers, wireless mics, CD 
player, CD recorder, mounting rack, installation, 
and training) 

· Phase II – Auxiliary equipment (expansion stage 
box, wireless hearing assistance devices, choir and 
external recording mics, installation, and training) 

With the help of an independent consultant, Carlos 
Oxholm, and the volunteer help of numerous church 
members, we have made good progress toward making a 
long-awaited dream come true.  As of the writing of this 
article, 90% of Phase I has been completed and Phase II 
has been started.  The goal is to have both phases 
completed by Easter.  This includes not only the 
purchase and installation of the hardware but also having 
volunteers trained to operate the equipment.   

Given the extensive capabilities of the new system, 
we will need additional trained sound persons beyond 
our current team of dedicated volunteers.  If you, or 
someone you know, are interested in helping make a 
vibrant new ROFUM audio ministry possible, please 
contact someone on the Tech Team or leave your name 
in the church office. 

Questions, comments, and suggestions are always 
welcome. 

������������ , Tech Team Leader 
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Vi Bradshaw  
Jay Embry 
Frank Kinney  
Betty Lawson  
Pat Lawson 
Edna Morrison  
Ann Moser 

Yvonne Quinn 
Jeannette Safran  
Dorothy Schwem  
Muriel Shepard  
Peggy Smullen 
Mary Tata 
Louella Wright  

Out of the Area 

Ruth Dawkins 
Maggie Fries 
Christina Smith 

Names and addresses of our homebound members are very important to us.  There is 
constant change, so please note the names and addresses carefully.  If you have any 
corrections or updates, please notify the church office. 

Fridays at ROFUM……  

Fish Dinners 2010 
Fridays, 4:30 – 7:00 p.m. 

January 29  February 12 February 26   March 12 March 26 

We need you to help make this a success.  Join the team and work a 2-hour shift on any or all of these nights.  Jobs 
include Kitchen Help, Greeters, Ticket Sales, Dining Room Workers, Carry-outs, Set-up, and Clean-up.  If you would 
like to volunteer, please contact Charlene or John Faunt  or return this form to the church office. 

YES, I WILL HELP! 

Name_____________________________________________   Phone_____________________________ 

You can count on me to work on the following Fish Dinners (check all that apply): 

____January 29      ____February 12      ____February 26      ____March 12      ____March 26 

The area I would like to help with is ____________________________________________________________ 

                        First Shift  (4:00 - 5:45)  _________            Second Shift  (5:30 - 7:15)  _________ 
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Bill & Jean Adcock 
Jim Angus 
Mary Ruth Austin 
Mike Baker & family 
Chuck Bartley 
Lynn Bartley 
Betty Becker 
Jack Beggs 
Don Brown 
Evelyn Burch 
Cynthia Cline 
Patti Cooper-Koerner 
Wilma Cooper 

Cromwell family 
Robert Crook 
Rachel Cummings 
Hazel Davis 
Jim Davis 
Janice Dupuis 
Eiguliai Methodist Church 
Jeannette & John Fidler 
Hanna Marie Galerani 
Mary Gray 
Leoda Hall 
Gerry Hansen 
Ed Hansen 
Delbert Holser 
Wilma Holser 
Our Homebound Members 
Tim Koerner 
Seth Kremer 

Jean Laurie 
Bill Lipka 
Ivy & Pat Loftin 
Janice Marsh 
Pauline Marsh 
Pansy Mick 
Vera Miller 
David Moser 
Frank Moser 
Martha Mulder-Cox 
Barbara Nicholas 
John Olexy 
Russ Porteous 
Steve Reinert 
Pam Robinson 
James Schramm 
Alison Shubitowski 
David Siira 

Our prayers for God’s healing touch for: 
Drew Collins – 8 years old.  Cystic fibrosis.  He is doing pretty well. 
Zachary Houghton – 7 ½ years old.  He has breathing problems. 
Spencer Lisabeth – 10 years old.  Diagnosed with leukemia in August, 2005.  Last December they completed all 

treatments.  He is now described as Leukemia free, but has to go for a monthly blood test.   
Nicholas Oberdier – 18 months old.  He was born with a mass around his nose and eye.  More surgery may be needed – 

no date set. 
Emily Paswater – 18 months old.  The tumor came back and more treatment is beginning. 
Max Schwerin – 3 ½ months old.  He is a preemie born with cataracts.  Now he has contacts on every other week. 
Brennan Wadsworth – 12 years old.  Diagnosed schizophrenic and bipolar. 
Marek Werda – 6 years old.  His food allergies are down from 11 foods to 3.  The doctor hopes this trend will continue.  

They will do more lab testing in a few weeks.  He is in the first grade, is a cub scout, and has his own snowmobile. 

1/11/10 

Sean Barr - Air Force - Florida 
Jody Holton - Hawaii 
Bobby Huneycutt - Army 
Paul Kondrat - Marines (Japan) 
Andrew Kostrzewa - Navy (Guam) 

Dan Lewis - Army (Italy) 
Aaron Mingle - Navy (Florida) 
Thomas Morales - Navy (Gulf) 
Kimberly Munzinger - Marines (N. Carolina) 
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 -1- Alaina Weathers 
  Dona Wells 

 -2- Kathleen Gregory 
  Heather Scott 

 -3- Rick Finkey 
  Robert Mann 
  Dolly Oberdier 

 -4- Patti Cooper-Koerner 
  Ruby Hawkins 

 -5- Emily Berry 
  Carolyn Gabler 

 -6- Vance Briceland 
  Athena Milewski 
  Colin Walbridge 

 -7- Emily Baker 
  Katie Dunstan 

 -8- Cathy Fall 
  Neal Harris 
  Savanna Malinowski 

 -9- Doug Brown 
  Jean Sikkenga 

-11- Charles Halsig 
  Laurie Kissoondial 
  Marlene Yago 

-12- Darlene Dyer 

-13- John Marsh 
  Paul Perkins 

-14- Sally Yago 

-15- Matthew Gilbert 
  Linda Spahr-Lyons 

-16- Christine Hall 

-17- Morgan Kempf 
  Edna Newnan 
  Josh Simms 

-18- Marcia Armstrong 
  Rick Vincent 

-19- Mary Lou Mann 
  Sarah Rogers 
  Kristy Watkins 

-20- Chris Baker 
  Betty Greco 
  Ben Standing 

-21- Nancy Hartrick 
  Ann Moser 
  Aidan Munzinger 

-22- Michaela Garrett 
  Steve Garrett 
  Sharon Sperow 
  Ashley Watkins 
  Sophie Willis 

-23- Travis Sperow 

-24- Theophil Bratta 
  Laura Cummings 

-25- Travis Walls 
  Hannah Wiechec 

-26- Brian Cook 

-27- Harry Arterburn 
  Anne Hartrick-Cook 
  Janet Standing 
  Brian Zryd 

-28- Kristin Budnar 
  Nancy Matson 
  Joyce Russell 

Please note:  If you don’t see your name 
on our birthday list, please let us know!  
We may not have your birthday in our 
data base.   
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2010 Fish Dinners  
are Here! 

Fridays, 4:30—7:00 p.m. 
Jan 29, Feb 12, Feb 26,  

March 12, March 26 

Baby Cod from Iceland (baked or deep fried), Walleye 
(fried), Haddock or Chicken Tenders.  All dinners 
include fries or baked potato, cole slaw, roll, butter, 
beverage and dessert (such a deal!!) 

Children 5 & under free  (in house only) 
Youth (ages 6-12) $3.00 (in house only) 
Chicken Tenders $8.00 
2 pc fried cod $9.00 
3 pc fried cod $10.00 
Baked cod (7 oz) $10.00 
Walleye (fried) $12.00 
Haddock (NEW) $9.00 

(prices include sales tax) 

Spread the word! 
Invite your neighbors and friends. 

Cabaret 
57th Annual Dessert  Concert 

February 5 & 6, 7:30 p.m. 
The 57th Annual Cabaret/Dessert Concert will be 

presented by Sanctus Choir and friends on Friday, 
February 5, and Saturday, February 6, at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall.  Tickets are $8 per person with a 
maximum of $20 per family and are available during 
Fellowship Time after services on Sundays.  Music of 

Andrew Lloyd Webber, 
movements from Suite for Flute 
and Jazz Piano, solos, 
ensembles, and many musical 
offerings are sure to please the 
palate of everyone attending. 

Return Service Requested 
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Mailed January 20, 2010 
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